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JT ABVeATISEM'ENT. 

Thtfoitrth Tohimeoftke'*BritUh Trident^ comef 
iozai to the victonf of Sir Robert Colder, over tfi^ 
Combined Fleets off FerroL The editor was obliged 
h/ circumstances which it is unnecessary to detail, ta 
bring it to a couclmon before the arrival of all the 

, jparticulars of that action. He was, comequentlyp 
prevented from euterixg so fuUjf into this subject oi 
its importauce n^ould require; and the same reason^ 
rendered it impossible to give, iu t/ie regular chrono^ , 
logical succession^ mamt mtval occurrences, the inteU^ 
iigence of which had not t/ien been received, Thi9 
§onsideration has convinced him of the necessxty of^ 
9omm$ncing the continuation of his history with th^ 
year 1805, though one or two events of it have aU 
ready been noticed in the fourth volume. He tmU 
thus be enabled to give a-comprehensive view of the 
operations in the opening of the year, which led ta 

- 1the successes that crowned its close, and that will ever 
forni^a meviorabk epoch in the. naval mticJkof Bri^ 
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NAVJL TRANSACTIONS, 

IN THE YSAR 1805* 



Escape of Frencli squadrons from Kochefort and Toolon-^Lord 
Kelson sails in pursuit; of them — Proceedings «f the French Ad- 
miral Missicssi, in the West Indies — Engagement between Sir 
RobertCalder and the combined French and Spanish fleet offCap^ 
Finisterre — Movement of the Brest fleet — Lord Nelson assumes 
the chief command oiF Cadii — Instructions issued by him to hit 
officers— Battle of Trafalgar — Engagement off Ferrol — Vari- 
ous actions between single ships. 

biNCE the destruction of the French fleet at Abou- 
kir, the enemy's squadrons had been so closely c6n- 
£ned within their own harbors, that the appearance 
of a single ship of War was considered as a rarity, and 
the British naval force had no other occupation than 
to blockade the havens of France. On the renewal of 
the war this system, though severely censured by 
some, was ag&in resorted to, and fleets were stationed 
witliout intermission off the porta of Brest, Boulogne^ 
Rochefort, and Toulon. Meanwhile the ambitious 
Buonaparte made the restoration of the French ma« 
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^irine, the particular object of his attention^ 
French armies assembled on the coasts, and the me- 
iHacing preparations for the invasion of the British is- 
lands, drew the attentioa of the government from th^- 
'immediate objects of the fleets that were eq^iiipping at 
different ports^ for the purpose ol wounding Great- 
Britain iu the tenderest part. 

With th6y€ar 1805, the politics of the enemy seem*^ 
•'•d to have undiergone a sudden change, — A French 
^quadroBy under Rear-admix^ Misaiessi, escaped oa 
the llth of January, from Rochefort, and having, 
eluded the vigilance of the EBglish craizersy proceeded 
ivithoiit molestation to the West Indies. 

Scarcely had this squadron pat to sea^ when a se» 
eond and ftiore fdnaakiable expedition left Toulon^i. 
Lord Nelison,. the eommander*in-ehief ia the M«diter» 
ranean^ had stationed himself at the distance of about 
* forty miles from that port, observing the whole line oS 
Ihe balian^ French^ and Spanish coast, from Paler- 
1QO, by Leghorn',. TouId%. and BaccelQna> -Co the 
Strejghts of Gibraltar. Through this extent of sea 
his ship& cruized in every direction, and detained alt 
the Trench and Spanish vessels they chanced to meet 
with. 

Obu the 1 5th. of January, Admiral VilleneuTe puji 
Id sea with his squadron, consisting of eleven sail of 
the line^ and two frigatea^ The SearHorse, Lord NeU 
8on?s look->out frigate, immediately made the necessafy 
signal, and narrowly escaped being taken by the en^ 
my. The Venus sloop» 6f 10 guns, with dispatches' 
from his lordship, unfortunately fell into their hands j^ 
bat the dispatches had previously been thiJO^n ovei> 



Ro sooner was the Britisb admiral infortned of ViU 
leneuve's departure^ than he went in pursuit of him. 
Report had assigned £gypt as the destination of the 
French squadron^ and this idea seemed to be confinn- 
ed by a variety of circumstances. Eager to counter* 
•ct the enemy's design, the admiral, on the 20th of 
January, sent advice to the British ambassador al 
Constantinople, (hat the Toulon fleet had sailed with 
H considerable number of troops on board, probably 
intended to make a descent on the Morea, or on 
Egypt. The same information he likewise transmitted 
.to the commandant of Coron, in the Morea. 

Having taken this precaution, he immediately pTOm 
ceeded Ip quest of the enemy, and on the 39th of Ja* 
siuary arrived off the Lipari islands. The appearance 
of such a formidable force excited a considerable com* 
motion, before the colors could . be distinguished, oa 
the Sicilian coast, where it was mistaken for the Tou* 
Ion fleet, which was there reported to have on board 
ten thousand men, destined for that island. On tl>e 
30th his lordship endeavoured to pass through 4ho 
Streigbt of Messina, but was prevented by the strong 
south winds. This he, however, accomplished the 
following day ; and being disappointed in the expec- 
tation of meeting with the enemy in those seas, he con* 
tinned his course without loss of time towards Malta, 

Deceived by false intelligence, Lord Nelson now 
determined to revisit those shores wliich had a few 
years before been the. theatre of his glory. Panting 
with the hope of again annihilating the enemies of hiB 
country, he steered with his squadron for the bay of 
Aboukir. Here it was again mistaken for the French 
^fleet; the ftemfied iobabiieotfl forsool^ the towns oA 
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the coast, ixrbich were found deserted by the crews oP 
the boat^ that landed to procure refreshments. Such 
is the indolence of these wretched people, that in the 
short interval since the British forces evacuated the 
country, the fortifications both of Alexandria and 
Aboukir have been so neglected, that they have fallen 
to ruin. 

Finding here no foe to encounter, but strongly pre- 
possessed with the idea that the French fleet was on it« 
Way to Egypt, Lord "Nelson returned to Sicily with 
the view to intercept it. Villeneuve had, in the mean 
time, quietly returned to Toulon. Secure in the dis- 
tance of his terrific foe, when all his preparations 
were completed, he proceeded tq accomplish the grand 
plan which had been projected. On the 30th of March 
he again left Toulon with eleven sail of the line, a- 
frigate, and two corvettes, in which were embarked 
10,000 chosen troops, under the command of General 
I»auriston. He first sailed to Carthagena,- where the 
ships under 'the Spanish Adnviral Salcedo were not in 
readiness to join him. Fearful of losing time, Ville- 
neuve pursued his course to' Cadiz, where he was ex- 
pected by Admiral Gravina with six Spanish sail of the 
line, having on board 22S0 troops. 

On the 9th of April the French fleet appeared off 
Cadiz. Sir John Orde, who was blockading that port 
with fi^e sail of the line, was unable to prevent the 
junction of the Spanish squadron with that of France; 
Villeneuve was near enough to force him to an action^ 
but his instructions prescribed him a different destina- 
tion. He immediately sent directions to the French 
ship of the line T Aigle, which had long lain a,t Cadiz^ 
to put to sea; and waj& soon afterwards JQined by Ad-» 

3 



«R, REOISTBR "Of KAYAL ACTlONft. f 

' Kiiral Gravjna with six sail of the line, and fiv^ fri- 
gates.. Nature seemed to favor -Uiis junction ; a strong 
east witxl soon carried the combined fleet oat of sight 
Of Cadia. 

On his return from the shores of Egj'pt, Lord Nel- 
fon watched with anxious expectation for.the enemy 
in the Sicilian seas till the middle of April. It was 
not till then he received the disagreeable intelligence 
that he had been deceived. His penetrating mind 
Biow conjectured that nothing but the British West-In- 
liies could be the object of the enemy, and thither he 
determined to pursue them. Having arrived at the 
xnouth of tiie Strei^hts of Gibraltar, he put into Te^ 
tiian Bay on the 2d of May, where he took on board 
water and other necessaries. In the night of the 4th 
the squadron weighed, and being close under Ce.uta> 
the Spaniards opened a hre on the ships, but none of 
^eir shot reached them. They came to an anchor in 
the bay of Gibraltar on the 6th9 and passing, the next 
4ay, through the Streights, arrived at Lagos Bay oa 
"|iie 10th. Here the admiral took in some stores from 
ihe transports, which vtere with Sir John Orde off Ca» 
4ix^ when he first discovered the French fleet, and 
which had run into the bay for safety. Here too his 
ilordship received positive information that the com* 
"bined squadrons had proceeded to the We^t-Indies. 

Inspired with fresh ardor, he flew on the wings of 
"4he wind in pursuit of the foe, sensible of the mischiefs 
tjiat must result to his country from the loss of her 
West-India possessions. May the 3d he weighed 
irom Lagos Bay, and with a fleet of ten sail of the line 
und three frigates, steered for Madeira, which was^seen 
hy the fiquadron on the I^tb. Leaving that island|^ 
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liis arrival. Disappointed in tbi» object, he set sail, 
for Europe, and on the 31st of May re-entered the 
port of Rochefort, with the booty he had acquired. 

Lord Nelson, as we have seen, was pin^uing the- 
combined French and Spanish fleet to the theatre of 
Missiesbi's depredatious* On the 4th of J une his lord- 
ship arrived at Barbadoes. -^ The French fleet, from 
vhich the squadron of Admiral Gravioa had separ 
rated, reached Martinique on the 14th of M^y, and ia* 
vested the Diamond Rock ; after a brave resistance 
from Captain Maurice and his little garrison of sea« 
men, they, were obliged, on the 27 ih of May, to sur* 
render. At Martinique the French admiral remained 
three weeks, taking in water and provisions, without 
attempting.any thing either against the British islands, 
or the inferior squadrons of Admirals Cochrane and 
Dacres. 

At Barbadoes Lord TCelson received information 
that the hostile fleet ki^ sailed to attack Trinidad. 
Two thousand troops^ under Lieutenant-general Sir 
William Myers, coramauder-in-chief in the Windward 
and Leeward islands, were immediately embarked ; 
and having been joined by Admiral Cochrane with two 
ships of the line. Lord- Nelson set sail the d^y after his 
arrival to the southward. Anticipation already be*' 
held in the Gulf of Paria another Aboukir, 

Being how nearly certain of meeting with the enemy 
who had so long eluded his anxious pursuit, the Bri« 
tish admiral shaped his course for Trinidad. On the 
morning of the 7 th- of J une he came in sight of th# 
island, and discovered that it was under such an alarm, 
that all the signals from the squadron could, not pre* 
^ent Ae troops from blowtng up Fort Ab«:croinby> 
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ftnd making their retreat towards the town. This cir-« 
cuinstance confirmed him in the opinion that the enemy 
had arrived and carried the ieland, but on entering' 
the harbor, Ihe Engh'sh colors were perceived flying, 
and he found, to his extreme mortification^ that he 
had been once more deceived. 

• Nothing was now left but to go to the northward^ 
taking all the islands in their turn. Accordingly, on 
the 8th, the squadron weighed, and the following day 
reached Grenada, where his lordship was informed by 
the Jason frigate that the enemy's fleet had left Mar- 
tinique the satne morning, -and had been seen steering 
in a northern direction. This intelligence* inspired 
him with fresh hopes ; after so long a chase he found 
himself not more than three days' sail behind them, 
and in case they meditated an attack on Antigua or 
any other island, he was confident of rendering that 
design abortive. 

' The French, however, v\eie far from entertainirg 
any such intention. Villcneuve contented himself 
with the glory be had already acquired by the occupa- 
tion of the Diamond Rock and the capture of the 
Cyane, of 24- guns: and having been again joined by 
Gravina, he hastened to return to Europe. He had 
heard of the arrival of Nelson, and fled panic-struck 
by his name from the regions of the west, as he had 
once done from his thunders or\ the shores of Eg}'pt- 

The hero of Aboukir proceeded * * Antigua, where 
dispatches from the governor, Lord Lavington, con- 
firmed the intelligence he had already received, name- 
ly, that the enemy were gone northward, and had 
been seen from Antigua very distinctly,, four days 
before. He was now convinced that they were re- 
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turning to Europe, Rnd therefore landing the troops 
with all possible dispatch, he hurried away in the 
hope of overtaking them before they should reach any 
of iheir own ports. On the 14th of June he sailed 
from Antigua, and on the ipth sent off the Decade 
for England, and the Martin sloop to Gibraltar, with 
advice that the combined fleet was on its way to Eu- 
rope. lie arrived off Cape St. Vincent on the 17th of 
July, and on the 20th at Gibraltar, where he obtained 
a supply of stores and gunpowder. The fresh beef 
and ptlier provisions for the relief of his brave and 
unwearied crews, were wholly procured at Tetuan. . 
This equipment of the squadron, together with the ar- 
rangements he made with Admiral Collingwood, for 
preventing the combined fleet from entering Cadiz, 
were completed in the short space of five days. This 
business being finished, Lord Nelson, again passed 
through the Streights, and on the ^9th of July re- 
sumed his station oif Cape St. Vincent, just sixty- 
three days after his departure from it for the West- 
indies. 

ENGAGEMENT OFF CAPE FINISTERRE. 

In consequence of the information sent to Europe 
by Lord Is^elson, relative to the C9urse of the com- 
bined fleet, Rear-admiral Stirling, who with five sail 
of the line was cruizing before Rochefort, received 
orders to join thb squadron off" F«rrol, under the com- 
mand of Sir Robert Calder, which then formed a 
force of fifteen line of battle ships. * On the 22d of 
July, Sn* Roberty being between Corunna and Ferrol, 
about forty-three leagues from Cape Finisterre, fell in 
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\»ibb the combined^ fleet returning from the West-In- 
dies. The result of the action which ensued is thus 
stated by the British admiral, in a letter to Admiral 
Coruwallis, the commander in chief: 






Sir, ** Pr'mce of Wales, Ju!^ 23. 

Yesterday at noon, lat. 43 deg. 50 min. N. long. 
1 f dee. 17 min. W. 1 was favored with a view of the 
Cohibined Squadrons of France and Spain, consisting 
of twenty sail of tt)e line, also three large ships, arme^ 
enjliite^ of about fifty guns each, with ^s^ frigates, and 
three brigs ; the force under my direction at this time 
consisting of fifteen sail of the line, two fr^ates, a 
cutter, and a lugger. 1 immediately stood- towards* 
tiie enemy, making the needful signals for battle iii- 
tfae closest order; and,, on closing with them, I made 
^e- signal for attacking their centre* When I had 
reached their rear, I tacked the squadron in succes- 
sion; this brought us close up under their lee, and 
wheii our head-most ships reached their centre, the 
enemy were tacking in succession ; this obliged me to 
make again the same manceuvre, by which I brought 
on an action which iasted upwards of four hours, when 
I found it necessary to bring-to the squadron to cover 
the two captured ships whose names are in the mar* 
gin. * I have to observe, the enemy had every ad- 
vantage of wind and weather during the whole day« 
The weather had been foggy, at times, great part of 
the moruin^ ; and very soon after we had brought 
them to action, the fog was so very thick at iutervalsy 
that we could with great difhculty see the ship a-head 

'« . ^ , . ■■ — ^^ 

* St. Rafael, 84 gons, Ifenno, 74 guos. 
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or a- stem of us;' this rendered it impossible to take 
the advantfige of tlie enemy by signals I could have 
wished to have dbne ; liad the weather beet moi^ fa- 
vorable, I arn^ led to believe the victory would have, 
been more complete. I have great pleasure in saying 
that every ship vtas conducted in the most masterly 
style ; and 1 beg leave thus publicly to return every 
captain, officer, and man, whom I had the honor to 
oommand on that day, my most grateful thanks for 
tS^eir conspicuously gallant, and very judicious good 

* lionduet. The Hon. Captain Gardner, of the 
Hero,' led the vate squadi^n in a niost masterly 
and officer-like manner, tawhom I feel myself parti- 

. Gularly indebted ; as also to Captain Cuming, for his 
assistance during the action, liiclosed is a list of the 
killed and wounded on board the different ships. , If 
1 may judge from the slaughter on board the captured) 
ships> the enemy must have suffered greatly. Tbqn 
dre now in sight to windward; and when I have se^ 
cured the captured ships, and pot the squadron for 
yights^ I shall endeavour to avail myself of any op« 
portunity that may offer, to. give you sothe further aiv* 
count of these cbmbiiiied sqaadronti;. 

. ** Admiral Cornwallu. 

" Ships under the 'orders of Vice- /Admiral Sir R. Colder, 

Bart. July 22. 

** Hero, Hon. A. H. Gardner. 1 killed, 4 wounded. 

^^Ajax, William Brown, 2 killed, 1 6 wounded. — 

Triumph, Henry Intfian. 5 killed, 6 wounded.^— 

Barfieur, George Martin. 3 killed, 7 wounded — ^ 

-Agamemnon, Joha Harvey, 3 woundcd**-Windsojr 
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Castle, Charles Boyles. 10 killed, 35 wounded.— 
Defiance, P. C. Purham. 1 killed, 7 wounded.— 
Prince of Wales, Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder^ 
and Captain W. Cuming. 3 killed, 20 wounded. — 
Repulse, tlon. A. K. Legge. 4 wounded.— Raison- 
able, Josias Rowley. J killed, I wounded. — Dragon,. 
Edward Griffiths. None.— Glory, Rear-admiral Sir 
Charles Stirling, and Captain Samuel Warren. 1 killed 
1 wounded. — Warrior, S. Hood Lmzee. None.— 
Thunderer, W, Lechmere. 7 killed, 11 woundedr— ^ 

Malta, Edward BuUer. 5 killed, 40 wounded. 

Frigates. — Egyptienne, Hon. C. E. Fleming. No re- 
turn. — Sirius, W. Prowse. 2 killed, 3 wounded.-^ 
. Frisk cutter, Lieut. J. Nicholson, None.— Nile lug- 
ger, Lieut. G. Fennel. None. — Total— 41 killed, 153 
wounded. 

(Signed) " R. Calber." 

In addition to this official statement of the British 
admiral, we shall subjoin an account of the engage- 
ment given ill a letter froiu an officer of one of the 
English frigates : — 

" On the 22d of July,, about 11 A.M. the Defiance^ 
one of the look-out ships, made a signal for a fleet 
N. W. directly to windward of our fleet, and that they 
consisted of ships of the line and frigates, to> the num- 
ber of 3Q. At this time we were to windward of the 
Defiance, and four or &ve leagues to windward of ouc 
fleet. About half past 1-2 P. M.. we could plainlyr 
count from our deck from 25 to SO sail lying-to. 
The Defiance getting nearly within gun-shot returned 
to our fleet, who were th'eu forming in line of battle* 
About two we were considerably ^within gun-shot of 
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tBe eteittf^ skfvarnted squtadrori, When they tacked, 
aiid stood to whidfcard of th^ir Seety tlieA formed in 
line. tVe bore up to leeward of tliei*" aidtanced Aip, 
and pissed Within ha^f gun-shot of their t^hofle Ime, 
which vfras /otraed id a ntmsterly style, and consisted 
of f7 sail of the line, and three line of battle ships 
to windward, for the 'protection of their rear. They 
had likewise seven large frigates, tii-o brigs, ahd a veiy 
valuabltf gallCbrij whifch one of their frigates hatd in 
Ib^'; the frigsltes firfere likewise Mrith the three shipi ot 
the line, to windwatd of their ^ternmost ship. Our 
fleet ^^s at this thne six miles to leeward, oh the star* 
Board tatk, under a press of sail ; the enemy at the 
isLttie time under easy sail. A thick fog intervening, 
prevented the two fleets from seeing each 6tber. Per- 
ceiving the galleon in tow by the frigate, and obidefv- 
ing that she was the stemmost ship of the enemy's 
line, we tacked with the intention of endeavoring to 
cut her off. This sudden mancfeuVre threw the enemy's 
frigate into alarm, atid she immediately commenced 
firing signal guns in quick succession, which caused the 
three line of battle ships stationed to cover their rear 
tQ edge down for . her protection. Out attempt being 
thus frustrated, we were compelled to edge down to 
our fleet. The fog at this lime cleared a little, and 
{ve perceived th^t oiir fleet tacked for the enemy, and 
thdt thfe Admii-d had giVeri the Signal to attack their 
<^ferttr'e. As we wiere edging away, we observed that the 
vAn of the eil'eiriy had Kkewise \trore for the protection 
CY the galleon, and at three quarters past four their 
feading ships were ih a very critical situation. Oh 
passing they hoisted Spanish colors, and we received 
thfe ^vhble fir^ of tbeii' three leading shins, iipwards 
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of VQO pieces of heav^ drlHlefy, dl^harged ia otte Ini* 
xiute on our frigate^ while t^d could only tetuffi twen- 
ty, llius the actioif tomftienced : our leading ship) 
the Hero, tacked a^ stoh as ttifi tnetny opened tbetf 
fire on us, and t€^ihetfted a beaVy candohading od 
Ihem in retttni. It dantimied with ^unremitting fui^ fof 
three houi^ and a half, when we saw, od the clearing 
6f the fog hi intervals^ the French line to windward, 
atid two Ship6 disabled, although we conld not distil 
;|uish at the iitnb whether they b^ldugdd to the enefny 
or to u^ At half past eight th^ firing ceased on bo til 
sides ; the sdmir^l hoisted his distinguishing^ Hgbts, tA 
did thfe rest of tlkj squadron^ when we Could plainly 
obSfetve ouf fleet to be in tolerable ofdcr, considering 
the extreme fc^^gitiesi of iht weather ; and had appA^^ 
reMly suffered btit little, although the firing on both 
*ide« Was 6Xtr«iiely heavy. We being just to leewatil 
of the admiral, were ordered >into the rtht to t0kt 
pds^ession of the two ptkses. About nine tlye admiral 
made the Sigbal to bring* to on the starboard tack, 
Si^liich was complied V^ith by the whole line. The 
tv(ro Spanish ships that surretidered had 600 meti 
killed and wounded; their lower masts shot ai^ay by 
the board, so that they were rendered totally unma*- 
nageable, and gave us iitimense trouble ih towing 
tl)em. Had the wtathef been clear, I have no hesi- 
tation iti sayihg they would have been completely de^ 
feated ; but the fog prevented our ships getting near 
ettougli, and the French being to ^^iltdxva^d, were tdo 
vfiSe lb cottie hearer to us." 

Hie Windsor Castle, of gB guns, WaS the only Eng- 
iih Ship which sustained any liiatenal injury m the 
action, and considering' the h&tarc of tlte eoiiflict in^ 
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The unexpected turn of affairs on the continent^ 
however, totally deranged the favourite plan of Buo* 
naparte, at the very moment Dvhen every thii^ por- 
tended its speedy execution* 

Lord Nelson having received intelligence of the ar- 
rival of Villeneuve and Gravina at Ferrol, proceeded 
to England in the Victory, accompanied by the Su-> 
perb, Captain Keates, after leaving the rest of his 
squadron with Admiral Cornwallis before Brest ; and 
on the 17th of August arrived at Portsmouth. 

In the mean time the combined fleet, having been 
reinforced at Fent>l by the Spanish squadrons of Ad- 
mirals Grandellana and Gourdon, sailed again on the 
13th of August, to the number of 34> ships of the 
Une, before any British force appeared off the bar* 
bor. On the 22d of the same month this formidable 
fleet arrived at Cadiz, where they had nearly sur-^ 
jM'ized Admiral Collingwood, who lay at the entrance 
of the ^ad with lour sail of the line, and a frigate. 

On the 17th of August, Admiral Cornwallis, igno- 
rant of the departure of the enemy, detached Sir Ro- 
bert Calder from the Channel fleet, with SO sail, 
among which were the ships left with him by Lord 
Kelson, to blockade Ferrol. Scarcely had Sir Robert 
left Admiral Cornwallis, when the latter received iuv 
telligence from the in^shore squadron, on the 21st, 
that the enemy were projecting some movements. He> 
therefore, anchored with his whole fleet, in the even- 
ing, near the Black Rocks. In the course of the 
night, he sent a cutter round the fleet, to inform each 
ship, that' he meant to attack the enemy at day-light 
iji the morning, aud that he himself, in the Ville do 
Paris, ^^uld lead the van into action. Our intrepid 
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tars were at iheir quarters all night, niost ardently 
]onging to have an opportuuity of trying the mettle of 
the enemy. But when, in the morning, the French 
fleet got »:nder weigh, instead of bearing down to at- 
tack the i^riiish squadron, they put al)OLt and stood 
back iuio Brest liarbour. — The gallant veteran imme- 
diately made sail atter them ; and, being nubly sup- 
ported by Sir Richard Strachan, in theC^sar, Captain 
Otway, in the Montague, &c. succeeded in bringing 
the sternmost ships of the enemy to action. The fire 
of the English ships, during the short time it la^te^l, 
was tremendous ; and, as they had opportunities of 
raking the flying ships of the enemy, the latter must 
have suffered considerable damage. They had very 
nearly succeeded in cutting off some of the sternmost 
ships of the enemy, one of them carrying a Rear-ad- 
miral's flag ; but they unfortuDately got under cover 
of their land batteries. 

Sir Robert Calder, on his arrival off Ferrol, finding 
that the enemy had left that port, pursued them to 
Cadiz. There he was jomed by the little squadron 
under Rear-admiral Collingwood, and the combined 
Aeet was closely blocked up by those ofHcers. Sir Ro- 
bert being ordered home, Lord Nelson was appointed 
to the chief command on that station. 

Government had received ample proof that the abi- 
lities and zeal of his lordship were equal to any con- 
tingency. He was therefore entrusted with powers 
more unlimited tb^n were ever confided to any naval 
^commander. His instructions were, at the same time, 
the most concise that could possibly be delivered, 
merely ascertaining his comnaaud, which was to extend 
irom Cadi2 B^y over the whole of the Mediterannean 
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Seft; and he was left to act as he pleased in any sud- 
den emergency that might require- the exercise of his 
judgment, as in his recent pursuit of tlie combined 
fleet to the shores of Egypt and the West Indies, 

Furnished with these powers, his lordship, on the 
7th of September, took his tinal leave of the board of 
admiralty, and hastened to Portsmouth to proceed to- 
the station assigned him. He went on board his flag- 
^«hip, the Victory, and accompanied by the Ajax and 
Defiance, of 7^ guns, the Agamenuion of 64, and 
Euryalus of 3S giins^ he quitted the shores of Eng- 
land, which, jbilas ! he was destined never more to 
behold. 

On the 28th of September Lord Nelson joined his ^ 
fleet before Cadiz, and here he resolved tu adopt the 
same plan which lie had followed off Toulon. He 
neither remaiDed directly off Cadiz, nor within sight of 
that port. His object was not to induce the enemy 
by thedisplay of all his force to remain in the harbor^ 
' but to tempt them, by every ineans in his power, to 
Venture out. In pursaimce of this design, he never 
kept all his fleet before Cadiz. This was the mannef 
in which it was stationed — The Euryalus frigate 
^s within half a -mile of the mouth of the har- 
bor to watch jthe enemy'is movements, and give him 
the earliest intelligence. Off tiie harbor, but at a 
greater distance^ he had about seven or eight .sail of 
the line. He remained himself off 'Cape St. ,Mary 
teitfa the remainder of his fleet, and a line of frigates 
extended and communicated between him and the 
seven or eight sail off Cadiz, The advantage of this 
plan was, that he could receive supplies and reinforce- 
ments off Cape St. Mary, without the enemy'^ being 
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tDformed t>f ity and thus they remaned cgnstastly %« 

norant of thd real force under^ his commaod. 

» 

Not lofig after his arrival^ the British adniird re« 
ceivedrsuch information as led him to beliete that 
the enemy would soon put to sea. He therefore ai^ 
ranged a pi^an for engaging them, which hecommn* 
nicated to the .officers under hi^ command, in the &>U 
lowing 

** MEMORANDUM. 

« Victory y off Cadiz, Ocf. 10, 1M5. 

^'Thbking it almost impossible to bring a fleet of 
forty sail of the line into battle, in variable winds, 
thick weather, and other circumstances which must 
occur, without such ; a loss of time that the oppbrtu- 
tuty would probably be lost of bringiog the enemy to 
battle in such a manner as to make the business deci- 
«lVe, I have therefore made up my mind to keep the 
^eet in that position of sailing, (with the exception of 
the first and second in command), that the order of 
sailing is to be the order of the battle ; placing the fleet 
in two lines, of sixteen ships each, with an advanced 
squadron of ^ht of the fastest sailing two-deckod 
«hip8, which will always make, if wanted, a line of 
twenty-foar sail, on whichever line the coqimauder- 
in chief may direct. The second in coqitpatand will,' 
after my intentions are made known to him, have the 
entire direction of his line, to mak^ th^ attack upon 
the enemy, and to follow up th^.lil^mitii they are 
captured or destroyed. If the enem/s fleet is seen to 
windward, in* line of battle, and that the two lines 
and advanced squadron could fetch them, they will 
probably be so extended, that their van could not 

vol. V. » 
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fiVCQOor.dietrraar. - I should thertfbwfrdbably make 
the second ULCcvmniaiid's signal^tolfttdttlirou^ about' 
tbe itwelflh ship, from -Uniir rear, (or whevevsevLe could 
Sttdbj if ttol. able to get so far advanoedi) ; my line 
would lead • ^Unough about their ceutrey and' the ad^ 
vaaced s^fttadran, two, three, or four ships a-headof 
Hieir centre, «> as to ensure getting at their com'> 
mander-in-chief, ^hom 6very effort must be mgde to 
capture. — ^Tbe whole, impression of the British fleet 
must be to over-power from two to three- ships a head . 
of their^ CommandeHn-chief (supposed to be in their 
centaie) tp the ifear of tjieir fleet. I. will suppose 
toeBty sail of tlve iise to be untouched, it must be 
dome Ifime before they could perform a mancduvre to 
Itttng thdr iovce compact to attack ^uiy part o( the 
British fleet, or succour their own ships, which, iuv- 
-doed, would be ihipossible without jiiixiEg with the 
sbips e^igaged. The enemy's fteet is supposed to con- 
IsisO of forty-six sail of the line, Bv^itish fbrty, if either 
is less, lyriy a proportion of tlieenemy to be cut off; 
British to be one-fomifli superior to the enemy cut of. 
Somethbg must be left ip.,cbaQce ; nothing is sure ii» 
a sea-fight beyond all others ! Shots wiU carry aw&y 
xnasts and yards of friends as well as foes ; but f look 
witii confidence to a victory beware the van of the 
enemy could .succour their .reai% and then %hat the 
British Heet would be ready to receive the twenty sail 
oi ihe lin^ ior' to pursue them, should they endeavor 
•to make off. If the van of the enemy tacks, the cap- 
tured ships mjusi i^n «to leeward of the British fleet. 
If the enemy wear,. fbe-British -fleet must place them- 
selves between the enemy ^hd. the captured and dis* 
abkd British ships ^ ane^ should the enemy close, J 

5 " 
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have no fear as to the resalt. Hie second in command 
vill, in all possible tki^gs^ direct the naovrmeBts of 
his li^e, by keeping them as eoinpact as the aatore of 
circumatanoes will admit*. Captains are to look to 
their particular line as their rallying point; but in cas# 
signals cannot be seeB» or clearly understooi^l, fi0 cap* 
tain can do very wrong if he places his ship alongside thai 
Afan entm^, 

m 

r Advanced squadron . . S 
Bri&hlHvisfoAs V Weather Une ........ t6 

CL€eJto« ---• 16 

!Enemy ..•.•.••.•.•..••.•••...••••^4$ 

The divbioBS of the British fleet will be bronghl 
))eltrly witfahi gun^shcrt of the enem/s Centre ; the sig- 
nal will most probably be made ion the ke-line to- 
^ear up togef her, to iset iteib^ even their steiering satl9^ 
ih Qfrder to get -as (|biidltlj^ as possible tbthe enemy's 
l^t!hf aii4 t6 cut through,' beginning at the twelfth shity 
«f (he en^my^s rear^ ' SotB« ships ^lay ^t'get thrdugE 
^h^ir ekpected place, blit they wiU alw^ be at ^biittid 
'to atei^t theii^'irietids. K any are tfarowfi in. the rear 
of th^ infcinijr, th€y will complete the bosli^ess c^ 
Hr^l^e ^ of tte ^tifeRiy . Shourd the eiiemy wi^ar to^ 
-f^thiep, t)r beaf up, and sail l«fi*ge, still -the tw^W^ 
ships compelling, in the first |5oshi6n, the ^nehay*^ rear^ 
aire to be fbe objecit of attack of the lee-line, unless 
ofHefwLse directed fey -the ccmimaxlder-'in-dii^^ yiiixch 
•Is^Marcely to be escpedted^ as the eating management 
.dfthe lee<4itie' (after the intenti^^B^^of ^e^eomihander* 
in-cbief are signi6ed) is intended to be left to the adr^ 
zoiral commanding that line. The remainder of the 
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enemy's fleet, tbirty-five sail of the Jinc, are to be 
left tp the management of the commauder-in-cbief» 
who will endeavour to take care that the mov^menis 
' of the second in command are as little interrupted as 
Jorossible. 

** NELSON AKD BRONTB/' 

The Board of Admiralty deserved every praise for 
the active and vigorous exertions they had made to 
place the force under his lordship^ in the best possible 
Estate. The combined fieet in Cadiz had engaged their 
particular attention, and three or four additional sail 
of the line were sent out to him from England. Of 
Ihis reinforcement the en^y, from his lordship's ju-> 
dicious method qf stationing his fleeti .remained per- 
, fectly ignorant. 

The commanders of the combined fleet had recdved 
orders to put to sea the fl rat 'Opportunity that should 
be aflbrded them, either if the British fleet should ht , 
weakened by detachments^ or \ compelled by stress of 
' weather to quit the blockade of Cadis. • Their object 
is supposed to havc^ been» to collect in their passage 
the sqiiadmn at Carthagena, .and.to proceed to Tpu- 
Jon, where, being joined by the tessek in that port, 
they would have formed a fleet of betwc^ 40 and 60 
sail, with which it was their design to prevent, if pos* 
sible, the sailing of any expedition with British troops 
Jl-om Malta, or with Russian troops jrom Corfu* 
•The course they were steering and the account^givea 
.i^ Vice-admira] CoUingwopd's suSseque^t dif|>atcb^s, 
/jystify this presumption. 
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• Admiral Louis had beea, detached od t)ie ]9^ii oi 
October by Lord, Nelson, with seven sail of the line,- 
to Tetuan Bay, for provisions and other necessaries* 
The enemy were informed of this , circumstance^ and 
conceiving that the British, fleet was reduced to about 
twenty sail of the line^ they resolved t9> seize an op- 
poiFtunity so. favorable for exiecuting the peremptoiiy^ 
eommands thej had received. . On the 20th,.Admira} 
Villeneuve and four other admirals^ with 33^ sa.il oi' 
theiinPy. 7 frigates, and 8 qprveUea,^ot under weigh^ 
m^d on the 2.1 st fell in with his lordship, with 26 ship^ 
p£ the line, a few leagues fr^fb-pape Trafalgar. 

.The ibllowing particular^ e^ir^qt^ /rom the Gi- 
ibrakar Chronicle, elucidate .so. completely the yiews^, 
Biptives, and dispositions of \h^ commanders-in-chief 
of the combined fleet|. and are of themselves so ex« 
icem^ly interesting, tl^at their omissioa would be ax^ 
injustice to the reader. 

'* It appears froqa every account thai has been re^- 
c^ved'f rom the Spanish officer^ who have been- takes* 
prisoners, that Admiral Villeneuve cextainly sailed 
from Cadiz with the determin^on of .giving battle to> 
^ English fleet TheEc is, however, the strongest 
reason to believe, that this measure was contrary bptb' 
to the views and instructioiis of Buonaparte, whos^- 
intenlioQS- were, tliat the combined fleets should pro-^ 
ceed from Cadi^ to Toulon, ibrming a junction witb) 
the Carthagena squadron in their way, that he might, 
by these means,^ havQ the greatest part of the Spanish- 
navy in a Freucb pn^ft, tLt^d immediately in his poweri^ 

"©'3 
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in case any reverse of fortune might teqnpt the Spanisli 
govemmeDt to seize a favorable oppottunity to throvr 
off the gaUifig yoke he has imposed upon it. But 
Villeneuve seems to have been impelled t>y motives of 
personal resentment and wounded honor tO/act m op- 
position to the wishes of ^is master. He had been, 
deeply stung by a severe remark in the Moniteur, 
upon what the conduct of the Freiich fleet would be if 
commanded by a man of abilities: the Spaniards had 
also openly upbraided him with not supporting theni 
in the action off Cap^ Finisterre. Buonaparte, he 
likewise knew, had publicly spoken of him in the 
most sarcastic manner ; and» to complete his misfor^ 
^tunes, he had receiyedv private intelligence that AdL 
miral Hosilly was ordei^ from Paris to supersede hioL 
in the command of thd combined' fleets at Cadiz.— » 
Under such circumstances he naturally feh that ^ven: 
a defeat could add but little to his disgrace ; while, on 
the contrary, a victory over a British flee^ command*- 
ed by the first hero of the age, would wipe off every 
stain on Tiis conduct, ancK cover him with immortal 
honor. Thus situated',, he vesolved'to put to sea be- 
fore Adhiiral Rosilly could arrive, in spate of evei^ 
remonstrance from Admiral Gvaviita and the othet 
Spanish officers of rank, who vainly attempted to dis- 
suade* htm from his design of giving battle to the Bri^ 
tish fleet, Which they s&w would be attended with the 
most disastrous consequences^ Villeneuve, howeverv 
was immdves^ble; and the intelligence he had re- 
ceived of Admiral Louis and six ^ail of the line being 
then absent from the fleet, induced him to believe 
ibatLord Nelson had only twenty-one sail of the line 
along, with him, 48 he was ignorant of the reinfoice^^ 
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vient which had arrived from En|(landy owing to the 
great distance at whidb the BHtish fleet kept fromt 
Cadiz./ On this suppomttan^ yilleoeuve's original' 
dnpositioii of hi^ fleet 18 generally allowed, to-have been 
extremely judi^ua.^— Twenty-one of his ^ipe wane to 
be diawn up in the oteal liae of battlei to receive the 
fiist attack of the British fleet; while twelve of his ss- 
leet ships, fofming a bedy ci reserve to windwardi 
^ere to bear down and doable upon the British line^ 
after the action had commenced^ and thus to place it 
between twa fires. Every other precaution was aba 
taken that was thought, nost Hkely to insure success. 
Ten thousand of their <^oicesttiioops were distributed 
throught the fl^et ; the French ships were furnished, witk 
eveiy species of fire-balls and combustibles to throir 
an! board the. Ekiglislv ships, in hopes of being ablia 
either to/ burn theihy or^ produce such eonfusioa fli^ 
might greatly facilitate their design of boarding, whei^ 
an opportunity oflered. The French admiral,. howevei; 
on seeing our fleet so much strongier than, he expected, 
abandoned his original plan, and. formed the whtAd 
of his ships into one line, firmly awaiting the at-^ 
tack." 

A statentient of the reliative.strength of the hostile 
fleets is subjoined.. The references to each ship cot* 
respond wjilbt^aee on the annexed engraving, which, 
represents .the situation of the two fleet&at the moh 
jDent.Qf.commeneing the action^ s 



BRIXISH iXEET. 

■ ..■..-• •■ J. : ■ .■ 

(CaptamT.M. Hartal i 
■B Temerairb •...•• ps i: ■ ■ ' ■ E. Harvey ». 
XI l^dptuae *-.v...- 9k8 -- u ,r^ « T.cF;>Fx€omnde 

D Britkiiiia ..:..:i56fR^*Ad.EiirlofNorA«k 

: tCaptiittC Ballet 
£ Levialljaa .... 74 -^^i*-*— H. W. Bayntwit * 

FConquCTor .-;... 74 L Fellew 

*G Agatnenmon ».•. 04 -**— w*. Sir E. Bcny 

ilAjax ,......- 5^4 >—^ *J. PilfoW^ 

'^l bhoa \-,:.^..v. 74 «{ C; Codringtoa 

S^Mioolaiir. -L . 74 t ^ ■ ' ■ €:*}. M. Maoefieltl 

1lSpaitia(e'.....».. 74 —• — *• Sit F* Lalbrey 
X I>efiaiice .^i...... 74 «——- ^ P. C; Duitam. < 

^•Prince : - 98 :> ■' ■ R. Grindad 

AA Dreadnought •- 9« ^i , ., , , , j. Conn -» 

BB Afrka .:.....j 64 Ci^l^n H. Digby 

a £ A Bi: 

m 

M Royal Sovereign..i00i[ Vke-Admii^CdHkig^^ 

i^l BeHeisle 74 " - ■ " -W. HAr^tt« v ^ 

O Cok>s8u% .--•..'.. -74 * ■ "■ J. N; -Mottm -*• 



* Senior lieutenants commanding in^ the place of Captains- 
Brown and Lechmere, called home to gi?e evicUace on the Mr 
fuicy into the conduct of Sir B* CaldeK* 
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''^ipt Girat ' Commafldlm 

PMars*.. ,.74 •*- 'O. l)uff , - 

Q Tonnant .• • . . . . w. 80 C. Tyler 

R Bellerophon ..J. 7^1^ J.Cooke '- 

S Achiite. 74 Hi King 

T Polyphemus' .•-. 64 •—— R. RedmiH 

U Reveiige ........ 74 ■ H, R. Moorsom 

V Swiftsure 74 -^ W. G. Rutherford 

W Defeh^ .^ 74 ■ Gee. Hope 

Y Thunderer 74 ♦J. Stock ham 

a Euryalbs. . • . ..... 36 ' ■ Hou.H.BJackwoo^ 

b Sirius ....«..r-- 36 — — W. Prowse 

e PhcBbe 36 — — Hon. T, B. Capel 

dNajad 36 T. Dundas 

e Pickle ......* v « v ^0 Lieut. J*. R. Lapenotiere 

f Eutreprenante .... 10 — — J. Puyer ; 
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COMBXN£D FRENCH AND SPANISH FL££ir8« 

SPANISH SHIPS. 

' Sbipt Guilt . Gpmnumifff ' 

^ Rear-AdiniralDonBaltaser 

10 Sant. Trbxdada..I36J Cisneros, Brigadiler'X>OQF« 

\ Uriarte . ^ : 

asPrinciped'AsUriasl 12 \^^''^'t ^° '* ^'^^'^ 

\ uapt. Don Antonia £8c«do 

26 Argonauts .-...* 80 — Don Antenio Perejdr 

1 Nept uno. ^ 84 Brig. Boa C Veldez 

f Yice^Admiral* Den IgnattQ 

11 iSanta Anna .•.-.ll23*iyAliTa,Ca^t.DonJosepli 

(deGardoqui 
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Sbipt Cans 

€ Rayo ..100 

32 Montannea...... 74 

J9 MonaFpa .... — 74 

23 St J. Nepamilcena.74^ 

8 San Fran. de.Asski 74^ 
30 Bahama.. •<•.— 74 
'11 Saa^oiito ..lb... 74 
15 SanLeandfo ...^ 64 

3 San AugustiQO ••74 

:53 SanlidefoMo..*. 7^ 

Flora •«•••..... 44 

Mercurio ^••... 24- 



r CominaMleii 

Brig. Don Hen. M^Dcbtel 
Capt. Doa F. Akedo 
Don Tp Arguinosti 
Bjrig.TJonC.Churruca 
Don Louis de Flores 
•Bi igDonA .D.CraUan^ 
Don Miguel Gaston 
Don Joa. de Queted6 
-Biig.DonF.X.Cai|Pg«l 
Don Jos, ^Vengm 



VKSNCHi^IPff 
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Ship* 



19 Le Bucentaure 



. 4 Le Formidable 



25 L^Algei^ras 



Guns Comflunders 

- -y- Admiral Villeneuve 
.. 80 -^ Captain Prigny 
t ,j Majendie 
gQlftear-A^roii-il'trirfa^lioir 
" . \ Captain M. LetelUer , 
„ C Rear-Admiral Magon 
1 Captain Bruard 
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|£ L^huiiQinpta^ie. 
13 Le Neptune . 
20 Le-PViton •'«.'. 
5^ Levant Dluf^o 
^S l^ Siwjittsure .. 

,^. % Uf Scapion •.-... 74 -r Berengt;r 

1^4. Le; Bewick .^^^^ 74 
^IS I L'lultrepide « « « •. 74\ 



,.. a4i/- 

.., 84; V 

...74 - 
i.. 74 > 






Hubert 
Maistral 
Cosmas 
le Vittegrifs 
Villemadria 
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Camas 
Inigruist 
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^iVAigJifi •.•••^^^ 74:.:Ci^CfunC9urrege 

9 L'HerdB :-«:-•-.-«.... 74, . » ■ ■ Poulain 
18 lj.^.Foii^gtteux.«.^j[74 . rr-— - B^audoitui 

7 UPuQuayTsoiaa 74 — Touflei 

22 L'ArgoDa,ute .... 74 ■'! fi ' " ^ Epron 

14 Le Redoubtable.. 74 -nr^*- Lupas 

!?7 L'AchiUei ....... 74 TrTr-pr-»- de iIif5up9Bt 

40 L'deriBioQe ...... 4Q 

87 L^Hoftiiinne .... 4p 

SP'LaComeUe .... 40 

^6 La TbiMTiise ..... 40 * 

34LeRhio 40 

^ L'Argus ........ 1$ 

3«LeFerpete. .18. 

L'Observateur .. 18 . . 

The heroic Nehon now saw within his reach the 
enemy of whom he had been so long in pursuit. When 
he found that he had placed them in such a situation 
that they could not avoid an engagement, he displayed 
the utmost animation, at(d his usual confidenke of vie* 
tory ; he said to Captain Hardy, and the other officers 
who surrounded him on the quarter-deck, " Now they' 
cannot escape us ; I think we shall at least make sure* 
of twenty of them — I shall probably lose a leg, but 
that will be purchasing a victory cheaply/'* 
. About twelve at nooh the ftctidn began, and the last 
Bignal' befbre it commwiced-fwas'-a private signal by 
telegraph, a signal too emphatic ever to' be forgotten 
— -" England expects every, man to do his duty." 
While the Victory was goiag into action, liis lordship ^ 



vralked the deck very quickly^ and exclaimed : '* This 
is the happieist day ai my life — and itts^ a hi^;>()y day 
too for Burnham Thorpe, (the place of his nativity) 
, for it i8 the day of their fair.'' He then went ovet the 
different decks, saw and conversed with the seamen, 
encouraged them with his usual affability, and was 
much plea^ with the manner in which they had bar- 
ricaded the hawse-holes of the ship, - All was perfect 
death-like silence, till just before -the action Ib^an, 
Three cheers were given his lordship as he ascended 
the quarter-deck ladder. He had been particular in 
. recommending cool steady tiring in preference to a 
hurrying fire, without aim or precision, and the event 
justified his lordship's advice, as the masts of his op- 
ponents came tumbling down on their decks, and over 
their sides, within half an hour after the battfe began 
to rage in its full fury. 

It was Lord Nelson's intention to have broken 

' through the enemy's line between the tenth and eleven th 

^ ship's from th.eir van, but finding the enemy's hne in 

that pailso close that there was not room to pass, he 

ordered the Victory to be run on board the ship that 

opposed him* The Temeraice, which seconded the 

Victory, likewise ran on board of the tiext ship in the 

jenemys line, so that these four ships were for a con- 

(iderable time engaged, as it were, in one mass, and 

*so close, that the fiash of almost every gun fired front 

the Victory set fire to the Redoubtable, to which ship 

vshe was at that time opposed; while the British sea* 

«aeD with the greatest coolness were, at intervals, emr 

ployed in the midst of a tremendous iiie in throwing 

buckets of water to extinguish the flames on board of 

s -- . 
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the enemy's ship, lest by spreading they might involve 
both in destruction. 

The ship of the French commander-in-chief was 
\vhat Lord Nelson had determined first to engage, if 
he could have distinguished her ; but singular as it 
may appear, no person on board could discover th€ 
French admiral's flag fiying during the whole of the 
day, though the Victory was for some time within 
.pistol -shot of her, and saluted her so warmly as to 
lender her incapable of talking any farther share in the 
engagement. 

. Lord Nelson, upon this, shot a-head to the Spanish 
admiral's ship, the superb Santissima Trinidada. With 
this same Santissima Trinidada he had already gained 
the highest honor in grappling, during the action off 
Cape St. Vincent, on the 14th of February, 1797. She 
was the largest ship in the world, carried 136 guns, 
and liad four decks. - The hero ordered the Victory to 
be carried alongside his old acquaintance, as he called 
her, and to be lashed to this tremendous opponent. 
The conflict was horrible ; the enemy were engaged at 
the muzzle of their guns. A dreadful carnage was 
made iu their ships, which were full of men. The San- 
tissima Trinidada had on board JfiOO, including a 
corps of treops, among whom were some sharp- 
shooters. 

The conflict had continued with great obstinacy for 
two hours, and the riflemen placed in the tops of the 
the enemy's ships were doing great execution. Cap- 
tain Adair, of the marines, fell pierced with several 
balls ; Mr. Pasco, the first lieutenant of the Victory, 
received a wound, and out of 110 marines stationed 
on the poop and quarter-deck, upwards of 80 were 
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killed and wounded. His Lord^ip having in tb^ 
morning put on the stars of Lis different orders, the 
badges of honor he had gained in many a hard-fought 
battle, his secretary and chaplain entreated hiip, pre- 
vious to the engagement, to take them off, fearing, 
but too justly, that his dress might expose him. " No," 
I'eplied the hero, " in honor I gained them ; in honor 
I will die in them/' Captain Hardy observing from 
the manner in which the sharp-shooters fired, that it 
viras their object to single out the officers, repeatedly 
requested Lord Nelson to change his coat, or to put 
on a great-coat over it. The undaunted admiral an- 
swered, he had not time, and too soon were Captaiu 
Hardy's apprehensions verified. A shot from the 
main-top of the Redoubtable, as it is supposed, car- 
ried iiway part of the epaulet, and penetrating the ^ 
9tary entered his left breast, and took a direction 
through the vital parts — he fell, and was immediately 
carried below. The surgeons were busily employed 
upon the wounded — his lordship desired, as on a for- 
mer occasion, to take his turn. As soon as the sur- 
geon examined the wound, he saw it was mortal. The 
gallant hero had hi^ eyes fixed attentively upon him — 
he saw the surgeon turn pale, and his countenance as- 
sume the deepest impression of grief—" It is mortal, 
1 tee," said he. The surgeon did not, or could not . 
#peak. He directed Capiain Hardy to be called. He 
spoke no more of his wound, except when he first 
communicated to the captain the surgeon's conviction. 
He employed the' short time he hved in dictating orders 
relative to tbie battle, in receiving reports, in enquiring 
what was the condition of the enemy, and what ships 
bad struck. He lived about au hour, during which 
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time he remained perfectly collected, and displayed 
the same heroic magnanimity in the arms of death 
that had marked bis conduct in every action of his 
glorious life* To the last moment lie wa» able to givft 
directions with the utmost clearness and precision. 

Like General Wolfe breathing out his life on the 
heights of Abrahajn, he enquired, '^ whether the enemy 
gave way/' Being told by Captain Hardy that he was 
certain twelve of the enemy's ships had surrendered; , 
but that probably more bad struck, bis lordship said : 
^* What, only twelve ! there should have been, at least; 
J^fteen or sixteen by my calculation. However/' added 
be, after a short pause, ** twelve are pretty well." 
As life ebbed fast away, the number augmented. H« 
was told that fifteen had struck ; he seemed enraptured 
with the intelligence. He was soon afterwards roused 
by another cheer from the crew of the Victory, and 
was informed that nineteen sail of the enemy had sub* 
mitted. " Nineteen !" exclaimed the expiring hero : 
** I could wish to have lived a little longer too. Biit,'' 
added he, *^ the will of God be done.'' He laid his 
head upon the shoulder of Captain Hardy, who re« 
mained with him to the last, and in a few moments' 
his gallant soul escaped for ever ! • • 

Just before his dissolution he spoke in raptures of 
the event of the day, and sent his last instructions and 
his regards to Admiral Collingwood, desiring, ^' that ho' 
would make his affectionate farewel to all his brother 
seamen throughout tlie fleet!'' 

It was known on board the Trinidada that the Bri- 
tish adtuiral had .been wounded, and the moment he 
fell there was a general shout on board the Spanish 
fihipu Short however was the exultation of her crew, 
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vbo were soon obliged to strike to the irresistible 
prowess of the British tars. After tliis conquest the 
Victory stikbdued a third ship, which .closed the en* 
gageaient vrith heo^ 

Admiral CoUingwood with his division of the British 
fleet, was meanwhile closely engaged with the rear of 
the eaeoiy. The Hoyal Sovereign, indeed, was in ac- 
tion twenty minotes before any other ship. Her op* 
ponent was; the Santa Anna, of 1 i 2 guns, bearing the 
flag of Vice-admiral Don Igoatio d'Aliva. During the 
<;pnflict the Royal Sovereign had the misfortune to be 
di6ma£ted| on which the Euryalus, Captain Black- 
wood' was sent to her assistance. Sach was the spirit 
^f the ttien in this situation^ thai they hailed her with : 
** My little ship, heave our head round, that our 
broadside may beaar, and we shall soon be at the sally- 
port." The fUtfyaftts then hove herisead round, and 
she gavff the Santa Anna a broadside that crushed her 
side in. 

The Santa Anna soon afterwards strnck to the Ton- 
mant of S4r and was taken possession of by a lieutenant, 
an oiBoer. .ctf marines, tod sixty marines and seamen* 
The dnmdkxl. hurricane which soecceded the battle, 
drove the Santa Anna towards the shore, and there 
#at tH^y reasoh to suppose, as her starboard side 
ylr^s beaten in^ that ^le would go down. The British 
seamen, being insufficient to manage this large ship, 
the commanding officer, as is usual in captured vessels, 
required some of the prisoners to assists' The storm 
still continued in all its iMfy, and these men, instead 
of aiding in tl^e preservation of the ship, rose upon 
the Kfigiishj Md being joined by the rest of the crew, 
ipade theaa priiooie» of war, and carried tlie ship into 
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C&diz. . These miscreants, however^ who after being 
beaten in fair fighting, struck their colors, and accept- 
ed quarter when another broadside would have sent 
them to the bottom, and yet behaved in this difiba-* 
norable manner, were not Spaniards, but Frenchmen, 
by whom the ship was entirely manned. When the 
"weather moderated, the Spanish commandant of Ca- 
diz,witli that honor by which his nation has often l)eea 
distinguished, sent off the British seamen and marines 
in a cartel to the Sirius. 

Both the French and the Spaniards fought despe- 
rately ; the former seemed desiroiiTls of clearing them- 
^selves from the imputation thrown upon tliera by the 
latter, after the action with Sir Rpbert Calder, of hav-. 
ing wished to malce the Spaniards bear the brunt of 
the battle. Admiral Gravina vs said to have declared, 
that he had been thrust forward in that action, but that 
he would this time make the French take a^ equal 
share ;> they did so, and both fought bravely.—Many 
of our ships had two or more on them at a time. The 
Temeraire was boarded by two ships at once ; .the.ene-* 
my poured upon > the. quarter-deck m. great numbers^ 
rushed to the fls^^staff, and tore down the colors. 
Cor gallant tars were in the highest degree enraged ; 
they immediately turned- to — cleared the deck of every 
.one of the enemy ; most were killed, the rest wer6 
forced overboard ; the colors were hoisted amidst loud 
huzzas, and the two ships which boarded her, were ' 
forced in their turn to strike their colors* It is wor- 
thy of remark, and perhaps a similar instance never 
occurred in the history of naval combats, that after the 
gallant crew of the Telneraire had carried the two 
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ships opposied to her, Uiey turned the enem/s gu ns to 
good account during the remainder of the action. 

Captain Freeniantle, in the Neptune, of 98 guns, 
had two Spanish ships of the «arae force to contend 
with, and in consequence of the calm which prevailed, 
brought both his broadsides to bear so effectually on 
his opponents as to carry away all their masts ; and 
liiough he himself lost comparatively but few men, 
the slaughter on board the Spaniards when they struck 
was truly dreadful. 

The Dreadnought, Captatu Conn, having dismasted 
her antagonist in the most gallant style, passed on to 
the Prince of Asturias, bearing the flag of the Spanish 
commander in chief. She made from the Dread- 
nought with all sail, but not until she had been raked 
with three tremendous and well-directed broadsides. 

The Leviathan, Captain Bayn^un, after passing 
throiigH the enemy's line, dismasted her opponent^ 
faked the Santi^ma Trinidada, and passed on to tha 
St. Augustine, one of seven who appeaiied to be cc/ok* 
hig to surround her. She was silenced in a quarter 
of. 1^ hour, aud the gallant crew of the Leviathan 
making her fast with a hawser, towed her into the 
fleet with tlie English jack flying. Her fire now ceased 
for a short tim«, but only to be renewed with fresh 
animatioti. The French ship L'lotrepide had, by 
distant firing, cut thesaAi^and rigging of the Leviathan, 
but three more British ships coming up, after a noble- 
tesistance, she was compelled to surrender* While 
this was doing, a circumstance occurred which serves 
tb shew with what enthusiasm British seamen are aai*- 
mated when fighting for the gK>ry of their coantry. A 
shot took off the arm of Thomas Main, when ^ hi^ 
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gun* on the forecastle ; his messmates kindly offered to 
assist him in going to the surgeon, but lie bluntly said, 
'' I thank you, stay where you ^re, you will do more 
good there ;*' be then went down by him^lf to the 
cockpit. The surgeon, who respected him, would wiU 
' Jingly have attended him, in preference to others whose 
wounds were leas alarming ; but Main would not ad« 
i»it of it, saying, ^< Avast, not until it comes to my 
turn, if you pleaae;'^ The surgeon' soon after ampu-> 
tated the shattered part of the arm, near the shouldei*, 
durmg which, with great composure, smiling, and 
ti^ith a steady clear voice, he sang the whole of Rule 
Britannia* . The cheerfulness of this tough son of Nep-^ 
tune was of infinite use in keeping up the spirits of his 
wounded shtpiBates ; but we are sorry to add that this 
Irne fellow died in Gibraltar hospital of a fever, whea 
bis -arm waa nearly well. 

In the Esvcl of Northesk, the commander itx dbief 
found a wortfay second, and a gallant emulator of faki 
great example. The Britannia (Old Ironsides, as our 
brave sailors call her) certainly did no discredit to 
the name she bears ; she broke through the enemy'il 
line, asteru of their fourteeiith ship, pouring in o* 
each side a most tremendous and destructive lire, wdd 
spreading havoc and dismay wherever ste went. In 
a few fflimites, she totally dismasted a French eighty- 
gun Bhip,'£rom which a white handkerchief was waved 
in token of submissioh. Leaving her to be picked u{) 
by some of our frigates, the Britannia passed on to 
others of the enemy, and continued engaging frequent- 
ly on both sides, and with two or three at a time, witb 
Tcry littte intermission, for upwards of four hours. 
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Tbe old BellerophoQ came in as usual for her fuli^ 
share in the glorious- transactions of the day. Her 
commaDder, Captain Cooke, fell while nobly perform-- 
log his duty, about fifty minutes after opening his fire. 
He bad carried tbe Bellerophon on board of the Freoch^ 
ship L'Aigle, in which situation she remained upwards 
of an hour, her fore-yard locked with her opponent's 
' main. At the same time she had the Monarca, a' 
Spanish 74, close on her weather-bow, and two others 
pf the enemy's ships were occasionally annoying her 
on each quarter till they were taken up by. tbe Colos- 
sijfs and Achille^ In this perilous position nothing 
could surpass the gallantry and determined resolution 
of every individual Three times was the Bellero- 
phon set on fire during the action^ by combustibles 
thrown in at the ports, but it was always extinguished 
before it did any mischief. 

While the Tonnant, Captain . Tyler, was engaged 
with the French ship Algeziras, which was at length 
compelled to strike, D. Fitzpatrick, a seaitian of th^. 
Tonnant, actually went from the main chains to the 
- T>owsprit of the enemy, and tore away the jack, but as 
he was bearing off the prize in triumph, he w^ shot £md 
fell between the two ships. 

The Belleisle was totally dismasted within one hour 
after the commencement of the action. Notwithstand- 
ing the misfortune, her brave commander^ Captain 
/ Hargood, |}y the dexterous use of his sweeps, brought 
his broadside to bear upon his two opponents, so as to 
maintain an effective fire upon them during the re- 
mainder of the engagement The battle lasted four 
hours, and a dead calm prevailing the whole of thes 
iiayi every shot told and did some' execution ; but 
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ibur of the British ships were so becalmed, that they 
were unable to share the glory of the conflict^ which 
with their co-operation, would probably have proved 
still more decisive. 

On the surrender of the Bucentaure, an officer and 
one hundred men were sent to take possession of her* 
They conducted themselves with th^t moderatiou and 
forbearance to a vanquished enemy which is cbarac* 
teristic of Britons, The violent slontiy which so so<>ii 
followed t^ engagement, prevented the removal of the 
prisoners, and drove the Bucentaure towards Cadiz^ 
wlien the Frenchmen, from their superior numbers, 
w^re easily enabled to regain possession of the ship, 
and c^rry her into the harbor,- where, however, she 
was stranded, and completely wrecked. The crew» 
and the party 6f Englishmen, were taken off the 
wreck by the boats of one of the French frigates in 
the babor, aud carried on board the vessel. The in* 
fom^ua and cowardly crew of the frigate, when tliey 
saw tome of the gallant conquerors of their admiral 
and his fleet completely in their power^ unarmed, ex* 
hausted with fatigue and shipwreck, and incapable 
of resistance-^in this situation did these dastardly 
Frenchmen, in revoige ix the defeat they had sustain- 
ed$ assault and treat with the utmost cruelty, and with 
every species of insult and inhumanity, many of the 
unfortunate and defenceless English prisoners whom 
the fury of the elements, and not the fiate of battle, had 
thus subjected to their power. 

Upwards of one hundred of pur gallant seamen pe*- 
rished during the gale of wind after the action, in their 
generouis efforts to save the prisoners out of the diflfe- 
rei^t prizes. Among the numerous and singular exer* 
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tioiis that were made upon tbis occasion by all tb^ ships 
of the fleet, the conduct of Captain Malcolm, and the 
crew of the Donnegal, who, at the iimninent hazard of 
being totally lost, rescued hundreds of the enemy from 
a watery grave. Is particularly worthy of notice. — Du- 
ring the violence of the gale, when that ship was rid** 
ing at anchor near the Berwick, then in possession of 
the English, some of the French prisoners on board 
the prize, in a fit of madness oi* desperation, cut the 
cables of the Berwick, in consequence of which, she 
immediately drove towards the dangerous shoals of St. 
Lucar> then to leeward, where there was hardly a 
cl)ance of a man being savied. In this situation Cap* 
tain Malcolm, without hesitation, ordered the cdbles 
of the Donnegal to be instantly cut, and stood after 
ithe Berwick, to which he dispatched his boats, with 
orders first to save all the woun<icd Frenchmen, before 
they brought off any of the English, which order was 
mo8t punctually complied with ; the English were 
next removed ; but, before the boats could return, the 
Berwick' struck upon the shoals, and every soul on 
board perished, to the number of 300. The wounded 
Frenchmen, who were thus saved, were supplied wilh 
the cots and bedding wliich had been prepared for our 
sick and wounded ; and, after being treated with every 
kindness and mark of attention, they 'were sent into 
Cadiz, by a flag of truce, with alltne cots and bedding 
in which they had been placed, that they might suflier 
as little pain or inconvenience as possible in their re- 
moval. Another trait of generosity in two seamen of 
this ship deserves to be recorded. On the 26th of 
October, whilst the Donnegal was at anchor oft Cadiz, 
in a violent gale of \Wud, one of the Spanish prisoners 
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fell overboacrd. Though the sea was running so high, 
that they had not ventured to hoist out a boat for 
twelve hours before, two seamen belonging to the Pon- 
negal immediately jumped overboard after him, in 
hopes of saving his life, to the admiration of the Spa- 
niards, who were Ipst in astonishment at so daring an. 
act. The poor man, however, sunk and was drowned^ 
just as one of the Ei^lish seamen had nearly got hold 
of him; a boM wiis immediately lowered, and fortu- 
nately the two gallant fellows arrived safe on board 
again. 

Soon after the action, the Santissima Trinidada was* 
sunk,^ and the Achille, a French 7^, blew up. The 
Pickle schopner used uncommon exertion in picking 
up the men, and succeeded in getting safe on board 
160 of her crew, who were put below, and offered 
every accommodation. The gratitude of the French- 
men, however, by no means kept pace with the huma- 
nity of our brave tars ; very few of them seemed grate- 
ful for their lives, or. acknowledged the kindness and 
attention, shewn to them. Scarcely were fehcy left by 
themselves, before they began to concert measures 
Hot capturing the scliooner ; but being overhear/! by an 
officer, he fasteneid down the hatches, and by that 
means preserved the ship. 

Many of the officers and seamen, who were in[^ this 
tremendous conflict, ha^e stated, that they were as- 
tonished to see such a large fleet destroy>ed in so short 
^ a time. The masts and rigging fell over the sides of 
the enemy's ships with such rapidity, that it appeared 
more the effect of machinery than any tiling that could 
have been produced by the force of a cannonade in an 
engagement. 
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Tbe hero of A Wiricir, sunk to rest on the boeom of 
Victory, which crowned ^e last achievement of hU 
life witii a glory that even eclipsed the lustre of all his 
foriBftr exploits. Nineteen sail of the line were the 
prize of this dear-bought conqaest. Among the pri« 
soners was Villeneuve himself^ who at fiist was almost 
frantic with grief and despair. He considered hisde-^ 
.leat as a dream, and could scarcely persuade himself 
that he was a. prisoner, and that his fine fleet had, in 
the short space of IfQur hours, been consigned to total 
destruction. 

~ As every particular of this glorious conflict cannot 
fail to prove interesting to the reader, the following ac- 
count of it by an intelligent officer of the Bellerophon, 
shall be introduced before he is presented with the 
ofl^cial details. Having given a brief statement of 
the preceding operations of the combined fleet, the 
writer thus proceeds :— -: 

" As we knew the enem}', who were now reinforced 
by five sail of the line, in Cadiz, had positive orders 
to put to sea, and retrieve their character after the ac- 
tion with Sir R. Calder, we were in momentary ex- 
pectation of their coming out, fiml every ship tiiat was 
perceived coming from the in-shore squadron, was ex- 
pected to convey the welcome intelligence. Every one 
was in the highest spirits, xmd so (K)nfident were our 
people of success, that, on the very morning of the ac- 
tion, when we were bearing down on a superior fleet,, 
they were employed in fixing the number of their 
prizes, and pitching upon that which should fall to the 
lot of each of our ships ; ours, by the calculation of 
the old sailors on board, was to have been the Santis- 
sima Trinid;:da, the Spanish four-declier \ and; I dare 
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say, we were far from being the only ship in ^tlie fleef 
that had fixed upon her. We were not long kep't lit 
that state of anxiety and suspense, which, you wil|[ 
naturally suppose every one in our situation must have 
felt ; for, about nine o'clock in the morning of the .19th 
October, the Mars was. observed tiring guns, aod mak- 
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ing signals for tiie enemy's fleet being under weigh., 
Tlie admiral immediately made signal for a generaV 
chace and to clear for action, which was obeyed with^ 
the greatest alacrity, and in ten minutes the whol^ 
fleet was under all sail, steering fqr the Streights,^ 
which was supposed 10 be the enemy's destination^ for 
the purpose of forming a junction with the CarthageRa 
and Toulon squadrons. The Bellerophon, Belleisle. 
Leviathan, Orion, and Polyphemus, soon Shewed their 
superiority of sailing, and got far a-head of the res.t ^f 
the fleet ; at day-light, in the morning, we were in 
sight of the Rock of Gibraltar, but, on a frigate's makr. 
ing signal for the enemy's fleet bearing N. E.^ wrpre, 
and again formed the order of sailing ; the aay was un- 
favorable, and weather squally, so that we did not get 
sight of the enemy, though our small vessels formed a 
chain betwixt them and us. In the following night, wa 
got so close to them, as to perceive plainly their sig- 
nals, and every one was in the most an^^ious state of 
suspense, till day-light, the next morning, (2Ist)^ 
when the enemy was plainly discerne<^ about seven 
miles to leeward of us, and about five leagues from Cape, 
Trafalgar — Every advantage was on their side ; they 
had thirty-ihree sail of the line, whilst we had only 
twenty-seven; they were full of seamen and troops, and 
had a friendly port under their lee : wliilst we had t(} 
beat off shore after the action, and might certainly have 
VOL. r. -n 
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expected some of our disabled ships would hi^ve drift- 
ed on shore, but nothing was au obstacle to the hero 
of Aboukir, and he immediately made signal to bear 
down on the enemy in two columns, himself in the Vic« 
tory leading the starboard division^ Admiral Colling* 
vrood^ in the Royal Sovereign, the larboard one, in 
vhich the Bellerophon was the fifth ship ; no signal 
was ever obeyed with 4nore pi*omptitude : one would 
have thought that the people were preparing for a fes- 
tival, rather than a combat, and no dissatisfaction was 
expressed, except at the state of the weather, which 
was calm, and prevented our nearing the enemy till ten 
o'clock, when a light breeze springing up, we came up 
with them fast. They were, in the mean time, employ- 
ed in forming a close and well- imagined, though, till 
now, unexampled order of battle ; but which, had 
their plan of defence been as well executed as it was 
contrived, would have rendered our victory much 
more dearly bought than it has been ; they were form* 
cd in a double line, thus: — 

^ I 2 3 

'4 5 6 

French and Spaniards alternately, and it was their in- 
tention on our breaking the line (which manoeuvre 
tbey expected we should as usual put in execution) 
astern of No.*4, for No. 2, to make sail, that the Bri- 
tish ship in hauling up should fall on board of her, 
while No. 5, should bear up and rake her, and No. ], 
would bring her broadside to bear, oa her starboard 
bow. Luckily, this manoeuvre only succeeded with 
Uie Tonnant and Bellerophon, which were among the 
ships that suffered nu)st. A few moments before the 

action commencedi Lord Nelson conveyed the follow^ 
5 - ' 
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ing sentence by telegraph, to the fleet — " England ex- 
pects every man will do bis duty :" the loud and re* 
peated cheering with which this was receivedy was a 
convincing proof that such an injunction was need- 
less. 

''At noon precisely the action commenced, by the 
Fougeux and Monarca opening fire on the Royal So- 
vereign. Now follows an extiact from our log — * 1 2 
10, Royal Sovereign opened fire on the enemy's centre 
— 12 13, answered l6 general — 12 20, Royal Sove* 
reign, at the head of the larboard division, broke the 
enemy's line astern of a Spanish three-decker, ahd cli- 
gaged her to leeward, being followed by the Mars» 
Belleisle, and Tonnant, who Engaged their respective 
opponents — 12 25, opened our fire on the enemy — 12 
28,- Victory, at th^ starboard division opened her fire on 
the enemy — 1 2 30, engaging both sides, in passmg. 
through the enemy's line, astern of a Spanish two- 
decker, (El Monarca) — 12 45, fell foul of by the 
French two-deck ship, L'Aigle, whilst hauling to the 
wind, our fore-yard locking with her main one^ kept 
up a brisk fire both on her, on our starboard bow, 
and a Spanish two decker, (El Monarca,) on tbt 
larboard bow, at the same time receiving and re- 
turning fire wit^ a Spanish two-decker (Bahanba) 
on the larboarci quarter, and receiving the fire of 
a Spanish two-decker (St. Juan Nepomuceno), athwart 
bur stern, and a French two-decker (La Swiftsure) 
on the starboard quarter. The action soon after 
became general. At one, the maiu and mizen top-masts 
fell over tUe starboard side ; main- top-sail, and top- 
gallant-^ail caught fire — 1 5, the master, and 111, 
thp captain felf; still foul of L'Aigle — and keeping up 
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a brisk iSre from the main and lower decks ; quarter- 
deck, poop, and forecastle, being nearly cleared by 
the enemy's musketry, chiefly from troops on board 
L'Aigle — 1 10, the jib-boom was shot away — I 40, 
L'Aigle dropt astern, under a raking fire from us, as 
SjJlifL fell otf ; our ship at this time quite unmanageable 
from- braces, bowlines, &:c. shot away.^— i 44, L'Aigle 
vas .engaged by. the Defiance — 2 5, she struck. On 
the smoke clearing up, observed §everal of the enemy's 
ships had struck. Fired several shots at El Monarca, 
Qur first opponent, when she struck.— 3, sent an offi- 
cer and party of men to take possession of her — 3 6, 
the ship being ungovernable, and in danger of falling 
<>n hoard of Ton n ant, T^ineraire, arni prizes, made 
5 18, ^to Sirius, out boats and sent tlism a-head to 
tow, towed and swept the ship clear of them^ received 
prisorjcrs froui our prizes — 4 5, answered 101 — 4 10, 
opened our fire on fi.ve. French ships, making off .toi 
windward, the ster^nip^t of which was cut off, and 
s^rjuck to the Minotaur-^d 7, the firing ceased, thir- 
t«en sail of the enejoiy.'s ships making off to leeward, 
fo^r of their line tq. vitu^va^d — 5 20, answered, 99 ge-, 
T^alr-^ 30, took'poaession of Ej Bahama, JSpauisU 
7.4-r-8unset, onex)f tlie pi:i;2es sunk, another blew up/ 
XUus far our log, but it will not be amiss .to mention,, 
tiiat whilst engag^^^>viih the five ships in this situation, 
LV\iglc twice attemi^ted Jto b|oard us, and hove several 
gr^iiadcs ioito ou**. lower deck, whj^hfburst, and wound- 
e^,sp.vcrAl of our people most dreadfully ; shelikewis<) 
s^t ^re to our fore chains ; pur firQ was so hot;, that 
we. soon drove them from the lower deck ; after which, 
our people took the coios out, and elevated their guns, 
so as to tear her. decks and sides to pictes ; when shu 
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gotdear of us, slie did not return a Bingle shot, wbiht 
we raked her ; her starboard quarter was entirely 
beaten in, and, as we afterwards learned, 400 kors lie 
combat, so that she was an easy conquest for the De* 
fiance, a fresh ship ; we wtre well matched, she being 
the best manned in the combined, and we in the Bri* 
tish fleet. Unfortunately situated as we were, I have 
;no doubt she would have struck, had we been able to 
follow and engage her for a quarter of an hour longer'; 
but had we been, fairly alongside of her, half an hour 
would have decided the contest, for 1 must say, i was 
astonished at the coolness and undaunted bravery dit* 
played by our gallant and veteran crew, when sur* 
rounded by five of the enem/s ships, and, for a length 
of time, unassisted by any of ours. Our loss, as migbl 
be' expected, was considerable, and fell chiefly on ouf ' 
prime seamen, who were foremost in distinguishing 
themselves ; 28, including the captain, master, and 
a midshipman were killed outright ; and 127 wounded, 
including the captain of marines, who had eight balls i, 
in his body, and his right arm shot off, before ha 
quitted tlie deck. The boatswain,, and five nudship* 
men were badly wounded, and about 40 more sli^itly, 
so as not to be incapable of duty ; 19 of the wounded 
had already died before we left Gibraltar. 1 consider 
myself as very fortunate iu having escaped unhurt; as 
our class suffered so severely. Our second lieutenant, 
x^yself, and eight men, formed the party thai took ' 
possession of the Monaica ; we remained till the mom* 
ing without farther assistance, or we should most pro* 
bably have saved her, t(iough she had suffered much 
more than ourselves ^ we kept possession of her, how* 
ever, for four days^ in the most dreadful weathei^ 
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3vheD, hating ];ollied. away all b^r masts, and being 
. m danger of immediately sinking, or running on shore, 
1W3 v^re . fortunaUly saved by the Leviathan, with all < 
but about 150 prisonersi who were afraid of getting 
inta the boatd. 

.i**l can assure yoja I felt not tlie least fear of death 
during the action, which I attribute to the general 
coi^deiKe of victoiy which I saw all around me ; but 
in the prize, wh^n I was in danger of, and had time 
to reflect upon the approach of death, either from the 
rising of the Spaniards upon so small a number as we 
¥?ere composedof, or, what latterly appeared inevitable, 
Scom the. violence of the storm, I was most certainly 
afraid; .jand, at one time, when the ship made three 
Sett water in- ten minutes, when our people were al- 
most all lying drunk upon deck, when the Spaniards, 
^mplet^ly worn with fatigue,^ would no longer work 
ai the only chain^pump left serviceable, when I saw 
the fear of immediate death so strongly depicted in 
'the countenances of all around me, 1 wrapped- myself 
up in a union jack, and lay down upon deck for a 
shoxt time, quietly awaiting the approach of death* 
But the love of life soon after again roused me, and, 
after great exertions on the part of the British and 
Spanish officers, who had joined together for the mu- 
tual preservation of their lives, we got the ship before 
the wind, determined to run her on shore; this wa? 
at midnight; but, at day-light in the nKM-ning, the 
weather being more moderate, and having again 
gained upon the water, we hauled our wind, perceiv* 
ifig a three-decker (El Rayo) dismasted but with Spa- 
nish colors up, close to leeward of us. The Leviathan, 
the^^rst British sbqp we had seen for tlie last thirty 
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hours, seeing this, bore down, and firing a shot a 
head of us, the Rayo struck without returning a gun." ' 

It would be doing injustice to the brave corps of 
royal marines, who suffered exceedingly in the engage 
ment, not to stale that they, one and all, fell like 
heroes, animating each other to the latest moments of 
their lives, and iixiitating, ad closely as possible, the 
transcendent qualities of their great and good Chiefs 
To such a pitch of heroism were they inspired, that 
they absolutely gloried in following him ; and although 
tde honest, unchangeable loyalty of this useful corps 
has, from its first establishment in the year 1 684, ever 
evinced itself under every difficulty and in every con- 
test, yet never did the royal marines do more or bet« 
ter service than upon that day, so glorious to England. 
and to her navy. Both officers and men died blessing 
their sovereign, and exulting in ttje defeat of their in^ 
veterate foe. 

To. record all the individual instances of heroism- 
and enthusiasm displayed on the glorious 21st of Oc-* 
tober, would be impossible. Every man in the British 
fleet proved himself a hero, and each behaved as if 
the issue of the contest depended on his particular ex- 
ertions. Of that contempt of pain which is justly con- 
sidered a feature in the character of an English sailor,' 
the following instances are related. — A young man of 
' the Victory, named Price, was carried into the cock- 
pit with his leg cut off up to the knee. He was aa 
heroic youth, only seventeen. The surgeons could . 
not attend him on the moment : he drew out a knife, 
and cut off a piece of flesh and the splinter of a bone 
with great composure.—" I can stay," said he, " hi 
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me doctor myself." —Wreu ihe j^iirgecm attended him, 
it was found necessary to amputate above the knee. 
He submitted to the operation without a groan. ** It 
is nothing at all,'* said he, " I thought it had been 
ten times worse. I wish my poor Lord was alive; he 
would have. given me a sword for this; that would 
have got me a recommendation- to the Admiralty, and 
they would have made me a lieutenant/' 1 his boy 
was afterwards seen hopping about the streets of Ports- 
mouth, and all his anxiety was lest he should not be 
well enough to attend the fMneral of his beloved com- 
mander. 

The following anecdote is given on the authority of 
Mr. Chivers, surgeon of the Tonnani. — A .naan who 
was working one of the quarter->deck guns was shot 
through the great toe. He looked at his toe, then 
at his gun, and then at bis toe again ; at length he 
took out his pocket-knife, and gave it to his com- 
rade. *^ Jack," 1said he, *S cut that bit of skin 
through for me." — '' No, mAi/* says the other, go 
down to the doctor." — '^ Damn it, I am ashamed of 
going down to him for thb trifle — just whip it off for 
me, it's only a bit of skin.'' ^ At this moment, the car- 
ronade near him accidentally took a cant from a roll 
of the ship, and crushed the whole of that part of his 
foot, when he was reluctantly compeUed to leave the 
deck. 

A heavy shower of the er^my's musketry swept the 
quarter-deck of the Royal Sovereign, when she had 
seven ships upon her, so that Captain Rotheram was 
at one time left standing almost alone, among the 
dead, dyings and wounded who strewed the deck..-— 
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Caplain Rotheram had on his gold- laced cocked bat, 
(ratter a remarkable one) and gold epaulets. He 
was. asked why be exposed, bknself so limch. to the 
enemy's sharp-shooters in that conspicuous dress* 
With the same spirit that animated the bosom of bii^ 
heroic chief, he replied, " 1 have always fought in 4 
cocked hat, and 1 always will." ' . • 

Among the persons saved from the explosion of the 
ill-fated Achillc was a woman, ivhose husband was oa 
board, and who likewise had the good fortune ta, 
escape. The subjoined interesting account was takea 
from her own mouth by one of the officers of the Re- 
venge, whose humanity had contributed to save her :— 

** During the action she was stationed below, hanc}^. 
ing up powder. After the ship was dismasted, an^ 
had struck, she came upon deck. About this tim^ 
the ship took fire ; her rigging lying across her, it soon 
became impossible to extinguish the flames, and all 
the people who were able to swim began to quit her*,* 
The woman then went down to the lower deck, while 
the fixe was raging above, and staid there until the 
guns began to fall .through the main deck ; she tbeA 
got out of the gun-roon) port on the back of the rud« 
der, and undressed, but would not trust hereelf to the 
water till the melted lead from the tafferil ran down». 
and burnt her head, legs, shoulders, and several parts 
of her body. Then, committing herself to Providence,, 
she jumped into the ^ea, and was about half an hopr, 
as near as she could guess, without any thing to sup-^ 
port her; she then, fortunately, got hold of a piece, 
of cork, which she found floating. Soon after a man, 
who was swimming near her, brought her a small 
piece of plank, which she got under her breast : this 
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was the only support she had; and, after being an 
hour and a half In the water, «he was taken up by 
one of the Bellei^le's boats, the officer of which, with 
that humanity and attention to the weaker sex, which 
we hope, will always characterize every British sea- 
msLUf immediately pulled off his coat, and some other 
part of his clothes, to cover her. She was soon after 
put OIL /board the Pickle schooner, whence she was 
sent on board the Revenge the next morning. On 
board the Pickle she found her husband, who had also 
escaped, and who was brought to the Revenge i^ith 
her. They were landed at Algeziras, on our arrival 
at Gibraltar, after she had been fitted out by us in a 
dress as suitable to her sex, as the conversion of dress- 
ing-gowns, &c. would admit of. Sbe was young, hand- 
some, and very intelligent. She is a native of French 
Flanders— her name Jeannette.'' 

In an epgagement of such long continuance and 
with the system of sharp -shooting practised by the 
enemy it cannot be matter of wonder that so many 
officers should have fallen on board the British fleet. 
Indeed when those circumstances are taken into con-, 
sideration we shall rather be surprised that the num- 
ber of those of distinguished rank killed and wounded 
in the actiop was so small. The gallant Cooke and 
Duff died nearly at the -same moment as their illus- 
trious commander. 

The details of this glorious encounter, and the ope- 
rations of the British fleet subsequent to it, are thus 
officially given by the successor of the heroic Nelson» 
Admiralj (now Lord) Collingwood. 
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Eurj/aluSf off C^pe Trafalgar^ 
Oct. 22, 1805. 
"Sir, 

" The ever-to-be-lamented death of Vice-Admiral 
Lord Viscouut Nelson, >vho, iti the late conflict with 
the enemy, fell inHhe hour of victory, leaves to me 
the d\x\y of informing my Lords Commissioners of the 
Ad nlralty, that on the 19tb instant it was communi- 
cated to the Commander-in-chief, from the ships 
watchibg the motions of the enemy in Cadiz, that the 
combined fleet had put to sea ; as they sailed with 
light winds westerly, his Lordship concluded their des- 
tination was the Mediterranean, and immediately 
made all sail for the Streights' entrance, with the Bri«» 
tish squadron, consisting of twenty-seven ships, three 
of them sixty-fours, where his Lordship was informed 
by Captain Blackwood (whose vigilance in watching, 
and giving notice of the enemy's movements, has been 
highly meritorious), that they had not yet passed the 
Streights. 

'* On Monday, the 21st instant, at day>light, when 
Cape Trafalgar bore E. ()y. S. about seven leagues^ the 
enemy was discovered six or seven miles to the east- 
ward, the wind about west, and very light, the com- 
xnauder-in-chief immediately made the signal for the 
fleet to bear up in two columns, as they are formed in 
order of sailing, a mode of attack his Lordship had 
previously directed, to avoid the inconvenience and 
delay, in forming a line of battle in the usual manner. 
The enemy -s line consisted of thirty -three ships (of 
vdiich eighteen were French, and fifteen Spanish) com- 
maodeU m chief by Admiral ViUeoeuvei the Spaniards, 
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under the direction of Gravina, wore, with their heads 
to the northward, and foritied their Hne of battle with 
great closeness and correctness, but as the mode of 
attack was unusual, so the structure of their line was 
new ; it formed a crescent, convexing to lee\v)ard, so 
that in leading down to their centre, I had both their 
van and rear abaft the beam ; before the fij*e opened, 
every alternate ship was about. a cable's length to wind- 
ward of her second a-head and a- stern, forming a 
kind of double line, and appeared, when on their beam, 
to leave a very little interval between them, and this 
without crowding their ships.- Admiral Villeneuve 
was in the centre, and the Prince of Asturias bore 
Gravina's flag in the Rear ; but tlie French and Spa- 
nish ships were mixed without any apparent regard to 
order of national squadron. 

" As the mode of our attack had been previously 
determined on, and communicated to the flag-odicers 
a^d captains, few signals were necessary, and none 
were made, except to direct- close order as the lines 
bore down. 

" The Commander-in-chief, in the Victory, led the 
weather column, and the Royal Sovereign, which bore 
my flag, the lee. 

. " The action began at twelve o'clock, by the lead- 
ing ships of the columns breaking through the enemy's 
line, the Commander-in-chief about the tenth ship 
from the van, the second in command about the 
twelfth from the rear, leaving the van of the enemy 
unoccupied.;, the succeeding ships breaking through in 
all parts, astern of their leaders, and engaging the 
enenjy at the muzzles of their guns : the conflict was 
severe; the enemy's ships wereTought with a gallantry 
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highly honora}>le to th^ir officers^ but the attack oq 
them was irresistible ; and it pleased the Almighty 
Disposer of all events, to grant his Majesty's arms a 
complete and glorious victory : about three P^ M, 
many of the enemy's ships having struck their colore, 
their line gave way ; Admiral Gravina, with ten ships, 
joining their frigates to leeward, stood towards Cadiz. 
The five headmost ships of their van tacked, and 
standing to the southward, to windward of the British 
line, were engaged, and the sternmost of them taken; 
the others went off, leaving to his Majesty's squadron 
nineteen ships of the line (of which two are first rates, 
the Santissim^ Trinidada and the Santa Anna), with 
three flag-officers, viz. Admiral Villeneuve (the com- 
mander- in- chief), Don Ignatio Maria d^Aliva, Vice* 
Admiral, and the Spanish Rear-Admiral, Don Bal-^ 
tazar Hidalgo Cisneros. 

•* After such' a victory, it may appear unnecessary 
to enter into encomiums on the particular parts taken 
by the several commanders; the conclusion says more 
on the subject than I have language to express ; t|^e 
spirit which animated all was the satpe; when all ex- 
ert themselves zealously in their country's service, all 
deserve that their high merits should stapd recorded ; 
and never was high merit more conspicuous than iii 
the battle I have described. 

" The Achille (a French 74) after having surren- 
dered, by some mismanagement of the Frenchmen, 
took flre, and blew up ; two hundred of her men were 
saved by the tenders. 

"A circumstance occurred during the action, which 
6Q strongly marks the invincibly spirit of British sea- 
inen» when engaging the enemies of theii* country, t^at 
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I dannot resist the pleasure I have in making it known 
to their Lordships; the Temeraire Was boarded by ac- 
cident, or design^ by a French ship on one side, andsa 
Spaniard on the other; the content was vigorous, but, 
in the end, the combined ensigns wei^e torn from the 
poop, and the British hoisted in their places. 

^' Such a battle could cot be fought without sustain* 
4Ug a great loss of men. 1 have not only to lament^ m 
common with the British navy, and the British nation, 
in the fall of the Commander-in-chief, the loss of a 
hero, whose name will be immortal, andhis memory^ 
ever dear to his coontry : but my heart is rent with 
.the nu>st poignant grief for: the death of a friend, to 
whom, by mapy yjcarsMntiniacy, and a perfect know- 
ledge of the virtues of his mind, which inspired ideas 
■ superior to the common nice of men, I was hound by 
the strongest ties of affection ; a grief to which even 
the glorious occasion in nhich he fell, does not bring 
the consolation which perhaps it ought ; his lordship 
received a musket-ball in his left breast, about the 
noddle of the action, and sent an officer to me imme» 
diately'with bis last farewel and soon after expired. 

"I have also to lament the loss of those excellent 
officers, Captains Duff of tlie Mars, and Cooke of the 
Beilerophon; I have yet heard of none others* 

" 1 fear the numbers that have fallen will be found 
' very great when the returns come to me ; but it hav- 
ing blown a gale of wind ever since the action, 1 have 
not yet had it in n)y power to collect any reports from 
the ships. 

" The Royal Sovereign having l(.*$t her masts, ex- 
cept the tottering foremast, I called the Eluryalus to 
me, while the action continued, which ship lying wictiin 
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hail, made my signals, a service Captain Blackwood 
performQci with great attention. After the action, 1 
shifted ray flag to hei, that I might more easily com- 
municate my orders, and collect the ships, and tower) 
the Royal Sovereign out to seaward. The whole fleet 
were now in a very perilous situation, many dis 
masted, all shalteied, in thirteen fathom water, off 
the shoals of Trafalgar; and when I made the signal 
to prepare to anchor, few of the ships had an anchor 
to let go, their cables' being shot; but the same gooa 
Providence which aided us through such a day, pre 
served us in the night, .by the wind shifting a few 
points, and drifting the ships off the land, except 
four of the captured dismasted ships, which are 
now at anchor off Trafalgar, and I hope will ride safe 
until- these gales arc oyer. 

" Having thus detailed the proceedings of the fleet 
on this occasion, I beg tti congratulate their Lordships 
on a victory, which, 1- hope, will add a r^y to the glory 
of his Majesty's crtiwii, and be attended with public 
benefil to our couutry;. 

"I am, .&c. 

- " C. COLLI NGWOOiX 
•* William Marsderiy Esq, . 



'* Tht or Her in which the Ships of the British Squadron 
attacked the Combined Fleets on the 2\st of October ^ 
1805. 



VAN. 


BEAR. 


Victory 


Royal Sovereign 


Temeraire 


Mars 


* Kt^ptune 


Belleislc 
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Conqueror ■ Tonnant 

^ Leviathan - Bellerophon 

^ax X^olossus 

\ Orion Achille 

Agamemuoa Polyphemus 

INlinotaufr ilevenge 

Spartiate Swiftsur« 

Britannia Defeiice 

Africa * Thunderer ^ 

Euryalus, Defiance 

Sirius Prince 

Phoebe , Dreadnought 
Naiad- 

7 ' Pickle SchoondT 

*>:* ^ Entreprenante Cutter 

- ' " C, COLLINGWOOD,' 
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" GENERAL ORDER. 

" Euryalusy Oct. 22, 1 805* 

** The ever- to-be-lam en ted death of Lord Viscount 
Nelson, Duke o( Bronte, the commander-in-chief, 
who fell in the action of the 2 list, in the arms of vic- 
tory, covered with gtory, whose memory will be ever 
dear to the British navy and the British cation, whose 
zeal for the honor of his king, and forAhe interests of 
his country, will be ever held up as a shining example 
for a British seaman, leaves to me a duty to return 
my thanks to the Right Honorable Rear-AdmiraF, the 
Captains, Officers, Seamen, and detachment of Royal > 
Marines, serving on board the squadron now under 
Tny command, for their conduct on that day ; but 
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u^here cair I fiiid language to express my sentimeDts ^f 
the valor and skill which were displayed by the offi- 
cers, the^seainen, and ni£Mines, in »the battle with the 
enemy, where every individual appeared an hero, on 
whom the glory of his country^depended ; the attack 
was irresistible, and the issue of it adds to the page of 
ourtiayal annals- a brilliant iuhtance of what Britons 
can do, when their king and their country need their 
service. 

** I'o the Right Honorable Rear- Admiral the Earl 
of Northesk, to the Captains, Officers, and Seamen^ 
and to the Officers^ Non-commissioned Officers, and 
Privates of^he Royal Marines, I beg to give my sin-^ 
cere and hearty thanks, for their highly, meritopious 
conduct, b.pt-h in the action, and in their zeal and 
activity in bringii)g the captured ships out frbm the 
perilous situation in which they were, after their sur- 
render, among the shoals of Trafalgar, in boisterous 
weather. 

" And I desire that the respective captains will be 
pleased to communicate to the Officers, Seamen, and ^ 
Royal Marines, this public testimony of my high ap- 
probation of their conduct, and my thanks for it. 

" C. COLLING WOOD.'' 
**^ To the Right Honorable Rear-Admiral 
the Earl of NortJieskymd the respect ir^ 
Captains mid Commanders," 



"GENERAL ORDER. 

**Tht, Almighty God, whose arm is strength, hav- 
ing of his great mercy been pleased to crowtj tie ex- 
ertions of his Majesty's fleet with success, in givmg 

G 3 



66 THE BHITISH TRibEKT; 

them ^ complete victory over their 'enemies, on the 
Q I St of tills month; and that all praise*: and thanks- 
giving may be offered up to the throne of Grace for 
the great benefits to our country, and td mankind, 
v" I have thought proper that a day should be ap-^ 
pointed of general humiliation before God, and thanks- 
giving for this his merciful goodness, implormg for- 
. giveness of sins, a continuation of his Divine mercy, 
and his constant aid to us, in the defence of our coun- 
try's liberties and la^vs, without vfhich the ntmost ef- 
forts of man are nought, and direct therefore that 
be appointed for this pjarpose. 
*' Given en board the Euryalus, off Cape Trafalgar, 
22nd October, 1 805^ 

« C. COLLINGWOOD. 

" To the respective Captains and 
Commdkders. 

*' N. B. The fleet having been 'dispersed by a galic 
of wind, no day as yet has been able to be appointed 
for this holy purpose. 



" Euryalus, of Cadiz, Oct 24, I805w 

" In 'my letter of the 29d, I detailed to you, for 
^the information of my lords commissioners of the ad- 
miralty, the proceedings of his Majesty's squadron on 
the day of action, and that preceding it, since which 
I have had a continued series of misft-rtnnes; but they 
are of a kind that bnnian prudtMire could not pobsibly 
provide against, or my s.dli pcvijnt. 
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** On the 22d, in the morning, a strong southerly 
vind blew, with squally weather, wbicb* however, did 
not prevent the activity of the oiDcers and ^eamea of 
such ships as were manageable from getting hold Of 
many of the prizes (thirteeh or fourteen) and towing 
them off to the westward, when I ordered tbem to ren- 
dezvous round the Royal Sovereign, in tow by the Nep- 

' tune; but, on, the 23d, the gale inci*eased, and the 
sea ran so high, that many of them broke the tow-rope 
and drifted far to leeward before they were got lx)ld of 
again, and some of the^, taking advantage in the dark, 
^nd boisterous night got before the wind, and have 
perhaps drifted upon the shore, and sunk : on the af- 
ternoon of that day, the remnant of the combined fleet 

, ten sail of ships, who had not been much engaged, stood 
up to leeward of my shattered and straggled charge, 
as if 'meaning to attack them, which obliged me to col- 
lect a force^oift of the least injured ships, and formed 
to leeward for their defence; all this retarded the 
progress of the hulks, and the bad weather continuing, 
determined nie .to destroy all the leewardmost that 
could be cleared of the men, considering, that keeping 
possessionof the ships was of little consequence, com-^ 
pared with the chance of their falling again, into the 
hands of the enemy ; but this was an arduous task 
in the high sea which was running. I hope, however, 
it lias been accomplished to a considerable extent ;^ 
I 'intrusted it to skilful officers, who would* spare na 
pains to execute what was possible. The captains of 
the Prince and Neptune cleared the Trinidad, and 
sunk her. Captains Hope, Bayntun, and Malcolm, 
•who joined the fleet this moment from Gibraltar, had 
the charge of fiestruying four oiheis. The lltdoubta- 
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i)le sonk astern of Uie Swiftsure, while in tow. The 
Santa Anna, I have no doubt, has sunk, as her side 
was almost entirely beaten in ; and such is the shatr 
tered condition of .the whole of them, that unless the 
weatiier moderates, I doubt whether I shall be able 
to carry a ship of them into port. Ihope their Lord* 
ships will approve of what I (having only in consider 
ration the destruction of the enemy's fleet) have 
thought a measure of absolute necessity* 

' " I have taken Admiral ViUeneuve.into this shipi;. 
Vice-admiral Don AJiva is dead. Whenever the tem- 
per of the weather will permit, and I can spare a fri* 
gate, (for there were only four in the action with the-- 
fleet, Euryalus, Sirius,- Phoebe, and Naiad ; the MeW 
pomene joined the 2i2d, and Uie Eurydice and Scout 
the 23d) 1 shall collect the other flag-officers, -and- 
send them to England, with their flags,' if tliey do not 
all go to the bottom, to be laid at liis Majesty's feet^ . 

" There were four thousand troops embarked, undev* 
the command of General Contaniin,. who was takoi. 
with Admiral Villeueuve in the Buoentaure. 

**^ J am, Sir^ &c. 

" C. COLLINGWOOD.'* • 
*^fV. Marsden^ Esq,*' 



'' Euri/alus^ off Cadiz, Oct. 28. 

" Since my letter, to you of the 24ih, stating the, 
proceedings of his Majesty's sqgadron,. our situation> 
has been the most critical, and our employment the 
most arduous that ever a fleet was engaged in. On the 
24lh.aud 25th,.it blew a most violent gale of^wind>^ 
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which compfetely dispersed the ships, and drove the 
captured hulls in' all directions. I have since been 
employed in collecting and destroying them, where 
they are at anchor upon the coast between Cadiz and 
six leagues westward of San Lucar, without the pros- 
pect of saving one to bring into port. I mentioned in 
my former lettei* the joining of the Donnegal and Mel- 
pomenB after the action ; I cannot sufficiently praise 
the activity of their commanders^ in giving assistance 
to the squadron in destroying the enemy's ships. The 
Defiance, after having stuck to the Aigle as long ag 
possible, in hopes of saving her from wreck, which se- 
parated her for some time from the squadroii, was 
obliged to abandon her to her fate, and she went on 

"* shore. Captain Durham's exertions have been very 
great. I hope I shall get them all destroyed by to- 
morrow, if the weather kieeps moderate. In the gale 
the Royal Soverei^^n and Mar's lost their fore-masts, 
and are now rigging ah^w, where the body of the jsqua- 
dron is at anchor to the N. W. of San Lucar. 1 find 
that on the return of Gravina to Cadiz, he was imme- 
diately ordered to sea again, and came out, which 
^nade it necessary for me to form a line, to cover the 
disabled hulls; that night it rained hard, and his ship, 
the Prince of Asturias, v/as dismasted, and returned 

' into port; the Rayo was also dismasted, and fell hito 
our hands ; Don Eurigue M. Douel had his broad 
pendant in the Rayo, and from him I find the Santa 
A nna was driven near Cadiz, and lowed in by a fri- 
gate. 

** I am. Sir, &c. 

(Signed) " C. COLLING WOOD." 
« JF. Marsden^ Esq." 
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" His Majesty's Ship Queen, qf Cape 

'*Trafafgar^Nov.^, 1805. 
" Sf.n, , 

" On the 23th ulthno I infprnied you of the proceed- 
ings of the squadron to that time. The weather con- 
tinued very bad, the wind blowing from the S. W. the. 
squadron not ia a situation,©f safety, and seeing little 
prospect of getting the captured ships off the land, and 
great risk of some of^thenv getting into port, 1 deter- 
• mined no longer to delay the destroying them, and 
to get the squadron out of the deep bay. 

" The extraordinary exertion. of Capiaiu Capel, 
however, saved the French Swiftsure ; . and his ship, 
the Phcebe„ together wilh the Donegal, Captain Mai* 
colm, afterwards brought cut the Balmma. Indeed,.- 
nothing can exceed the perseverance of all the officers- 
employed in tins servjce.^ Captain Hope rigged, and 
succeeded in bringing out the Ildefonso ; all of whicbi 
will, I hope, have strrived safe at Gibraltar.. For the- 
rest^ Sir, I encfose you 9, list of all the enemy's fleet,, 
which were in the action, and how they are disposed of, 
which, r believe, is perfectly correct. . 

*' I informed you, in my letter of the 28lh, that 
the remnant of the enemy's fleet came out a second' 
time, to endeavor, in the bad weather, to cut off some 
of the hulks, when the Kayo was dismasted, and fell 
into our hands ; she afterwards parted her cable, went 
on shore, and was wrecked. The Indomptable one of. 
the same squadron, was also driven on shore, wreck- 
ed, and her crew perished. 

" The Santa Anna and Algeziras being driven near 
the shore of Cadiz, got such assistance, as has enabled . 
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tliem to get in ; but th^ ruin of their fleet is as com- 
plete as could be expected, under the circumstances of 
fighting them close to their own shore. Had the battle 
been in the ocean, still fewer would have escaped. 
Twenty sail of the line are taken or destroyed ; and of 
4hose which got in, not more than three are in a re- 
pairable state for a length of time. 

" Rear-Admiral Louis, in the Canopus, who had 

been detached with the Queen, Spencer, and Tigre, 

to complete the water, &c. of 'these ships, and to see 

the convoy in safety a certain distance up the Mediter- 

. ranean, joined me on the 30ib. 

*' In clearing the captured ships of prisoners, I found 
so many wounded men, that to alleviotehuman misery 
as much as was in my power, 1 sent to the Marquis 
de Solana, Governor-General of Andalusia, to offer 
him- the wounded to the care of their country, on re- 
ceipts being gi>en ; a proposal which was received 
with the greatest thankfulness, not only by the gover- 
nor, but the whole country resounds with expressions . 
<flf gratitude. Two French frigates were sent out to 
receive them, with a proper officer to give receipts, 
bringing with tliem, all the English who had been 
wre6ked in several of tlie ships, and an offer from the 
JNIarquis de Sulana of the use of their hospitals for our 
wounded, pledging the honor of Spain for their being 
carefuUy attended. 

** 1 have ordered most of the Spanish prisoners to 
be released ; the officers on parole, the 'men for re- 
ceipts given, and a condition that they do not serve iu 
war, by sea or land, until exchanged. 

** By iny correspondence with the Marquis, I found 
that Vice-admiral Don Aliva was not dead but danger 
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rously wounded; aiid I wrote to him a letter, claimiug 
bim as a prisoner of war ; a copy of wbioh i enclose, 
together with a statement of the flag-officers of the 
combined fleet. 

" I am, &c. 

" C. COLLING WOOD.'' 

» jf List of the Combined Fleets of France and Spain in 
the Action of ''2 1st October ^ 1805, of Cape Trafalgar ^ 
shewing how they are disposed of, 

1. Spanish ^hip San Ilde^onso, of 74 guns. Brigadier 
Don Joseph de Vargas,^ent to Gibraltar. 

9.» Spanisli ship San Juan Nepomuceno, of 74 guns, 
Brigadier Don Cosme Chuniica, sent to Gibraltar. 

3. Spanish ship Bahama, of 74 guns, Brigadier Don 
A, D, GalianO, sent to Gibraltar. 

4. French ship Swiftsure, of 74 guns, Monsieur 
Villemadrin, sent to Gibraltar. 

5^ Spanish ship Monarch, of 74 guns, DonTeodoro 
Argumosa, wrecked "off San Lucar.^ 

6. French ship Fougeux, of 74 guns, ^lonsieur Beau- 
douin, wrecked off" Trafalgar, all perished, and thirty 
pf the Temer aire's men. 

7. French ship Indoniptable, of 84 guns; Monsieur 
Hubert, wrecked off" Rota, all perished. 

8. French ship Bucentaure, of 80 guns. Admiral 
Villenenve, commander in chief; Captains Prigny and 
Majendie, wrecked on the Porquee, some of the crew 
saved. 

9. Spanish ship San Francisco de Asis, of 74 guns, 
Don Louis de Flores, wrecked. near Rota. 

10. Spanish ship £1 Rayo, of 100 guns, Brigadier 
Don Henrique Macdonel, wrecked near San Lucar. 
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11. Sj)anish ship Neptuno, of 84 guns, Frigadher 
Don Cayetano Valcles, wrecked between Rata and Ca- 
tollua. 

12. French ship Argonairte, of 74 guns, Monsieur 
Bpron, on shore in tshe port of Cadiz. 

lo. French ship Berwick, of 7-4 guns, Monsieur'Ca- 
nMis, wrecked to -the north ward of San Lucar. 
. 14. French ship Aigle, of f 4 guns, Monsieur Coor* 
rege, wrecked near Rota. 

1 5, French ship Acbille, of 74 gims. Monsieur de 
Nieuport, burnt dunivg the action. 

J 6, French ship Intrepide, of 74 guns, Monsieur 
Jnfomet, burnt by the Britannia. 

17. Spanish ship San Augustin, of 74 guns, Bri*' 
gadier Don Fe1ij)e X, Cagigal, burat by the Levia- 
than. ' 

1 8. Spanish srliip Santissinna Trininada, of 1 4*0 guiiS, 
Rear- Admiral Don Baltazar H. Cfsneros, Brigadier 
Don F. Uriarte, -sunk by the Pi*ince, Neptune, &c. 

49. Fpeuch «hip Redoubtable, of 74 guns. Monsieur 
Lucas, sufik astern "of tl>e Swiftsure ; Temeraire lost 
-thirteen, and Swittsure five men. 

20. . Spanish ship Argonauta, of 80 guns, Don Anto- 
nio Parejo, sunk by the Ajax. 

21. Spanish ship Santa Anna,' of IV2 guns^ Vice- 
Admiral Don Iguatio D'AIiva, Captain Don Joseph 
deGardoqui, taken, but got into Cadiz in the gale, dU« 
inabtfcd. 

- Q^2. Fiench ship Alge«irs*, of 74 guns. Rear- Admi- 
ral Magon (killed) Captain Monsieur Bruard, takeoi 
but got into Cadi^ in the gale, dismasted. 

■ 23. French ship Pluton, of 74- guns. Monsieur Cos* 
mao, returned to Cadi^ iu a si^iking state 

VOL. V, Ji 
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24. Spanish ship San Juste, of 74 guns, Don Miguel 
Gaston, returned to Cadiz, has a foremast only. 

25. Spanish ship San Leandro, of 64 guns, Don Jo« 
«eph de Quevedo, returned .to Cadiz dismasted. 

26. French ship Neptune,, of B4 guns. Monsieur 
Maistral, returned to Cadiz, and perfect. 

27. French ship Heros, of 74 guns, Monsieur Pou* 
lain, returned to Cadiz, lower masts in, and Admiral 
Rossilie's flag on board. 

28. Spanish ship Principe D'Asturias, of 1 12 guns. 
Admiral Don F. Gravina, Don Antonio £scaao, &c«. 
i:^turned to Cadiz, dismasted. 

29. Spanish ship Moutanez, of 74 guns^ Don j^ran* 
CISCO Alcedo, returned to Cadiz. 

30. French ship Formidable, of- 80. guns, Rear- 
Admiral Dumanoir, hauled to the southward,^ and 
escaped. 

31. French ship Mont Blanc, of 74 gun^ Monsieur 
le Villegries, hauled to the southward, and escaped* 

3*2. French sliip Scipion, of 74 gun8> Monsieur 
Berenger, hauled to the southward, and escaped. 

33. French ship Duguay Trouin, of 74gun8, Mon- 
sienr Touflet, hauled to the southward and escaped.* 

ABSIRACT. 
At Gibraltar.. ...... •.....•. 4 

Destroyed 16 

In C^diz, wrecks ............ 61 ^ 

In Cadiz, serviceable 33 ^ 

Escaped 10 the southward .... 4 

Total 33 



* The four last roentidned ships were captared by Sir Rkliard 
Stracban ou the 4tb-of Npvember. 
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A List of the Names and Rank of the Flag Officers oftkt 
Combined Fleets of France and Spain, in the Action of 
the 2\st (yf October 1805. 

Admiral Villen€uve^ Cohimander ia Chief; Bucen- 
taure — Taken. • 

Admiral Don Frederico Gravina ; Principe D'As-- 
iurias — Escaped, in Cadiz, wounded in the arm. 

Vice- Admiral Don Jgnatto Maria D'Aliva ; Santa 
Anna— Wounded 8e^^re]y in the bead, taken,, but was 
driven into Cadiz in the Santa Anna. 

Rear Admiral Don Baltazar Hidalgo Cis&eros i 
Santissima Tricidada — Taken. 

Rear-Admiral Magon ; A}ge2dras — Killed* 

Kear-AdmiralDumanoir; Formidable— Eecaped.^ 



*» tiaytaus, tff Cadiz, October 5^, 1 805, 
. •* Mir LoRt> Marq0is, 

^ A great number of Spanish subjects having been 
Wbunded in the late action between the British and the , 
combined fleets of Spain and France, on th^ Slst in*' 
stadt, bumanityr and Aiy desire to alleviate the suf* ^ 
ferings of these wounded men, dictate to me to offer 
to your Excellency their enlargement, that they 
may bo taken proper care of in the hospitals on shore, 
provided your Excellency will send boats to convey 
them, with a proper officer to give receipts for the 
number,, and acknowledge them in your Excel fency's 
answer to this letter, to be prisoners of war,, to be >exr* 
changed befi^re they serve again. 
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** I beg to assure your Excellency of my high cob* 
sideration, and that I am, &g. 

**C. COLLIXGWOOD. 
To his Excellency (he Marqvh de ^ 

Solana, Cftptaiti-Gafcral of An» 
** dalusia, Governor, Src^ Cadiz.*' 



It 



Conditions on which the Spanish wonnded Prisoners zcert 
released, and sent on Shore to 'the Hospital. 

I Guillaunie Valverde, having been authorized and 
empowered by the Marquis de Solana, Governor-Ge- 
neral of Andalusia and of Cadiz, to receive from the 
English squadron the wounded prisoaers, and such 
persons as may be necessary to their care, which re- 
lease, and enlargement, of the wounded, &c. is agreed 
to o» the part of the Commander in Chief of the Bri« 
tish squadron, on the positive condition, that none of 
the said prisoners shall be employed again,, ux any 
public service of the Crown of Spain, either by sea, or 
land, until they are regularly exchanged. 

Signed on board his Britaiuiic Majtjsty's ship Eu"- 
ryalus, atsea, 3Qth October, 1805. 

GHL. I) E VALVERDE, 

EDECAN DES. E. 



*' EuryaUts, (ff Cadiz, October 30, 1 805, 

" Sir, 

" It is with great pleasure that I have heard the 

wound you received in the action is in a hopeful way 

of recovery, and that youf country may still have the 

benefit of your future service. 



I 

**"But, Sir,. you surrendered yoursdf to me) and it 
was in consideration only of the state of your wound, 
that you were not removed into my ship, I could hot' 
disturb the rcpoee of a^ man supposed to be in his last 
moments ; but your sword, the emblem of your ser- 
ndce, was delivered to me by your captain, and I ext* 
pect that you consider yourself a prisoner of war, unti^. 
you shall be regularly excbaugedby cartel. 

** I have the honor to be, &c. 

" C. COLLINGWOQDi. 

^^ Maria D'Aliva, sent under « 

" coxer to Admiral Grxs^inaJ* • 

An Abstract of the Killed' and Wounded on board iht 
respective Ships -composing the British Squadron under 
the Command of the Right Honorable Fice- Admiral' 
Lord discount Nelson in the Action of the 2\st ofOc-r 
tober, 1 805, (^ Cape Trafalgar^ with: the Combined: 
Fleets o/Franet and Spain, 

Victory -^^ officers, 3 petty oflkers, ^9. seamen, and! 
]<3 marines, Jciiled y 4 officers, 5. petty officers,. ^9 9ea« 
men, and 9 marines wounded. — Total 132, 

Royal Sovereign — 3 officers, 2 pett^ officers^ 29 sea^- 

men, and \S marines, killed ; 3 offic^rs^. a petty 

officers, 70 seamen, and 16 marines, wounded— Totals. 

141. 
Britannia^- 1 officer, 8 seamen, and 1 marine, kiU^ 

«d; I. officer,. I petty officer,. 33. seamen, and 7 ma«- 

lines, wounded — Total 52; 

Temeraire — 3 officers, 1 petty officeri 35 seamei^i. 

and 8 marines^ killed ; 3 officers, 2 petty officers,. 5^ 

0eaa^D; and 12 marines, wounded*— Total 1^3. 
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Frincf-^^ one* ,^ ' 

^ep^/wc— 10 seamen, killed; I petty officer, 30sea- 
meu, and 3 marines, wounded — Total, 44. 

Dreadnought'-^ seamen, and I marine, killed ; 1 
officer, 2 petty officers, 19 seamen^ and 4 marines^ 
wouqded — TotaU 33. 

Tonnant — I petty officer, V6 seamen, and 9 marines,, 
killed ; 2 officers, 2 pett;y officers, 30 seamen, andl 
16' marines, wounded — Total, 76'. 

Mars — 1 officer, 3 petty bfficers, 17 seamen, and 
^ TOarines, killed ; 4 officers, 5 petty officers, 44 sea- 
men, and 1 6 marines, wounded-^Total, 98. 

Bellerapkon — 2. officers, 1 petty officer, ?0 seamen^ 
and 4 marines, killed ; 2 officers, 4 petty officers, 97, 
" seamen, and 20 marines, wounded — Total, .150. 

Minotaur — 3 seamen, killed ; 1 officer, 1 petty offi"-" 
cer, 17 seamen, and 3 marines wounded — Total, 25. 

JRevenge — 2 petty officers, 18 seamen, and Ji marines,^ 
killed ; 4 officers, 38 seamen, and 9 marines, wounded 

—Total 79. 

Conqueror — 2 officers, 1 seaman, killed ; 2 officers, 

7 seam<*n, wounded— Total, 12. 

Leviathan — 2 seamen and 2 marines, killed ; 1 pet- 
ty officer, 17 seamen, and 4 marines, wounded — Total, 

Ajax — 2 seamen, killed ; 9 seamen wounded— To- 
tal, 11. . 

Orion — I seaman, killed; 2 petty officers, 17 sea- 
men, and 4 marines, wounded — ^Total, 24. 

Agamemnon^-'I sean>en, killed ; 7 seamen, wounded 

—Total 9. 

Spartlate — 3 seamen, killed; 1 officer, 2 petty offi- 
cers, l6 seamen, and I marine, wounded-— Total, 23. 
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^rica-— 12 seamen, and (> marines, killed; 2 offi- 
cers, 5.petty officers, 3() seamen,, and 7 marines> wound- 
ed—Total, 62. 

BelkisU'-'^Z officers, T petty officer, 22 seamen^ and 
8 marines, killed ; 3 officers, 3 petty officers, 68 sea- 
men, and 19 marines wounded — Total. I26\ 

Colo8su8"'l officer, 31 seamen, and 8 marines, 
killed; 5 officers, 9 P^tty officers, 115 seamen, and' 
51 marines, wounded — Total, 200. 

Jtchille — I petty offic^^r, 6* seamen, and 6 marines, 
killed; 4 officers, 4 petty officers, 37 seamen and' 14 
marines, wounded — 'i'otal, 72.. 

Pvh/pJiemus-"'*4 seamen, killed; 4 seamen,. wounded 
--Total, 6. 

Sxviftsure — 7 seamen, and 2 marines,. killed;. 1 ^jetty 
officer, 6 feeamen, and I marine, woujided— Total, J7- 

Defence-' 4 seamen, and 3 marines, killed ; 23 sea- 
men, and 6 marines, wounded— Tota^, 36, 

Thunderer — 2 seamen, and '2 marines, killed;. 2 
petty officers, 9 seamen, and I marine wounded — Tor 
tal, 16\ 

Defiance-'-^ officers, 1 petty officer, 8 seamen, and 
6 marines, killed; 1 oiiliceK, 4ii petty officers, 39 sea- * 
uif n, and 9 marines, wounded — ^Total, 7<>. 

Total— 21 officers, 1 6 petty officers, 299 fteamen, 
and 1 1 3 marines, killed ; 43 officers, 59 petty 
officers, 900 seamen, and 212 marines, wounded 
—Total, 1663. 

" C. COLLING WOOD* 
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Return of the Nantfi of the Officers and Petty Cffficert^ 
kiUed and xcoumded^ (m hoard ^he Shii»^ tM Brititht 
Squadron in the Action with the Cofubincd Fleets of 
France and Spain^ off" Cqte 2\q/a*lgaryOn the 2lst Ofi- 
tobA-, 1805. 

KILLEOi. 

Victory — The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Nelson^ 
K. B. Vice- Admiral of the White,. Commaiider iik 
Chief, &c. &c^ &c.; Joha Scott, Esq. secretary;. 
Charles W. Adair, captain of royal marines ; Williani* 
Ram, lieutenant; Robert Smith and Alexander Pal- 
mer, mid&hipmen ; Thomas Whipple, captain's clerks 

Hoyal Soverei^ — Brice Gillikind, lieutenant; Wil- 
liam Chalmers, master ;^ Robert Green, second lieu- 
tenant of royal marines ;. Thomas Aikenhead,. and Tho— 
mas Braund, midshipmen. 

Britttnnior^^rsLQcis Roskruge,. lieutenant- 

Temeraire — Simeon Busigny, captain of royal ma- 
rines ; John Kingston, lieutenant of joyal marines ;; 
Lewis Oades, carpenter, ; William Pitts,. midshipman. 

~ Prince^ none ; — Neptune j none ;r'"Dreadnought,. 
none. 

Tonnaat"^Wii]iam Brown, midshipman. 

Mars — George Duff, captain ; Alexander Duff, mas* 
ter's mate; Edmund Cprlyn, and Henry Morgan, mid- 
shipmen. 

BelierophoH' — John Cooke, first captain ;-. Edward: 
Overton, master; John Simmons, midshipman. 

Minotaur — none. 

Revenge — Thomas Grier'and Edward F. Brooks>, 
midshipmen. 

Conqueror ™ Robert Lloyd^ mi Williaw IH* Sfc 
George, lieutenants. 
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Lrththtin, none :— ^//m:, none; — Oriuu, none ;— - 
yigamemnon, none 'r—^pfiriiafe, none; — Africa, none. ' 

Btlleisle — Ebenezer Geall, and Johu Woodin, lieu- 
tenairtsj George Nind, mictefeipinanw 

Colmsus — Thomas Sefwin, mat^terr 

jichitlc — Francis John Mugg, midshipmmi. 

Polj/pFtenntSy tione; Swift sitrc^ none; Defence^ 

none. 

Thunderer^ none# 

Defiance^ — Thomas Simons, lieutenant j WiHianfl 
Forster^ boatswain; James Williamson, midsbiptDaxr^ 

WOtrNDED. 

Victorv^John Pasco^ and G. MiHerBligh, liffute- 
nantB: Lewis B. Ueevca, and J. G. Peake, Ireatenanltof 
royal marines; William Rivers (slightly), G. A. 
Westphall, and Richard Bulkeley, midshipmen; Jobri> 
Geoghehan^ agent-victualler's clerk, ' 

Royal Sovereign — John Ciavell, and James Bashford^ 
lieutenants; James leVescohte, second-Heutcaient of 
royal marines; William Watson^ nvaster's mate) Gil* 
bert Kennicott, Grcnytlle Thompson, John Campbell; 
and John Farrant, midsbipnieu ; Isaae Wilkinson^ 
boatswain. 

Britannia — Stephen Trounce, master ; William Gihitjl^ 
midshipman. 

Temcraire — James Mould, lieutenant; Samuel J, 
Payne, lieutenant of royal marines; John Brooks, 
boatswain; T. S. Price, master's-mate ; John East- 
man, midshipman. 

Prince^ none. 

Neptune Hurrell, captain's clerk» 
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Dreadnought-- 3 dmes L. Lloyd (slightly), lieute- 
nant; Andrew M^Cullock, and James Saflin, mid«* 
sbipmeik 

Tonnant — Charles Tyler, captain; Richard Little, 
boatswain; William Allen, clerk; Henry Ready, mas- 
terVmate— the three last slightly^ 

J/ar5— Edward Garrett, and James Blac.k, lieute-J^ 
nants; Thomas Cooke, master; Thomas Norman, se- 
cond captain of royal marines; John Yonge, George 
Guiren, William John Cooke, John Jenkins, and Allred 
Lukraft, midshipmen. 

Bclkrophon — James Wemyss, captain of royal ma- 
rines ; Thomas Robinson, boatswain; Edward Hart- 
ley, master's mate ; William N. Jewell^ James Stane^ 
Thomas Bant, and George Pearson, midshipmen. 

Afmo^our-* James Robinson^ boatswain; John Sa^ 
snuel Smith, midshipman* 

Revenge — Robert Moorsom» captain (slightly) ; Lukf 
Brokenshaw; roaster; John Berry, lieutenant; Peter 
lily (slightly), captain of royal marines. 

Conqwror— Thotiaas Wearing, lieutenant of royat 
marines; Philip MendeU lieutenant of his knperial ma^ 
jesty's navy (botfc slightly.) 

Leviathan — J. W. Watson^ midshipman (slightly)^ 

jfjaXf none. 

Orion — '■ Sause, C P.. Cable> midshipmen, (both 

slightly). 

^gatnemnony none 

Spartiate — John Clarke, boatswain; Bellairs^ 

and Knapman, midshipmen, 

Africa — Matthew Hay, acting-lieutenant: James- 
Tynmore, captain of royal marines; Henry West, and 
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JLtfe^aham Turner, masU'rV mates; Frederic Whits 
Rightly)., Philip J. Eimhurst, and Jobu P. Bailt y, 
midshipi len. 

iBeilfme — William Terrie, lieutenant; John Owen, 
drat lieutenant of royal marines; Andrew Gibson, 
boatswain; William Henry Pearson, and Willam Gui- 
ld, masterVmates ; Samuel Jago, midshipman; 
[lodge, volunteer, first class, 
liiu— -James N. Morris, captain; George Bully, 
[ebC^aant; William Forster, acting lieutenant; John 
BeD8QP| lieutenant of royal marines; Henry Mil- 
bdnke, master's mate; William Herringham, Frederic 
Tliistlewayte (slightly), Thomas G. Reece, Henry 
L-I^nellgrove, Rawden M'Lean, George Wharrie, Tim. 
^^&nou, and- George Denton, midshipmen; William 
Adamson, boatswain. ^ 

-«#cA*//e— rParkins Prynn (slightly), and Josias Bray, 
lieutenants; Praims Westroppe, captain of royal ma- 
jrtbes; William LeiVioii, lientenant uf royal marines; 
iSeorge Pegge, master's mute; William 11. Staines, 
. «ifd Wm. J« Snow, midshipmen; W. Smith Warren^ 
^ iroluntee^, first class. 
PoljfphemiiSp none. 
^ iw^sure — Alexander Bell Handcock, midshipman. 
Ljefencff none. 

Thunderer — John Snell, master'b-mate; Alexander 
Galloway, midshipman. 

^D^fiancc — P. C. Durham, (slightly) captain; Jame* 
Spratt, and Robert Bro.vnt', master's-mates; John 
Hodge, and Edmund Andrew Chapman, midship- 

nciw 
" «• G. COLLING WOOD. 
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and a victgry were synoiiimous ; and the danger of the 
£ght was lost in llie anticipation of glory. He im- 
mediately directed Captain^Bi»ker to toll theother cap- 
tains of the ships of the line astern to follow hiniy. ^s 
it was his' intention to engage them immediately. lie 
accordingly bore away for that purpose, making all 
the signal he 'Could to indicate his movemeuts to the 
rest of the squadron. The moon enabled him to see 
the enemy bear away m a line abreast, closely formed, 
but he lost sight of them when she set, and was obliged 
to reduce his sails^ only three of his ships being then 
ID view. 

Sir Richard continued steering all night to th^ 
E. N. E. and iii the mprniiig observed one of his fri- ^ 
• gates, the Santa Margarita at no great distance. At 
nine o'clock he discovered the enemy's squadron, con* 
sisting oT four sail of the line, in tlie N. K. under all 
sail. Ihe chase continued during the whole of tlie 
3d ; at daylight, on the morning of the 4th, the Bri- 
tish ships were near the enemy. A line of battle was 
formed, and Sir Richard being soon afterwards j6ined 
by the Ntimuri his force was as follows : 

S' ip« ' Qvns Commaiulrrs 

Hero ••.••.,. 74 Hon. Captain Gardner 

Naniur .•• 74 Captain II alsted 

Caesar •••..•••.*•• SO Sir R. J. Str^chan 

CoUlrageux •% 74. Captain JLee 

FRIGAT£S. 

Phoenix... ..•• Captain iBaker 

Santa Margaritta . ■ ilalhborne 

^^Bolus...' -— ^ — Lord VVm. FitZFOjr 

Revolutionnaire • *• ■ ■ H. Hotbam 
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A little before noon the enemy finding an action 
unavoidable^, began to take in their small sails, and 
form in a Ime, bearing on the starboard tack. The 
British ships did the same, mid Sir Richard commu- 
' nicated his intentions, by- hailing to the captains that 
he should attack the centre and fear. At noon the 
action commenced in full fury, and in a short time, 
one oi the enemy's ships, Lc Scipion, tacking by ac- 
cident, the French admiral and the other two were 
obliged to do tire same U> support her. This manoeu- 
vre brought them near the Naraur, which bore up 
with great rapidity, having received directions, by sig- 
nal, to engage their van, and gave the frigates in the 
rear the credit of a share in the action. The French 
Ibught with the greatest obstinacy for three hours, 
when the admiral in the Formidable, 3truck his colors^ 
and about twenty minutes afterwards the other three 
surrendered. On taking possession of their* prizes, 
the captors were not a little astonished to find that it 
-vras not the Uochefort squadron, but some of the fu*- 
gitives from the fatal conflict off Trafalgar which had' 
thus fortunately fallen into their posdession. 

This well-contested action, which added four sail 
of the line to the British navy, cost fewer lives than 
might have been expected. The loss on board tlie 
whole pquadron was only 24 killed, and 1 1 1 wounded. 
I'hat of the eneniy amounted to between 500 and 600 
killed 'and wounded. Rear- Admiral Dumanoir and 
the second captain of the Duguay Trouin were among 
the latter, and the first captain of the same ship among 
tiie formei. . The prizes were found by the British sea- 
men who took possession of thtjm in the most filthy 
cdndition,. the mangled dead, bodies net all thrown 

I 2 
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overboard^ dnd the wounded, iti a terrible state : and 
the French oOicers whp were sent on board the BritisU 
ships could not forbear -expressing their surprize at 
the neat/ clean and orderly state in which they found, 
them. ' 



• m 



A^r the action, Sir Richard Strachan sent honae* 
the Hero, Nam^ir, and Courageux, witli the prizes,* 
and himself in the Cce^ar joined Admiral Cornwallii^ " 
commander-in-chief of the fleet before Brest, who 
complained that the " victory of Trafalgar and that of ' 
his friend, dashing Sir Dick," as he familiarly called ■ 
the gallant Strachan, *' had left him nothing to do but ^ 
to pick his fingers." 

'I'hus the three great engagements of the year 1 806, 
cost the French and Spaniards 25 sail of the line, * 
which were either destroyed, or added to the Britisli ' x 
navy, and between 20 and 30,000 seamen, among* 
whom were most of their best officers. Among the-' 
French admirals in the action off Trafalgar, not one • 
escaped ; and it is rather singular that out of the ' 
three commanders-in-chief on that glorious day, not 
one was alive at. the end of six months.' Gravma 
died on the pth of March, when he left Cadiz the .se- 
cond time : and Villeneuve, who was permitted to go ^ 
to France on his parole, put an end to his life, it is 
said, at llennes, or, what is more generally believed, 
was assassinated by the command of the sanguinary 
and vindictive Buonaparte. 

On the arrival of the intelligence of the splendid 
achievement at Trafalgar on the British shore, ^one 
universal sentiment pervaded every bosom. The dieep ' 
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affliction with which the news of Lord Nelson's death 
was received, powerfully evinced the general opinion 
that the triumph, great and glorious as it was, had 
been pearly purchased. The victory created none of 
those enthusiastic emotions in the public mind which 
naval successes have in every former instance pro- 
duced. His Majesty, in j^articular, was deeply af- 
ftcted, an8 is said, * in the first emotion of his sorrow, 
to have , exclaimed : "We have lost more than we 
have gained V 

On the 9th of November a general promotion of 
flag-oflicers took place, and the rank of admiral of 
the red was restored 'to his Majesty's navy. 

A proclamatioil was issued for a day of thanksjgiv- 
iug, to he held on the 5th of December, for the»signai 
and important victory obtained by his lordship, and 
his Majesty was pleased to confer on his brother and 
heir the dignity of a viscount and earl, by the title of 
Viscount "Mer ton and Earl Nelson of Trafalgar, and 
of Merton in the county of Surry. More substantial 
acknowledgments awaited the family of the hero« A 
pension of ^OOOl. per annum was conferred on his wi* 
dow by parliament, which likewise voted an annuity 
ef iOOOl. a year to his successor, and a. grant oi 
1 20,000l.* for erecting a house, and maintaining the* 
dignity, so nobly acqnireJ by his illustrious brother. 

Nor was ilie giatitude of the country withheld from, 
tlje other gallant officers who had shared in the glory, 
and danger of these achievements Admiral Colling;' 
wood received the thanks of both liouses of fiarlia- 
ment, was created, a peer of llie jealmby the title of* 
Ban)n Collingwood, and an annuity of 20001. a year 
was voted to him, and his two next heirs in succes-- 

I 3. 
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sion. i^ord Northesk and Sir Richard Stracban re- 
ceived the like thanks : on the former was also con- 
ferred the order of the Bath, and on the latter a pen* 
sion of lOOOl. per annum. Captain Hardy, of the Vic- 
tory, was created a baronet, and the sum of 200,0001. 
was allowed to the seamen, as a compensation for the 
prizes they had been under the necessity of destroying 
off Trafalgar. A public funeral* more magrlificent 
than Britain had ever witn;^s^ed, was decreed the in- " 
comparable Nelson, and a monument was voted by 
parliament to be erected in St. Paul's Cathedral to the . 
memory of the gallant captaiiis Cooke and Duff. 

On the 3cl of December a special general meeting 
of the committee of the Patriotic Fund was held at 
Lloyd's Coffee-house, at which the following resolu- 
tions were adopted :*— 

** Resolved, that a vase of the value of fiv^ hun-. 
dred pounds, ornamented with en>blematical devices 
and appropriate inscriptions, illustrative of the tr^- 
Bcendent ^nd heroic achievements of the late Lord 
Viscount Nelson, be presented to his relict Lady Vis- 
countess Nelson. 

** Resolved, That a similar vase be priesented to the 
present Earl Nelson of Trafalgar, to descjp'nd as an 
heir-loom with the title so gloriously acquired. 

** Resolved, That a similar vase be presented to 
Vice-Admiral Lord Colliugwood, who, after the death 
©f the commander-ill-thief, in the hour of victory, to 
Bobly completed the triumph of the day. 

" ResoK^ed, That vases of tlu» value of three hun- 
dred pounds each, with appropriate inscriptions, be 
presented to the Right Honorable Rear-Admiral the 
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Earl* of Northeski and Rear admiral Sir Richai'd Julm 

Strachan, bart. 

• ** Resolved^ "^hat swords of/ the value of one h'un« 
dred pounds each,- with appropnate inscriptions, be 
presented to the surviving captains and Gommanders of 
bis Majesty's ships, who shared in the dangers and glo- 
ry of those memorable actions. . 

''Resolved, That the sum of one hundred pounds 
be presented to each of the lieutenants of his Majesty's 
liavy, captains of. royal marines, and other ofHcers in 
the second cla^ of his majesty's proclamation for the 
distribution of prize money, who was severely wound* 
ed, and the^um of fifty pounds to each officer of the 
same rank who was slightly wounded. 
- ' '' Resolved, That the sum of fifty pounds be pre* 
sented to each of the officers of t)ie thin} class in his 
Majesty's proelalnation for the distribution of fmste-^ 
money, who was severely wounded ; and the S4i'm of 
thirty pounds to each officer of the same raftk, who was 
sligbtly wounded. ' - 

** Resolved, That the sum of forty pounds be pre- 
sented to each of the officers in the fourth class of his 
Majesty *s proclamation for the distribution of prize* 
money, who wad severely wounded; and the sum of 
twenty-five pounds to each officer of the same rank^ 
who was slightly wouiided; and that additional gratui-^ 
ties be hereafter voted to such officers as may be dis- 
abled in consequence of tlieir wonnds.. 

*' Resolv**d, That the sum of forty pounds be pre? 
sented to every seaman or nvarine, whose wounds may 
be attended with disabiUtyor loss of limb ; the sura of 
twenty pounds to each seaman or marine sciverelj 
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wounded ; and the sum of ten pouudt^ lo each sea* 
man ur marine slightly wounded^ 
. << Hesolved^ That relief be afibrdied to the widaws, 
erphanSr parents, and relatives, depending for support 
on the captalnsr officers, petty officers, seamen, and 
marines, who fell in these glorious engagements, as 
soon as their respeetive situations shallbe made known 
to the committee. 

'' Resolved, That letters be written to Lord Cellingr 
wood and Sir Richard J. Strachan, requesting they 
will communicate the above resolutions to the differenl 
ships under their command, and furnish the cemmittde 
with the names of the private seamen and marinea 
killed and wounded, with such particnlaTS as they cai> 
collect, Fespectiug -the widows, orphans, or oth^ rc^ 
kitives who (depended for support oo the. brave ine» 
who so gloriously fell in the cause of their country. 

'^ Resolved, That the sums contributed on the day* 
of thanksgiving, be exclusively appropriated to the 
relief of theseumen, soldiers, marines, >and v^uiKeers,- 
wounded ;. and to the wiebws, orphans, and rel^ivesr 
of those , killed in his Majesty's- service ;• and that » 
eeparate account be kept of the same/' 

The last domestic Occurrence relative to fte navy,: 
ID 1805-, which we have to record,, is the trial of Vice* 
admiral Sir Robert Cakler, by a court-martial, whicb 
lie had himself demanded,, to en«|uire into his cun* 
duct subsequent to titk% action off ferrol, on the 2Cd of 

July. 

This trial took place on board theJPrince of Wales, 
lo: Portsmouth harbor, on l^lutiday, December 23d. At 
nine o'clock the signal for a court- martial was made 
by hoisting a Union Jack at the mizen peak^ and at 
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ten the cx>urt .assembled. It consisted of the following 

officers : — 

/ 

Vice- Admiral George^Montagu, President, 

Vice-Admiral John Holloway, 
Vice- Admiral Bartholomew Rowley, 
Rear- Admiral Edward Thornborough, 
Rcar-Admiral John Suttoif, 
Rear-Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart. 
Captain Robert Dud ley -Oliver, 
Captain James Wood, 
Tlie Hon. Captain Thomas Bladen Capel, 
Captain James' Bissett, 
Captam John Irwin, 
N Captain John Seater,' 
' Captain John L^rmuur. 

The prosecution was conducted by Moses Greet- 
ham, Esq. judge-advocate, Assisted by C. BicknelJ, 
Esq. soHcitor to the Admiralty. The terms of the 
enquiry, and the charges were as follow :— " Which 
court is hereby required and directed to enquire into ' 
the conduct and proceedings of the said ViCe-Admiral 
Sir^Robert Calder, with his Majefety's squadron under- 
his command, on the said i?3d day, of July last, and - 
also into his subsequent.conduct and proceedings, un- * 
til he finally Id^t sight of the enemy's ohips, and to 
try him for not having doiie his utmost to renew the 
said engagenielit, and to rake or destroy every ship of 
the enemy, which it Was his duty to engage accord- 

ingly." 

After reading the ofder for assembling the court- 
martial, the president said, that, as Captam Prowse, 
on6 of the witnesses summoned, was not in aitendunce> 
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it was fkr from his wish to proeeedv if the evidoju:* of 
that witne^g was considered at all materiaL 

Admiral Calder observed, that his great object was^ 
to avoid creating the least unnecessary delay ; he had 
therefore na objection to proceed without Captain 
Prowse. 

Ihe Masters of the Prince ei Wale8> the Triumph,, 
the Glory, the Warrior, and the Hero, produced their 
different log-boOks, and swore to their contents. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Charts Stifling was the 6l^t wit- 
ness caUed, and-, on his exa^tiitiation, dilpesed to the 
following efft^ct :— 

My flag-ship was the Glory. On the 23d of July> 
and on the subsequent days till the enethy wa^ lost 
sight of, Vice-Admiral Cdder's tleet, amountecV to 
£ft6-en sail of tJie liiie, two frigates, a luggiery and. it- 
cutter.— Part of the van^ in. tlie morning,, at da^*;Hgbt». 
Wilis &r advanced toward!^ tlie enemy. The body wm 
lying to ; and the Malta and Thunderer the two fri« 
gictes,, the ,£gyptienne and Sirius, and' twp prises^ 
vvliic:h bad beeii captured tlie day before, were not iu 
sight. At day>light, on the 23d, the enemy was so dis-- 
taint,. and the weather so hazy, that we could not see 
Aero all, bu4 as they, approached nearer^ when th» 
weather cleared, I cqnsidered that their force were !8. 
sail of tlie line, and seven or eight others. When the. 
day advanced, ^the British fleet bore up to join the Ad* 
ntiiral, and soon after the fleet wore and ran to the lee- 
ward till we joined the Malta audTbunderer with the 
prizes,, when we hauled our wind with the mam top- 
sail to the niast ; the enemy had come down towards 
us, and. the British fleet had hajjled their colors, but 
about the tiiue oC our shewing our wind,, they hatiled: 



l^etrs. We were not m any order of mailing or of bat- 
tle, aiid there^re wcf sometimes had our main lop^sail 
full, CM* k«pt it ub9ck to keep 'Sdch distavcc from the 
admiral a« I thougiit be wouid appro^'e. A look-out 
frigate from tlie enemy having come down to reconnoi- 
tre in the course of - the forenoon, the Triumph was 
sent to chade her, and afterwards lay to between the 
two fleets. The Dragon was sent lo take the Windsor 
Castle in tow. About noon, I think, the enemy bore 
for the N, W, by N. to W. and by N. the wind was 
N. W, and by' N, according to my idea. The crip- 
pled ships stood on the larboard tack, and it appeared 
to me, that the adm'nal's object was to keep company 
with them. The enemy, sometimes, during the day, 
iiore^ip in Hue of battle, and tlien hauled their wind, 
not approachmg us, I believe, nearer than four leagues, 
or being farther than six leagues from us, keepiHg 
nearly in the same line of bearing. About midnight, ^ 
several guns were heard in nhe direction where the 
enemy was ; when the wind shifted to E. of N.. in the 
morning, about day-light, tliey were seen steering 
away, about to the S. E. — I do not remember seeing ^ 
thetir from the deck any part of that day, therefore, I 
can only speak of the bearing, from the report of such' 
officers as I sent up to look after them, who told me th^t 
they kept leceding from us till about six o'clock, when 
I understood them to be no longer seen from the shrouds 
oftb^Gjory. About eight o'clock iir the morning, 
the British fleet wore, and laid our ^ heads to N. W. 
The wind, as the day advanced, had come* more round 
to the eastward.<^About . the time of our wearing, a 
signal was made to know what ships had occasion to 
lay by to refit) to which I answered in the n^ative. 
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-The British ships by going to leeward, would hare 
encreased their distances ift.be eiiemy had lain to, but * 
as they hore up in the manner I hiive described, they 
came nearer to us, than they were at day-light in the. 
morning. If the British fleet had kept tivyr wind, in^ 
stead of steering a more easterly course, cney would 
nobhavc atfordcd any protection to the captured sbips^ 
as tliey would have drifted out of sight. The Adpiiiral 
sometimes bore down towards them, from their not ' 
being able to keep their wind ; but ^hen the ^nemy 
vauntingly bore up, be occasionally hauled his wiod^ 
and then edged down to near his prizes. 1 say vaunt- 
ingly, because the enemy might have brought us to ac- 
.tion whenever they pleased on that day. By the crip- 
pled ships I mean the Windsor Castle, the captured 

I 

ships, the frigates, and atone time, the Mjilta and 
Thunderer, which had the prizes in tow. To a ques- 
tion by the prosecutor — If the two frigates could secure 
the prizes, and thereby have left the Malta and Thun- 
derer to join the fleet ? Admiral Stirling replied : — 
The Malta and Thunderer did join the fleet, when we 
formed a junction ^^vith the prizes.— As tOxwheth^r, 
considering the wind and relative situation of the two 
flefets, could the British fleet have neared the enemy 
and renewed the action ? — This is merely a matter of" 
opinion. It is impossible for me to say wl^ether we 
could have neared the enemy, We did not lay our 
heads towards them: from the state of the wind and 
the disposition of the enemy on the .23d, we could not 
have fetched them any part of that day, if they had 
chosen to avoid us. After the admiral had asked whe- 
ther any of the ships wanted to lie-to, 1 saw no other 
fiign4l indicative of- an i^tentiqn to renew the contest, 
4 



liis obj^cJC appiaVing to t6'6, as 1 taici Before, to keep 
C(^thf any <l/ith the crippred shipjj on tVat day. Froui 
Ch«t iftnfe, tbe British f!e6t conlinufid staHding from 
ttteiAf^tnf.' 'Ai' tto the pi5S'slbiIity of the British fteet 
J>ursuing the enemy with advantage on the 24thj they 
#te*eyingtd the8. Md'by E. and the wind being N. 
kH6 E;- I kmW ti6 objection, if tlie admiral had 
tboiigbt pi^p^r to'db e(6. At th6' time the British fleet 
ltof6 doti'n to the crippled sllJps, the Windsor Castle , 
appeared to baVe lo^ her f6f^ topmast, and not to 
bei M9d tor niake sftll ; I d6 not know any other that 
was disabled. 

Admiral Stirling viftti ctosi-^xaminect by ^ir ftobert 
Cttkter— when he atkitbWl^dged' that on the 1 1 th or 
19th eft Jaly, i^heri M jdine^ Sir itobeft from Roche- 
fort, it was reported that they were in that port, one 
tifree'-detekefr, tMfb IfO gUh ships', two ^'^'s, and somft 
Mallei v^sds, and that Admiral l^firling understood 
tfifctf cafntift <iu£ aboaf the l^th of Juh'— -Admiral Stir*. 
Ifalg h^e pto^tiCcd a' l^t^i' frbftfi Sir itobert, after the 
action: it was dated PriilC'ddfWates, 24th. oif July; 
th* A6thlTd\ b^gfe^'hc' th'iglit be permitted to return 
ticks' t6 AdfxhrtfllScirlhf/i^ f&f his unremitted atten- 
tion to the service, and the gallant support he had gi« 
'vfSS- him duflfing the x-rtidte action. Had the weather 
\k^ farvctuta^, afftl they coul<f have seen the signals, 
s^as ta hav^ availed (hebis^lves of the mistakes of the 
cAietxiy, thftff sfaotitd Im^e* captured more of thdr ships. 
HeeMtfAf' tfikt h0 wti< going to Cape Finisterre, to 
meet Lord Nelson, and concert measures with him fof 
attai^kittgthe combined fleet. 

Aditfital Stirlift^s tett^, in reply, began by thanks , 
Htg'AdmxfA Gilder for bis letter, aod sfated that hi 
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meant to gbre bits all tbe support in his power. It 
stated Admiral Stirling's hope that Admiral Calder 
had got a good tale for John Bull, who couM not hiut 
be pleased that he had taken two ships from a superior 
force. 

Admiral , Stirling then added-— I believe that letter 
was sent to the Admiral ou the ^5th, and I had the 
honor to wait upon him in the aftefiioou, by his per- 
mission ; and, to tbe best of my recoliectioa, that was 
my^ reason for not returning an official answer. I do 
not remember any other communication with the Ad- , 
mira], from about midnight of the 2?d. 

By Sir R. Calder^ Did I not always place our 

fleet between the Windsor Castle and the captured 
ships, while in tow of our ships ? — The British fleet 
was always between them. 

Was not the English squadron always placed by me 
between that of the enemy and tbe port of Terrol, so 
long as the enemy continued in sight ? — The British 
fleet was nearer to Ferrol than the enemy, till they 
crossed our stem on the 24:tii. 

When they crossed our stern could they have fetch-, 
ed Ferrol— I do not think they could, as we had the 
wind. 

Court — What distance was the British fleet from 
Rochefort the morning after the action ? — I do not 
know. The chart will tell. lean tell the latitude, 
^ and Longitude. On the following day, at noon, by the 
roaster's reckoning, Cape Finisterre, bore S. E. by £. 
40 leagues. 

Henry fcraddock master of the Glory examined. 

What was tie distance between tbe British fleet, on 
the 24th of July last, from the Ports of Ferrol and. 
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Rocbefort ?— Cape Finisterr^ was then the place firom 
which we reckoned. It was distant about 39 or 40 
leagues^ and the difference between it and Ferrol is 
trifling, not above thiee leagues. As to Rocheforty 
I cannot speak without the chart. 

Do you know the port of Ferrol ?— Yefs, by looking 
into the mouth of the harbor and having a plan of the 
harbor. 

Can an cnem/s fleet come out of that port with the 
wind at north, or with any wind you had between the 
time of the action and 8 P. M. of the 24th ? —I am 
not positive how the wind blew during the whole of that 
time. They could not^ however, come out with a wind 
at N. N. W. and I can hardly suj^ose they could with 
, a wind at north. 

Sir R. Calder being asked, whether he had any ques- 
tions to put to this witness, answered, ** I cnnnot ask 
any questions of that Gentleman.'' He was, how- 
ever, called back, and desired to examine his log-book^ 
when he stated, that it appeared from the log, that, on 
ithe 24th from eight A. M. to eight P. M. natural tinie, 
the wind was from N. N. E. to N. E. 

Could an enemy's ship have come out of Jerrol with. ' 
the wind at N. N. E. or at N. E ? — At N. E. it could 
come out; but, to the best of my judgment, it would 
be attended with considerable difficulty to come out 
with the wind at N. N. E. ^ 

Rear- Admiral George Martin was next examinedL 
His deposition, in substance, nearly resembled- that 
of t\\e preceding witness. On his stating, that the 
Admiral shewed no disposition to renew the action^ 
Sir R. Calder said, he should save the court & great 
deal of trouble on the head of his having, or not haf^ 

' k2 



ing, evii^ed ^ disposition Jq xp^pv the «i\gagqKU^l( 
op the ^3d. j(ie . acpofdingly . cave ia ep a^^vion 
^ .the following effect .: — : — " I ^wiinit tbut I did j^ 
i^jieyr ^ny jsuch cljsposiiion, except by bftuliug my yfui^ 
Wben the enemy bor^ dowp, 4^ \3y doing $0 I 109^ 
havp s^p£vrate4 ni^^$eif ffotfi X\\q crippled ^bi^)^ ftnd 



On his crbSs-examination by Sir R. C alder, r^atiyf 
to tlje. enp my chj^sin^ hin^^ or wsiking ?m fitteinpt to 
Yarce hinx tq batJtle, either op tb^ ^3id gr 2itb — be aoy 
swer^d, th^t the e&eniy bprj^ up iq the aft^rnpQ/^i C|^ 
'tli^^3d ; }:)utbY their b^ulipg their wipd agi^, af 
'|66n as tbgyjpined tjiejr Igs^^rdjojo^t ship^ be belifiyei^ 
li \\Q^ only iut^ndfid for that pgrpoa^.— i-r-A<iwr/4 
tialder could not have pursued the enemy oxi tbe Zifijjf 
\vitbout separating frQin the prizes^ and n9t und^r s 
Dress of sail T^itbout ^ep^atiog from tbe Wind^ Qf$9 

tie. The British S^t 'Sfis sJwajs placed h^tewt il# 

'Muemy and thft port^of FerroL 

Mr. BickneJl, jwbo ^6S^Biad Mr. Greetbam, tb« da^ 
pi^y judge advocate, in tbe conducting the prafecu^ 
tion, here remarked, that Sir R. Calder having ad* 
mitted that all tbe ships but tbe Windsor Castla were 
in a condition lo renew the fight^ if be had thoMgbl 
proper, be (Mr. Bicknell) thought bis task at an eitd^ 

$ir Robert Calder said, be had made no such ad* 
mission. He did indeed admit, that tbe Windsor Cas^ 
tl^ was the only ship that did make a return lo that 
<»9act. 

' ^Ir* Bicknell said, that be thought that an admiesion 
{Mretty equivakat. 

Captain W. C. Durham, of the Defence, and Cap 
tab inwwii 9f M>e Triumph* were next examined 
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fSh^ latter stated, that oo th^ morning ^f the .S34> be- 
ii^ sent to chas^ a recoiukoU«ring frigatOi he ^UervMl 
the eueiny about three or four »ilw on the w^^Xbv 
beam of the British fleet, apparently repairing tii^ir^t- 
inage. — One of their fihipQ ia th« re«r appear44 to 
have the head of her bow^rit gons oil^ and «aa afh* 
pareetly in tow of another. A second had her lof^ 
yard down, and her. top fbreogallant-matt. A ihirdy 
ione of her 8ail*yard» down,, and three or fowr ahipa 
were shifting iheir top-«ftaila during the time h^ lay 
there. — Their situation was not described to the admi- 
ral. , It was not required ; and was not stated to him 
/till -some time afterwards. 

Sir R. Calder then a^ked the wUness-z-^Was jN>ur 
siiip in dang/df of carrying away her saaats, pa th# Sdd> 
when I Blade you a signal to chaae the French frigate, 
«reconnoitering»?-*-Yes; and I very much wondered the 
main-maSt did not go. l^e bowi^it, aho, was yery 
tedly wounded ; and tte lbn>-mast had sprung though 
it laad been ishod. 

- Did you report this to me when you eame on board 
ilM» Prinoe of Wales ? — Ye6» I tqld you aeme few days 
after. 

Wese^u not obliged to leave Admiral l^i fling a^ 
larwardsand ^ into port ?— Thre^ carpejEiiers reported 
she main-usast to ha too had to ^ar^y a top-mast, 
#A . which Adflsival Stirling ordered ase into port, 
"where the fore^mast, main-oaast, aod Ipow^prUwere 
sisaAed. 

Was not the British fleet kep<; between the eaemjr 
mid BeoBol^ ae iosg aa tibe enemy mmawftftin sight i 

Yu. ../,;■■ / ■ 
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Court — Did you make tbe signal of iDabiVity vbea 
you were ordered to chase the frigate — No ; I did not 
'icoBSider it a time to make a signal of distress or in* 
Ability. 

Here tbe evidence for the prosecution was declared 
to be finished, and Sir R. Calder was ordered to enter 
on bis defence the following day (Tuesday) if be should 
.feel himself sufficiently prepared. 

On Tuesday, however,^ the court was adjourned to 
"Wednesday, Sir R. Calder not being prepared. 

Accordingly, on Wednesday, tbe 25ih, tbe court 
met at ten o'clock, and Sir Robert Calder having been 
called in, addressed the court, and presenting a scroll, 
said, ** Mr. President and Gentlemen of the court, I 
beg leave to deliver this as my defence, and tore* 
quest your permission that a friend of mine may read 
it;' 
. The President replied, " Most assuredly." 

Mr. Gazelee, Sir Robert's official adviser, then reiad 
nearly as follows : — Mr. President, and Gentlemen of 
ibis Honorable Court, i appear before you in a singu* 
lar, and, I may say, in almost, an unprecedented si* 
tuation, |iaving served my king and country, not only 
without reproach, but with honor and -reputation, foF 
a period of upwards of 46* years, (47 years ! exclaimed 
Sir Robert Calder), during which I have been more 
thdn once honored with distinguished marks of appro** 
bation ; and, within the last six months^ have^ with 
an inferior fleet, forced into action the combined fleets 
of the €nemy, and captured two of their line-of-battl« 
/^ tbipe. Notwithstanding ^ these circumstances, I ha ve 
lound myself under tlie painful necessity of deiri:anding 
a iMtvsU court of enquiry upon my conduct, in order 
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that I might defend jmy character from the aspersionj» 
i^hich have been cast upon it, in consequence of my 
Qot renewing the action with the combined squadronn 
of France and Spain, after the second day from the 
action. The consciousness of having done myxluty 
to my country would have been alone sufficient to 
have. induced me to treat those aspersions with con- 
tempt, if their circulation had not been so general, 
that my silence must have been construed into an ad- 
mission of their truth. It was therefore that I found 
>^ my self under the indispensible necessity of apply ipg to 
the Lords of the Admiralty, in order that I might be 
enabled to refute the aspersions against my character 
and fame. To this their lordships assented, and, al- 
though in a subsequent letter I requested that the 
court should be invested with the power of enc^uiring 
into the whole of my conduct, they have thought it 
right to confine the enquiry entirely to the proceeding^ 
of the 23d of July, and to my not taking and de- 
stroying every ship of the enemy, which the char^^e 
asserts it was my duty to do. I consider this, there- 
fore^ as a declaration on the part of their lordships, 
that my not renewing the engagement with the enemy 
on' the 23d, is the only part of my conduct to which 
any doubt attaches. At the same time, I cannot but 
lament that the enquiry should be so limited as it is, 
for it previ^ts me from giving evidence of the action 
of the 22d; an action which ,^ I am proiad to sa}*, added 
to the glory of the BritisG navy. I trust I shall satisfy 
the court that joay not renewing the engagement was^ 
under all. the circumstances, the most proper course 
to* be adopted, and that the attempting to renew th« 
action migjht have endangeresl my own fleeti and witk 
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h the safety of the country. I shaU lay before the 
court the situation in which I was ptaeed, the orders 
1 had received, and the reasons by whicb I vnts actii* 
a^, confideni that the aspersions, of which 1 haTt 
been so long the object, wilt be dissipated, and I shall 
*be restored with unsullied honor to that country for 
-which I have bled and conquered. • Permit me, -Mr, 
•President and Gentlcftnen, to make a few observations 
on the specific charge. It does not strictly speaking,^ 
range itself with any of the articles of war. It a»- 
'SLimes, that it was my duty to take and destroy^ eveiy 
ship of the enemy. I adn>it that it is so much the 
duty of every officer, that it is incumbent on^ kim to 
exert himself to bis utmost means to destroy every skip 
of the enemy ; but it is not necessary lor me to prove 
'the physical possibility bf destroying then. There 
may be many reasons which would render the atten^ 
irash and imprucient: those reasons nKisi be so pbviods 
to the courts that ii would be unnecessary to state 
them. Permit me, however, to observe, tliat mi»e 
IS not the only instanee where a British' iieet has been 
lying in sight of the enemy without renewMg the 
light. I may name two gaUant officers, who, after 
brilliant victories, did noC think themselves, justifiedl 
in bringing \he enemy to battle again — i meuO'ISaii . 
Howe iti 1794, and Earl St.. VincOnt in 1 79?. Of 
Idler latter I can speak from my own personal kaow^ 
ledge, having served under hi-m in tifaal engagement 
Of the propriety of the. conduct of those brave oiK^erB 
tipon each occasion, so doiibt has ever been' eut«»- 
tained. Tbey exercised a socmd discretion, acting- im- 
Ite best of their jadgneal^ for the advaatsge (d tbe 
coimtrfs But H oaej not be kttprofey t» io »i ib| 



that oikif w^ A M(i|aftioji in wJi^ob H ffr48«]giie)Mott*' 
iisxly oect^ary to «x^rdse tb^t di§cr«^ioQ wbicb •» 
i;^^ i^suj^posed to posse^Sy find, by yikhh Im i$ i0 
4^ewii»e ^)e propriety #f o£^rjng baUl^ to a anporior 
fl^et» Upon the two memorable occ^&iona i9 whidb i 
^ay^ refc^^di there y/oBr np appreheosion of attadt 
from any other quarter. I, on tbe contrary t fouai 
myself under the necessity of being On my jguar4 
against the Ferrol and Rocbefort 9q.uadrons» conaist^ 
ing pf not less than tw^ty-one sail of-tbeJUoey one 
f4 which waj$ at laa, and th? other oql the point of aatW 
^^. I will tfoubla ihQ court with a «l¥>rt f t(iiQra8i]lt 
p(tbe%ta. In February l«»it X vat K&patcbad by 
i^mlr^ porpw^^lliti tQ folo^kad^ tbn roads of F/errol ank 
>.Cprnfln»» jB^fide9 a French squadron of ^ve tisil of 
^e lij^e^ afl^i^wards increaf^d to uit^ ml vf ibe Hm^ 
^r^ W^« j^verfJ frigates t^on at sea. I applied to tk^ 
i4ia^ralty for twe-ffigalesand som^ small fhips to phtft^ 
9l the mouth of the harbor, but I was only able U^ ob>» 
lAHir one frigate^ I do not impute any blame to tte 
ludmiralty on this account; I well know that at thai 
^me they had abundant means of applying all tht? forct 
ib^y could collect. I am not accusing the admiralty^ 
i «ltt. defending myself, and the sole object is, that tha 
^nrtmayl)^ aniureol the situation in which 1 was 
placed* , With my small force I kept my station, and 
tofward^ the information I received to the com» 
mander in chief, Admiral Cornwalhs. The Toulon and 
Gadii; fleet joined* My situation now beaame so dan^ 
garous, tb^ Lord Gardner desired me to join hinu 
At this time the combined squadrons, Mthich had goaa 
|t> the We^t Indies^ were on their return, and I was di» 
l^ted to be^ i^pon my guard aguittt thefn. Tti^fft* 
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parataoiM at Ferrol <x>nttnued. I received informatios 
that a French admiral at Paris was ordered to proceed- 
to Ferrol, to relieve the admiral, and to push to sea, 
and the report made to me by Captain Pro^^se agreed' 
with this, so far as respected the intention of the squa- 
dron to sail. I also received information that ttie ships 
had actually begun to move. In addition to this, I 
learnt that the enemy had erected signal posts along 
the coast, in order that the combined squadron, on it» 
return, might, by sending in a small frigate, communi*' 
cate their arrival to the ships at Ferrol, and direct 
them to push out Admiral Comwallis, who had joined 
me, directed. me to proceed forty leagues to the N.W» 
of Cape Finisterre, and cruize six or eight days, in oi^ 
der to intercept the French and Spanish squadron, 
which he never supposed amounted to more than \6 
•ail of the line ; after which i was to return to nay 
post off Ferrol* This order wat brought me on tht 
I5th of July, on which day Admiral Stirling, joined me, 
and we proceeded as the order directed^ At that tim# 
there were nine sail of the line in Rochef[)rt ready ; and 
the evidence of Admiral Stirling has proved that they 
had sailed on the tSth. The wind was quite fair for 
^he erieray to get out of Ferrol ; the wind continued 
fail; two or three days for that purpose, and if they 
took the advantage of it, they might have got from 
thence — They might have sailed from Ferrol on tha 
g4th; for though the wind was N. W.on the 23d, it 
was N. N. £. on the 24th. But I shall place this out 
of all doubt, by putting in the charts, by which it will 
he seen what winds would bring the squadron out of 
Ferrol ; besides, the court will not fail to recollect that 
tbei^e aie frequent land winds on that part of the coast,, 
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hy whiob jthay might have pushed out. These observa* 
tioDs^are only material, as they enable thecourt to judge 
of my apprehensions that the Fcrrol squadron might ac- 
tually be at sea. 1 received an order from Lord Nelson^* 
directed to the commanding officers in the Tagus» ac- 
quainting tbeiii, that the combined squadron had pas* 
sed Antigua on their way to Europe. On the 22d of 
July they came in sight, twenty sail of the line, seveir 
frigates, and two armed brigs ; a much greater force 
than I expected them to consist of. it appear8,'that 
when they were seen off the Diamond Rock, they were . 
only 1 6 sail. The force under my command amounted* 
only to 15 sail of the line, two frigates, and two cut- 
ters. Notwithstanding this great difference in point of 
strength, 1 furced them to action: — the general result 
yi)u are acquainted with. As it is not the object of 
enquiry, it is not necessary to take up your time by en- 
tering into it. I have never heard of any disapproba- - 
tion expressed by any one as to the mode of carrying 
the fleet into action. The victory was decidedly ours. 
I have only to lament that the state of the weather pre- 
vented its being more complete. As it was, there are but 
few instancesjin which an equal numoer of British ships, 
ag-ajnst^uch a superior force, have been so successful. 
The firing did not cease till nine o'clock ; and though 
it has been said by those who are unacquainted with 
the subject, that it might have been longer continued, 
yet you well know, that in the latitude in which the ac- 
tion was fought, it is conrpletely dark at that hour. At 
the time the firing ceased, the enemy were at long 
cannon shot. 1 had hailed the Windsor Castle, and 
desired Captain Boyle to get a mast up. He said he 
was afraid he could not. I said I should keep on the 
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i^aoe Ufck all n1ght» wbich I did^ keepiog tbei ^adiior" 
between the Windsor Gastle and the prizes. Duriug' 
tfie night tny ship was employed in repairing the da-- 
ijaagesy the other ships were similarly employed ; andyi 
. being unacquainted with the state of the damages, I- 
did flatter myself that I should be able next moFning 
to renew the action, and J did endeavour to keep at 
near the enejny as I could, tbe captured ships not- 
being able to keep up with tlie squadron, and I sent 
the Frisk and tbe Nile to take the accounts of tbe 6m* 
magCB. At day-break the accounts were laid beforr 
new aod I found the damages much more cdnsiderabUi'' 
than I expected. I was eiglit or nine miles to leeitard^' 
^th the Mahaand Thunderer out of sight. - At eight 
o'clock we saw the lilalta, frigates, and pri^s to leth 
wardy and the Windsor Castle in tow of tbe Dragoiu : 
Observing that the Malta appeared to have one of the* 
prizes in tow, I ordered her to q^it lier, and joih me. 
The enemy at this time were in a body, and appa* 
gently had not materially suffered in their ma9ts;> 
on the contrary^ on examining the acccnints of the 
damages, I found, that of my hfteen ships, ailthoil^' 
the Windsor Castle wat^ the only one tho^t answered nrir 
siffaaA itk the aiirmatiite, when I asked who wanted to 
lier by to re^t, yet tklat there was -net one of them in a^ 
state to carry vgaSSici&oit sail to take thent to windwardl, 
particularly a» there was a beafy swelU That m^ 
judgnMmt was correct requires no other proof ifaafti^ 
tbofl early in the morning the BarAeur sprung hieryirrti: 
tliai a few boors only after, the RepwlsesproBg'her bow« * 
^prift. This afford asspecimen of what mi^t bayr 
Seen expected if the other ships bad carried tbbt saii" 
which wai-necetiarytD enable th«« t» e^xna up wiUt" 
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iiie eoeiBy* It has been proved by CapUio ImnaBt that 
^en I deeired hioi to drive arway a frigate that was ref- 
cooooiteriog u0y he waft appreheoetveof his majsts going 
l>y the board, though he did not think it a time to make 
•Bjgaidof inability. .Another conaeqiaeDce of attempting 
io f^aew the- action wotild ha^ been the capture, of the 
Ayindsor rGaslIe aed the priais ; lor, independent of 
tiie R$)chefort squad roav the enemy had ships on the 
weathm* bow» to take advantage of those ships that se^- 
paraledi &Ora our squadron. By pursuing that line of 
coaduei which I did, I preserved the victory I bad 
gainedy in deftanCe 6f the liostile s(^adrons. Had I 
eittempled to renew the engagement, I should have 
f Qstai&ed a loss iu the want of frigates, l^e ad van* 
iages of haviqg frigates and Hght ships upon such an 
pccasioa are ao well known to you, that it would be 
"ifeuperfluous in tie to point tliomiout. Permit me to 
$ay a word ortwo upaathe subject of the superiority of 
ihe enemy m point of numbers. I am fisir from en« 
cottragtn^.lhe idea' tibat an engagement ought not to bo 
risked where the enerny are superior. I knew^ the gal-' 
laatiy, bravery, and heroic spirit of British sailovs too 
well lo esutertain such a thought for a moment* My 
own eon4i3^ I trust, sufficiently proves that I am in- 
fluenced bji »e aech sentiment ; but I depreeate the 
idea tha^tan engagemest must be continued by a com* 
ipanding oSkesc as long as he can continue it, even 
thoagh he should put at hazard the advantages he h^s 
belt) ra gained. • I maintain, that to encourage such an 
idea, wsould one day prove fatal to the officers, and 
dangerous- to tfae.country. The necessity of conlipuing 
an engagement must always depend on its own clrcu^- 
etances^aod the disoretiea of the cflicer wbe^cpad* 
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mands, subject to that resppsibility which attaches fo 
the situation in which he is placed. 'Circumstance^ 
AS I was, it appeared to mc to be impracticable to force 
the enemy to action with such advantage as would ' 
justify me, even if I had nothing to apprehend but the 
opposing squadron. But when I>reflected, that six*^ 
teen sail were at Ferrol, who might have come out to 
the assistance, of the combined fleet, or that thfi 

s. 

blockade of Ferrol being no longer continued^ ihey 
might be pushing tQ England, the invasion of which was 
an event daily expected, I felt, that by renewing the 
action I should run too great a hazard, and pat iny 
jfieet in a state of danger, which I could- not have been 
justified for doing. I iherefore thought it best to keep 
my squadron together, and not to force the enemy to a 
eecond engagement, till a more favorable opportunity. 
At the same time, conceiving that their object was ta 
join the ships at Ferrol, I determiired to prevent them; 
I kept within them land Ferrol, and also kept between 
ihem and tb« Windsor Castle, meaning, if I found an op- 
portunity, to attack them afterwards. That this was my 
: determination, will be proved by a* witness, to vdiom^ 
1 communicated my having fortncd this resolution. I 
will .prove that I acted upon it during the two days> . 
' keeping the squadron in sight, and never avoiding ah 
cngagemejit with the enemy — on the contrary, when- 
ever the enemy shewed a disposition to engage, 1 held 
iny wind, and, no doubt, if they had persevered, they 
would have met with a proper reception-^if they ever 
did entertain any such intention,' they abandoned it— 
During the whole of the 23d the enemy had the wind, 
and at^the clo^e of the day, Uiey wer« at a distance 
of four leagues. - At day-break ^n^the S^tb, the ehe- - 
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m/9 fleet were six leagues to tfae^west, and to be seenr 
cmly from tlie mabt head ; tlie wind was in our favoff 
though but Tery Hght breezes, and I doubt whether 1- 
could have overtaken tb^m— rf^ertakily I eoM not, 
without Bepacating the -squadron, and as, thejr would 
Not renew the action when the wind was in their favqr, 
I coaid hardly expect that they would when it was ia 
ours, I could not have prevented them from leaking 
signals to the fleet at Ferrol. 1 therefore did not tbink 
the opportunity afforded of ' overtaking them by th« 
state of the wind sufficient ground to induce me to al* 
ter my opinion. At six o'clock they were entirely out 
. of sight ; on the 25th we continued our course East 
^d by North, and having accotifi^panied the Windsor 
Castle and priaes so hr to the north, that I thought 
them safe fro&i the combined as y^ell as the Rochefort 
squadron, I parted, and said I should go back to Cttpm 
Finisterre, in hopes of seeing Lord Nelson; if I "did 
not, that I should proceed off Ferro), to see if an3^far 
vorable opportuiuty should offer of attckcking the entr 
my to advantage. I arrived at the place of rendezvons 
previously directed by the commander in chief, but did 
not find Lord Nelson. At length the combined squa- 
drons were enabled to get into Ferrol and Corunna, 
and 1 joined the commauder in chief off Ushant. I 
have thu$ given a faithful narrative of my proceedings 
until my joining in the North Seas, a period of &ye 
months, during which I was perpetually at seaj and 
here having trespassed so much^ on your patience, my 
jiarrative might close ; but the court will, I trust, per- 
mit me to add one fact; as it will shew that the com* 
mauder in chief approved of my conduct, and that hd 
-expressed bis approbation, which certainly he would 
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not bave done if ke bad tbougbt I bad ill discharged 
my tni&t. He bad before tbat trafismiitod to me di« 
^probatioQ of tAie adcniralty of tny oonddctf •abd ^isAf 
four days afterwards be put uoder my ooniiBaRd twea- 
tysail, desiring me to cruize in seaorcb of tbe cembiaed 
fleet, »and to use my utmost endeavors to k>tercq>t 
tbem. i immediately aailed in ptrrsuance of bis order* 
fbe combined squadron bad leftFerrol, and I was ia 
time tQ enable Admiral CoHkngwood to 9ecure then io 
Cadiz* At tbis time iiK>thiDg of blame bad Feacbed 
my ears. Tbinking tb»t I bad weil and Bucceasfujly 
exerted myself in tbe service of my country, kdidinot 
suggest itself to toy mind tbat any fault could bo. foand 
ivitbme. Tbe congratulations I received were flatleiM^ 
The court are in possession of die letter wibicb I ireceiv* 
^d from l^e admiralty, and tbe ap^robatioA eiqpreesed 
by the commander in cbief. Tbe latter was tbe most 
•olid proof tbat could be given of tbe manner inw^ich 
bis orders bad beeti executed ; and 1 flattered myself, 
tbat I should have been bonopedby my Sovereigti9:aDd 
tbat my brave associates would bave bad the reward 
they had so well merited. Tbe court will judge what 
were my feelings, what my disappointmeuty to find my** 
self traduced and falsified in the newspapers. Even t^e 
most moderate accused me of playing with tbe ieeliuga 
of tlie public* I felt tbat tbe manner 'of publishing tb« 
account of the victory in tbe Oazette might have givea 
occasion for tbe aspersions against me ; £dt you will 
observe, that instead of its being published a? an eX'J' 
tract of my dispatch, it was published as a copy, and 
concluded with the passage, " When I have • pat my 
jiquadroD to riglus, I shall endeavor to renew tbe sto 
tio^'^ OQii^tipg -altogether the subsequent •psu't of the 
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fetter. Here I must protest against the slightest cenr 
sure on the admiralty. They, doub^ess, were anxious 
to give the public the earlie&t intimation of the vic- 
tory, *and did not think it necessary to givje any account 
of the Rochefort and Ferrol squadrons. If they had 
done so, the public would not have drawn the conclur^ 
sion they did, nor would the public have been so san^ 
guine in their expectafions, if the letter lia4 been pub* 
lished as an extract^ because they would have imar^ . 
gined there was something else in the letter which the- 
admiralty thought proper to conceal. If the admiral- 
ty had beto aware of this, sure I am> from the readi- 
ness Willi which they gave me a copy of my letter, th^ ^ 
. would have fivoided putting me in the, untbrtunate si-^ 
tuation. in- which< I .am placed.. In< availing myself of 
the liberty of defending my own character and conr ' 
4ucty 1 shall be careful not to state any thing prejtidl- 
Qial to the public. L shall rather run the risk of suftering", 
by Che concealment of that which ought not to be pub- 
lished, r diink it can be attended with qq bad conse^ 
quences to state that passage in my letter, the omissioi^ 
of which I complain. It is this-r^ At ti^e «ame timo 
it will behove me to b« on n^ guard against the com^ 
bmed squadrons in. Ferrol and JRochefort;. therefore 
I may find it necessary to. make a junction with th#^ 
commander in chief off Ush^nt.f' I^d this part oi> 
my letter been published, I be^ leave to ask wh^thes 
the pijibiic would have l^fien so sanguine as they hav^: 
been Pr-Assui^ly they would not; nor should I have- 
had occasion, to give you thk trouble^. I^tated, that 
the enemy had sent off one of their crippled- ships to 
Ferrol^ and that on the morning of the 23d there ap^^ 
j^eared to be two ships less in the combkied ffeet thos^ 
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c^n the preceding day. The court will, I trust, ' tbmk 
1 do not unnecessarily trespass on their time further to 
meution another public letter. I owe it to Admiral 
Stirling and to mysself to say, that I took the earliesl 
opportunity of supplying the omission of his name in 
my letter to the admiralty, an omission which was only 
attributed to the illness of my secrelan*, and that I af« 
terwank gAve him that share of approbation which was 
d\ie to his meiit. It would be improper to comment 
on tht^ ditl^rent reports which ha^e been circulated ; 
but there is one» which is so entirely destitute of foun- 
<latk^Uthat tlie court will forgive me if I call it to their 
atlt^ntion. It has been asserted and reported, that I 
«aid to Lieutenant Nicholson, when he left me with 
the dispatch, that IJiad written to the lords commla- 
«ioners, saying that I had it in my power to bring the 
- combined fleet to action, and that I was determined to 
do so. If this had been so, Lieutenant Nicholson 
would have been called* ' His not being called, gives 
-additional weight to my declaration, that I never did 
*tend such message— that I do most solemnly declare 
the enemy were at the time out of sight, and it was 
-ifhpossible to renew the action. He was, therefore, 
•liot warranted in affirming that, or in making any such 
-representation, as from me. I am aware these obser- 
vations will not vary the question — they will not, I 
'trust, be deemed wholly irrelevant, but, on the con- 
»trary, will justify me, for having desired an oppor* 
':tunity of exculpating myself to the public, and remov* 
g the imputations against me. The opportunity has 
ieen offered, and 1 hope the explanation will be satis- 
tory. The question resolves itself into two branches: 
^*9t, Whether I could have renewed the engagement 
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"witb advantage ? and, secondly, Wfiether it was pru- 
dent not '40 renew it, and I did not wisely exercise mj 
discretion ? On the first, yon have heard the evidence for 
the prosecution. The result is, that on the' ?3d of July tjt 
was impossible to bring theenemy to action unless they 
thought proper to renew it, and that on the 24tJ2 1 had 
no chance of overtaking them without separating my 
squadron. In additfon to that evidence, I shall trouble 
you with very little. I shall prove the damages the^ 
different ships had sustained, with the additional cir- 
cumstance, that it was not, from the state of the wea- 
ther, possible to take the people out of the captured 
ships ; liut here I Imve to lament the absence of Cap- 
tain Prowse, but I trust I ^hall be able to prove these 
matters without his assistance, as his arrival is so ex- 
tremely uucertain. You will take into your conside- 
ration the questions : whether the enemy would liave 
staid till I came up with them ? Whether I should 
have separated myself from the disabled part of my 
squadron ? and you must know thai there is a material 
jlifference between renewipg the attatk with. a willing 
and an unwilling enemy. It has been said that I 
mearit to renew the action, by the signal to ask if any 
9f the ships wiinted tp lie by. My reason for that sig» 
•nal, was, that I might form my line to the best ad van- . 
tage, in case the enemy was inclined to renew the ac- 
tion. At this time, the Windsor Castle wa,s in tow 'of 
the Dragon, and the Malta jvas to leeward ; and al- 
though I might have formed a line it would have been 
impossible to have made an attack. That the signal 
iivas not understood, is evident; for Captain Inman has 
said, that he did not think it a time to make a sVgaal ^ 
of inability in sight of an enemy. TVi^.w»«x.hi\^ ^'HI 
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poUect that I was at that time in possession' of thefer 
turn of the fjaioages of each i^ip. The answer in Ih^ 
p^ative ta oay sigaa], expressed only the sentioaentB- 
of the individuaVand thQ cowrt will give me credit for 
•very disposition tQ encourage t^at ardour in the qf&f 
cers and seamen,, and. their readiness %t M times ta 
mectt the enemy, which easily accounts for their onwiV* 
lingnefs to give signals of inability. Mr. President^ 
with the rank and character I hold, I think I should^ 
)U)t have been justified,, if,, to this feeling of bravery. 
And courage, I had put the British sqpadron.tohazard«. 
the preservation of \vbich was of so much importance* 
io the country. A question has been put to Captaip* 
Inman, to know whether I asked him for the situation* 
ojf the enemy.. With respect to the fact stated by Cap- 
Jion Puiham— ^^when. he -made the signal, I had^ 
formed «my plan,, and to have desired him to keep the- 
'<9Demy 19 sight would only have had the effept of ^pa>^ 
rating him from me.. I best, kne^v my own intentions*. 
The signal I made was No. 77) to bring to, and not th^ 
6ignal to ke^ the c^^expy in sight. In- forming an idea^ 
of the second question,, pan^ly, the renewing of the- 
engagement, the court will forgive me if I refer to my 
^nation.. I had but fourteen. sail wiUiout frigates, the- 
j^emy had 'eigjbteea with, many frigates. I could not 
Jiope to succeed without receiving grciiat damage;. I had. 
no friendly, port to gp~ to ; and had the ferrol .and. 
JEtpchefort squadrops-come 04it, I must have fallen an 
jeasy prey. They might have gpne to Ireland. Had. 
I been defoate^, the enemy would. have acquired spirit,. 
Al2d it is yopossible to say what the conseqvience might 
)iavej3jeen« TJie qpesti^n is great and momentou^. 
Jt sJf^Qfi^T^ry pflicer who 9^y tie placed ia a situ^* 
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tion of command. Miserable mu&t bt fiieir conduct^ 
if tbey are lo bccensuFed ibr a fair and boaest dls- 
obanige of their duty, aad tbe due eKercise of tbeir dis* 
OFetion. 1 bave ever felt trhat i have exercised Biine 
wisely, and for the advantage' of the service and the 
country. Were I placed in shnilar ci reams taxines again» 
I slia.uld act ina^imilatr maojier, unless this court, put* 
ting themselves in my situation, shall tell me I acted 
erroneously ; but thds I trust the^ will not do^ If I 
jRoy be allowed to look at subsequent events, I might 
say, that by tbe conduct I adopted, I was enabled to 
pursue the tcoKtifaiqed sqxiadron into Cftdtz, by which 
I laid tbe foxmdatioii of that ^ksidid victory which 
engages the otten^on of the co^n^try. By Ibeing placed 
under the necessity of demanding this enquiry, .1 have, 
beenprevented iirom 4SibaTiDg in thie glories of that day ; 
and, believe me, that has been no omaH part orf my 
»ttflfering8 (the gallant Admiral turned rottnd, andmr^ed. 
« tcQTJtom his eye)^ The judgment of the court wrlfi 
I hope, reinstate me in. society, and restore to me un*!'- 
sulhed that fair fame and reputat^ion which have beea 

« 

fee cruelly attacked." 

The first branch of evideirce consilsted wholly of writ- 
ten documents, wb^ich were laid upon the table, but Bofe, 
read. They were the original correspondence between 
l^ord Gardner oDd Admiral Calder — the letters aoji. 
erders of Lord jCornwalHs— the orders of the AdmirsR 
ty, desiring the Admiral to bex)n his guard agoin&t ihei 
llochefort axid Ferrol squadrons— the orders of Lord 
NeJsoft to the commanders in the 1 agus--th2 Gazette, 
account of the action of the 23d--the Admiral's letter^ 
with the unpublished paragraph, -and several other 
letters between the adiuiral.amlother comiBai\<^ers«^ 
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For the defence — 

The Hon. Capt. Gardner of the Hero, gave in th«- 
report of the damages of bis ship. It appeared* that 
the foremast of the Hero was so bad(y wounded, that^ 
if he had gone in pursuit of the enemy, especially os 
the 24th, it was Captain Gardner's opinion, that thv 
mast must have gone by the board. When the Her(^ 
was repaired in port, the fore-mast and main-mast wert 
both taken out and replaced by new ones. A report 
of the damages was sent on tlie night between th# 
^2d%and 23d» On Captain Gardner stating, that li^^ 
had been informed by Lieutenant Fennel of the Nild^ 
that the Admirail noeant to renew the action oji thtf 
morning— The following paper was put in by SirK» 
Calder :— 

'' I admit that in the dght of the 22d, 1 did hope ^ 
renew the action/^ 

Captain Gardner further stated, that he only ob- 
served one main-top-8ail*yard gone of the whole squa** 
dron of the enemy. 

The Hoji, Cfi4}tain Legge of the Repulse, being exat» 
9iined, stated, that the enemy did not appear to hav^ 
suffered much. The first report be made to the Ad- 
miral mentioned that his rigging and sails had bees 
cut. On the evening, however, of the 25 th, the bow- 
sprit sprung, of which a signal was made to the admi- 
ral. About the same time the Malta sprung her fore- 
yard, and it was thought, her lower yard — a signal 
was made that the Repulse arul Malta were ready^ to 
make sail again, as soon as it was day-hght on th» 
morning of the 26th. ' 

Captain Boyle of the Windsor Castle, delivered in 
his report of the dattiage. From his evidence it waft 
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jfpparent, tbat unless Sir Robert had edged down, tho 
Windsor Castle could not possibly have joined ihe 
fleet, neither was it in a condition to work to wind- 
ward, either in line of battle, or order of sailing, so ai 
to force the etiemy to battle on the 23d or 24th of 
July. . , 

The evidence of Captain Lechmerfe, of the Thunderer^ 
Captain Brown, of the Ajax, Captain Harvey, of the 
Agamenvnon, were nearly the same as those of the pre^ 
ceding. 

Captain Curaming, of the Prince of Wales, testified^ 
"that no part of tlve Vice-admiral's co;iduct, during^ 
the action,, was to be attributed to fear, or a want of 
aeal for his Majesty's service. 

The remainder of the evidence, was of a nature si- 
milar to the foregoing testimonies. / 

Qn Thur&day the 26th, the court met as usual at ten 
o'clock, and continued in deliberation until near four^ 
when Sir Robert Calder was called, and the Judge 
Advocate read the following sentence of the courts— 

^' At a Court Martial assembled on board his Ma<* 
jetty's ship Prince of Wales, in Portsmouth harbour, 
on the 23d day of December, 1805, and continued by» 
adjournment, from day to day, until the 2(}th day of 
the same month. - ^ 

** Pursuant to an order from the Right Hon. the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated the 15th 
day of November last past, and directed to the Presi- 
dent, setting forth, that Sir Robert Calder, Bartj Vice- 
admtral of the Blue, had, by his letter to their Lord- 
ships' Secretaiy, dated the 1 3th day of Sepitember last, 
requested,, for the reasons therein-qientioned, that an 
ipquiry^may be made into his the said Vice-admiraTs: 



•connect, OR t&e $Sd day of !My Idst, tlie dajr a^ 
ter the flngegement with the combliDed ii e e ts of 
Fniice and Spain, or upon the wliele of 8uch jnurt 
tliereof (^xdien in presence of the enenrrj), as should 
«ppear for tlie good of bis Majeeft/s aervice, and for 
enabling him to give his reasons publicly for hisoon* 
ikict on that oocasion. 

** That their Lordslirps thought fit, in conpHanc^ 
with the Vice-adnairal's revest, and for the reasojis 
mentioned in his said letter, that a Court Martial 
should be assembled, for'tbe purpoae above*raentioDed, 
and also for enquirii^ into the whole of the said Vice* 
admiral's coaduct and proceedings, on the said 88d 
day of July, and into his subsequent conduct and pn>« 
<.'eedings, until he fhially^ lost sight of the enemy's ships ) 
and to try him for not having done his utmost to re* 
new the said engagement, and to take and destroy eye* 
ry ship of the enemy, which it was his duty toeagagev 
the court proceeded to inquire inio the conduct aa^ 
proceedingsofthesaid Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder, 
with his Majesty's squadron under hisoommaod; on 
the said CSd day <S July last, and also into his subse- 
quent conduct and proceedings, until he finally- lost 
sight of the enemy's fteet, aad to try him hr not hsv«^ 
ing done bis utmost to renew the said engagement, and 
to take or destroy every ship of the ^Xkemy, wBich it 
Mras his duty to engage, and hfmng heard the evi-- 
dence produced in support of tiM charge, and by 
the said Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder, Bant, is h^ 
dcTeiice, and what he had to alledge in support tliereof, ^ 
and having maturely weighed and considdred tiiir 
vrhole, the court is of opinion, tbat the charge of not 
having dcme his utmost to rctiew the said efiigagemeely 



imd tD take or .destf^oy every ship of the etiettiy, fani 
been proved against the said Vice-admiral Calder^ 
that it appears that fan cotKluibt has not been actuated 
either by cowardice or disaiffecdota^ bot has ariseti sole- 
ly from error In judgment^ and is highly ceHsurablei and 
"doth adjudge him to be severaly tepHmanded> and thd 
said Vico-admiral Sir Robert Caldefis hereby 'severely 
reprimanded accordinglyk 

Upon the sentence being protiouhcec)) Sir R. Calder 
appeared deeply affected— he turned rpuiicl and retired 
Mrithout a word, lie was accompanie4 h^ a §reat num- 
ber of friends^ and on descetoding fto^ the dopk of the 
Prince of Wales into his barge, sear<Seiy lifted up his 
head, which was apparently bowed down by the weight 
of the sejitence pronounced upon him— a sentence^ 
which, by many^ has been thought much toe severe ; 
and by more totally unmerited^ The disgrace of the 
gallant admiral must undoubtedly be ascribed, partly 
to that sanguine expectation which every advantage 
over ouf enemies^ never fails to excite in the people of 
England, atid which so fi^quently obtains credit for 
the accounts of battles never fought and victories never 
dcbieved. This disposition on the present occasion, 
was farther encouraged by the indiscreet and exag- 
gerated reports of Lieutenant Nicholson, who broughc 
home Sir Robert Calder's dispatches, and to whose re- 
presentations the subsequent disappointment of the 
public owed much of its poignancy. There cannot 
exist a doubt that the admiral displayed all the intre- 
pidity and gallantry during the action by which be has 
been distinguished on so many pareitt^luig occasions, 
and that his subsequent conduct was dictated by a pru* 
deuce the want of wl^chi has, in general, been ^lought 

VOL. v. M 
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reprehensibjle in a commander, From a review of the 
tiaval history of Britain we might, however, be almost 
f^d to conclude that the possession of this quality is not 
indispensably necessary, so numerous are the instances 
in which a disregard of its dictates has been crowned 
with the most glorious and complete success. 

We now proceed to a detail of remarkable actions 
fought by individual ships, beginning wilh such as took 
place nearest home:— 

On the lOtli of March, the Kilty, private ship of 
war, commanded by Mr. I'ho-mas Musgrave, fell in 
with a Spanish vessel of the same class, mounting 20 
guns, and manned with 170 men, and after an en- 
gagement of an hour and a half compelled her to strike^ 
1 he loss of the Kitty was, one man killed and two dan- 
<gerously wounded : that of the enemy is not slated. 
'* In justice to the ofiicers and ship's company," writes 
.Uie commander, in his letter to tlie secretary of the 
admiralty, " I must say their conduct deserves the 
approbation of their lordships, when you take into con- 
sideration, that not twenty of them ever saw a gun 
fired before, and not twice that number ever were at 
sea, before we left the Downs on the Jd instant. 

April S^th, the Watchful iind Gallant gun- vessels, 
attached to the squadron of observation oif Boulogne, 
received directions by signal from llear-admiral Doug- 
lasy to chace north-east, in which bearing, twenty-six 
of the enemy's schuyts imder Dutch colors were dis- 
covered endeavoring to round Cape Griznez from the 
eastward. Tlie two gun-brigs immediately made all 
sail, standing well in to cut them off. Lieutenant 
Shirley of the Gallant, closed with the enemy, and com- 
menced a well directed fire with round and grape shot 
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which threw them into great confusion ; hot having re-' 
ceived four shot between wind and water, he was obUg*- 
ed to haul to the wind on the starboard tack to stop the 
leaks which were gaining very fast, and was thus pre* 
Tented from capturing the chief part of the flotilla; 
The inner shore squadron was, however, soon in pur*- 
suit of them, and after an engagement of two hours 
succeeded rn cutting off seven schuyts, each having ott 
board 1 8 or 20 soldiers besides seamen and carrying 
io general one 24-pounder, and two 6-pounder8;' Oii 
board the English vessel employed in thb service, only 
one mftn was slightly wounded» — The following morn^ 
ing two more of the enemy's armed scfanyts were sent 
into the Downs by the Archer gun-brig. 

The Loire, Captain Frederic Maitland, cruizing to 
the westward of Ireland, fell in on the 21 st of June^ 
with the Vaillanty a formidable Freneh privateer ot 
Bourdeaux carrying 50 guns and 240 men» After a 
hard chace of twelve hours Captain Maitland had ap* 
proached nearly within gun-shot, when the Melampus^ 
and Brilliant hove in sight on the weather bow whicfr 
obliged the enemy to bear up and threw her into hi» 
hands about two hours sooner than she otherwise would 
have been. She was reckoned one of the most com* 
plete ships ever fltted out at Bourdeaux, M'as an excel- 
lent sailer, victualled and stored for a months' cruize and 
had taken the Lord diaries Spencer, Halifax packet. 

On the 10th of July, the Venus, Captain H. Matson^ 
discovered a sail and after a chace of six hours came 
up with and captured L'Hirondelle French privateer 
brig, belonging to Dunkirk, carrying \6 guns, two of 
which were thrown overboard during the chace, and 90 
meut This privateer had on a former cruize- taken 
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|k« Queen CWIotCe packet, after an actioa aftwi^ 
)iQur8^ and several oiber vessels^ 

On the 15th of the sanoe ^nth, Captain Stephen 
]Poyut9, ia the Melanopus, took, after a 4%ht skirmisbi, 
Ibe tiydra Spanish privateer of 28 guns, and l9Sf nien» 
tUree of whom were killed and several wounded. 

The Qoliatht Captain R. Ba/ton^ oix her passage t^* 
Ferro^, captured, on the inorning of the 11th of Au«- 
^ust, ^he Fremdi brig corvette Le Faunfe, of iff g\in8,, 
^khich h^ been chased for nine hovus by the CfmiUi^i, 
,Cf ptaii^ Tao^lor^ yihkh was in cot^ps^y^ (^ FfHint 
hsiA on board twentj-lwo mai^ jbelopging io the Bbin^h^ 
/Grigiaie which Ijiad baen taken b^ Sk small Fceocb s^qa^ 
drop in the West Io4iaii^ seas. On |he iffth qf t^ 
a^me mpnth ^he QoHath ha4 th/e iart^r goo^ foituae: 
to fall in with La TorcheV French Ha);i<>«al corvettey, ofk 
18 guns and 196 men>.. having on bosird 5^ ispre o^ 
the csew of the Btancbe^ who were thus ynjBxpectedljp 
j:eleased frgm captivity^ 

Oql the iOtk of August^ the Fh^nix of SS g^mSi C^fP^ 
lainT. Bak^i fell in wub.tb!e Didon«.a r«ma^fcably 
fine frigajte a^id oniaofthe fastest siEi^ilers in the Freo^li 
pe^yyt carrying 44 j^uoa aiPd S30 men* SJ^a bad leCt 
Corupna but a few da^. a^id was oa ai secret GCOWt. 
Qn the approach o{ thio Pbq^nix to leeward* her a«Ub^ 
gouist waited for her. TUio. confidence on the parto| 
ih^ ^nemy , proceeded (ronv the folio wiu£^ ciijcuinstaace.. 
A neutraj ship . had &;st spoken the Phceuix, andi 
'f),fterwai:d^ the Pidpn«. to whom sh^ conM^^unicated tho- 
in.t^Uigence thjEvt she had just spoke ikn English cor-i 
vette, 0^20 guns,, and^that the Didon might., by setting^ 
^1 the s^il she could, ovei:take her — The Dldon acr 
Qordipgly c vried ai pr^5§ of mK wbiQUsQo;jLb.»:oV4hX'^ 
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her alongside of the Phoenix, when she found her mis^ 
take. The action wjis gallantly fought, yard7arin to 
yard arm for three hours by the log — After the French* 
man's main and mizen- masts had gone over the side,, 
he grew desperate, and, as a last effort, ran his bowsprit 
over thetaffarelof the Phoenix, and attempted to board 
ber, — But though the French officers did ^very thing 
they could to encourage their men on board, the latter 
could not be prevailed upon. The Phoenix then board- 
ed the Frenchman in her turn, when the wnemy called 
for quarter, and struck their colors. Her foremaat fell 
over the side as soon as she struck. During the ac- 
tion, which was never beyond pistol shot, the ^^hoenix 
had all Iier ropes cut to pieces, her main-top-sail-yard 
shot away, and most of her masts and yards severely 
wounded. The necessity of her engaging to leeward 
in order to prevent the possibility of the enemy's 
escape, exposed Captain Baker to several raking, 
broadsides before he thought it prudent to return the 
the fire. The position of the two ships, during the last 
hour of th^ engagement^ subjected tiie Phoenix to a 
most galling fire of musketry, and cost the lives of 
many of her brave crew. In addition to her regular 
complement of seamen, the Didon is said to have had 
some sharp-bhooiers from the French army placed in 
ber tops and rigging. The loss of the Phoenix iathis ob- ' 
stinate conflict was 12 killed and 28 wounded; aniong 
the former were thc^ second lieutenant and the mas-* 

• 

ter's.mate, and among the latter a lieutenaiU of ti)a- 
rines and two midshipmeo. The loss of the enemy 
amounted to 27 killed, and 44 wounded. Tljc spirit 
and gallantry displayed in this action ie^^Q,\. vu\\\iv\% 

hoBur oa CapUim Baker and Vu^ )dT^N^ c\»nr> 
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subdued a vessel so superior in weight of metal and 
fiumber of men — the Phcenix being one of the lowest 
classof SSgjun frigates, and only about 800 tons bur-' 
den ; the Didon a 44 of the largest^ size,- and not less 
t&an 1400 tons; 

On the 1 itb of' September, the Amazon, cruizing:, 
on Stilly, fell in wiih and captured' the PHncipe de la 
Paz, a Spanish corvette privateer of^ 28"guns, witlP- 
166 men on boards principally FrencKi This ship 
Vas fitted out at Vigo ftve weeks before, andliad taken- 
the Prince of Wales packet fromLisbon,- and the liady* 
Nelson, letter of marque, from Virginia, bound to 
Glasgow. Partof the crew of the latter and a conside-»- 
rable Sinn in specie were found on board the privateer,, 
which was completely stored forTemaining two months- 
long(?r at sea. Her captain, Pran9ois Beck, an ex- 
perienced cruizer, commanded the French privateer. 
Le Braave, during thft last war, and greatly annoyed' 
the British trade. 

On the morning of the 2d 'of October, Captain Flem- 
ing, in the Egyptienne, having reconnoitred the^poiti 
of Rocbetbrt, perceived a brig. apparently ready for sea, 
and in a situation^ where he thought it practicable to 
bring her out. Lieutenant liandfield gallantly volttn-- - 
teered to conduct the enterp^ize^ and the £g>'ptieniie 
Mood off, till night should afford an opportunity to^ 
make the attempt. On Captain Flemii^g's return, the 
brig was perceived uiuler aH saiV, outside the port and - 
feU into his possession after a^hort chase. Site proved • 
to be L'Acteon, imperial brig, of 1 6 guns and 1 26 men, 
cc.nroanded by Mon& Depoge, capitaine de fregate,. 
^ad having on^hoaid a* colonel and some recruits, witb 
aad clothing for a le^xaKsX m4)^ ^{hft\ icMl\«&» 
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The following gallant action of Captain WeWy of the 
gun-brig Ferreter, attached to Admiral Russel's squa- 
dron cannot be better described than in his own words 
In a lettei^ to a Mend, datJed North Sea, October Sth,^ 
M05. 

•*"Last Sunday iiight was an evening of horror, glo* 
ry, joy, and* sorrow to .me. Just at dark two large 
French cutter brigs van alongside, one on each beam^ 
and with riiany opptobrious terms ordered me on 
board. 1 had but nine guns to their thirty-six, and 
nnis not prepared for such a rencontre. My courage 
and presence of mind stuck? to me; but with them it 
was only a word and a blow. I prepared to surrender, 
and in reply hailed the commodore to come on board 
me; his rejoinder was a broadside, which very near 
deprived one half of qs of oupexristence ; our jib*boom 
just cleared' his- taffiM'el whea I gave him our larboard 
gunsi They Loth wore and^kept up a well-directed 
fire unvil eight o'clock, by which time our quapiers. 
were well cleared, and we get the orape ready, detep- 
mined to sell ourselves as dearly as possible, as we had> 
not the least chance of escaping. At this moment I 
was under the necessity of sinking all- my papers, sig^ 
aals, instructions, &€. to cut away one anchor, heave 
•ne useless gun overboard, and clear the deaks of every 
incumbrance. Our main boom was shot away, a!& 
eur running riggingr some of the standing,. moSt &( 
the' sails shatt^ed ; one shot in the nnagazine,, one in 
my bed-place broke in* four pieces ; both brigs within 
pistol shot and coming still nearer, and no help nigh ;. 
hi this situation, wheiv I had bidden adieu to ali wovUA^ 
•ares, and sullenly resolved to «it^, vW «ii«ck>)v ^ 
. jirf great aBtooMmenU- haokd \m ^nvm\v eKvdr 
Amd 119; ibis was a glorious chauce \ % ^^xaow "w^a^ ^ 
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ministered to our brave fellows, and we then only wish* 
cd to be able to catch them ; but it would have been 
madneiss ; we had enough to do to get ourselves into 
sailing condition. I saw no more of them. Next 
morning I stood for Yarmouth, in hopes of meeting a 
comrade — I borrowed two tons of water from the Roe- 
buck, and sailed the next hour in quest of them. *On« 
- shot gave me a terrible head-ach, but thank God, ex- 
cept a couple of scratdies, I escaped ; such an escape^ 
perhaps never occurred ; every soul on board bad 
compounded for a French prison, when I gave the or- 
ders " to wear." The P'reuehman had no idea of my 
resisting, or he would have boarded usr when we wore ; 
I suppose he had at least 300 to our 40— Rale BritaDr 
mia — I hope lo meet them daily not nightly." 
' At day-break, on the J 3th of October, the Iris,Ca[w 
tain Lavie, being off Les Roches Bonnes, two sail were 
discovered steering towsM'ds Bourdeaux. It was soon 
ascertained that one*Svas a schooner armed vessel, an4 
the other a merchant ship, her prize,, .which last Cap- 
tain Lavie was fortunate enough to intercept. The 
same night a ship opened her fire upon the Iris and 
did not surrender until she had received several broad<- 
sides. Slie proved to be the St. Pedro, Spanish cor« 
vette privateer, of 16 guns, with 1 50 men on board 
when she sailed, but part of whom had been distributed 
among five vessels which she had captured, I'he Iris 
had one D^au killed^ and tlie enemy two lulled and four 
youndtd» 

On ihe 2*th of December, La lx)ire, Captain F. L. 

Maitland, and L'Eg}'piienne, Lieutenant P. C. Hand" 

field, commandmg m the absence of Captain Flemings 

cruising off JlocJaefort, leil m Vivvii^ \bi if c^u^U fri^ie 
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Ia Libre of 4(VguD8y and a cpnipleinent of ^S9 incft. 
Slie submitted after mi obstinate defence of half ari 
iiour, having 20 men killed and wounded ; and receivid 
so much damage that all her thasts weni -overbpani 
Aooti after the action. She sailed from Flushing on 
the ]4tb of November, in con^pany w>|h aaotber 
f rench frigate of 46 guns, from whi£b she parted in a 
gale of wind on the coast of Scotland. L'£gyptienD^ 
had eight seameA wounded. . 

Th^ most remarkabk faf^val oceurrences that took 
l^fKre if/L t}ike Mediterr^Aeaa in U>e frousie of this ;ear 
h^ve ^.Iready beepi feoorcWdt. biojt we have still to iM>Uce 
4he detero^ji^ed reaislaiice of Captaia Vinceni of ihfi^ 
Jlrrow aloop,^ of^SS^j^ujaa and 13^ .tt^% ao4 the Acho- 
,ioB boQU>> c^ryi^ ii^ht |^uus» aad coKifliiand^d bgr 
jpi(k{)taio Fai^h^i> pg^nst a very superior f reiicl] fprcfv 
.Tbese brave /p$e€^s sailed on the 4tb 9f January fro9» 
.MaJUthaviag under coi^voy 34 sail (pr £oglaiid« Tbef 
i^ proceeded within a few ditys of OibriaUiar^ whaf& 
/oo the iDoming of ^ 3d of F^r^ary two stfai^fri* 
l^atea were observcid^ ffiilh ^U ml «ol» oi^ Ae w^thei»« 
;qi2arter« The. private ligeal w^ naadey but wot \)eitif^ 
,^nsw^ed» jibe Arrow aod Ach^ro^i tacked and stood 
j|owar4s theou They wc»re 9pw A)i0ar enough tip discOf» 
jrer tim the straogera had %ht appearance of being twfk 
^rge Freneh ffigates, oa wbi.ch theeigoal was made to 
|be convoy for an eQ^my» and to make a^I possible 
jfail to the appointed rtodesvoMS. The frigates were 
^w crowding 9ail in chas« of tb« ftriti^hr vesselsr which«. 
ifbwever^as the wiud was yciiKy light and variable rather 
gaimed upon them. The ^ips were cleaned for actioiL 
and at half past tDUVy th^ Acbeton having joined the 
Arrowj^ Caf tm Far^ac weot oa bo^r AQ«t agreMi, 
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with Captain Viixent to rpake sail, and to keep in the 
rear of the convoy for their protection. All hands- 
were kept at quarters during the night. At four in the 
morning the frigates came close alongside. The Arrow 
' hailed the headmost ship then passing under her lee r 
being in close order she soon came abi*east of the 
Acheron. Being hailed by Captain Parquhar, who 
enquired wlmt ship she was, she immediately gave him 
a broadside of round and grape, which did eontidera>» 
ble damage to the tails and rigging of the Acheroa 
without killing or wounding atay of her crew» Tfaia 
Aciieroti returned the enemy's fire, then hove about^ 
and gave him the guns from the other i(fde and kept 
up the fire while her shot- would reach hkii. The Ar^ 
low then bore up to the assistance of her consort and 
raked the enemy* About half past fiye the second fri- 
gate passed the Arrow without firing r a littfe after^ 
wards $he appeared as if intending to wtar, and h%v» 
ing her stern towards the Aclieron, Captain Fafquhar 
gave her two rounds from his larboard guns, on which, 
she hauled her wind and stoo# towards the other frir 
gate. The long wished for diiy-light at length appear- 
ed when it was perceived that the eacmy had French 
colors fiying, and that -one oP the frigates bore a com* 
BKidore's pendant. At six they tacked and stood to-^ 
wards the British vessels. At seven the aetioni began 
with great spirit on both- sides ^ the headmost frigate 
being ckbreast of the Arrow and within half musket shol 
fired a broadside, which was immt^diately returned; 
She then ranged up to the Aclieron and poured a broad'* 
•ide into her, on which Captain Farqubar commenced 
an action which he continued till the commodore, hav« 
ipg engaged the Arrow in passing, came up and fired 
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onto bim. The commaDder of the Acheron, undaunted 
by this fearful odds, now tumed his fire upon this new 
aggressor, until he came up with the Arrow who had 
put her helm arweatber, and was now rakiug her. He 
then hauled his wind to clear the Arrow which ap« 
peared to be wearing, and again directed his fire on the 
commodore's ship. In this manner the action was 
continued with a djcgree of judgment, intrepidity and 
obstinacy ahatj-eflected the highest honor on the British 
captaiqs til) half past eight. Overpowered by such 
^superior force, Captain Vincent found himself under 
the necessity of striking his colors to the Incorruptible 
mounting 44 eighteen-pounders and carrying upwards 
jof 600 n>en; but not until 13 of his bra;ve crew were 
killed and 27 wounded;, the masts, yards, sails, Topes, 
and rigging were cut all to f>ieces and many of the guns 
disabled, so that the slrip was a complete wreck float- 
iogjike a log on the water towards the conclusion of 
1 the action. Captain Farquhar^ with the greatest ^rief 
s^w the Arrow obliged to, strike 4 and his own ship be* 
ing much disabled in masts, sails and rigging, and par-t 
of her stern-post carried away, Jse^onsid§red that far- 
ther resistance on his par4; pould be productive of no 
ibdvantage. Unwilling therefore to sacrifice the lives 
of men who had given him the highest proof of their 
courage, he determined to make what sail he could 
with little hopes of saving the ship, but with a view to 
prolong the time of his being captur-ed and to afford 
the convoy a better opportunity of escaping. The su- 
periority of the «uemy in sailing i^endered the chase 
of short durati6n.; at nine, having received onel>road- 
s^le and part of, another, and the enemy being si^xy 
near, he was obliged to surrender the little Acheron to 
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the Frendi frigate L'Hortense of 44 guns, commande<i 
by Mods, de la Marre La Mellerie, who finding her 
much disabled, set ber on fire, as soon as the officers 
atxl ship's company were removed. Neither of these 
hard-earned trophies was destined to bear the enemy's 
flag. About three hours after they had taken posses- 
sion of Che Arrow, it was found that^she was sinking 
fast, as ^she bad upwards of thirty sbot^holes under 
If ater. In spite of all the efforts made both by the 
French and by her crew, she sunk about one in the' 
afternoon, with three unfortunate wounded men wbcr 
could not possibly be taken out. To aggravate the mis* 
fortunes of the gallant crew, they saved nothing but 
the clothes they had on. The Incorruptible having 
taken and burned two of the convoy, a transport and 
a merchant brig, then proceeded with her pnsoners tm 
Carthagena, and the crew of the Acheron were landed 
by L'Hortense at Malaga. Captain Vincent was after^ 
wards presented by the committee of the Patriotio 
Fund with a sword valued at one hundred guinea^ 
for his conduct on this occasion. 

We shall now turn to the North American statioo 
where Sir Andrew Mitchell commanded at Halifax* 
Here a most gallant action was fought by Sir Reibert. 
Laurie in the Cleopatra of 32 guns. The official ac-» 
count of it transmitted by that officer to the com« 
mander in chief was as follows : 

** On Saturday tl)e l6th oi February, in lat. 28 deg» 
N*, long. 67 deg. W*, at ten A. M., saw a ship in the 
S. £. standing to the £. N. C. the wind at N. W,; 
made sail towards her ; at eleven perceived tlie chase 
to be a large frigate, with fifteen ports of a side on tli« 
main deck ; cleared ship for action^ and hoisted Aiue- 
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rican colors, to induce him to bring to for us; but in- 
stead of which he naade more sail ; tlie weather squally ; 
made and shortened sail occasionally ; carried away 
several studding-sail-yard*, and the fore-top-mast 
Btud<Jing-sail-boom, shifted over the starboard one, and 
set the reefed lower studding sail; a good deal of 
swell ; the chase apparently steering so as to keep the 
studding sails drawing full : and that at day-light on 
the 1 7 tb, was about four miles ahead; fresh breezes 
and swell as before. At half past ten he took in his 
studding sails, and haujed more up ; when we got 
within three ijuarters of a mile, took in ours also. 'At 
half-past eleven he hauled his main-sail up, and kept 
'more to the wind ; upoitour steering so close with him 
upon his quarter lie again set it and stay-sails, trying 
to gain the wind of us, (upon which point of sailing 
he had the advantage) ; we made all sail, the chase 
having some time before hoisted French colors and we 
ours. 

" On his seeming to draw a-head from us, at the dis- 
tance of about half gun-shot, 'fired our bow chasers 
wliich he returned occasionally from liis stern. 

*'• His guns appearing so well directed, and of heavy 
metal, atid to prevent being raked by them, I was 
obliged to steer so as to keep on his quarter, though 
prolonging the chase* Latitude, jit noon^ S9 deg; 24 
min. N. long. 64^ deg. 20 min, W. At half past two 
P. M, having got within a cable's length from ibe ene- 
my, he luffed close to the wind, and gave us two 
broadsides, which, when at less than half a cable's 
distance, we returned, iind a warm action commenced* 
both ships trimming sails, steering sometimes close to 
the wind, and at others about three points free, duriti^^ 

VOL.V. N 
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•which we had considerably the advantage. .About fi«^r«e, 
liaving shot away his main-top-sai4-yaTd, we forged 
a-head, although the mizeu-top-sail was squared, and 
l)oth jib, stay, and haulyards gone, finding neither 
rfbre nor main clue-garnets left to haul the courses- up, 
our running rigging cut to pieces, so as to render it im- 
possible to either shortea or back a sail, and both 
main and spring slays shot away, the maiu-njast only 
supported by the storm-stay-^ail stay, I was induced 
to cross his bow, and, by hauling up, to have raked 
diim, in preference to exposing our stern to the fire of 
twenty-five pieces of cannon, from his broadside; but 
in the act of which an unfortunate sliot struck the 
wheel, the broken spokes were jimmied against the 
•deck, so as to render it immoveable,* as well us the 
rudder, which, at the same time, was choaked in the 
end by splinters, pistols, &cc. placed near it. Our 
opponent, availing himself of our ungovernable situa- 
tion, with the wind ui)pn his quarter, gave us the stern^ " 
nmning his head aiid bowsprit over our quarter-deck, 
jjiist abaft the main rigging ; aiid, under the cover of a 
very heavy fire from muskets and mnsketoons, at- 
tempted to board us, but was driven bacic ; we ex- 
changed a few musketry with them ; but their great 
advantage iai height and suj^eriority of imml>erSj as 
well as by their musketoons from the tops, cleared our 
decks and in at our ports. The oiily two guns we 
<;ould 'ring to btar, bemg fired from within board, did 
tbeujlittlf nijury, tl)e bhot passujg through their lower 
jdtx'k- Most of oiir bails lynig a-ohiver, or partly 
ji-back, iUiJCt borne down by so heavy a ship (having 
been mlcnded for a 74) goiuj^ aUnost before th^ wind, 
Aiid uiacii bCd running, uj^pcaiiug to cut us asunder at 
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every send, 1 saw no prospect of saving the sbip, or 
the lives of the nuilierous wounded that then were be- 
low. On the suggestiod of the first lieutenant we al-- 
templed to hoist the fore-top-mast-stay-sail ; ai\d I di- 
rected the sprit-sail top-sail to be set aho; but, in the ^ 
execution of wliich orders, every m^n was knocked 
down by their musketry and other smaH shot, as they 
made their appearance. At a quarter past five th^y 
succeeded in boarding, and I was compelled to surrender 
to the French frigate la Ville de Milan, of 46 gun^^ 
French eighteen pounders on the main deck, and eights 
©n the quarter-deck and forecastle ; 350 men^ besides 
several officers and passengers : coramanded by Mons» 
Reynaud, Capitaine de Vaisseaur and Mons« Gillet, 
Capitaine de Fregate; the former was killed, and the 
latter badly wounded in the action ; and immediately 
afterwards the Cleopatra became a perfect wreck, not 
a spar standing but the raizen.mast, the bowsprit and 
other mas'ts gone by the boards and I fully expected 
she would heve foundered' before both ships could get 
clear of each other. I trust it will be found that every 
exertion was made to bring a ship of so superior » 
force into actionj and in maintaining it. La Ville 
de Milan is nearly double our size and. force, being a 
new ship of about 1^00 tons burden, and having almost 
twice our number of men on board, as we only muster- 
ed at quarters 1<)9, being 10 short of complement, and 
that from the strength of the ship's company in able 
seamen, there were several on the sick list — More gal- 
lantry and bravery could not have been displayed than 
by Ajoth oflicers and men of so young a ship's company, 
many being under twenty jears of age, and only three 
marines who had joined that corps, more than two 

K 2 
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weeks before tbey embarked. I bav6 no hesitation in 
saying, that bad not the above unlucky accident oc- 
curred, she niust have struck to us, as the next morn- 
^ ' ing, ^her fore-mast and bowsprit were the onlj mast 
standing, much cut in the hull, and I counted 11 shot 
in the wreck of her main-mast; that our 12-pounders 
could not do that justice too from its size, nor the thicks 
ness of her sides, that )vas so well intended.*' 

The loss of ti^e Cleopatra amounted to 20 killed^, 
and 38 wounded, of whom two died soon after the ac- 
tion. 

Fortunately,, however, the Ville de Milan, with her 
pi:ize, fell in a few days afterwards with the Leander 
of 50 guns, commanded by Captain, Tfilbo.t, who was. 
cruizicg according to the orders he had reirfeived from. 
Sir Andrew Mitchell. From ihe disabled state of the 
Ville de Milan and her prize, they both fell an eatfE^ 
conquest to the Leander. The following is the accounl^< 
of this affair, as given by Captain Talbot : — ^ 

On Saturday the 2Sd of February, at twelve o'clock' 
at noon, a sail was seen from the n^ast-head, bearing, 
south of us ; the weather at this time was hazy, with 
squalls of wind from the northward. All sail was im- 
mediately made ifK chase ; the weather becoming still 
inore hazy, in a few moniients we lost sight of the 
chase ; at half-past two o'clock it cleared awa^ a little 
'to the southward, and we again got sight of her. I 
found that we had considerably neared the chase, and 
that it was a large ship under jury-ipasts, standing^ 
to the south-east. At three o'clock we saw another: 
ship a short distance frcm, the chase, steering the same 
•course, also under jury-masts, in appearance a much, 
larger vessieU Alg we closed, them viery fast^ we sooit 
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clearly saw they Were both frigates ; on their making 
usout to be a man of war, they closed to support each 
othftri fired a gun to leeward, and hoisted French en* 
signs from their main-stays ; at four o'clock we were 
within: gun-shot of them, they separated, the frigate 
nearest to us put before the wind, the other steered 
with it on her larboard quarter. By half-past four 
o'clock w^ got within musket shot of the smallest fri- 
gate, gavcfherone of the main-deck guns; when, after 
a few minutes liesitatian, she. hauled down h^r colore, 
and hove to." 

** On my hailing this frigate, I am- sorry to tell you,. 
Srr,.lhat I was informed by them she was his Majesty's 
ship Cleopatra, of 32 guns, lately commanded by Sir 
Robert Lawrir, bart. She was taken on Sunday the 17th 
©f February, after having been brought to and sustained 
a most severe and gallant action for the space of three 
hours and a quarter, by a French frigate nearly dou- 
ble her force, in size,^ in complement of men, and.** 
weight of metal. 

Observing that the part of the crew left on board her 
belongujg toMiis Majesty's ship Cleopatra, had come 
on deck, and taken possession of her on the ship strik- 
ing to us, I hailed, ordered them to make saif, and 
steer after his Majesty's ship Leander. Again niad«- 
sail in chase, and in about an hour's time got along- 
side the French frigate; she hauled down her colors,, 
and struck to us without a gunhe'mg fired on either 
side. 

' " On hailing the French frigate, you, Sir, may easily 
judge how happy I must have felt, on htaring 1 was 
answered by my friend Sir l^oberLLawrie, who told 
txis he was well; and that the fthip vi^i^ W\'^<^ <i<(i» 
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diately manned under the direction of Lieutenant Pi- 
got, who proceeding hhnself in the launch with the ut- 
most gallantry boarded and took the Spanish privateer 
schooner Maria, of 1 4- guns and 60 men. The barge 
instantly fpllowed, and the vessel was carried, notwitti- 
standing every resistance was made by her crew. la 
this business t^^o of the Cambrian's men were killed 
and two wounded. The same ship captured on the 
3d of July, the French privateer schooner Matilda, af- 
ter a chase of twentv-two hours. She mounted '26 
guns, carried 95 men, and had taken the English let-^ 
ter of marque, the Clyde, bound to Liverpool. She 
. surrendered in very shoal water, and but for the exer- 
tions of Lieutenant Pigot with one of the boatsj every 
soul in her would have been lost. The commaiid of 
this vessel was given to the brave lieutenant who bad 
" taken her ; and Captain Beresford having received in 
f&rmation that there were two Spanish ships and a. 
schooner in the river St. Mai'y^s, sent him thither in 
the prize to bring them away. Me got oft' the harbor 
on the 6*th, and on the 7lh proceeded with the schooner 
12 miles up a narrow river, through a continual fire 
of the militia and riflemen,, until he got within shot of 
a ship, brig, and schooner, Jashod in a line across the 
river, lie engaged them for an hour; the schooner 
grounded ; on which, he had recourse to his boats ;. 
andj after an obstinate resistance, carried the ship 
with her guns, obliged the men to quit tlie brig and 
schooner, and took possession of all. He then turned, 
his fire on the militia, about 100 in number, with a 
field-piece, ar*d completely roujted them. In this dar- 
ing enterprize. Lieutenant Pigot received two wounds 
in the head by musket balls, and one in the leg« 

4 
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Lieutenant ^iasterman, of the marines, who most ably 
-seconded all Mr. Pigot's views, escaped unhurt, to the 
wonder of all, though his cloaths were shot through and 
through. This ^^ist^ gallant conduct was observed by 
some hutxdreds of Americans, from the opposite side 
of ihe^river^ who expressed their astonishment. Mr. 
-Pigot never quitted the deck for nearly three weeks, ex- 
cept to ge,t his wbunds dressed, which iiaspired the rcMbt ; 

tlie wi^^d was adverse for that timje; and the entmy 

• 

never attempted to attack him. I'he ship proved to 
be the Golden Gro\e, and the bvig the Ceres of Lon- 
don, Ukeu by the schooner, 9 S^^anish privateer, of 
&ix gUB«> and 70 men, two months before. The ene- 
'my b^ armed the sbi^ with eight six-pounders, six 
swivels, aad 50 men ; tlie brig was defended by swivels 
andsmaJl aruis^ 

lo this galliot-adventure one English aeaman and 
oae marine nere kiUed^aod i4 persons wese wounded^ 
inclidditig Lieutenant Pigot, Mr. Lawson, master's 
matexftnd Mr. Mitchell, midshipman, the •youngeist 
8on, of \\yt brave admiral of that name. On the part 
of the Spaniards there were SO Jtilled and 22 wounded. 

In the West Indies uumerous instances of the gal- 
lantry characteristic of British seamen, were dis- 
played in actions between single ^hips : — On the %\\v 
of February, Captain Bettes worth, of the brig Curieux,» 
of J 6 guns, being about 20 leagues westward ofBar- 
badoes, perqeived a large brig on his lee-bow. She 
immediately bore up, and made all sail away; but 
^fter a chuse of twelve hours, during which, she tried 
every point of sailing to escape, the Curieux arrived 
within point-blank shot ; on which she took in her 
studding sails, brought to 00 the starboard tack, .hoisted. 
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French colors, and commenced a very brisl^ and Bea- 
vy fire of great guns and small arms. The CxirieuJt 
being now \vithi« pistol shot, ranged" nnder the eneiny'* 
weather quarter, and discharged hef great guns. The 
action continued with great obstinacy, on botli sides 
for about 40 minutes, when the enemy getting on Cap— " 
tain Bettcsworih's weather-quarter, he conceived, from 
their having in a great measure left their guns, and 
giving three cheers, that they inlended^ta boawi. His 
spirited antagonist was then steering for hrsleewafd 
quarter, when, he put his helm to starboard and caught 
her jib-boom, betweeH the aftep fore shroud and fore- 
mast of the Curieux. hi tbi^ situation she remained 
till her decks were completely cleared > when, at the 
moment the British seamen were going to take poss^fe- 
sion the vessels parted and the fore-top-mast of the 
enemy went overboard. They however continued for 
a short time to fire with musketry and 'then hauled > 
down their colors. The prize proved to be La Dame 
Ernouf of l6 long French sixes and 120 men> a- very 
£Eist sailer, coppered and remarkably well found; but 
though she carried the same number of guns, and of the 
same calibre as the Curieux, she was not so large as that 
vessel. The loss of the enemy who refused to strike 
while there was a man on his decks-was 30 killed and 41}:v*< 
wounded. The Curieux had five kiHed and four, includ- 
ing the captaui, wounded. Among the former was Mr. 
Maddocks, the purser, who, as the first lieutenant was 
left behind,. on leave, from the hurry of sailing, volun- 
teered his services and was killed gallantly fighting at the 
head of the small-armed men. *' 1 cannot help stating, 
says his captain, as a tribute to the memory of so wor- 
Iby a young man, that in him the service has lost^a^ 
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good officer, aiid every body that knew lum, ii valnable 
friend and comf>an:on/'— In trausiinitting to the Ad- 
tniralty the account of this obstinate action, Sir Sa- 
nsiuel Hood, the commander-in-chief at the Leeward 
Islands, bears tliis testimony to the n>erits of the brave 
captain of the Curieux. " lodeed, I want words to 
-express the gallantry and spirit of this officer, who so 
lately received three wounds in capturing the sloop he 
now commands, and has again a severe wound by a 
musket-ball in the head ; and 1 trust will merit the 
notice of tlie Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
as an emulative and promising ofHcer, that has gained 
€very step by his zeal and courage." 

The very gallant defence of the Windsor Castle 
fiacket commanded by Captain Sutton, on her passage 
from Falmouth to Barbadoes, where she arrived about 
the middle of March is worthy of notice. .She fell in, 
to windward of the Island, with a large French priva- 
teer brig, carrying 20 guns, twelve .and nine-pounders, 
and 175 men. She came down under the ke-bow of 
the Windsor Castle, when she tacked ship, wilh Spa- 
nish colors flying, but soon after hoisted French, and 
fiied a broadside. The packet continued her course, 
making use of her small arms only, as she could not brir.g 
any of htr great guns to bear on the privateer. She then 
"ranged up close under the Windsor Castle's quarter, 
and twice attempted to board, but was repulsed with 
the loss of several of her crew. At length the packet 
liad the good fortune to get two of her guns, wilh 
round and cannister, to bear on the brig, and carried 
away her bowsprit and main-tup-mast, when she 
dropped astern, to repair her damage, which nuibt 
have l^een ^reat. The defence of the packet which 
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maintained a runinng fight of four hours, reflects tlie 
highest honor on Captain Sutton and her brave crew* 
'One of her men was killed and three passengers and- 
six seamen were wounded. The merchants of Barba- 
does voted Captain Sutton a . piece of plate of the va- 
lue of 150 guineas for the preservation of the mails 
committed to his charge. 

On thfe 3(1 of April, the Bacchante of 20 guns, coni- 
manded by Captain Dashwood, captured off the Ha- 
vannah, his Catholic Majesty's schooner la Elizabeth, 
of ten guns atid forty-seN'cn men, commanded by Don 
Josef Fer Foxeyron — She was charged with dispatches 
from the governor of Pensacola . which were. tHjrown 
overboard previous to her surrender. Having receiv- 
ed information that there were three French privateers 
in the harbor of Mariel (a small convenient port,* tf 
little to the westward of the Havannah) whitffa had 
annoyed most considerably, the British trade passing 
through the Gu'ph, Captain Uashwood determined, 
if possible, to rout this band of pirates, vi'hich plundered 
and ill treated the crew of every vt-ssel thev met with> 
particularly the Americans. Lieutenants Oliver and 
and Campbell having, in a most handsome maimer, 
volunteered their services on this hazardous occasion, 
Ihoy were dispatched on the evening of the 5tb, in 
two boats. As it was absolutely necessary to gain 
possession of a round tower near forty feet high, on the 
top of which were planted three long twenty-four 
pounders, with loop holes round its circuhiference for 
musketry, and manned with a captain and thirty sol- . 
diers, Captijin Dabhwood gave directions to attack and" 
carry the fort previous to their entering the harbor, so 
as to enable them to secure a safti retreat. Lieutenant 



^livery the senior officer^ being b\ the hetfditu^Bt boiilk 
i^tidiag himself discovered, and that not a mofiteDt w«i 
to be lost at such a critical |)enocK most nobly ^vihc^ 
^ wkhotttwttting'fer ^is fi^eiMl, laaiaed inthefaoei anfl 
in-o(>posttioa to a most tremeiidous &r&, witiKMit c«nde^ 
sceading to return the sahitatioa> mounted the fort bj^ 
«.ladder» which he h^ previously ph)vi(ie4/ imd <ait>- 
ly carried it by a coup-de-imaia tntb tMiteen^'tt^ 
ieaving a i^idabipmaii, with three oit'hersy to foard the 
boat, with: an accident taonly one brave maa (George 
«\Hi8Di%) wovnidedy vriio wa« uofortuaatelyshot through 
the body before the boat totidied the gibond* The 
QDeny Jbad two-kiUed and three wt»unded.*-^Lieiitenaiit 
Oliver^ leaving derj^aiit Denslow, of the marines^ witk 
01 X nien to gucrrd the fort, and having been r^oinM 'by 
Lieutemmt Campbeil^ dashed on to attack the priva- 
teers^ but'^ 'their gneat mortificatton, these gallatit 
oflficers feu nd that tiiey had sailed tbeday pi«viou)3 on 
ac!>raii« ; they^were thei^fore obliged to be contented 
with taking possession of two schooners, laden witk 
sugar which they iiYost gallantly brought away from 
vilongside a wharf, in sprite of repeated diiiekargDS of 
imuskett^ froi^ tlie troops and militia which poured 
lAcKvn in ^Kimbers from the surronhding countfy^««- 
1* I should wDt," says Captain Dashwood, in/hrs narnt« 
tke of this affair, ** have been thus partitul^ in re» 
countrng a circumstance, which was not a-t^eod^d witii 
ttltltnaCe success, were it not to mark my admiration 
^f-tbe^ficAjle conduct of Lieutenant Oliver in so gallant^ 
ly attacking and carrrying a fort which, witij the men 
it containedi o^ught to have -maintained its ^position 
flgainst fifty times the nember that were opfKHKid : 
but nothing could withstfthd the prompt and tsanljf 
vot.'v, o 



^4/6 ^ut -wtLtrisn trident: 

atep9 taken by that officer and his gallant crew on ibis 
occasion/' 

The Chesterfield packet. Captain Blight, which left 
' 'Falmouth on the >4th of June, for Jamaica, had ar<- 
j'i^ed off the east end of that island, from which, on the 
morning of the 2Jstof July, she was not more than 
4hree leagues distant, when she fell in with a strange 
«hip, that soon hoisted Spanish colors, and approached 
ti&Bir enough to gall her considerably with her two long 
twelve-pounders'. The boarding nets of the Chester- 
£eld were imihediately got up, two of her four pounders 
were placed aft, and the crew were all in high spirits 
ior a brush at the Dons, though their decks swarmed 
with men. The stern-chasers did great execution and 
the. /Chesterfield maintained a running fight till one 
P. M» when the little wind there was died "^away and 
she was quite becalmed. The enemy now took ad-^ 
vantage of their long sweeps, and coming alongside, 
made three very vigorous efforts to board, but were 
as often repulsed with great slaughter; and their cap- 
tain was wounded in several places. They now dropped 
iTstern and raked the Chesterfield dreadfully. Captain 
Blight, however, continued the conflict with the ut* 
most obstinacy till he was himself badly wounded and 
bis mate mortally, his ammunition expended, eve&^ 
that for the small arms, his rigging, masts' and yards 
cut to pieces. In this situation he found himself ooni- 
pelled to strike but in thfs some difficulty occurred as 
the colors bad been tacked above the mizen-top by. 
.one of the passengers, who behaved, during the action, 
with the coolest and most determined intrepidity. One 
of them, Mr.' Thomson, a student of Christ Church 
College, who never quitted the deck during the whola 
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contest, jvas severely wounded in the act of carrying 
the mate to the hatchway. 

An action, not surpasised by any that has occurred 
during' th^ present war, was fought by Captain Zacha*- 
ry Mudge, -in the Blanche frigate of 36 guns.— At 
eight in the morning of the 19th of July, being in lat. 
20 deg. 20 min. nortli," long. 66 deg. 44 min. west, the 
Blanche fell in with a division of the enemy consisting 
©f the followi>ig ships : — -*• ^ 

La Topaze of. • 44 guns 410 meur 

Le Departementdes Landes 22 guns 236 mpn. 

La Torche -r^.., 18 guns 2 13 men. 

Le Faune b... .•••••..... 1 6 guns 123 men. 

These vesselis were at^ first discovered under easy 
Sail from the weather- cat-he^d of the Blanche, which' 
liadtjnly ,515 nun, 30 <jf her eomv^cmwu ' being inp 
prikos, and eight Mt on board one of the frigates ui Ja-^ 
maicftf Captain Mudge kept to the wind till he was 
near enough to distinguish colors and then made the 
necessary signals to ascertain whether they were ene- 
• naies. At ten, when a-breast, about three miles dis« 
tant, they all bore up» and hoisted English ensigns ; bi^t 
from the make>of the Union, and color of the bunting,^ 
with other eircumstances, he concluded they were 
French, and therefore determined to sell the ship a» 
dearly as possible, (for sailing was out of the question, 
il)e Blanc^e^ having little or no copper on, the last 
nine months, and. sailed very heavy). Having brought' 
%&f with the main-sails in the brails, at eleven the com- 
modore ranged up within two cables length, shifted his 
colors apd fired a broadside, which was returned by 
ti)e Blanche. When within pistol-ahoi, the action be- 
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caow warm and steady, the ships i;i^ver wlthput hoit ot\ 
each other, Eunning lapge^' under easy sail,. Le Depart^ 
ipisniides La^d^is on the starboard quarter, .ami the ^^o 
^orvetfes close a-stern. At 4^ minuiee past elevea the, 
9iaoche became uRgoveniaJ^le, and was redi»ced. to a. 
perfect wreck: ;- the sails totally destroyed, tea shot in 
tjbe fore-mast (expeetiog it to fall every mioute) the 
iliain-Qia^t at^d. rigging cut to pieces^ seven gans dis-^ 
counted, and the crew reduced to 1 90, and the rcs\ 
falling fast, with no probability of escapa In this si-- 
luation. Captain Mudge, cali6d a council of oOicera 
for tleir opinion, who deemed it ot>Iy sacrificing the 
lives of the remainder of as brave a crew as ever 
£^ght,. to hold out longer^ ^ there was not the smal^ 
lest prospect pf success; he thereibrei at twelve^ order* 
^d thQ colors to be 8truck,.aiid was immediately hiu?^ 
rjed on board th$ commodore. At six the ofiicecB wha 
&ad charge of tbeBlancbe^ returned, and report^ ti^ 
^ip to be sinking fast, on< which slie was fired;, andim 
about an kpar after, she sunk» kar theosa^adine liaA 
Ibeen some time lender wajier. Thus fell tl^ Blaache^. 
. ^ but,'' as her biave captain emphaticaUy observes^; 
^ thank God, she was oat destined to bear- French, ca-. 
lors, or to a^ist the fleet ol 'the enetny.'*''^ Consider- 
ing the obstinate defence of the brave crew of tba 
l^lanche against a verj^ superior force, her loss was bu| 
small, being S men killed and 15 wouaded. Inthe- 
j^umberof hand^.on board at the commencement o£ 
^e action, were included 17 boys, and. t4i meoi werei! 
on, t,he sick list. Two of the French ships which assist-^ 
ed iu the capture of the Blanehe, fell, not long aftec-^ 
wards, as we have seen, into the hands of the Britisb 
cnu;%ers.r—— Captain, Mudge^. oa \m. I'^tum ta. l^ng* 
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laM/w£(fl[ tried, according to custom, for the loss of 
dfbisBhi^; and of course honorably acquitted. Oh . 
his sword being presented to him, the president made 
th^ following speech : -i — 

**, I feel the greatest satisfaction and pleasure in the 

discharge of this part of my duty, having tO convey tO 

you the' just sentiments which the members pf tBis 

court enlertain of your very able and gallant conduct 

in the defence made by you of his Majesty's late, ship 

Blanche, against a "very superior force of thti enemy's, 

$hips ; and likewise of the spirited support afrorded 

you by the officers of every description, as well as the 

seamen and royal marines under your command, in 

the discharge of. their duty: and which reflects upon 

you and them, on that occasion, the highest degree of^ 

merit and approbation. 

** JOHN SUTTON, 

" President of the Court Martial." 
^'Salvador del MundOf Plymouth^ 
** Utk October y lS05.f 

Weh'av^ already adverted, at the commencement 
of this volume, to the capture of the Diamond jRock. 
Tiie particulars of that event, so highly honorable to 
the gallant Captain Maurice and his brave little gar- 
rison of about 100 seamen, are deserving of a more 
circumstantial statement. . This cannot be done better 
than by inserting the official letters transmitted by that. 
officer to Lord Nekon and .Admiral Cochrane^. 

. *< BarbadoeSf June 6ih 1805. 
"my lorb^, 
** It is with ipl0 greatest' sorrow I have to inform 
you of the: loss of the* Diamond Rock^ uiwiks xc^"} V^'Qn?^ 

o3 " ^ 
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xitanil, Whicil wa£ oUi^ to MiJ^eodeiy es tiK^Sdinii,: 
aii^T throe dny* attack fK>m a^ 9qua«b?OR Qf two eailiOfr 
Ibfiliae^ bae frigatie»,«nc brig, a schooner; elevtm gua* 
boats^ and from, the nearest cakulanki^A 1500 troopi^ 
The want of ammuBition^and water was tbe sole occa- 

^ sion of' Its unfortunate loss. AUhougli 1 sball never 
cease to regret tbe accident, yet it is some coiisoIatioit< 
to think so many valuable lives- sure saved to his Ma- 
jesty'S' serviee, Baying, only two killed and one wound-* 
ed* The eiatemy^ fxom the nearest account I ha^k-e been 
Mp to obtain, lost on shore 30 ^killed and-twounded, 
Midependcnt'of the ships and boats :. they alsa lost 

^ three gun-boats and two rowing'boats. Allow me to 
speak in the highest terms of tbe officers- and men un- 
der my- command \ &^^ ^ trust whei> the court-martial 
shall have takez^' place, that their Imrdships, fatigue,, 
and gallantry will mecit your lordship's appiroba- 
tMMH having been l^ days under arms, and some of' 
t)mm obliged to drink their own water. I bi&g leave 
to enclose the articles of capitulation* 

^'I have thehoaor to remain^ &c. &C4 

" J. W. MAUiaCBt'i ' 
^^B.trB(m.IJardV:iUsmntsNtUonyif£:r ' ' 



JlATieXES OF CAPITULATIOir; 
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I. That the garrisoa with all iU works siiall be<4#i^: 
ivered up entire* 

II. That the garrison shall be allpwed to march.^: 
yn\h their ai fia& to the Queen's Batteryi with- drupos- 
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Beating and colors Qyipg md there kiy down their 



arms* 



. III.. That all pnvaic^ pronerty shall be secured t0- 
the officers anc) medj- 

IV. That the garrison; shallbe sent'te BarbJadoes at 
the expenee of the French nation^ but oot^ to serve 
till regular r^exellaiiged.' 

' V. lliat' the garrison Is capable of holdiog otrt a fe^ 
days longer^ and two hoar» given for an answer^ whe&' 
idstUille^ will be recommeneed.- 



Frenehf^Sqimidrmtha^iaiaekkd the Rock. 

Flixtoo,^,«.w»^74' Berwick ••««i»««^ 74ti 
Sireo«»»^»^«. 40 Argosbrig.^*.. 1& *• t 

La Fxnescivooner^^ IS swiv«k,4iBd^cveD gun*bbaAt- 
e^^ mounting three pieces of caanoB* 

^ in my>letter of the 6th inst..to the Right Honorably 
Lord Viscount Velsoiiy^ stating the unfortunate loss of ^ 
the Etiamood Eo<^» under my command^ and fro^i • 
thevessi^ sailing'dkeetly on my arrival h^re, I wa^ 
imable to stale to iiis lordship the particulars of the 
ai^tioB. I ' themeiore beg leave to eix:lose t^ nanrativqf - 
&^your iaiis^riBatioa^ « > , 

*• I have the hbncr to refnain,^ &c; 

« J. W. MAURICE* 
** T0 'R€ar'4dmirtil,Cocir(me**^ 
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** BarhadoeSfJiine 19, T805i 

" In my letter of tbe 14tli of May^ to Sir Francis* 
ILaforey^ I infoiined him of the arrival of the enemy's 
combined squadron off the Rock, and of our having had' 
one houi^s partial action with them aft they passed it ;. 
their force consisting of l6 sail of the lioe> eight fri- 
gates, three.brigs, (one armed en flute), and hi» Ma- 
jesty's late sloop Cyane. 

On the l6th of May, at half past seven in the morn- 
ing, saw a large ship rounding Point SaJiue^ and fron»x 
her appearance I plainly saw she was a ship of the line,, 
and from the cut of her sails an enemy. At eight she 
hoisted a Spanish ensign and pendant; I imibedfately^ 
ordered French colors to be hoisted asadeeoy, which t 
fully answered my wishes, for at twenty miaitttsbefore 
nine she had got under.the lee of the Rock, at the disr 
lance of three-quarters of a mile, when I shifted the 
colors and opened a- wellr directed fire of round and; 
grape from Fort Diamond; the first shot striking: 
her under the fore channels, she directly put .her helm r 
up, and, in the act of wearing, returned one feeble 
shot. JProm the little wind, she did not got out of the - 
range of shot until nine, . but continued running before • 
the wind until twelve. At two a» enemys brig stood 
out of Port Royal, and beat ta windward of the-Rockj 
where she continued to cruize. . I'was now fully satis-* 
iied, in my own mind, of thie intention of the enemy., 
to attack tbe Rock. From the 16th to tbe 29th^ th& 
RC)ck wja3 completely blockaded by frigates, , bi4gs» . 
schooners, and snlall boatSv. sleop rigged, . which pre* 
-vented any supplies from, being thrown in to me; for. 
on the 20\h, a sloop from St. Lucia, mth my secondi 
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lieutenant wlio bad carried dispntches to BarbadoeSf 
•od the purser, who bad gone over to complete the 
provisions U) foucmontbsi were taken under my giuiN 
endeavoring to thcow iasome banelaof powder^ al-* 

' though we-ooyered lier with a spirited fire from Fort 
Diamond, Centaur's' Battery, and ]V£aurice's Battery^ 
On the 29th, at half past five in the evening, two 
ships of the line, one frigate, and a schooner, with It 
gun*boats in tow, stood out from Fort Royal all under 
sail. 1 had now not the smallest doubt that the squa- 
dron was intended for the attack of tlie Diamotid» 

; The Rock was put into the best possible state of de^ 
IJBnce, as ^ar as little ammunition and water would 
allow ; but I was dfetecmined to defend it while I had 
ai>y remaining. Oa the. 30th, at sun-rise, the enemy '# 

, sqiiadren had fallen far to leeward; i>ui the wind un-i 
fortunately veering very much to the southward (inr> 
deed farther than I bad known it for tome months) euv 
abM Ihem to fetch as high at St. Aim's Bay, wliere^ 
Ibey continued under easy sail for the night. On thtt> 
9M>rai»g of the 3l8t, at sun-oise they were stiU under 
tasy sail, far to windward; but from the number o# 
tkwt signals, and having cast off their boats, i: waai 
' convhaiced tiie attack woi>ld be mada sooiiv At seveA 
tim enemy bore up in a line for the Bock, the. gimi» 
boats, &c. keeping with them, ccowded with tioopav^' 
Seeing the impossibility of defending the lower worka 
against siKh a force» and the cert^iniy of our beinf^ 
prevailed irom^ gaining the heights without considera-^ 
ble loss, and whkh could not be de£rnded any tknei 
vithout us, with the greatest reluctance i ordered; ibm 
vbole above the first lodgment, having a man at e^tck 
gun to ^ve the eoeipy their discharge^ which they di4». 
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and joined me over the North Garden Pa^s, excepting 
the cook, who was made a priBoner. What powder 
was left below we drowneJ, and cut away the laimcb, 
that she might not be serviceable to the enemy.. . At' 
ten minutes before eight we had every person np^ and^ 
the ladders secured, when the Berwick open^ her 
jGre within pistol shot, and at eight the whole of the 
etiemy^s squadron of ships and gun- boats were in ac» 
tion, which was returned by Hood's Battery, and Fort 
Diamond ; the whole of the troops, in the boats keep'-' 
ing up a heavy fire of musketry. It was a fortunate' 
Gtrcumstance we quitted the lower works- when wedid^ 
as our own stones, hove down by the enemy's fehot^ 
would have killed and wounded the whc4e of u^. I- 
was how busily employed in placiij-g the people- on the- 
different lodgments, with small arms, to hiirads th^ 
enemy as they landed^ and cover themf>eK«ii» 1 ami 
happy to say that the execution done was cmuiderublev 
§or the 6re of our men was so galling, that the seanien. 
left their boats, excepting three men in each, who were 
shot dead, and three of the gun-boats went adrift | 
two of them went on shore at Martinique, and-weKo* 
beat to pieces, aiid the other went to sea. The whole 
of the enemy V squadron were constantly employed^ 
during this day in boDibat'ding the Rock, as they could 
fetch in to windward of it. At night the whole of the 
men were posted on different lodgements, to harass 
the enemy, as they threw in reinforcements : on the^ 
1st the enemy^s squadron employed constantly bom-» 
barding the' Hock, the fire from the tfoops much i^ion> 
spirited : on the dd'^the enemy's squadron bombarding 
as before, who had been reinforced with another brig^ 
but the fire fion) the troops this, day very se\:ere^ aig 
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iliey had during the night got under the rocks in the 
^Airf, and wftre covered by the over-hanging rocks, and. 
as our men appeared fired up. ^ At four in the «fter- 
tioon, on examining into our aimmunition, I found we 
had but little poy/der left, and not a sufficient quantity 
of ball-cartridges to iast until dark, and being firmly of 
opinion the enemy meant to endeavor to t&rYy the 
heights by assault that night, I thought it a duty I 
owed to those brave fellows who had so gallantly sup- 
ported me during three days and two nights constant 
battle, tooflfer terms of capitulation; and having con- 
sulted my first lieutenant, who was of the same opi- 
fiion, at half past four, the unhappiest moment of my 
life, I threw out a flag, qf truce, which returned at dye, 
with honorable terms for the garrison, and the next 
morning we embarked on board the Pluton and Ber- 
wick, and oa the iburth we were sent to Barbadoes in 
a cartel, agreeably to the articles, except fourteen 
men, whom they forcibly detained unknown to me^ 
getting men to swear they were French. I have writ* 
ten to Captain Rempt, agent for prisoners of war, stat« 
ing .the business, as well as their endeavoring to entice 
•the whole of my crew to enter into their service, but, 

A ■ 

thank God ! I trust no Englishman, let hini be ever so 
hdidj is base enough to do it. t beg leave to jecom- 
mend in the stroiigest terms, the able and gallant sup- 
port I received from my first lieutenant, Mr. Robert 
Adams Wadham, and whose services at difierent times 
in carrying dispatches to Barbadoes, relatibg to the 
enemy, merit my warmest acknowledgments. 1 am 
alfia much indebted to Lieutenant Watson, of the ma- 
rinea, for his active and able support. Those, Sir,, 
were the only officers I iiad, but I needed not morey 
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lor t!hecon^6t of thewliole of my people was so a(S 
^ve, orderly, a»d ^Hiant, that I shall always ref!^ 
'on 1% "ti^ith pleasure -Co the latest da;y of my life. hr» 
^edy when you observe that we hutd only two killed 
^nd one' wounded, you wiU perceive^ that had not mjr 
oJ-ders been pot in exectrtion witli the greatesft pitMsipt* 
fiess, and atVenftfon^ We nntist have melt whh gre^ loos, 
^nd, had I let loose their valor, I sli6uM have lost half 
iny men. Their fatigue ahd hardslifips are beyond d€»» 
Stription, haVifig only a pfnt of water duVhig W ^hosri^ 
lind^f a vertTcal stin, and'iiot^ moftient*8 reit 4ay o** 
ti%ht; and severai of them fainted for want oTwatelri 
iLud were obliged to drink tlieir own water. A schooner 
hadbroiight out sixty scaling ladderS) to attempt uS that 
night under cover df the ships, and foifr more shipBof 
the line were to ba%^ conie t^ainst us the ne^^t day. 
Indeed the ivhole of the combined squadron's lffuneli<fft 
Were employed on the service, and not lesis than ihtet 
thousand tnen. The ceptaiti of the Sirene frigate was 
wounded througb the knee. My only consolation iS) 
that alihough 1 unibi'tunatefly lost tbe Rock) I t^ust 
its defence was honorable, and hope it will BBferit your 
.approba^lion. 

*' I have the fadndr to remain, 

*" y#ur most humble atfd obedient servant, ' 

" J. W. MAtJRlCt:'^ 

^t a dourt- Martial assembled on board iiis Maje^ 
ty' ship Circe, at Carlisle Ray, Ba;rb8does4 the i;4tli 
June 1 SQ3, for the -trial of Barnes Wilkes Maurice, £^« 
Gommander, the officers and Trew df his Majesty's late 
sjoop Diamond Hock, taken by asi^adron oftbe enef* 
siiy's ships on tke Qd instant. 

3 
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FEESEVT. 

Captains, 

Jonas Rose, President. * 

George Tobin, William Champioa,* 

R. Henderson, Joseph Nourse. 

The court being duly sworn according to act of pa4^ 

liament, in pursuance of an order from tlie Hon. Rear* 

admiral Cochrane, commanding his Majesty's ships 

and vessels at Barbadoes, the Leeward Islands, &c« 

&c. &c. dated the 23d June, 1805, directed to Jonaa 

Rose, Esq. Captain of his Majesty's ship Circe, aud 

senior officer of his Majesty's ships and vessels at Bar* 

badoes, which being read before the members and 

Judge-advocate then in open court, and before; they 

proceeded to trial, the letter from James W« Maurice, 

TjSq^ was read, and after having heard what the said 

James Wilkes Maurice Esq. commander, the officers, 

and company of the late sloop Diamond Rock bad to 

offer in their defence, the courl is of opinion tliat Cap* 

tain J. W. Maurice, the officers and company of faps 

Majesty's late sloop Diamond Rock, did* every thing 

in their power to the very last, in the defence of t^ 

Rock, and against a most sup«rtor force; andC^tain 

James W. Maurice behaved with firm and det^rifun^d 

resolution, and did not surrender the Diamond until 

he was unable, to make further defence for want pf 

water and amtpunitioa; the court do therefore bono* 

rably acquit Captain Maurice accordingly. 

The Court cannot dismiss Captain James W. Mau* 
rice wUl)out expressing their admiratioti of his coni* 
.duct in the whole of the occasion ; aad also U>ey «;« 

TOL. V, P 



press the highest approbation of the support given 
by the officers and xtieh under his command : a cir«" 
cumstance that does high honor to them ; does no less 
credit and honor to the discipline maintained by Cap^ 
tain J. VV. Maurice ; ancl therefore do. unanimously 
and honorably acquit the said officers and ships' corn- 
pany, and they are unanimously and lionorably ac* 
Hjuitted acoiviiiigly. 

i^ffie^ Jonas Rose. 

William CuAit^itn. 

• * GeOKGE To BIN. 

- • Joscpii NoirR%E. 

Tho'Mas HdHT, 
• Appointed Deputy Ji.dg^ AdVoeate -upon thb occa« 
^«on. 

On {he'fetiirn of OElptam Alaurice to Etigl&nd he 

•was SmmedDately appoiiiced to the conidiaQd c^ ihe 

Bdvage sloop. 

• In'tonsequ'ence of information teceived by 'Captain 

Wiigbt, of the< S^ft sloop, while on his statidh at 
' iflondurasy.'that'a'tfchoonerguardaied^ta had' talten se- 
*iVe'HirTesse)s'tVad^DgUo'fbftt setti^iMnt'and'^as liiieiy 
^*l6 do'ttuch tntfre aiis6hief, he f«itolved to 'detttdi^s 
'iAKcdnd lii^uteiitot^r.Jafmi^s Smith, irith a party bf 
'■ -Mleb; ' In "th^'MslriatuIie s^hootier, iti quest of the >etiemy. 
/ White 'cruizing aecoridntg to the ditcdions bf Obtain 
HvHght, 'Mr. Smith iOHs ittfofmftd by some Carrtbettn 
Iftihfhiiiten'tbdt k'gQurda'costa Was at anchor unde^ the 

batteries of TrUxilk), tod that she bati recently e«p« 
'tuted and carH^d into that' port the "^iiooiier Admiral 
"Ihiek'woTrlh'bf Janrtica, Vrth ainother vessel finom 
"flbhdtrtiis. Gdttceiriwg if a duty incutebent on Uttk to 
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prevent if possible any farther -depredaUons, he staled 
to his people the information he had received, and they . 
readily volunteered to majke an attempt to cut her out. 
Accordingly on the evening of the 13th of August thei 
Marianne stood over, under cover of the night, for the. 
harbor of TrusCillo, and got well into tJie bay without 
beii^ (discovered, when two ^mall boats, were manned, 
ivith sii( men each. Lieutenant Smith gave the charge, 
of one to Mr. Walker^ boatswain, and of the other to 
Mr. Bowler midshipman, with directions to pull in 
close along shore, and ascertain whether his informa-, 
tion was correct; standing in, at the same time, with 
the schooner to cover the boats if occasion required. 
The wished-for object was soon discovered and waa 
instantly boarded with the utmost intrepidity by th^ 
bpat's crew undei: Mr, Bowler, the other from pulling 
heavy, being unable to get up. After some resistance, 
^om the enemy they obtained possession of the ship, 
thp captain and some of his men jumping overbpard^ 
'{"he noise occasioned by the contest alarmed the forts, 
vhich opened a very heavy fire. The cables were then- 
cut and ail sail made, the forts keeping up a continual 
fire till the gallant captor^ were put of gun-shot, whicl^ 
t^ey returned from both vessels. The prize proved to 
be La Caridad Perfecla, schooner- rigged, copper-bot- 
tomed, and pierced for l6 g^ms, but mounted only 
with 12, and had on board but lt> men, the remainder 
of her complement being on shore at the time. Thi^ 
service was performed without injury to any of the 
brave men engaged in it. 

The acbooper Mozambique, of 12 gups and 45 men, 
commapded by Lieutenant John Campbell, in return* 
ipg from Tortola, whither she h^ escorted'a (Jetach;^ 

V2 ' 
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itlent of ships from the other islands to join a convoyi 
fell in with the famous French privateer Grande De- 
cide, of 30 guns and 250 men. The Frenchman, con* 
fident of making this little bark his prize, dashed along* 
aide, but met with such an unexpected and warm recep* 
tion, that he was obliged very soon to haul off to repair 
bis damages. He began the attack a second time with 
no better success, as the gallant Httle crew of the Mo- 
zambique fought with redoubled courage, and so toro 
up the privateer, xthat she was obliged finally to sheer 
off. Our little bark, however, pursued the enemy, - 
with a determination to take him by boarding, which 
the height of (be netting prevented. As an adieu, how- 
ever, they gave the privateer a third and complete 
mauling. 

Captain George Tobin of the Princess Royal, had, 
on the 5th of October, the gopd fortune to retake near 
Tobago, the Cyane corvette of twenty fi-pounders, two 
ibiirs, and six 12-pouud carronades, with a crew of 
>90 men, commanded by M. Mesnard. She had lefl 
Martinique a few days before in company with the 
Kaiad brig, of 1 8 guns and 200 men, ^hich by taking, 
a more prudent situation and her superior sailing, 
effected lier escape without any apparent injury. When 
. they were first discovered, Captain Tobin saw no chance 
of overtaking them by an avowed pursuit ; he there- 
fore disguised the Princess Royal as much as pos- 
sible, which had the desired effect of bringing them 
down. Captain Mesnard defended his ship in a very 
gallant manner, but was soon obliged to strike. The 
second captain, M. Gautier, and two ' seamen were 
killed ; an enseigne de vaisseau and eight seamen 
wounded on board the Cyane. The Princess^ RoyaV 
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which wa3 at th^ time above tliirty men -short of hef 
compleaieoi, b^d her sails and rigging much cu(.; 
she had one man killed and m wounded^ one of them 
mortally. 

On the I3tfa of October, Captain Champain, in thj^ 
Jason of 32 gjuns, discovered a strange brig, and imme- 
diately made all sail in pursuit of her. After a chace of 
nine hours, he close hauled her, at tbe distance of five 
miles ; and after k partial firing of fifteen minutes com- 
pelled her to strike. She proved to be the French na- 
liunal corvette Naiad, commanded by l^ons. Hanon, 
lieutenant de vaisseau, pierced /or $2 guns, 9¥>unting 
1 6 long twelve^ppunders, with four bra^ two- pound 
swivels^ and had onboard 170 men, pne o/^hpm was 
killed in tbe action. She was ou a two jnonth's cruize 
irom Martinique; and had beeji out .fifteen days with* 
put making a .capture. She came from Europe in 
Alarch with the Toulon squadron, was pne of the 
largest brigis in llie French service, extremely well 
£ttedandii remarkably fast sailer. 

In the detail of occurrences in thp East Indies, it wili 
be necessary to go back into the year 1 804, as the par** 
-ticulars.of a remarkable encounter which topk place ioi 
Ihat quarter had JDot reached this country when wf^ 
closed the preceding volume of this work. 

On the morning of the l^th of September, Captaip. 
James Lind, whom the commander-in-chief, Admiral 
ilainier had appointed to. the command of the Centu- 
o-ion of 50guns, in the absence, by indisposition, of Capt^ 
Kainier, was at anchor in the road of Vizagapatam, wait- 
ing till the Princess Charlotte, East Indiaman, and th|^ 
country chip, the Barnaby, which he had been directed 
4o coDsoy to Madrip^ had completed their cargo^^.whjeg. 

f3 
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Alreeship^ ^ere perceived under the land in thesouth^* 
we8t> coming down before the wind with all sail set. 
About half past nine A. M. it was seen that the 
strange ships were enemies and were a line-of-battle 
ship and two frigates. The former hoisted her colors 
a flag at the mizen-top-mast-bead and was rightly can* 
jectured to be the Marengo, Admiral Linois. The 
frigates were the Atalante and S'emillante of 36 guns 
each. For the information of the convoy, the signal 
of BXi enemy being in sig)it was hoisted, and soon after* 
ivards one for the convoy, as they were best able to 
put into a port in view. This was done that the two 
ships might get close in shore for protection^ or, if ne- 
cessary, run on it. The Bamaby ' complied with 
this signal; she ran in shore, but unfortunately after- 
wards got into the surf, and was totally lost^ About 
ten, A. M. the headmost of the enem/s ships, a-frigate, 
was ^bout half a mile from the Centurion, without 
any colors flying. Several shot were fired at her. 
About the same time the cable was cut, and topsails 
sheeted home, which were already loose for the pur- 
pose ; by these means the broadside was brought to 
bear uport the enemy, and the ship prevented from be- 
iog boarded or raked ; by this manoeuvre, likewise, 
a frigate, that was within a cable's length of tlie Cen- 
turion, and appeared to have an intention to board, 
^ot a close and well directed broadsideinto her : the 
action soon became general ; the three enemy's ships 
directed their fire on the Centurion, their only object, 
for the Princess Charlotte Indiaman had Very early 
struck her colors. The Centurion stood in-shore, the 
Marengo and one frigate on the starboard quarter, the 
ether frigate on the larboard ; they were 4II less thfui 
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half a mile distant, and kept firing, which the Centu- , 
rion returned. Her fire was chiefly directed against 
the Marengo. Ab©ut a quarter before eleven the 
French ships stood'to sea ; and immediately after this 
Captain Lind got on board, though y^ith much diffi- 
culty and danger. He had been on shore to expedite 
the sailing of the convoy^ and was not present in this 
early part of the action, for^ till now, the Centurion 
bad been under the direction of Lieutenant James Ro- 
bert Philips, the first lieutenant. Captain Lind, as 
soon as he was informed that there were suspitrious 
* ships coming into the roadstead, hurried down tb 
the beach, and got into a boat manned with natives : 
they proceeded some distance, ignorant of the cause 
of his hurry ; but when the firing commenced, tliey 
wanted ^to return to the shore. This he prevented but 
cobld not make them, either by threats or promises, put 
him on board during the firing. For some time the boat 
was in the line of fire'; and as he would not let her 
be carried on. shore, the boatmen were with great diffi- 
culty prevented by Captain Lind from jumping over- 
board, swimming to the shore, and leaving him alone 
in the boat. At last a favorable opportunity offered; 
the boatmen embraced it quickly, then took the boat 
to the nearest port, and ran off into the country, as 
did many of the inhabitants of the town of Vizagapa- 
tam. On bis coming on board, Captain Lind found 
.the sails and rigging so very much cut as to render the 
• ship not in a state to be worked, and therefore anchor- 
ed at the back of the surf, about a mile and a |ialf to 
the north-east of the town. This situation wds the 
best he had it in his power to take, both for d,elence» 
and to prevent the Centurion from falling into tto 
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possession of the enemy if overpowered.— A batteiy 
of three guns at the town, under the command of Col. 
Campbell, of his Majesty's 74th regiment^ had kept 
a fire on the enemy, whilst within reach in the road- 
iBtead, but the ship was too far distant to receive any 
support' from it. Captain Lind sent on shore to re- 
quest guns might be brought nearer on the beach^ 
but this was totally impracticable. He prepared again 
for action ; and whilst thus employed, tlie enemy, in 
the offing, wore and stooa towards the Centurion ; 
the Marengo, after having repeatedly tried the range 
of her guns, came to an anchor abreast of the ship^ 
and about a mile distant ; clewed up her top-sails^ 
furled her courses, and commenced cannonading. 
This threatening appearance of being 'determined ta 
persevere and to succeed, only served to animate the 
undaunted crew of the Centurion to make still greater 
exertions for her defence with her lower-deck guns,, 
the only ones that would reach the enemy, though all 
lier shot reached the English vesseL In the hieaii 
time one of the frigates kept under sail on the quarter 
of tlie Centurion and nearer than the Marengo, an- 
noying her greatly, while the other frigate carried off 
the Indiaman from the anchorage in the road. Thi»^ 
cannonading had continued nearly two hours, during 
which it had been kept up with vigor on both sides,, 
when the Marengo cut her cable and stood to sea. 
By some of her last shot the cable of the Centurion was 
cut, on which she made sail, and got farther off shore, 
before she brought up with the sheet-anchor. Captain 
Liud supposing that the Marengo intended to make a 
short stretch, tack, and renew the action nearer, made 
all tlie necessary preparations for giving her a warm 
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reception ; but she stood to sea with the frigates and 
her prize, tlie Princess Charlotte, and ,a little before 
sun-set bore up to the north-east towards the bottom 
of the bay. In this unequal contest, in which the cool- 
ness, courage, and discipline of British seamen were 
so conspicuously displayed, the Centurion sustained 
considerable damage in her masts, yards, and rigging. 
Fortunately very few of her brave crew suffered :-one 
was killed and only nine wounded. Admiral Rainier 
in his official dispatch, says,: — " The gallant and spirit* 
cd conduct displayed by Captain Lind, his officers and 
crew, in the defence of his Majesty's ship Centurion, . 
against so great a superiority of force, under every ad- 
vl^ltage on the part of the assailants, with the (^om« 
pleat defeat given the French admiral and squadron in 
the conclusion, merits every encomium, and I trust, will 
be honored with your lordships' approbation. Far my 
part, I do not hesitate to rank this brilliant action with 
the most famous of the defensive kind recorded in the 
anuals of the British navy.'' 

On the 8th of March, J 805, Captain Lambert of 
the St. Fibrenzo of 36 guns, received information^ 
firom the chief secretary of government, that a suspi- 
cious vessel, supposed to be the Psyche, French frigate, 
had appeared off Vizagapatam. He accordingly pro- 
ceeded in quest of her, and on the Idth, at six A. M. 
had the satisfaction to discover three sail at anchor un«^ 
der the land, but they shortly afterwards weighed and 
made sail to the southi^ard. Captain Lambert plainly 
perceived that one was a frigate, and the other two' 
appeared to be merchant ships. He continued the 
chace till half past seven, P. M. the following day, 
when he overtook the sternmo^t vesselj which proved 
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to be tLe Thetis, country aibip, prize to the Frenc]^ 
frigftte Psyche of 36 guns and 250 men, under the coHi* 
mand of Captain Bergeret, then a.-head at a short dis-» 
tiiKe. Captain Lambert^ finding that the enemy bad. 
abandoned the Tlietis, left a midshipman in charge,, 
and continued the chase afier tlie frigate, then making , 
off under all sail. At ten minutes past eight he 
brought her to close action, at the distance of ha]f a 
cable's length, and continued engaged till half past 
eleven, at which time, Ending all his running rigging 
"very much cut up, he hauled off to repair it. At mid^, 
night the St. Fior«nzo again bore up to renew the con- 
flict, but just, as she was about to recommence her fire, 
an officer came op board from the. Psyche to intimate 
that Captain Bergeret had struck. During the acticHii 
Captain Lambert was occasionally annoyed by the fire 
of rEquivoque privateer, of 10 guns and 40 men. This^ 
vessel had been the Pigeon, country ship, taken and- 
fitted out in that manner by Captain Bergeret ; and at 
she was an excellent sailer, slie effected her escapa 
during the night. The loss of the Fiorenzo in this ac* 
t; on was rather heavy; 12 of her crew being. killeA 
and 36 wounded ; but compared to that of the en^my 
it was insignificant.-^On board the Psyche 57 were 
killed, including the second captain and two lieutenants^ 
and 70 wounded — Captain Bergeret was the same 
of!icer that commanded La Virginie, when captured 
by Sir Edward Pellew in the Indefiatigable. In. tlie 
letter enclosing an account of this affair. Admiral Rai« 
aier observesj — " I cannot help expressing myself 
much pleased with the animated and spirited resolv- 
tion taken by Captain Lambert for renewing the at« 
tack, which was only prevented by victory, as at« 
tempts of that kind have been generally found to bft 
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•accefi6f9l,«vinctiig tbe superior valor of British sailors, 
^and^exbilMttng a most laudable example for imitation 
tto ibe service in general. All the trading part of bis 
"Majesty''^ subjects ibrovghout India rejoice on the oo- 
sasioQ of this capture, as being more apprehensive of 
•depredatiofia on their trade, from Captain Bergeret*^ 
Abilities and activity, than from the whole remain^ 
nng force of the French navy at present in these seas 
iinited.'' 

Norwere brilliant instances of intrepidity wanting 
«roOng the commercial oavy of Britain during this 
•period* The following in particular deserve>to<be uo- 
Iticed : 

In a letter from Captain John Scott of the ship $car« 

*boroiigb, of London, dated Barbadoes, January 27f 

he gives an interesting account of the defence of that 

.ship, against a French privateer of superior force. 

." We were separated frorajthe fleet," says he, " the 

>day after we sailed from the Motherbank, the fleet be- 

/ing much dispersed. The next day we fell in with his . 

"Majesty's ship Swift, one of the convoy, and kept with 

her and ten more ships till the 5\}\ of January, when 

we were all separated in a heavy gale of wind from the 

^W. S.W. and .afterwards joined by the Dorset, Captain 

Newton, and King George, Captain Cotter. We all 

agreed to keep company to Barbadoes, and give each 

oth^rmuHKil support. On the 26th of January (yes* 

terday,) we fell in with a French. privateer, of 1 6 guns, 

lull of men, (by the information 1 have ireceived since 

my arrival, not less than two hundred,) mostly people 

of color, from Guadaloupe, which has done a great 

'"•deal of mischief, having eaptored several vessels. The 

•«dy meaitt I saw for the^protectioo of the three ships 

were to get some people from the Dorset and Kiu^ 
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George on board the Scarborougii, ftnd Vring her tm 
aetion, which their coimnanders very readily comr 
plied with. I ha^ seven men from the Dorset end 
$ve from the King George, who all volunteered theur 
services in a very handsome manner* At four o'clock 
the enemy came alongside the Scarborough^ open- 
ed a most tremendous fire of musketry and grape-shot, 
and attempted once to board, but was repulsed, and 
compelled to sheer off, with a great loss of ment I 
may boldly afHrm not less than seventy. I am sorry 
to inform you,, that my first officer, Mr. Peacock, is 
dangerously wounded, and I am almost afiraid mortal- 
ly ; one of thy boys shot dead, and our hull, sails, and 
rigging much cut. The Scarborough, notwithstanding, 
will be ready to proceed by to-morrow. I am much 
indebted to Mr. Joseph Wilson, of the 6pth regiment^ 
who volunteered his service on board the Scarborough,^ 
and fought most gallantly. My people behavc(^ well. 
The action lasted for upwards of an hour, ^be Scar- 
borough mounts 13 guns, and had on board 27 men 
a.ud boys, including those from the Dorset and Ktng 
George." 

On the Sd'bf April, the Shannon of Workington, 
which had been taken on the 24th uf March, about 65 
leagues to the westward of Tory by a lugger privateer 
carrying 14 guns and 150 men, arrived at Wbitehavenr 
From the examination of tlie mate before two magis- 
trates of that town, it appeared that the Shannon, 
I'homas Osbom, master, belonging to Workington, 
took in a freight at Liverpool, from which port she sailed 
on the 15th of February, for Baltimore, in Maryland; 
that on the 23d of the same month, she was by stress of 
weather obliged to put into Lochindol, in Ireland; 
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at which place she remained till the 2^ of ^arcb, 
when she left it, and pursued her voyage ; but, on the 
24th, she fell in with, and was captured by a Dutch 
lugger privateer, from Flushing, called the- Admiral 
Bruix, Captain Sieyes. Captain OsboVne, and three 
of his crew, were put on board the privateer, and the 
remainder of the crew, seven in number, were left on 
board the Shannon, under the prize-master and nin« 
seamen, who bad orders to navigate her to a port in 
Holland. Of these, eight were D utch, and two French- 
men. The next day, the Shannon's people, which 
consisted of the mate, five men, one of whom had a 
wooden leg, and a boy about eleven years of age, rose 
upon the ten foreigners, whom they confined in the 
cabin, and took possession of the deck of the vessel, 
which they kept till the Spih ; ,wheh, being almost 
exhausted through want of provisions, they made a 
a proposal to the Frenchmen, that if they would quit 
the ves&el,'*they should be atcommodated with the yawl 
to carry them on shore hi Donnegal Bay, Ireland, 
near to which they then were. After some parleying 
the eight Dutchmen consented to this offer, and accord- 
ingly, as stipulated, passed singly through the cabin- 
window into the boat, and steered towards the shore. 
The two Frenchmen remained in the Shannon, which, 
after encountering many storms and dangers, arrived 
at Whitehaven, as has been mentioned above. The 
recovery of the ship, under such circumstances, afibrded 
a singular instance of skill, courage, and perseverance ; 
which justly entitled this little band of heroes to th« 
applause of their countrymen. The Admiral Bruix,' 
previous toiler capturing the Shannon, had taken the . 
Wilton Wood, Fell, of VVorkington, from Livcrpooal 
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The British trade to Portugal experienced conside- 
rable annoyance from Spanish row-boats off the coast 
of timt country. On the 14th of October, off Viana, 
about 15 miles from the shore, three ships, the Jennies, 
Wallington, and Vine, of Leith, were attacked by three 
row-boats, each carrying atout 40 men, small arms, 
and a six-pounder. They engaged the Jennies two 
hours, and maintained a constant fire ; but she kept 
them off until his Majesty's sloop Scout came to her 
assistance. The Scout immediately opened a heavy 
"£re, and killed several of the enemy.— In the mean 
time two of the row-boats got onboard the Wallington ; 
but had not got possession many minutes before the 
Scout, being at liberty, was nearly alongside, which 
induced the marauders, to fly to their boats for safety, 
after plundering the ship of every thing they could 
carry off, and wounding the. cap tain with a knife in se- 
veral places. — the Jennies only carried two four- 
pounders. Captain Mackey of the Scout bore testi- 
mony to the gallant conduct of the several captain^ 
and crews of the three merchantmen attacked, which 
^e witnessed for some tin^e before he was able to come 
up with \hem. Captain Brown of the Wallington, 
who suffered so severely in this encounter, gives the 
following particulars of it, in a letter to his owners, 
dated Oporto October ISth : — 

** This will inform you of our arrival at Oporto, 
after a passage of twelve days. We had a very nar- 
row escape off the bar. There was little wind, and 
the sloop of war and convoy about three miles a-head; 
^ven boats came off, which we at first took for fishing 
craft, till they began a vei'y heavy fire on us. We re- 
turned ours as fast as we could, and no doubt alarmed 
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the headmost of them. I being the sternmost of the 
three ships in company, two of the boats boarded me, 
before the sloop of war got to our assistance, and bavt 
plundered me of every article. 1 at last kept by the 
helm, and let the people go below from the shot, after / 
our guns could do no more service. ^ 1 kept my vessel 
right before tlie wind for the sloop of war, but before 
we could get to herj the crew of one of the Spanish 
boats got up on our main chains, and seeing me at the 
helm, one of them ran at me with a sword, but missing 
bis aim broke it in three pieces. He then drew his 
knife, and wounded me in the shoulder — Finding he 
intended to dispatch me, I seized him, but in th$ 
struggle, he had stabbed me twice in the side.. Others 
of the Spaniards, more humane, took him away, or else 
he would have completed h;s design. The surgeon of 
the sloop of war has dressed my wounds; but, before 
he got to me, I had lost a deal of blood, from that I 
am very weak. 1 have received much attention from 
the merchatits here. Captain Lowrie got on board 
long before the surgeon, and dressed my wounds: and 
was the means of Stopping a great deal of the bleeding. 
There are 200 shot through our sails^nd topmast, se- 
veral of our lower shrowds cut, with different shots in 
our masts. If I had had twelve-pound carronades on 
sliders, in.place of the guns I have, am certain I could 
have sunk these robbers." 

A massacre almost unparalleled even in the artnafe* 
of piratical barbarity was perpetrated on board the 
ship Esther, by the crew of a French privateer, off 
Charleston, in America. The circumstances of this, 
horrible transaction, as stated upon oath by two sea^ 
men belonging to the ill-fated vessel are theat :-— 
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On Monday, the 23th of October, they sailed in th« 
Esther from Charleston, bound to London, in com- 
pany with the Hhip Ariel, Captain Payne ; Minorca . 
transport, Captain Wood ; and a schooner, under con- 
voy of his Britannic Majesty's sloop of war Petterel, 
being manned with 35 men, two of whom shipped on 
})oard the Peterel. They continued in the prosecutioa 
of their voyage without meeting with any material oc- 
currence, until Thursday following at two o'clock' 
• A. M. when the ship was taken aback and struck by a 
v^ry heavy sea under the counter, which, as they sooa 
after discovered, caused her to make eightteen inches of 
water pes. hour. The crew immediately got the J30w- 
der out of the magazine on deck, and discovered the 
leak near the stern-post. Captain Irving asked the 
carpenter whether he could stop the leak, and being ' 
answered that it was impossible to stop it at sea, the 
crew were called aft^ and they unanimously agreed to 
$teer up and speak the Cbmmodore. At noon they 
got within hail of the Commodore, and informed him 
of their leaky condition ; and, taking into considera- 
tion the season of the year and the bad weather, he 
recommended that they should return to port. They 
accordingly bore away for Charleston, and joined the 
Minorca, which had borne away some time before^ 
also in a very leaky condition. On the. morning of 
the 3d, about eight o'clock they arrived oflf the bar> 
^d a.j)ilot wa$ put on board of each ship, who mform- 
ed them that there was a French privateer in shore ; 
They immediately cleared the decks for action, and 
about nine o'clock they saw the privateer bearing 
down upon them. At ten she came within gun-shot. 
The ship Esther immediately after gave her a broad- 
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side, and she hauled her wind and stood dflf, until be- 
tween four and five o'clock in the afternoon ; when she 
again ran down upon the ship and received anothe): 
broadssde^ fired one gun in return, veered round and 
again stretched off. The next morning about eight 
o'clock, she again returned, and fired one gun at the 
Esther, which was returned Iby a broadside, alid the 
pi:ivateer sheered off a third time. They did not come 
to action after that till .the morniog of the 5th at seven 
o'clock, wheA the privateer ran down upon them with 
an intention to board, and received the Esther's broad* 
side. After this a severe conflict was kept up by 
both parties for about three quarters of an hour ; when 
the privateer boarded with nearly the whole of her 
crew. The intrepid commander of the Esther conti- 
nued the fight about twenty minutes after being board- 
ed ; when, having two men killed and several wounded, 
and of consequence being much reduced in numbers^ 
Mr. Lowdon, the third mate, by order of Captain 
Irving, struck the colors, and returning, was killed on 
the quaVter. After the colors were struck, the captain 
was cut down in the cabin, and mangled in the most 
inhuman manner : and the second mate was run 
through the body with a small sword. The prisoners 
being below were ordered up by Ross, the leader of 
the privateersmen, that they might be put to death; 
but on some remonstrance, he ordered his* men 
to fire down the hatchway upon them, which they 
accordingly did, killing the carpenter, and wounding 
two men so severely that they died of their wounds 
immediately on being removed. The privateer proved 
to be the Creole, Captain Pierre Burgman, from Bar- 
racoa,manDed with 1 i i men, and mounting seven gun» 
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of different calibres, upon swivels. The enemy stated 
their loss lobe six killed, seven severely wounded — 
and a number missing, supposed to have heen knocked 
overboard and drowned. The mangled remains of the 
gallant, bnt unfortunate crew of the tather, wereput 
on board the pilot- boat Delight, and conveyed to 
Charleston, where they failed not to call forth uuiver* 
sal execration against the flagitious wretch who had a 
heart to conceive, and a hand to execute such a dar- 
ing outrage against the principles of all civilized na- 
tions, wliich it would be supposed had been im- 
planted by nature in the bosom of every being that 
calls himself a man. 

Among the defensive actions that of the Admiral 
Gardner, East Indiaman, commanded by John Wool- 
more, Esq. is entitled to notice:-^ 

" We sailed from St. Helena," says Captain Wool- 
more, " on the 1 5th of September, with the Lady 
Castlereagb, with whom we parted on the C?7th of No- 
vember, in lat. 6. 4. N. long, 93. 25. E, and on the 
following morning, from the mast-head, saw a ship 
bearing East, which we judged to be the Lady Castle- 
reagb, and, at twenty minutes before nine, A. M. from 
the deckysaw a sbip steering down upon us. I cleared 
ship for action, and made a private signal, but finding 
slie did not answer it, took in all my small sails, traced 
up the boarding netting, and hove to. Thirty-five 
minutes past nin« A. M. being within pistol-shot, she 
hoisted French colors, and fired a shot, which we re- 
turned with a broadside, and continued engaging un- 
til 15 min. p^st eleven, A. M. when she bore up and 
made sail to the S. S. W. Her aim was to disable our 
masts and riggingy which she accomplished ; our lower 
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masts, bowsprit, and top-mast are damaged, the main- 
top-mast I have shifted here ; several of the lower 
shrouds and top-mast rigging a good deal cut; in our 
hull we received several shot, but not materially to da- 
mage us. From the report of a Frenchman on board, 
whom I ^hipped at St. Helena, and who formerly be- 
longed to her, r learnt that she is La Jeune Adele pri- 
vateer of 3'2 guns. What damage she sustained is im- 
possible to say, but the enemy kept his vessel before the 
wind until dusk, and the next morning disappeared.*' 
Including the chief officer, Mr. Young, ten persons 
were wounded on board the Admiral Gardner, but nci*%. 
life was lost. 

Having now brought down our history to the con- 
elusion of the year 1805, we bhall here present our 
reader with a statement of the losses of the belligerent 
powers since the commencement of the war. 

FRENCH NATIONAL SHIPS , 

Lost, tcLietif or destroytd, since the Commencemait of the War, 

May 17, 1803. 
Thou to which this character (*) is ajjixed ore tm» in the Britiih tervice, 

1803,' 

L'Affronteur, (lugger) of 14 guns ; taken by the Doris, 36^ 
K. H. Pearson, in cruizing off Ushant, May. 

•La Fran^aise, (now Franchise) pierced lor 44 guns ; taken by 
the Minotaur, 74, C. J. M. Mansfield, in company with the 
Thunderer, 74, W. Bedford, and Albion, 74, J. Ferriei ; Chan- 
nel station. May !^8. 

*L'An)buscade, (formerly British) of 32 guns ; retaken by the 
Victory^ 100, S. Sutton, on her passage to Gibraltar, May 28. 

I/Impatientc (corvette) of 20 guns ; taken by the Naiad, 38, 
J. WalUs, in lat. 45 deg. 50 niin. N« long. 4 deg. 40 min. 
May 29. 
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L'Inftbordable (acbooner) and Le Commode (brig) of four goas 
each ; driven on Shore b^ the Immortality, 36, E. W. C. R. Owea^ 
in company with the Jalouse and Cruizer sloops -, and taken po^ 
session of by the boats, under a heavy fire from the batteries, &c. 
on the east side of Cape Blanc Ne«, June 14. 

VArabe> (brig) of eight guns; taken by the Maidstone^ S», 
R. H. Moubray, m^ar the Westem Islands, June 14. 

La Betiiy, (bri^j) of four guns, (pierccxi for six) ; taken and 
destroyed by the Ruhsel, 74, R. Williams, off Ushant, June 3. 

•La Colombo, (corvette) pierced for 16 guns; taken by the 
Dragon ; 74, J. Aylraer, in company with the Endymion, 44, 
Hon. C. Paget, off Ushant, June 18- 

La Venteux, (brig) of 10. guns ; boarded and taken by two 
boats'Ok La Loire, 46, F. L. Maiilaud, conducted by Licuteiuut 
F. Temple,* close under the batteries of the Isle de Bas, in tlie 
Dight of June 27. 

♦La Bacchante, of 18 guns, (pierced for 22) ; taken by the En- 
'd3'mion, 44 Hon. C. Paget, in lat. J{.7 deg. 12 min. N. long. 20 
deg. W. June 25. ; 

La Legere, (schooner) of two guns, (armed with 14 swivel^ &c) 
taken by the Alarm privateer, D. de Putron, Channel, June 28. 

La Mignonne, (corvette) of 16 guns, (pierced for 18) ; taken by 
the Ooliatli, 74, C. Brisbane, detached from the squadron under 
Commodore Bayntun, near the W. end of St. Domingo, June 28. 

Le Dart, (brig) of four guns ; taken by the Apollo, 36, J.W.T. 
Dixon, Bay of Biscay, June 29. 

La Provideftce, (schooner, 200 tons burthen) of two guns, la- 
den with heavy cannon and timber ; taken by the boats of the 
Naiad, Js. Wailis, at the cntranee of Brest harbor, July 4. 

La Creole, of 44 guns, with 530 soldiers ; taken by Commodore 
B^yntun'i squadron, near St. Domingo, July 1. 

*La Superieure, (schooner) of 12 guns ; taken by the Van- 
guard, 74, James Walker, Jamaica station, July 2. 

L'Aiguiile, (brig) of eight guns; taken by the Bellerophon, 
T4, J. Loring, Janinica station, July. - 

*La "Vigilante, (brig) of 16 guns j taken by the Hercule, 74, 
Jamaica station, July, (now SuiTisante) 

•L'Alcion, (brig) of 16 guns; taken by the N&rcissus, 36, R. 
Donelly, near Sardinia, July 9. 
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Le Lodi, (brig) of 20 gons; tftlcen at anchor, in Le'ogafic 
Roads, St. Doiiiiiigo, b^ ihe Kacoon, (brig) 18, A. Bisst II, after a 
serere engagement cf 40 niinuies, Jul^y 11. - 

•LePoisson Volant, ^schooner, now Flying Fish) of 12 guns; 
taken by the s(}nadrtn off .St. Domingo, July. 

L'Adoui, (s.s.) pierced for W guns ; taken by the Elidymion, 
44-, Hon. C. Paget, on her passage towards Iluchelort, July 16. 

• L'lnfaut Prodigue (corvette) of Id guns, (now St. Lucia) 
taken by tlie Knieraid, 36, Js. O'Brien, between St. Lucar and 
Naninique, July 21. 

Le .Duquesn<' oi "4, and *L'Oisean, of 16 guns ; taken by the 
Van.;Zuard, 74, J. Walker ; l>filerophon-74. J. Loring; and Tar- 
tar, 3t*/ J. Perkins, on tlie north side of St. Domingo^ July 25. 

•L'P'.pervier, (Lrig) of Id guns t.ken by L'Egyptienne, /50,, 
Hon. C. E. Heniing, on tlie passage between Guadaloupe and 
. L'Orieut, July 27. 

Les" Deiix Amis, (sciioojier) and L^s Trois Freres, (ditto) of 
three guns each ; taken by llie Racoon, 18, A. liissell, on the 
coa^t of Cuba, A usjust . 

Schooner (name unknown) of 2 guns ; run on shore and de- 
stroyed by ditto, on the ajue d:iy. 

La Mutuie, (briij oi ]8u;uii3; run on shore and dcsroyed, 
nftera short but spirited acuon, by ihe Racoon, 18, A Bis-eil, on 
the coast of Cuba, August 17. The Racoon had twolieutCiiants 
■ and 42 men absent at th(- time in prices. 

*Le Papiilon (corvette) of six guns, C pierced for 12) ; taken by 
the Vanguard, 74, James Walker, at at. Marc's, St. Doiuingo> 
Sept. 4. • 

Le Courier de Nantes, (schooner) of two guns; taken by tlKJ 

Vanguard, 74, James Walker, off St. Domingo, Sept. 5. 

La Sa^ese, of :^8.guns ; taken by the Theseus, 74, John Biigh, 
At Port Dauphin, St. Domiftgo, Sept. 8. 

•Le Goelan (brig) of Vi<, and *A Cutter, (now Sandwich) of 19 
guns; taken on the evacuation of Aux Cayes, St. Domingo, by 
La Pique, :?6, W. Cumberland; and Pelican, (brig) 18, H.' 
Whitby, Oct. 

La Petite Fille, (gun brig) ; La Jeune Adelc (schooner) ; ■and- 
L'Aaiiti6, (cutter, 4 giifts and 6 swivels) 6 guns each ; taken by 
the Racoon, (brig) 18, A. Bissell, October 14, Thesertt&selsotmc 

6 
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out of damberland harbor, on the coast of Cuba, having 35(J 
troops, including 80 officers of all ranks, determined to carry the 
. -Racoon by boarding ; but, after an action of nearly five hours, 
they were obliged to strike. The prisoners of La Petite Fille 
afterwards rose on the prize-master, and ran her on shore on the 
rocks — ^The enemy had 40 killed and wounded — ^The Racoon 
none. 

Le Renard, (schooner) of 12 guns ; taken by Lord Nelson's 
squadron in the Mediterraneun, November 16. 

LeVautour, (lugger) of 12 gun , (pierced for 16); taken by 
the Boadicea, 38, John Maitlaud, off Cape Finisterre, Nov. 24. 

La Bayonnnise, of 32 guns ; chased into the Bay of Cape Finis- 
terre by the' Ardent, 64, R. Winthrop,.and blown up by her own 
crew, at midnight, to prevent her being taken, Nov, 27. 

•SurveiUante, of 40 ; •Clorinde, of 40 ; •Vertu, oAo; •Cerf, 
(brig) of 12 ; Decouverte, (schooner) of six guns ; Nouvelle So- 
phie, (hired sloop) ; and Justine, (ditto) ; Surrendered, together 
with a number of tran!>port8, &c. at Cape Francois, St. Domingo, 
Nov. SO, (including above 5000 prisoners, the remains of the 
French army commanded by General Rochambeau,) to the Belle- 
rophon, 74, and the rest of the squadron under Commodore J. 
Loring. 

1804. 

^ . 

Passe par Tout, (chasse mar^e) of two guns ; taken on the Ma- 
labar coast, by the boats of the St. Fiorensco, 40, J. Bingham, 

Jan. 14. 

•Le Curieux, of 16 guns J boarded and cut out from under Fort 

£dward, Martinique, by four boats of the Centaur, 14, Commo- 
dore S. Hood, conducted by Lieutenant R. C. Reynolds, F^ru- 
ary 5, ' 

Coquette, (schooner) of two guns, (with 95 men); captured 
l^y the Stork,' (sp.)G. L. Geyt, Jamaica station, February ?4. 

Colomt>e, (cutter) of four guns; cutout from the harbor of 
Sluys, by two boats of the Cruizer and Rattler, (sps) directed by 
' Lieutenant Francis Cameron, but struck and was burnt on the 
bar in the night of March 8. 

LaTerreur, (cutter) of 10 guns ; taken by La Pique« 40, C. B. 
H. Ross, Jamaica station, March 18. 
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La Charmiej (torvette) of 20, and La Joie, (brig) of 14 guns ; 
driven aground and burnt at the entrance of Bourdcaux river, by 
I'Aigle, 36, George Wolfe, July 16. 

La Laurette, (schooner) of five guns, (pierced for 16) ; takca. 
by the Pelican^ (brig) 18, John Marshall, Janiaira station, Au- 
gust 23. 

Le Hazard, (corvette) Of 16 gnns ; taken by the Echo, (Sp) 
16, Edmund Roger, off Curacoa, October 1. 

Gracieuse, of 14 guns ; taken by the Blanche, 36, Z. Mudge, 
•ff Curacoa, October 21. * 



1805. 

La Psyche, of o6 guns ; taken. Fob. 14-, "by tire St. Fiorer.z«, 
36, H. Lambert, East Indies. Lat. 19 dcg. >!. Long. 8.3 deg. E. 
after a very spirited resistance ot three hours and a half. (Since 
lost.) 

*Ville de Milan, of 48 guns ; 'taken hy the Lcandcr; 50, John 
Talbot, on the Halifax station, February .23. The Ville de Mi- 
lan had previously taken the Cleopatra, 32, after a Jong and most 
determined resistance, which latter way. abo retaken by the Lcan- 
der. 

Schooner, ^namc unknown) u'f seven guns; sunk by the Gra- 
cieuse, .14, T. B. Smith, Jamaica station, April 9. 

L*;:jLmitie (schooner) of 14 guns ; taken, June 10, by the Blanchp, 
36, Z. Mudge, Jamaica station. 

•Didon, of 4 1. guns; taken by the Phcruix, 36, T. Baker, lat. 
43 deg. 1^ min. N. long, 12 deg. 14 mm. YV. after a mobt gallant 
action of three hours. August I0» 

Le Fauue, (corvette) of 16 guns; taken, August 15, by the 
-Gbliath, 74, 11. Barton, and Camilla, B. W. Taylor, Channel. ' 

La Torclie (corveile) of 18 guns ; taken by the Golijilh, 74, 
Jl. Barton, Channel, August 16. 

L'Acteon, of 16 guns; taken; October 3, by the Esiypticnne, 
56, Hon. C. E. Fleming, otfRochefort^ 

•Cyano, (corvette) of 2 i guns; taken, October 5, near Tobar 
go, by Ihe-Piineess Charlotte, 38, G. Tubin, and carried ii^to 
iirenada. (For.uerly Briti-sh.) 

« 
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Swiftsure, of 74 ; Fougueux, of 74; IndomptabI<*, of 84 ; Bn- 
centaurje, of80; Berwick, of 74 ; L'Aigle,of 74 ; Achilleof74; 
Hedoubtable^ of 74; and Intrepide, of 74 guns : taken. in^he 
grand victory off Cape Trafalgar, by the British fleet, under 
Vice-admirals Lord Vi^ount Nelson, and C. CoUingwood, Octo- 
ber 21.^ 

Formidable of 80 guns, (flag-ship of Rear-admiral Dumanoir,) 
pugunyTrouin, of 74 ; Mont Blanc, of 74 ; and Scipion, of 74; 
a part oi the combined fleet, which made off from the battle off 
Cape Trufalgar, October 'Z\, Taken, Novembers, after a reso* 
lute contest of three hours and a half, (in an attempt to -escape 
to Rochefort,) by Commodore Sir R. J. Strachan, in the Caesar, 
of BO guns; with the Hero, of 74, Hon. A H. Gardjier; Coura- 
geuz, of 74, Richard Lee; and Namur, of 74, ^L. W. Halsted. 
Accompanied by th^ Santa Margaritta> of 36, W. Rathborne ; 
^olus, of 32, Lord William Fitzroy ; Phoenix, of 36, Thomas 
Baker ; and Rcvolutionairc, of '3Q, H. Hotbam. 

DUTCH NATIONAL SHIPS lost, taken, or dtstroyed. 

1 803. 

De Haasje, (brig) of six guns, (pierced for 18); taken by 
t^e Caroline, 56, W. Page, near the Cape of Good Hope. Au- 
gust ^. 

♦Hippomenes, (corvette) of 10 guns ; taken at -the surrender 
of Demerara and Essequibo to the naval and military forces, un- 
der Commodores. Hood, and General Grinfield, Sept. 19. 

Serpent, (schooner) ; taken at the surrender of Berbice to 
Captain L. 0. Bl^nd, of the Heureux, 24, September 26. 

J 804. 

Drank, (schooner) of five guns; taken by the Lilly (sp,) 18, 
W. Lyall, near Bermuda, March 1, 

Antelope, of five guns : taken the 9B6 of March, at night, by 
the pinnace and cuUer of the Stork, 18, G. LeGeyt, West Inflics. 
The capture was effected by 18 seamen, commanded by Lieiite* 
nant Robetl&oa, who all conducted themselves with tjie utmost 
bravery. 
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Atalanta, (b^ig) 6f 16 guns ; taken, at anchor, in the Vlie- 
stream, by the Scorpion, (brig,) 18, G. N. Hardingc, and Bea* 
ver, (sp,) 18, Charles Pelly, in the night of March 31. 

•Proserpine, (now Amsterdam) of S'igans; ♦ Py lades (conrette) 
of 18 ; George, (schooner) of 10 ; and seven gun-boats : taken 
at the surrender of SurirMm, to the naval and military forces un- 
der Coiumudore S. Hood and Major-general Sir Charles Green, 
May 4. 

One Scboyf, No. 98, taken, and five snnk ; by Sir Sydnej- 
Smith*! squadron, between Fltishing and Ostend, May 16. 

1805. 

Sefen Schuyts ; taken> April S4, by the squadron under Rear* 
admiral Douglas, off Cape Grisnes. 

Two Gun-boats; taken, April S5, by the Archer, (gunbrig^ 
'W. Price, off Cape Grisnes. 

SPANISH SHIPS OF WAR 
Ct^ptured, ^ since the Commencemifnt of the War. in Octobefr 

;i804. 

•M^d^e, of 44 guns ; La Fama, of 36 ; and ^La Clara of 36* ;. 
taken« after a severe action, and detained, by the Indefatigable, 
4i)t Graham Moore ; Medosa> 38, John Gore ; Lively, 38, G. "EL 
Hammond ; aud Amphion, 32^ S. Sutton, off Cape St.^ Mary 
October 5. The treasure on board t^e three ships was, on a mo*' 
derate computation, at Jeftst one million sterling. The Mercedes^ 
another frigate, of 36 guits, accompanied the ships captured, but 
blew up ten minutes aftor the action commenced ; and all oa 
bpard, except 41 persons, perished. 

Matilda, (with quicksilver) of 36 guns;^ taken by the Medusa^ 
58, John Gore, off Cadiz, Nov. 

•Amfitritc, of 36 guns ; taken by the Donegal, 80, Sir R. J'. 
Strachan, Bart, off Cndiz, Nov. ?5. 

Santa Gertru^fda, (with 1,215,000 dollars, &c.) of 36 guns . 
taken by the Polyphemus, 64, John Lawford j Lively, 38, G. E. 
Hammond, in sight ; off Cape St. Mary, Dec* 7. 

a. 2 
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San Miguel, or EI FeJix, (valued at 200,0001. sterling) ; 
taken by the Lively, 38, G. £. Hammond, on the Western Ocean, 
December 7 . - * 

Mercury, (with 10,000 dollars) ; taken by the Phanix, 36, T. 
Baker, on the Western Ocean, December. 

DIdo^(with specie, &c.); taken by the Fisbgard, 58, T-<>rd M. 
R. Kerr, on the Western Ocean, Dec. 

N. S. dos Dolores, (with 200,000 dollars, &c.) taken by 
the Naiad, 38, T. S. Dundas, on the Western Ocean, Decem- 
ber. 

Infanta Carlos (corvette) of 16 guns, (with 120,000 dollars, &c.) 
taken by the Diamond, 38, T. Elphinstone, on the Western 
Ocean, December. 

1805. 

•Orqnijo, of 18 guns ; taken the 8th of Febrwiry, by the Piquft/ 
96, C. B. H. Koss, off the Havunuih. 

Xa Elisabeth, of 10 guns ; taken, the 3d of Aprlli by the Biie« 
chante, 20, Charles Dashwood* off the Havannah. 

•San Rafael, of 84 guns, and El Firma, of 74 j taken, July «3. 
in the action between Sir R. Calder's squadron and the combined 
ileets nf France and Spain, commanded by Admirals Villoneuve 
and Gravina. 

One Gon-boat No. 4; taken by the Dexterous, (guxi'brig) 14, 
I>ieut. R. Tomlinson, off Gibraltari October 11* 

San Ildefonsu, of 74 guns ; San Juan Nepomuceno^ of 74 ; Bt« 
barna, of 74', Monarca, of 74 ; San Francisco de Asis, of 74 ; 
£1 Rayo, of 100 ; Nepturto of 84; San Augustin, of 74 } San-> 
tissima Trinidada, of 136; and Argonaata, of 80; taken in the 
grand victory oif Cape Trafalgar, October 81« 

, BRITISH SHIPS lo$i, tahen, or dmrtf^cd, 

1803. 

Resistance, Honorable P. Wodehouse, of 36 guns ; lost D« 
Ca}>e St. Vincent's, early in the morning of May 31. CrcK 
saved. 
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LaMiaerve, F.J. Brentoni of 42 gnns ; ran aground in a thick 
ftFg, in the evening of July 5^j near Clierbourg>and tliere captured.- 
Grew saved, but made prisoners. 

La Seine, F. D. Milne, of^ 4^ guns ; ran aground on a sand- 
bank to the Northw&rd of the Texci, in the night of June 2.5, and- 
afterwards destroyed by fire. Crew saved. # 

Surinam, (sp,) F. R./Iucker, of 18 guns ; detained as a priie-- 
hy the Dutch at the Island of Curacoa. (lletaken.) 

Calypso, (sp,) W. Vcnuur, of 16 guns; run down and sunk«. 
with all the crew, by one of the convoy, iu'a gale, on returning: 
from Jamaica, August. 

Redbridge, (schooner) Lieutenant G. Lempriere, of 16 guns;; 
taken by a squadron of French frigates, near Toulbn, Aug. (R«-- 
taken) 

Circe, Charles Fielding, of 28 guns ; strnck on the Lemon and 
Oar, in the North Sea, when in chace of an enemy, and lost,. 
Nov. 16. Crew saved. 

Shannon, E. L. Gower, of 36 guns^ struck aground in a gal« 
and wrecked, under the batteries of Cape La Hogue, in the nigbt> 
of December 10. Crew saved, but madtt prisoners. Afterward* ^ 
destroyed b^r fire oy the boats of the Merlin, (sp.) 

Garland, F. Fred. Cotterell, of 20 guns ;. lost off. Capr FraO"^ 
cois, St. Domingo, Nov. Crew saved. 

Avenger^ (sp*) ^•^' Si^ll, of 16 guns ;. foundered off the^- 
"Wescr, December. Crew saved. 

Suifisante, (brig) F. G Healhcote, of 16 gnns ; wrecked in at 
gale off Spike Island, in Cork harbor, Dec. t.>. 

Grappler, (gun-vessel,) Lieutenant A. W. Thomas, of 12 guns;;^ 
grpundt'd on the Isles de. Choscy, . December 31, and there takem 
taken possession of, and .burnt by the. enemy, drew made;, pri-t* 
f oner 8. 

1804.. 

La Creole, F. A. Bissell, of 40 gutis', f<i>uiid*red' ott'her pas-- 
sage from Jamaica^ January. 2. ■ Crew saved < by. tbCv Cumbers- 
land, 74.. ' 

York, Henry Mitford,,of 64 .guns ; supposed to have foundered! 
in the North Sea with ail the cre-v^, in Jau, having beep. mLfnip^ 
froiu the 2^6th December, 1803. 
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Raven, (brig) F. S. Swraine, of 18 guns ; lo«t on the S. W. o# 
Sicily, Jan. 6. Crew saved. 

Porpoise, (A. S.) S. Lieutenant Fowler, of 10 guns; lost on a 
coral reef, of New South Wales, in lat. 2^ deg. 20 min. and lon^. 
155 deg. 52 iihu. E. Crew saved. 

Fearless, (gun-vessel) Lieutenant G. Fowler, of 12 guns j lost 
off Redding Point, Cawsand Bav, Februarjt 
■ Hussar, P. Wilkinson, of 38 guns ; struck on the Saintes, ii> 
the Bay of Biscay, and lost, February. Crew saved. 

Cerbere, F. Lieutenant J. Patey, of 13 guns ; missed stays anct 
lost oa the Berry Head, Torbay, February 19. (Since weighed 
up.) 

Weaze^, (brig)^ W. Layman, of 14 guiw ; driven on shore in » 
gale, near Cabritta Point, Gibraltar Bay, and went to- pieces^ 
March 1. One ratn perished. , 

W^olverhae, (sp.) H. Gordon, of 16 guns; surrendered, while 
sinking, to two French privateers, one of 36, the other of !|0 guns, 
alter an action of three quarters of an hour,. on her passage as con- 
voy towards Newfoundland,. March il. 

Magnificent, W. H. Jcrvis, of 74 guns;, wrecked near the 
Pierres Noires, or Black Rocks,, in the environs of Brest, Marcti 
%5. Ctew saved, but 86 made prisoners. 

Apollo, J. W. T. Dixon, of ;16 guns; wrecked on the 
,4K)a8t of Portugal, April 1. Captain and many o£ the crew pc- 
xished. 

Hindostan, (S.S.) JobnLc Gro9,,oC50 guns-; caught fire in the 
bold and burnt, in the Bay of Roses, Mediteirar.ean, April 2. 
live men perished^ 

Swift, (hired cutt6r) of eight guns, and 22 men. Lieutenant T» 
tM. Leake > teken by a French privateer,, of eight guns and 5&. 
men, Mediterranean,, April. Captain killed. 

Vincego, (brig) S. of 18 gyns, J. Wright; captured, during a 
4eadcalm, in Quiberon Bay, by a flotilla of gun-boats and lug- 
gers. May Jf 0» 

Lilly, (sp,) of X6 guns,. and 80 men, William €ompton ; taken 
by a French privateer, (formerly Marlborough packet) of 15. 
guns, and 140 roen, off the coast of Georgia, July li. Cap<lMi. 
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Constitution, (hired cutter) of 10 guns, Lieut, J. S. A. Den- 
lils ; sunk in action with 120 sail of the enemy's gun-boats in com- 
pany with his Majesty^s ships. Immortality, Harpy, and Adder, 
Aug. 26. Crew saved. 

De Rnyter. D (S.S.) of 64 guns. Lieutenant J. Beckct j lost 19 
the hurricane at Antigua, Sept. 3. One man perished. 

Drake, F. (sp.) of 18 guns j lost, by grounding ou a shoal, off 
Nevis, Sept. Crew saved. 

Georgiana, (A. Cut) Lieutenant Kneeshaw, (hired) goroDded m 
the mouth of the Seine with an ebb-tide, Sept. '25. set on fire and- 
destrG^ycd by the crew, who escaped. 

Komney, of 50 guns, Hon. John Colvil ; run aground, in * 
fog, on the Haaks, near the Texel, and lost, November 19. Crew 
saved. 

Venerable, of 74 guns, John Hunter ; struck on the sunken 
yocks, Torbay, and lost, November 21. Crew saved. 

Hannibal, (A. S.) of 16 guns, (hired) K. L, J. O'Connor; 
drifted- from her anchors in the Downs, and lost near Sandown* 
Castle, Nov. Crew saved. 

Conflict, (gun-vessel) of 14 guns. Lieutenant C. C. Ormsby;. 
grounded, in chase of the enemy,. Nieuport^ October 24. Crew 
sfTved. 

Duke of Clarence. (A. C) of 10 guns. Lieutenant B. N. Cle- 
ments, (hired) jstruck on a rock in chase, and lost outhe coast of 
Portugal, December. Crew saved. 

Gertrude, (schooner) of 16 guns. Lieutenant Broad, (hired) 
ran down in the Chamiel, by L'Aigle frigate, December i5. Crew 
saved. 

Starling, (gun-brig) of 14 guns. Lieutenant George Scottowe, 
went on shore near Calais, ina^fog, and destroyed, December 18# 
Crew saved. 

Tartarus, (bomb) T. Withers^ driven on Margate sands, in ». 
gale, and wrecked, December 20; Crew saved. , 

Severn, of 44 guns. Coram. Prince of Bouillon ; driven on 
sliore in a gale, and wrecked^ m Grooville Bay, Jersey, Decern* 
ber21. 

Mallard, (gun-vessel) of 14 gons ', ruQ on shore off Caiaut; andk- 
laken^ Deccniber 25, 
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Boris, of 36 gunsi P. Campbell ; struck on a sunken rock, an* 
destroyed in Quiberon Baj, in tbe night of Janimry ai. Cren^- 
saved. 

Raven, (brig) of 18 guns, William Lay^nan ; wrecked in Cadi« 
Baj,. January 29. Two of the crew lost. 

Arrow, (sloop) of 30 guns, R. B. Vincent ; and Acheron^, 
(bomb) of ^ight ditto, A. Farquhar: taken by two French fri* 
gates, and sunk, after a long. and severe contest,. Mediterranean,. 
February 4. 

- Venus, (hired cutter) Lieutenant T. Delafons , taken by a 
French squadron in the JVIediterranean, February. 

Bouncer, (gun- brig) of 14 guns. Lieutenant S. Bassan \ wreck*- 
ed off Dieppe, and>cr^wmade prisoners, February. 

Imogene, (sloop) of 18 guns,.H. Vaughan ; foundered on hec 
passage from the Leeward Islands, March 1. Crew saved. 
Redbridge, (schooner) of IS guns; lost* at Jamaica, March.. 
Hawke (sloop) of IS guns, J. I'ippet ; missing since May. 
Sea Gull, (brig) of 18 guns, H. Burke ; missing since May. 
' Woodlark, (gun-brig) of 14 guna^ Lieutenant Thomas Innes ;. 
ijirrecked off Gravelines. Crew saved.. 

Biter, (gun-brig) of 14 guns, Lieutenant G. T. Wingate^. 
wrecked on the coast of France. Crew saved. 

Fly, (sloop) of IS guns, P. B. Pellew ; lost on the Carysfort^ 
reef^ in the Gulph of Florida, March. Crew saved. 

Cyanci (sloop) of. ISgvms, Hon. C. Cadogant; taken May 12,. 
by the Honteuse and Herraione, near Martinico. 

Orestes, (sloop) of 16 guns, T. Browne ; burnt, July 17, on. 
Downs station, to prevent- her capturci after having run on a sand 
bank off Gravelines. Crew saved. 

Blanche, of 36 guns, Z. Mudge ; burnt, July 19. in the West- 
Indies, lat. SO deg. N. long. 66 deg. W. after a. most gallant, 
resistance against a French squadron, consisting of two frigatea,- 
cod two sloops. 

Plumper, (gun brig) of llgofls, LieateBantH« Garietty. ^ , taken 
•n the Jersey station, . 
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Pigmy, of 12 guns. Lieutenant W. Smith, lost offGuerase/, 
August. Crew saved. 

Teaser, (gun-Urig) of 14 guns. Lieutenant G. L. Ker; cap. 
tured. 

Althorpe, of 16 gum, (hired) Lieutenant Scott. 

Pigeon, (schooner) of four guns, J. S. Luck raft > lost off the 
Texel. 

Calcutta, of 50 guns, Daniel Woodriffe ; taken after a deter* 
mined resistance, by a French squadron,r on her passage, as Con* 
voy, from St. Helena, Sept. 

This last ship, (the particulars of whose capture wefe 
inadvertently oaiitted in the preceding pages) had un« 
der her convoy six ships homeward bound, consisting 
of the Indus, East Indiaman; three South Sea ships; 
a Swede, from China; and a Pruisiao prize. With 
these vessels Captain Woodriffe left Sf. Helena on the 
3d of August. On the Sith of Septenaber, being 
about 100 miles W. by S. of Scilly, they fell in with 
a French squadron, which had sailed from Roche* 
fort, under the command of Captain L'Allemand, and 
was composed of three sail of the line, three frigate3„ 
and a corvette. This ^uadron had taken several of 
the homeward boujExd Leeward Island fleet, which 
were in general distress for provisions, and had met 
with the addition^ calamity of contrary winds and 
blowing weather,' by which they liad been much dis« 
persed. The eiiemy, when first discovered were to 
windward, in line of battle, edging down to the Cal« 
cutta and her convoy. From their size, their ma- 
noeuvres, and h^ode of communicating by signal. Cap* 
tain Woodriffe was convinced that they must be men 
of war. He accordingly gave orders to the Indus ta 
lead the convoy, to close the ships round her, a,nd to 
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Steer S. E. shewingsa light, while he dropped astern to 
observe the motions of one of the strange ships in 
chace. In compliance with these directions, the Indus 
stood on the whole night under easy sail, keeping the 
Calcutta in view, as well as the worst sailing ships 
which crowded all the sail they could carry. At day 
light on the 26th, a large fleet was discovered astern, 
the van of which was in chase under a press of sail, 
and at half past one P. M. Captain Woodriffe made 
the signal for the fleet to disperse for safety. The 
leading frigate of the enemy^s squadron was then steer* 
ing immediately for the Indus, but when she got 
abreast of the Calcutta, Captain Woodriffe hauled up 
and opened his fire upon her. A smart engagement 
took place, and continued upwards of an hour, till 
the Calcutta had silenced and nearly sunk her oppo- 
nent. At this moment two line of battle ships,, one 
of which was a three-decker, bore down on Captain 
Woodriffe. After a running fight of six hours the 
enemy closed with the Calcutta about nine P. M. 
The courage with which she was defended, was un« 
availing ; her brave crew were compelled to yield to 
superior numbers, and at half past ten struck their 
colors. Under this raisfortuno, it was some consola-> 
tion to Captain Woodriffe to know that bis gallantry 
had secured the safety of every one of his convoy. It 
may not be improper to remark that the Calcutta, 
which was with such difliculty subdued by such a su- 
perior force, was originally an £ast ludiaman, and 
was purchased into the navy in 1795. She was only 
a fourth rate, and carried no more than 54 guns, in-* 
eluding carronades. In consec[uence of the skill and 
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bravery exhibited in this encounter, the owners and 
underwriters on the &hip and cargo of the Indus, 
agreed to raise a subscription of two pounds per cent, 
on the sums insured^ to be presented to Captain Wood* 
riffe, his officers, and crew, as a small token of their 
/ , gratitude for th« services they had rendered on this oc* 
•asioQ. 
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1806. 



Funeral of Lord Nelson — Expedition against the Cape of Good 
Hope, and taking iliat Seltlement — Engagement oif St. Do- 
mingo—Capture of the Marengo — Naval Transactions of infe- 
rior Importance. 



AliE year 1806 opened with the exhibition of a 
spectacle, worthy of the first maritime power in the 
universe, and of the greatest hero that ever wielded 
the naval thunder of Britain. The funeral of the im- 
mortal Nelson wholly occupied the attention of all 
ranks and descriptions of his grateful countrymen. A 
ceremony more magnificent, and more impressive, had 
never been witnessed in' the British metropolis. Be- 
fore we proceed to the particulars of this solemnity, 
it will be necessary to lake a rapid survey of the cir- 
cumstances which immediately preceded it. 

After the achievement which crowned the glorious 
career of the illustrious admiral, the Victory sailed with 
the British fleet to Gibraltar, where his body was em- 
balmed ; and, on the 4th of November, leftthat place 
in company with the Belleisle. On the 2d of the fol- 
lowhig month, she arrived at Portsmouth, where all 
the vessels in the harbor hoisted their cok)rs half roast 
high, out of respect to the lamented h^ro. 

The Victory had sustained so much damage in 
the engagement on the SJst of October, that she was. 
obliged to remain several days at Portsmouth to un« 
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^crgo repairs. On the i 0th she sailed for Sheeriiess, 
to which place she had been ordered to proceed for 
the purpose of being paid off, but owing to contrary 
winds it was the i7th before she could get round the 
South Foreland, 

The coffin, made out of the main-mast of UOrient, 
and presented to Lord Nelson by his friend Captain 
Hallowell, had been removed from London to the 
Nore, where it was conveyed on board the Victory. In 
this trophy of his valor the corpse of the hero was de- 
posited. It was then placed in an elm cofBn cased 
Wilh lead, and on the arrival of the Victory at Chat- 
ham, it was removed into the commissioner's yacht, 
and conveyed to Gieenwich Hospital. A magnificent 
exterior coffin was prepared, previous to the solemn 
ceremony of lying in state, which took place in the 
Painted Hall, on Sunday January the 5th, and two 
succeeding days. On the 8th, his remains were con- 
veyed by water to Whitehall, attended in procession 
by a numerous train of barges, and a great number of 
gun-boats and row-boats belonging to the River Fen* 
cibles. The body being landed, was deposited in the 
captain's room at the Admiralty. 

Early on the morning of tlie 9th, the day appointed 
for the final interment in St. Paul's cathedral, the 
whole city was in motion. The streets from the Ad- 
miralty to St. Paul's were lined with volunteers, whose 
number assembled on this occasion exceeded 20,000. 
The procession, in which were included the Prince of 
Wales and all the dukes of the blood royal, was com- 
posed, exclusive of the officers of the College of Arms, 
Heralds, &c. of more than 500 noblemen and gentle* 
men, in their carriages, besides 48 Greenwich pen- 
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sioners, and 48 seamen and niannes of tha Victory. 
The body of the g^lant admiral was conveyed to its 
final resting-place on a car constructed for the occa« 
aion. This car having a bead and stem in imitation 
of a ship, intended to represent the Victory^ was 
surmoimied with a tasteful canopy and bore various 
inscriptions allusive to the achievements of the 
hero. The procession moved from the Admiralty at 
twelve o'clock, and it was near six before the funeral 
rites were concluded. The cathedral of St. Paul, waa 
fitted up at a great expence for the occasion, and in 
the centre of that structure, immediately under the 
dome, the remains of the illustrious Nelson were de- 
posited. During the whole of this solemn ceremony, 
the greatest order prevailed throughout the metropo- 
lis ; and, as the remains of the much lamented hero 
proceeded along, every possible testimony of sorrow 
and respect was manifested by an immense con- 
course of spectators of all ranks. 

In the month of August, 1805, an expedition sailed 
from Corky consisting of three line of battle ships, se- 
veral frigates, nineteen Indiamen, and about 40 trans- 
ports, carrying upwards of 9000 troops. The naval 
department was under the diiection of Commodore Sir 
Home Popham, and the military was commanded by 
Major-general "Sir David Baird. The destination of 
this expedition was kept a profound secret. This ar- 
mament first proceeded to Madeira, and then conti- 
nued its course towards the Bay of All Souls, St. Sal- 
vador, on the coast of Branl. When it was within 
lourteen days sail of that place. Sir Home Popham 
dispatched twelve of the fastest sailing ships for the 
purpose of obtaining a supply of water and provi* 
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sions ; but on his arrival be had the mortificatioii to 
Hiid that two of these, the Britannia, ^ast Indiaman^ 
having on board a detachment of troops; and the 
King George, transport, laden with ordnance stores, 
bad been wrecked. All on board these vessels were, 
however, saved, except three persons, one of whom 
was General York of the artilleiy. 

Leaving the coast of Brazil, the armament then 
steered towards the Cape of Good Hope. On the 3d 
of January, 1806, it made Table Land, and on the 
4th, in the evening, reached the pre-concerted an- 
chorage, to the westward of Robben Island, though 
too late to do any thing but lake a superficial view of 
Blew Berg Bay, where it was proposed to laud the 
main body of the army, making, however, a demon- 
stration off Green Point, with the Leda frigate, and the 
transports containing the 24th regiment, which was 
well executed by Captain Honeyman. 

On the 5th, at three o'clock in the morning, the 
troops were put in the boats, and assembled alongside 
of the Espoir, but the surf ran so high, that a lauding 
was deemed totally impracticable, and consequently 
the troops returned to their ships ; and Sir Home Pop- 
ham, immediately accompanied the general on board ' 
the £spoir, for the purpose of ipaking a close exanii- 
^ion of the v^hole coast, from Craig's Tower to Los- 
pard Bay ; on no part of which did it appear possible 
to land a single boat without extreme danger. 

To the evil consequences Of dielay in commencing 
operations on an enemy's coast, was to be added, the 
very alarming possibility, that some reintorcement 
might arrive by oue of the various squadrons in motion 
wui.u ihey left Europe ; and therefore the g^ioi^^a^ ^^^^ 
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commodore wtre ioduced to consider, that hovever 
Jifficuit the task might be of advancing from Saldanha 
Bay, yet it was an object of very great moment to ac« 
eomplisb a safe and speedy landing for the troops ; 
and tbe instant the decision was made, the Diomede, 
with the transports of the S8th regiment^ the cavalry 
ships and a proportion of artillery, under tbe orders of 
Brigadier^general Beresfbrd, sailed for Saldanha, pre- 
ceded by Captain King, in the Espoir, having on board 
Captain Smyth of the Engineers (an officer well ac- 
qnainted with the country), with a view of seizing 
tbe post-master, and as many cattle as possible, an- 
tecedent to the arrival of tbe advanced divisions of the 
fleet. 

Soon after the Diomede weighed, tbe westerly wind 
began to abate ; and on the 6th, in the morning, tfaa 
ofikrers examining the beacb^ reported that the surf 
had considerably subsided during the night, which in- 
deed was so evident from the Diadem when she stood 
311-shore, that the commodore requested Sir David 
Burd to permit General Ferguson and Colonel Brown* 
rigg, the qnarter-master^eneral, to attend the officer 
on his second examination, that their feelings mi^t 
in some measure be balanced against those profes- 
sional men, and to satisfy the army that no measure, 
in which its safety was so intimately connected, should 
be determined on without due and proper defibera- 
iiou. 

In the mean time die Diadem, Leda, and Enconn* 
ter, were placed in a situation to render the most ef- 
fectaal assistance ; and the7l8t and 72d regiments, 
inUi two field pieces and a howitzer, ready mounted, 
in lh« boats of the Ratsonable and Belliqueux, ren* 
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dezvoused aloDgside the two former shipsy manifesting 
the most ardent desire for the signal from General 
Ferguson. At this moment, the Protector joined th« 
squadron, and Captain Rowley, who was well ac- 
quainted with the anchorage, volunteered his services 
to place her to the northward, so as to cross the fire 
of the Encounter, and more effectuaUy cover the land- 
of the troops. Captain Downman, of the Diadem, at 
the same time, went in-shore with a light transport- 
brig, drawing only six feet, to run on the beach as a, 
breakwater, if it would, in any degree facilitate thf 
debarkattoa. At half past twelve, the Encounter 
conveyed by signal General Fergusou^s opinion, that a 
kmdiug might be effected, and the joy that was mani* 
fest in the countenance of £very officer, heightened the 
characteristic ardour of the. troops, and under aa 
anxiety probably to be first on shore, induced them. 
to urge the boats to extend their line of beach, further 
than VIMS prudent,, and occasioned the loss of 'one boat 
with 35 men of the gQd reginaentL i 

Sir Home Popham^ himselfr inhis eagerness to landi 
for the purpose of a&rding. every assistance in his 
power to the troops,. wa» opsetr and nearly drownedi^ 
in a imost Uemendous sur^ whieh was breaking on the 
beach t h« bad made almetl the ksl effort to sayo 
himself, when a sailor fortunately caught him by one 
of his epauletSf and pescued him trom a- watery grave. 
The lossrof the troo^ was the nx^re iiainful, because, 
from all tba effoctaof an enemy posted on an advanta*- 
geoua lieiglit> the afuiy had only two men* wounded, in 
landing, a circumstance which fully pro ve^kow well the 
co^'-ruit^ iKSSttlt wera plaottdy and how ably their guna 
were ustMsti* 
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The surf increased considerably towards the close 
of the evening, and about eight o'clock the landing 
of any more troo{)s was stopped, but recommenced in 
the morning, when all the men and provibions which 
the general judged necessary to take, were disembarked 
without a moment's loss of time. 

Sir H<\me Popham conceiving that a detachment of 
the squadron miglit be of service at the head of the 
bay, proceeded thither, with the Leda, Encounter,- 
•nd Protector, and a division of transports, and, from 
faring occasionally over the bank, towards the Salt 
Pan, the enemy wa> obliged to move from an eJigible 
situation which he had before occupied. 

On the following morniogy the British army was dia* 
covered advancing with unparalleled rapidity over a 
heavy country, defended by a numerous train of well- 
served artillery ; and, as the ccmmodore imagined^ 
that a few fresii troops might! be applied to advantage* 
he directed Captain Dowuman to land with the ma» 
rlnes of the squadron, and two field pieces, to awail 
the arrival of Sir David Baird, at Reit Valley, who 
had meanwhile obtained a decisive victory over gene- 
ral Jansens, the Dutch governor of the Cape. 

When the army was in motion to take up ittpoai-* 
tion at Craig's tower, and while the squadron was pro- 
ceeding up the bay to anchor in the most convenient 
place ior landing the battering train, a iag of truce 
was discovered coming towards the Diadem, from the 
commandant of the town and castle ; and tlie next day 
the capitulation was accepted, and at six, a royal sa- 
lute was fired from the squadron, ou his Majesty '-s co- 
lors being once more hoisted on the castle. 
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}n the engHgement with the enemy, in which the 
army was reinforced by a body of seamen and marines, 
under the command of Captani Byng of the belli- 
queux; the loss of the Dutcrh amounted to 700 men 
killed and wounded : that of ihe English was 15 kilted, 
189 wounded, and eight missing. After the engage- 
ment. General Jausens retired into the interior with 
1200 men and *JH pieces of cannon: General Baird 
sent a detachmrnt after him, nndtr the command of 
Brigadier-general Bcresf<ir<l, who was likewise charg*' 
ed with a letter inviting him to a pacitication. After 
an ineffectual attempt at resistance, General Jansens, 
finding his men discontented and the natives hostile to 
the Dutch interest, agreed to articles of capitulation, 
by which the whole of the settlement, with -all its de« 
pendttacies, were surrendered to the British arms. Jo 
Cape Town, and the neighbouring forts, the victors 
found 456 pieces of cannon of different calibres, of 
which 113 were of brass. The only Dutch ship of 
war at the Cape, was the Bato of 64 guns, to which 
the enemy endeavored, but in vain, to set fire. 1 he 
French frigate Atalante was driven on shore and de- 
stroyed. 

A French squadron of six sail of the line,, and two 
frigates, which made its escape from Brest on the 4th 
of December, 1605, soon afterwards fell in with two 
British transports with troops from Gibraltar and 
took them. Having put the soldiers on board the 
Volontaire frigate of 46* guns and 36o men, the French 
admiral sent her forward to the Cape of Good Hope, 
not beuig apprized of the capture of that settlement. 
On tlie 4th of March the Volontaire arrived off the 
Capey and the Diadem of 6*4 guDs, thea lyiog in Table 
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Bay, having observed her at a distance, and supposing 
her an enemy, immediately hoisted Dutch colors. 
The French frigate not suspecting the stratagem, went 
in and anchored alongside the Diadem, on which the 
latter hauled down the Dutch and hoisted English co- 
lors in their place. The frigate perceived her mistake 
too late to attemj^t to escape, and being unable to con* 
tend with such a superior force, surrendered without 
firing a gun. Sir Home Fopham, on receiving intel* 
ligence that a French squadron was in -those seas, im- 
mediately made every preparation to give the enemy a 
warm reception, in case they 6lK>uld think proper to- 
attack the Cape. The English troops, to tlie number 
of 217, retaken in the Volontai re were immediately 
landed and sent to reinforce the garrison. The squa* 
dron at the Cape, consisted of the Diomede, of 50 
gauSy and two frigates, besides the Volontakre. The 
latter was manned from the other ships- and the whole 
were moored with springs on their cables under a 
battery of 32 guns, from which il was intended to^ 
fire red-hot shot, if the French squadron should 
approach to attempt hostilities* This it afterwards 
appeared was part of a fleet of eleven sail of theifine,. 
besides frigates which gol out of Bres^, en. the above* 
menlioned day, and separated into two squadrons. 
One of these, as we haVe seen, look a southern course, 
while the other proceeded^to the West Indies,, to which 
quarter we shaft now follow*^ them-. 

Accounts having been received that the Rochefort 
squadron, by which the Calcutta was taken, had oa 
their return from Tenerifie, in November, fallen in with' 
and dispersed the convoy bound to the coast of Africa ; 
Vice-Admind Sir J. T, Duckworth, then off C«diZ| in* 
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mediately proceeded in quest of tlicm, with his 
Majesty's ships of the line, Superb, Spencer, Done- 
gal, Canopusy Powerful, and Ajax. He continued 
to cruize off the Canaries for a given time ; on his 
return to Cadiz, he fell in, on Christmas day, with a 
French squadron of six sail of the line. 

This was the squadron to which the Volontaire be- 
longed, and one of the ships of which was com- 
tuanded by Jerome Buonaparte. *' It is impossible,'* 
says an officer of the Superb, '^ to describe the joy ex- 
pressed by every one on board the British ships on 
this occasion ; every individual thought himself a king, 
and expected that day to be one of the happiest 
Christmases he had ever spent/' But from the very 
bad sailing of several ships of the fleet, the enemy had 
the good fortune to escape after a cfaace ol two daysk 
VncertMB of their destination, Admiral Duckworth 
took the most effectual means to defeat their views, 
by immediately detaching the Powerful, of 7"^ guns, to 
the East Indies, with an acxrountof the number and 
strength of the enemy's squadron, and proceeded him* 
self direct to Barbadoes, following the example of the 
great and gallant Nelson, when in a similar dilemma. 
Ori his arrival ia the West Indies, he took Admiral 
Cochrane, with the Northumberland and Atlas under 
bis command, and proceeded off Martinique, in hopes of 
intercepting them. But the enemy had pursued a 
wiser policy. — They had kept well to the northward, 
and instead of spreading an alarm through the islands, 
bad proceeded byvthe nearer passage to the Day of St. 
Domingo on the south side of the island of that name, 
and where the first Rochefort squadron had, the pre- 
ceding year, succeeded in throwing in reinforcements^ 
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for their mutual support^ and engage the enemy aif 
they got up ; and a few minutes afterwards he made 
the signal for them to engage as closely as possible. 

" Just before the action began/' says an officer of 
the Superb, " Captain Keates, suspended to the 
mizen-stay a portrait of our beloved hero. Nelson. 
There it remained unhurt, but was completely cover- 
ed, as was Captain Keates himself, with the blood and 
brains of poor Brookbank, one of our boatswain's 
mates. Two or three minutes before the work of 
death began, officers hats off on the quarter-deck, our 
band plaved " God save the King;** then came, •* Q^ 
she goes ;' and next, " Nelson of the Nile" Never 
was enthusiasm greater than ours, and to it we went 
with heart and hand," 

Soon after ten o'clock, the Superb closed on the 
bow of the leading ship I/Alexandre, and commenced 
the action. The enemy had brought that ship and 
L'Imperiale togetiier, seeniingly with a view to quiet 
the fire of the English admiral in the Superb, before 
any of the other ships could come up : but in this they 
were disappointed, for the second broadside from the 
Superb did such execution on board L' Alexandre, that 
she became quite unmanageable and lost her station. 
The Imperiale was by this time within pistol shot of the 
Superb, and apparently reserving her fire for the lat- 
ter ; but in this critical moment. Admiral Cochrane, 
in the Norlhumbeland, came up, and notwithstanding 
the small distance between the Superb and L'lmperi- 
ale. he gallantly placed her between them, and received 
the wliole broadside of the largest and what was esteem- 
ed the finest ship in the French navy. Several of the 
^shot passed quite through the Northumberland into 
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the Superb. In the mean tthie the Superb, having 
given a warfn dressing to the Alexander; compelled her 
tQ sheer off, and went to the assistance of the Nor* 
thumberland, which had at one time the fire of three ' 
French ships upon her for nearly forty minutes. The 
movements of the Alexander having thrown her amoi^ 
the ke division, Rear-admiral Louis availed himself 
of that circumstance, and the rest of the British ships 
coming up, the action became general. Nothmg 
could exceed the coolness, and high state of discipline 
of our brave seamen and marines ; for though the 
enemy kept up an incessant fire upon tlicm, while 
coming into action, yet not a gun was returned till 
close aboard, when ihey opened in a style truly grand 
and terrific, llie enemy fought with great obstinacy 
for an hour and a half, when the French admiral, much 
shattered and completely beaten, hauled direct for the 
land, and not being a mile off, at twenty minutes be- 
fore noon, ran on shoi*e, having nothing hut the fore- 
mast standing, and that too fell immediately on her 
striking. The Superb being only in 17 fathoms water 
was obliged to haul oil' to avoid the same misfor- 
tune ; but not long afterwards the Diomede pushed on 
shore, near the admiral, and all her masts went by the 
board. About noon the ^hng ceased, and when the 
smoke cleared away, Le Brave, bearing a commodore's 
pendant, U Alexandre, and Le Jupiter were in the 
possession of t'^ie English. .The AtJas now approached 
L'lmperialc, tried to anchor, but the water was too 
deep, and was preparing to give the enemy a double 
shotted broadside, when the colors were lowered in 
token of submission. As that ship and the Diomede 
could not l>e got off,* they were burned two days after 

VOL. V. T 
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the action, by the command of Admiral Duckworth. 
•The loss of the conquerors amounted to 74- killed and 
254 wounded, and among the former there was not a sin- 
gle officer. The three French ships which fell into the 
bands of the English had 76o killed and wounded. 
The loss of the other two could not be correctly ascer- 
tained, but was certainly not less than as many more. 
" « When 1 contemplate,*' says the brave Duckworth, in 
his official account of this victory, ** on the result of 
this action, when 6ve sail of the line had surrendered, 
or were apparently destroyed in less than two hours, ^ 
1 cannot, though bound to 4)ay every tributeto the no- 
ble and gallant eflft)rtsof the Hon. Rear-admiral Coch- 
rane, Rear-admiral Louis, the captains, officers, sea- 
men and royal marines, under my«commaud, be vain ■ 
enough to suppose, that without the aiding band of 
Providence, such result could iiave been Effected, ^nd 
with a loss so comparatively small ; and thougli I shall 
ever sympathise with the connexions of those that fell, 
the reflection on the cause will, I hope, afford much 
^consolation. To speak individually on the conduct of 
anyone, would be injurious to all ; for all were equally 
animated with the same zealous ardor in support of 
their king and country. Yet, possessed of these feel- 
ings, I cannot be silont without injustice to the firm 
and manly support for which I was indebted to Cap- 
tain Keates, and the efl'ert that the system of disci- 
pline and good order, in which I found the Superb 
must ever produce ; and the pre-eminence of the Bri- 
tish seamen could never be more conspicuous than in 
this contest.* 

The subjoined curious anecdote of the behavior of 
m true £ngii::h game-cock during this engagement is 
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related on the authority, of an officer belonging to the 
Superb. " On the poop-deck of that ship was a large 
wooden fabric, forming an obloug hollow square, and 
50 constructed, that the upper apartments served for 
marine arms, and the lower for poultry ; now it hap- 
pened, in the very hottest of the engagement, whilst 
we were closely engaged with the three decker (rirape- 
riale) that a 42-pounder double-headed shot broke 
through this useful compound structure, destroying no 
less than 27 stand of arms, as it since appeared, and 
making terrible havoc among the featliered race ; 
splinters, bayonets, broken muskets, &c. &c. prevail- 
ed in all directions. When lo ! from the midst of this 
" confusion worse confounded,'' up sprung this gal- 
lant cock, till then ** unknown to P'ame;" and perched 
on the spanker-boom, crowing exultingly. Another 
shot cutting the boom in two close at his feet, now 
drove him from his post.- Indignantly retreating a 
few paces aft on the broken poop, again he fixed liis 
uiSLiid ; and thence, ever apd anon was heard his clar 
rion voice lo sound amid the ** din of war,*' This ap- 
pears strange, you will say, and yet it is not altoge* 
ther singular — a circumstance, nearly similar, I have 
beard, took place in the Marlborough on the memora- 
ble first of June, 1794 : I say nearly similar, because 
in that instance the bold bird was sound though not 
safe — whereas ourjittle hero was found, on examina- 
tion, to have received many severe contusions, and to 
have lost an eye, ere he extricated himself from the 
melancholy ruins of his house, tnd the sad wreck of 
his mangled messmates. Hardly had the battle ceased 
VI hen some 4of the brave men whose dangers he bad 
thus shared, introduced to our notice, with ail ear- 

T? 
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nest request to save him from the dire hand of our 
poulterer. Soon we saw him caressed by all, and deco- 
rated with rings and ribbons. Never is he to die the 
death so common to his kind — and this he seems to 
know ; for so perfectly tame is he become, that he will 
perch and crow on one's arm, feed from the hand, and 
even admit, without fear, of being fondled like the 
gentlest lap-dog." 

After the action, the water being too deep to anchor 
in the Bay of St. Domingo, it was requisite to bring 
to, with the prii?es, to lepair damages, put the ships 
" in a manageable state, and shift the prisoners, which 
took till «he afternoon of the 7th ; when the admiral 
detached the Hon. Captain Stopford in the Spencer, 
wiih the Donegal and Atlas, which latter had lost her 
bowsprit,' with the prizes to Jamaica, 

The Norhumberland» huving been fitted with a 
jury main-must, Admiral Cochrane returned t« his 
command on the windward Island station, accompa- 
nied by the Agamemnon ; and Admiral Duckworth, 
himself, proceeded to Jamaica, with the Canopus, 
Acasta, and Magicienne. The prizes, after being re- 
paired were sent to England, but Le Brave had suffer- 
ed so severely in the engagement that she foundered 
on her passage. The crew, who had been three days 
and three nights at the pumps, were all saved except 
threg. J n commemoration of this ship, however, her 
name was givfn to the Formidable, captured in No- 
vember, 1805, by Sir R. J. Strachan. 

The thanks of both houses of parliament were voted 
to the officers and men engaged in this glorious scene, 
A pension of QOOOL per annum, was voted to Vice- 
admiral Sir J. T. Duckworth, and the order of th« 
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Bath was conferred on Rear-admirals Louis and Coch- 
rane. The committe of the Patriotic Fund resolved 
to present a vase of thie value of four hundred pounds, 
ornamented with emblematical devices and an appro- 
priate inscription, tcJ the former ; vases of the value of ' 
three hundred pounds each, with appropriate inscrip- 
tions to the two latter, A sword of the value of one 
hundred pounds, or a vase of the same value, to each 
of the captains and comm'andei-s ; the sum of one hun- 
dred pounds to each of the lieutenants of his Majesty's 
navy, captains of Royal Marines, and other officers, in 
the second class of his Majesty's proclamation for the 
distribution of prize-money, who were severely wound* 
ed ; and the sum of fifty pounds to each officer of the 
srame rank slightly wounded ; the sum of fifty pounds 
to each of the officers in the tliird class, severely wound- 
ed-; and the sum of thirty pounds to each officer of 
the same rank, slightly wounded ; the sum of forty 
pounds to each of the officers in the fourth class, se- 
verely wounded ; and the sum of twenty-five pounds 
to each officer of the same rank, slightly wounded ; 
the sum of forty pounds to every seaman or marine 
whose wounds may be attended with disability or loss 
of a limb ; the sum of twenty pounds to each seamau 
or marine severely wounded ; and the sum of tea 
pounds to each seaman or marine slightly wounded ; 
and that relief should be afforded to the widows, or- 
phans, parents, and relatives, depending for support 
on the officers, petty-officers, seamen, and marines, 
who fell in the engagement, as soon as their respective 
situations should be made known to the committee. 

On the 14th of January, Admiral Sir J. Borlase 
Warren sailed from Portsmouth with a squadron of 
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seven sail of the line, two frigates, two brigs and a cut- 
ter. The gallant admiral's flag was now flying on 
board the Foudioyant, of 80 guns. He arrived oflf 
Madeira on the 15lh of the following month, and con- 
tinued cruizing for some time ofl" the Cape de Verd 
Islands. The London, of QS guns, commanded by 
Sir Harry Burrard Neale, Iseing a bad sailer was sta- 
tioned to windward of the squadron ; and about twa 
o'clock in ihe morning of the 1 3th of March, was be- 
tween two or three miles distant from tlie other ships^ 
when she observed two strange sail crossing the fleet 
on a different tack. The necessary signals were ac- 
cordingly made, and the admiral directed the squadron 
to wear likewise on the larboard tack. At day-light 
lie made the signal for a general chacc. By this time 
the London had opened her fire with the largest of the 
enemy's ships, which proved to be the Marengo, of SO. 
guns, commanded by Admiral Linois, and the Belle 
Poule, of 40 guns. The enemy endeavored to escape, 
but the London kept up a running fire upon them till 
half past seven, 'when the Amazon frigate, of 36 guns. 
Captain Parker, being the advanced ship, likewise pur- 
sued and engaged the Belle Poule, which was attempt- 
ing to bear away. 

Sir H. B. Neale having closed with his antagonist an 
obstinate conflict ensued. So well directed vras the 
£re of the London, that all the officers and men on the 
quarter-deck of the Marengo were either killed or 
wounded. In the mean time a running fight ensued 
bctV'een the Amazon and Belle Poule; Captain Par- 
ker, the commander of the former, having been obliged 
to run so far to leeward of the Marengo, to avoid the 
fire of her heavy metal, that he was unable to close 
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with his antagonist so soon as he wished. The action 
between the frigates continued nearly two hours, with- 
in muslcet-shot, the Amazon being unable to approach 
nearer. The remainder of the British squadron kept 
fast approaching. The Ramilies being a prime sailer, 
first came up with the combatants. Just as she was 
about to pass the London, the latter poured in another 
broadside which made dreadful havoc among the ene- - 
my, above twenty of whom were killed or wounded 
by that fire alone. Her brave crew then cheered the 
Ramilies as she passed; the^ latter immediately re- 
turned the compliment^ and placed herself between the 
London and the Marengo. The enemy fired but one 
shot at her in that situation, which was not returned 
by her crew, who had ordei-s not to fire till they cam^ 
within pistol shot. The French admiral perceiving 
that farther resistance would be vain, struck his colors^ . 
on which the first lieutenant of the Ramilies went on 
board and took possession of his ship. A few minutes 
afterwards the Belle Poule followed the example of the 
Marengo. In this conflict the French ships had 65 
killed, and 80 wounded ; among the latter were Ad- 
miral Linois, his son, and his first captain M. Vrig- 
naud. The London had ten killed and 18 wounded, 
and the Amazon four killed and six wounded. The 
only officer killed on board the London was Mr. W.* 
Rooke midshipman, son of Sir Giles Rooke, one of 
the judges of the Court of Common Pleas. The Ama- 
zon lost her first lieutenant, Mr. R. SeyiiiOur, and Mr. 
Prior second lieutenant of marines. After the action 
Sir J. B.Warren put into Port Praya, in the island of 
St. Jago, to refit, and after encountering a tremen- 
dous storm; iu which the Marengo lost all her fnasts^ 
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he arrived safe at Spithead with his prizes on the 14tli , 
of May. ' 

On the morning of the 29th of January, the Bruizer 
gun-brig, of 14 guns, stationed in the Downs, and 
commanded by Lieutenant Smithies, discovered a lug- 
ger hovering about, as he afterwards found, with intent 
to board. The Bruizer bearing up, she made all sail^ 
but was taken after a chace of seven hours, in which 
the crew hove most of their gun-carriages, stores, and 
• provisions, overboard. She proved to be the Im- 
promptu privateer, of Bologne, a remarkably fine ves- 
sel, with a complement of 50 men and 1 5 guns, two 
only of which were mounted. 

On the same day the gun-brig Growler, Lieutenant 
T. Nesbit, in company with the Attack, Lieutenant 
T. Swain, fell in with and captured Le Voltigeur, lug- 
ger-privateer, of St. Maloe's, pierced for 1 4 guns, but 
having only six C)-pounder8 on board with a comple- 
ment of 66 men. Having learned that another lugger, 
then in sight was also an enemy's privateer of a simi- 
lar description, nothing was left undone to come up 
with her, and after a circular chase of nine hours. 
Lieutenant Swain got alongside and captured her. She 
proved to be Le Sorcier, of St. Maloe's, with 6*0 men 
and ]4 guns, ten of which were thrown overboard 
during the chace. 

On the morning of the 2d of February the Druid 
of 32 guns, Captain Broke captured, after a chase 
of 90 miles, the French privateer, Prince Murat of 
18 gunj5 and 127 men, a coppered ship and a fast 
sailer. 

Lieutenant Usher, cruizing in the Colpoys, hired brig, 
of 16 guQ8; off the coast of Spab^ receiving informa- 
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tion tbat three Spanish gun-luggers, of two guns each| 
with soldiers, besides their crews on board, laden with 
steel and^flax, had taken shelter in the harbour of 
Avillas, under protection of a battery of six 24-pound* 
ers, determined to go into that port and cut them out, 
if possible, with his boats. On the 2 1 st of March, be- 
ing otf the above harbour, feud it beinjg calm, the Col- 
poys could make little way, but in a few hours a breeze 
springii^g up, the boats manned and armed, rowed to- 
wahls the three luggers, (who were anchored close un- 
der the battery), and the Colpoys stood in to annoy 
the battery and cover the boats. The British tars 
bravely boarded them, notwithstanding a most heavy 
fire of cannon and musquetryfrom both the battery 
and luggers; cut their cables, and brought tliem fafe 
out under the stern of the Colpoys. The Spanish sol- 
diers jumped overboard soon after the attack of our 
BeameUf and scrambled ashore on the rocks. I'he Col- 
poys was much cut in her sails and rigging. The 
boats had two men wounded, but not badly, in the 
above affair. 

The Hon. Captain Paget, commanding UEgypti- 
enne, of 40 guns, cruizing off Cape Finisterre, having 
received intelligence of a French privateer being in the 
harbour of Muros, resolved to seize the first opportu- 
nity of gaining possession of her. He accordingly 
anchored off the port, on the evening of the 8th of 
March, and sent the boats to endeavor to cut her out. 
Though she was moored close to the ijeach, and under 
the protection of two batteries, which kept up an in*« 
cessant fire, the attempt was crowned with compk te 
success. She proved to be L'Alcide 6f Bourdeaux, 
a frigate^built shipy pierced for 34 guns, only two 
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years old, and had, when last at sea, a complemeifitof 
240 men. 

Captain Lord Cochrane, of- the Pallas -frigate, of 
32. guns, attached to the squadron commanded by 
Vice-admiral Thornborough off Rochefort, received 
intelligence that several vessels were lying in the river 
Garonne. He therefore proceeded thither, and a little 
' after dark, on the evening of the 5th of April, the 
Pallas was anchored close to the shoal of Cordovan. 
About three o'clock, the national corvette, La Tapa- 
guese, of 14 long twelve-pounders and 95 men, which 
liad the guard, was boarded, carrjed, and cut out» 
about twenty miles above the shoals, within two heavy 
batteries, in spite of all resistance, by the first lieute- 
nauty Mr. 11 j«bwell, Mr. Sutherland, the master^ 
Messrs. Perkins/ Crawford, and Thompson; together 
¥rith the quarter-roasters, and such of the seamen, the 
Serjeant, and marines, as were fortunate enough tp 
ifiod place in the boats. The tide of flood ran strong 
at day-light on the 6th ; La Tapaguese made sail, a 
general alarm was given ; a sloop of war followed, 
an action continued, often within hail, till, by the 
same bravery by which the Tapaguese was carried, the 
sloop of war, which had bf en before saved by the ra- 
pidity of the current alone, after about an hour's fir- 
ing, was compelled to sheer oflf, having suffered as much 
in the hull as the Tapaguese in the rigging. 

The same njorning, while the Pallas was lying at an* 
chor, waiting for the boats which did not return till 
the morning of the pth, three ships. were observed bear- 
ing down towards her, making many signals ; they were . 
fioon perceived to be enemies. In a few minutes, the 
anchor was weighed ; and with the remainder of the 
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officers and crew, the chased, drove on shore, and 
. wrecked, one national 21-gunship, one of S2 guns, 
and La Malicieuse, a beautiful corvetle, of 18 guns; 
their masts went by the board, and they were involved 
in a sheef of spray. 

The vessels taken or destroyed in this spirited enter- 
prize, were La Tapageuse, of 14 guns and 95 men — 
taken; La Malicieuse, of 18 guns — wrecked; Impe- 
rial ship, of 24 guns — wrecked ; Imperial ship, of 22 
guns — wrecked. It must excite the highest astonish- 
ment that the whole of this business, was effected al- 
most without loss on the part of the Pallas, which had 
none killed and only three wounded. 

On the 9th of April, Captain Brace of the Virginie, 
oC 38 guns, fell in with, and captured the Spanish' 
schooner privateer, Vengador, mounting 14 guns, and 
having a complement of 82 men. 

On the 1 6th of the same month. Captain Allan, of 
the Hind revenue cutter, haviqg received information 
at Sicily, that a vessel had been captured off that Island 
by a French brig privateer, of 14 guns, immediately 
got under weigh, and proceeded to sea. On the 1 8th, 
had the satisfaction of falling in with her ; she hoisted 
. American colprs, and all6wed the Hind to approach ; 
fired a broadside and a volley of musketry ; then, with 
a crowd of sail, she attempted to get off, on her supe- 
lior sailing ; but, after a chase from nine a. m. till 
twelve, and a running fight from twelve to three, she 
struck. She proved to be LMntrepide of St. Maloe's, 
of 14 guns, eight of which had been previously put 
into the hold, Joseph Boursin commander, who, with 
two of the enemy, were killed, and two dangerously 
wounded. She had captured four vessels, one of which. 
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was afterwards retaken by the Coiifiaiice/ The Hin4 
had none killed or wounded, and sustained no other 
damage than in her sails and rigging. 

On the morning of the 2Sth of March, Captain J. 
W. Loring, in the NioBe, of 38 guns, discovered three 
French frigates and a brig standing out of L^Orient. 
He immediately gave chase, in the hope of finding aix 
opportunity to attack them separately, and at ten at 
night came up with, and took possession of the stem- 
most, the national corvette, Le Marque, of 16 guns 
and 96 men, which had sailed from L'Orient the 
same morning victualled and stored for five months. 

On the 19th of April, Lieutenant Usher, in the Col- 
poys, hired brig, standing along the French shore, be- 
tween the Glenans and Isle Groer, with the Attack in 
company, perceived two chase niarees at anchor, in 
the entrance of the river Donillan, and which, upon 
their approach, quitted their anchorage and ran up 
the river. Finding it necessary to silence a two-guQ 
battery before the boats could get to them, Lieute- 
nant Usher, landed with twelve men from each brig, 
and, after a short skirmish, got possession of, and 
nailed up the gun§, (twelve-pounders) ; he afterwarxls 
brought the vessels down the river, and destroyed the 
signal post of Donillan. The oiily damage the vessels 
sustained was having some of their standing, running, 
rigging, and sails cut 

On the 26th of the same month, as Captain Collier,' 
of the Minerva, of 36 guns, was waiting in Finisterre 
Bay for moderate weather, and the junction of his 
Majesty's gun-brig, Conflict, L eutenant J. B. Batt^ 
to cut out some small craft lying under the town, a 
French privateer lugger rounaed the Gape, and im* 
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mediately wore, and stood to sea. At eleven, p. m. 
after a chase of nearly sixty miles, she was boarded by 
Lieutenant Batt, and proved to be the French lugger 
Finisterre, of fourteen guns and fifty-two men, com- 
manded by Mons. Michel Dence. 

On the 1st of May, Captain Broke, in the Druid» 
fell in with a French brig corvette, which, after a rua 
of 160 miles, he chased into the squadron of Rear 
Admiral Stirling, where she was brought to. She 
proved to be Le Pandbur, of 1 8 guns, two of which 
were thrown overboard during the chace, and 114 
m6n, commanded by M. Malingre, capitaine de vais- 
seau, from Senegal, bound to France. 

Lord Cochrane, the gallant commander of the PaN 
las frigate, having observed that tiie French trade on 
the west coast, was kept in port, in a great measure 
by their knowledge of the exact situation of 'his Majes* 
ty's cruizers, constantly announced at the signal-posts^ 
it appeared to him to be some object, as there was nor- 
thing better in view, to endeavour to stop this prac- 
ti<:e. Accordingly the two posts at La Pointe de la 
Roche were demolished ; next, that of tialiola ; then, 
two in L'Ance de Repod, ouq of which Lieutenant 
Haswell and Mr. Hillier, the gunner, took in a neat 
style from upwards of IXK) militia. The marines ai^l 
boats' crews behaved exceedingly well; all the flags 
were brought off, and the- houses l)uilt by government, 
burnt to the ground-^On the 5th of May, the zeal of 
Lieutenant Norton of the Frisk cutter, and Lieutenant 
Gregory of the Contest gun-brig, induced them to vo« 
lunteer to flank the battery on Point d'Equilon, whila 
the Pallas attacked it by land in the rear^ but \\. ^^% 
carried at once; and one of 50 m^|V<\tf> v^^t^ vX'd.Mvsor 
VOL; r. ' u 
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ed to three 3() -pounders, was made prisoner, the -rest 
escaped. The battery was laid in ruins, guns' spiked, 
carriages burnt, barrack and magazine blown up> and 
all the shells thrown into the sea. The signal-post of 
L'Equilon, together, with the house, shared the fate 
of the gun-carriages ; the convoy got into a river be- 
yond the reach of our enterprizing tars, only three of 
whom were wounded in these attacks. , 

A few days afterwacds the same intrepid officer 

- was engaged in one of the most gallant actions perform- 
ed during the war. The Pallas being the in-shore 
look-out frigate attached to the squadron of Vice-ad- 
miral Thornborough, off Rochfort, on the evening of 
the 1 4th of May, brought a large French frigate,' of 
40 guns and upwards, to close action in the mouth of . 
the harbour, and in sight of the whole of their squa- 
dron, under the battery of L'Isle d'Aix, having pre- 
viously cannonaded a large French brig, which struck 
her Imperial colors to the Pallas. Lord Cochrane re- 
served his fire for the frigate until ihe muzzles of his 
guns touched the Frenchman's, when he discharged 

- Lis whole broadside, four shot in every gun, plump 
at him, which had the most complete effect ; the ene- 
my's fire being silenced, his decks cleared, and his 
dastardly crew to a man quitted their quarters ; the 
French captain only on the quarter-cjeck, shaking his 
sword at Lord Cochrane. Observing the situation of 
their consort, two others of the enemy's heavy frigates 
immediately slipped their cables and bore down to her 
assistance. The Pallas having lost her fore- top-mast, 
and received considerable injury in her sails and rig- 

m 

ging, by the shock, she received in coming' in contact 
with the enemy, and the frigates approaching her fast^ 
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she was reluctantly compelled to quit her well-earned 
prize, and resign the honor of adding one of the finest 
frigates in France to the list of the British navy. A 
trait in the noble conduct of the heroic commander of 
the Pal J as is worthy of remark : when the two ships 
were on board each other, his lordship skilfully order- 
ed his bower anchor to be cut away on board the 
Frenchman, to secure him ^nd tow him obt with 
the help of a spring, which was actually done. The 
enemy might judge the size of our little frigate, by the 
English anchor, (if sftame ,did not induce them to 
throw, it overboard) as the Pallas was obliged to cut 
die cable, and leave this token of possession behind 
her. In this conflict the Pallas had one man killed 
- and two wounded. The Pallas was taken in tow by 
the Kingfisher sloop, brought out to sea, and joined 
the squadron next morning. Having been supplied 
with another top-mast, &c. she was sent back to re- 
sume her station. 

The tender of the Surinam brig, mounting only font 
swivels and four musketoons, with JO men, command- 
ed by first-lieutenant Ross, was becalmed on the I7th 
of May, within two miles of Bilboa Castle; two armed 
boats, witl) 30 soldiers in each, besides' seamen, were 
sent out to capture this small vessel ; but met with 
such a noble resistance, as to sink one of the boats, 
and every person in her was either killed or wound- 
ed : which so intimidated the crew of the ether, as to 
malie her sheer off, having six men killed. Five arm- 
ed boats more were now rowing out to renew the at- 
tack, when most fortunately a breeze of wind sprung 
up, which relieved this gallant little crew from so un- 
equal a combat. The brave Lieutenant Ross, and two 
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seamen weVe wounded, A short time previous to this 
event the boats of the Surinam , had cut three Spanish 
schooners out of the harbour of Bilboa. 

Captain Collier of the Minerva, being detached by 
,Iiear-cdmiraI Harvvy, commanding a squadron off 
Cape Finistcrre, to annoy the enemy's trade along the . 
Spanish coast, near Ferrol and Vigo, aiK) having rea- 
son to bolieve tjhat there were some lugger privateers 
in Finisterre Bay, under the protection of the fort, 
dispatched, two boats on the night of the 22d of June, 
to scour the bay. From* among the volunteers for 
this service, it fell to the lot of Lieutenant Mulcaster, 
-first-lieutenant, accompanied by lieutenant Menzies, 
of the royal marines, (o command the cutter; the 
barge was directed by Lieutenant Ogle Moore. The ; 
first object of these brave officers, was the fort, 
mounting eight brass guns, twenty-four and twelve^ 
pounders, which commanded the vessels. This wais 
Corribd iu a most neat end masterly manner by the 
bayonet and pike, before the guard had either thxie 
to raise the drawbridge or discharge a IS^pounder, 
^Rpbich bad been brought to face the gate, (a fishing- 
boat having apprised them of the approach of our 
boats), part of the Spanish guard laid down their 
arms; the rest escaped. As the day began to 
dawn, and as the men were much harassed from 
a lo«)g row to the shore^ and a fatiguing march 
over a heavy sand, the party were obliged to confine 
themselves to spiking the guns, and throwing some of 
them into the sea, before they took possession of 
the vessels. These consisted of five Spanish luggers 
smd chasse marges, mostly laden with wii>e, bound to 
^ Ferrol and Corunnay which they carried off in 
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triumph, and rejoined the Minerva. This service was 
executed without a man being hurt, though thq boats 
on t^ir return, during a calm of nearly three hours, 
were exposed to the fire of a two-gun battery, from a 
hill to the southward of the town. 

On the 19th of July, the Blanche, of 38 guns, Cap* 
tain La vie, fell in off the Ferro islands, 'with LaGuer* 
riere French frigate, of 50 guns and SlZ-men, com- 
manded by M. Hubert, a member of the Legion of 
Honor. This ship was one of the three which escaped 
out of L'Orient, on the 28th of March, and steering 
in a northern direction, had proceeded towards Green- 
land, for the purpose of annoying the British ships en- 
gaged in the fisheries. In the accomplishment of this 
design they had been but too successful ; La Guerriere 
alone having taken eight of those vessels. Nt)twith- 
standiijg her great Superiority of force, the Blanche im- 
mediately brought her to action, and, after a sharp, 
contest of forty-five minutes, compelled her to -strike. 
The fire of the Blanche made great havoc among her 
crew, twenty of whom were killed and thirty wound- 
ed ; while the damages of the English vessel were con- 
fined to her top-masts, rigging, and sails; a lieute- 
nant and three marines wounded. The Blanche pro- 
ceeded with her prize to Yarmoutli. His Majesty 
conferred the honor of knighthood on Captain Lavie 
for his gallantry on this occasion. 

We shall now proceed to a survey of the operations 
in the Mediterranean, during the first part of the year 
1806. 

. Admiral Collingwood; the commander-in-chief on 
this station, having received intelligence that some 
Jb reach frigates in the port of Cadix were ready to put 
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to sea, kept the Hydra frigate and Moselle sloop close 
off tke port for the purpose of watching them narrowly. 
The squadron remained at the distance of about ten 
leagues, till, on the 25d of February, a strong Levant 
ivind came on, and drove it on the ?6th, as far^ 
to the westward as Cape St. Mary. The same 
night, at nine o'clock, the look-out ships standing ia 
shore with a strong easterly wind discovered the ene« 
my^s squadron of frigates already outside of them* 
Captain O, Mundy of the Hydra, immediately bore 
up, intending to steer on a parallel with the enemy, 
in order to watch their movements, and directed Cap* 
tain Gordon, of the Moselle, to give Lord Collingwood 
information of the circumstance. Meanwhile the 
Hydra continued to gain upon the enemy. At half 
faat two ^e had closed them considerably in conse* 
iquence of their having altered their course a point to 
the westward ; and observing one of them to be much 
astern of the rest Captain Mundy thought it might be 
jpossible to cut her off. After a chase of two hours be 
Came up with her, on which she lire^ a broadside and 
surrendered. She proved to be Le Furet, French 
man of war brig commanded by M. Demay, lieutenant 
de vaisseau, mounting 18 long nioe-pounders, but 
pierced for 20 guns, of the largest dimensions and ~ 
Stored and victualled for five months. 

A squadron was meanwhile stationed offCarthagena^ 
for the purpose of watching the Spanish force in that 
barbour. On the 3d of April, two Spanish ships of 
the line, a frigate and brig, came out of the port, 
having under their protection a few small coasters. 
Ttie ' ships of the line and frigate gave chace to the 
|leB0auii6e^ of 38 guns^ commanded by Sir Tbo^ 
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mas Livingstone, while the brigand couvoy steered 
along shore to the westward, the wind being N. E. 
Pinding that the Ilenonim^e had left the Spanish ships 
a great distance a-stern, he made sail as soon as it was 
dark for Cape de Gatte, in the liope of cutting off the 
brig* Attwoy A. M. on the 4thy he.saw the brig an- 
chor ander Fort Calleraces, distant from it about two 
cables length. When he did get up, her fire wassooQ 
silenced, and she was in his possession ; at half-past 
three, the batteries on the shore began to fire, and " 
continued doing it till he was out of their range. In 
this affair his Majesty's ship received little or no dap 
mage, and had only two mjtn wounded. The brig 
proved to be the Vigilante, belonging to his Catholic ' 
Majesty, commanded by Teniento de Navio Don Jo« 
seph Julian, mounting 18 guns, vjz. twelve 12-poundersy 
long guns, and six 24-pouuder8, shorter, with a crew 
of 109 men, and well calculated for his Majesty's 
service. She had one man killed and three wounded. 
Her main mast went oveVboard soon after he took 
possession; and the foremast was near sharing the 
same fate ; the Renomm^e, therefore, took her in tow^ 
and carried lier prize to Gibraltar. 

The French having, early in this year, driven the 
King of Naples from his throne, and reduced the whole 
of the continental possessions of that monarch, a squa- 
dron was detached by Lord Coliingwood, under the 
command of Rear-admiral Sir Sydney Smith, to annoy 
the enemy on that coast On his arrival there, at 
the latter end of April, that officer found things in the 
state that may be well imagined on the government 
being, displaced ffom its capital, wiih the loss of one of 
the two kingdoms, and the dispersion of tiie army as- 
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sembled in Calabria. He bad the satisfaction of learn* 
ing thatGaeta still held out, although as yet without 
succour, he therefore lost no time in supplyir^^ the most 
essential articles to Gaela, and communicating to his 
Serene Highness the governor (on the Breach battery', 
\vhich he never quitted) the assurance of further -sup- 
port to any extent within his power, for the mainte- 
nance of that important fortress, so long preserved by 
his intrepidity and example. Things wore a new as- 
-spect immediately on the arrival of the ammimition ; 
the redoubled fire of the enemy with red-hot shot into 
the mole (being answered with redoubled vigour) did 
not prevent the landing of every thing that was 
brought, together with four of the Excellent's low6r- 
deck guns, to answer this galling fire, which bore di- 
rectly on the landing-place. — A second convoy with 
the Intrepid, placed the garrison beyond the immedi-^ 
ate want of any thing essentia:!, and the enemy from 
advancing his nearest approaches within 250 yards, was 
reduced to the defensive in a degree, dreading one of 
those sorties, which the Prince of Hesse had already 
shewn him his garrison Was equal to, and which was 
become a much safer operation, now that the flanking 
fire of eight Neapolitan gun-boats which Sir Sydney 
bad brought with him, in addition to four his High* 
ness had already used successfully, would cover it, 
even to the rear of the enemy's trenches. Arrange- 
ments were put in train for this purpose, and, according 
to a wise suggestion of his Serene Highness, measures 
were taken for the embarkation of a small party from 
the garrison to land in the rear of the enemy's batteries 
to the northward. The British admiral confided the 
execution of the naval part of this arrangement to Cap- 
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tain Richardson, of bis Majesi/s ship Juno^.putting 
ilie Neapolitan frigate and gun-boats under his orders. 
His Serene Highness possessing the experience oC Eu- 
ropean warfare, and a most firm mind, Sir Sydney felt 
tha( he could quit the garrison without apprehension 
for its safety in such hands, and could best co-operate 
with him, by drawing Some of the attacking force qflf 
for the defence of Naples. He accordingly proceeded 
thither with the line-of-battlc ships Pompee, Excel- 
lent, Athenienne, and Intrepid. The enemy's appre- 
hension of attack occasioned them to convey some of 
the battering train from the trenches before Gaeta to 
Naples. ^The city was illuminated on account of* Jo- 
seph Buonaparte proclaiming himself King of the Two 
Sicilies Thejunction of the Eagle made five sail of 
the line, and it would have been easy for their fire to 
have interrupted this ceremony and shew of festivity, 
but Sir Sydney considered that the unfortunate in- 
habitants had evil enough on them ; that the restora- 
tion of the capital to its lawful sovereign and its fugi- 
tive inhabitants would be uo gratification if it should 
be found a heap of ruins, ashesi and bonet i and that as 
be had no force to land and keep order, in case of tiie 
French army retiring to the fortresses, he should leaye 
an opulent city a prey to the licentious part of the 
community, who would not fail to profit by the con- 
fusion the flames would occasion ; not d gun was fired : 
but no such consideration operated on his mind to pre* 
vent his dislodging the French garrison from the island 
of Capri, which, from its situation, protecting the 
coasting communication southward, was a great object 
for the enemy to keep. The admiral accordingly suAi- 
moned Lbe French Comoiaudaat to surrender « on hiA 
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non-acquiescence, he directed Captain Rowley, in the 
Eagle, to • cover the landing of marines and boat's 
crews, .and caused an attack to be made under his or- 
ders. That brave officer placed his ship judiciously, 
nor did he open his fiie till she was secured, and his 
distance marked by the eft'ect of musquetry on his 
quarter-deck, where the first -lieutenant fell wounded, 
and a seaman was, killed. An hour's fire from both 
decks ©f the Eagle (between nine and ten o'clock) 
with that of two Neapolitan mortar-boats, drove the 
enemy from the vineyards within their own walls ; the 
marines and seamen mounted the steps ; for such was 
their road, headed by the officeis, nearest to the nar- 
row p^s, by which alone they could ascend. Captain 
Staner commanding the Athenienne's marines gallantly 
pressing forward gained the heights, and the Trench 
Comntandant fell by his hand : this event being known, 
the enemy beat a parley ; a letter from the second in 
command claimed the terms ofiered, the capitulation 
was signed, and the garrison allowed to march out 
and pass over to Naples with every honor of war, after 
the interment of their former brave commander with 
due respect. The English thus became masters of this 
important post. The enemy not having been allowed 
time to bring two pieces of heavy cannon with their am- 
munition to Capri, the boat containing them, together 
with a boat loaded with timber for the construction of 
gun-boats at Castelamare, took refuge at Massa, on 
the main land opposite to the island, where the guard 
had hauled the whole upon the beach. Sir Sydney 
detached the two mortar-boats and.aGaeta privateer, 
under the orders of Lieutenants Faliverne and Rivera, 
to bring them off/ sending only Mr. Williams, midship- 
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xnan of the Pompee, from the squadron, on purpcfse 
to let the Neapolitans have the credit of the action, 
which they .fairly ot)tained ; for, after dislodging the 
enemy from a strong tower, they not only brought off 
the boats and two 3D-pounders, but the powder (50 
barrels) from the magazine of the tower, before the 
«nemy assembled in force. 

The projected borties from Gaeta, took place on the 
13th and 1 5*h of May, in the morning, in eucIi a manner 
as to reflect the highest credit on the part of the garrfson 
and naval force employed— The covering fire from the 
fleet was judiciously directed by Captains Richardson " 
and Vicuna. On the 23d, obtaining intelligence that 
the enemy had two 3G-pounders in a small vessel on 
the beach at Sealea, Sir Sydney sent the Pompee's 
boats in for them ; but the French troops were too 
well posted in the houses of the town, for them to suc- 
ceed without the cover, of the ship. He accordingly 
stood in with the Pompee ; sent a message for tl e in- 
habitants to withdraw ; which being done, a few of 
the Pompee's lower deck guns cleared the town and 
neighboring hills, while the launch, commanded by 
Lieutenant Mouraylian, with Lieutenant Oats, of the 
marines, and Mr. Williams, drove tlie French with 
their armed adherents from the guns, and took pos- 
session of the castle, and of them. Finding, on land- 
ing, that the town was tenable against any force the 
eiiemy could bring against him, from the nearest garri- 
son, in a given time, the adiiiiral took post with the 
marines ; and, under cover of their position, by the 
extreme exertions of Lieutenant Carrol, Mr. Ives, 
master, and the petty ofilcer and boats' crewsy the 
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guns were conveyed to the Pompee, with twentytw© 
barrels of powder. 

On the 17th of April, Captain Prowse, in the Sirius, 
of 36 guns, being a few leagues to the (eastward of 
Civita Vecchia, received intelligence that a French 
force was to have sailed the same moniing from that 
place for Naples. He crowded a press of sail in the 
same direction, and about four P. M, the enemy were 
seen from the mast-head near the shore. On closing 
with them, just after* sun- set, Captain Prowse had the 
satisfaction to find them in compact order of battle, 
within two leagues of the mouth of the Tiber, near a 
dangerous shoal, lying-to with resolution to await 
the attack. Their force consisted of the following ves- 
sels: 

- Sliip, La Bergcre, eighteen 12-pounders, one 30- 
pound carronade, and 189 men. 

Brig, L'Abeille, eighteen p-pounders, two 36-pound 
carronades, and \ 60 men. 

Brig, La Legere, twelve 9-pounders, 

Brig, Le Janus, twelve 9- pounders 

Bombard, La Victoire, twelve 18 and two 68'poOnd 
carronades. 

Cutter, La Gauloise, four 4-pounders, anJ one 36- 
pound carronade. 

Gun-ketch, La Jalouse, of tlie same force. 

*■ — La Gentille, ditto. 

- ■ La Provencale, ditto. 

Notwithstanding this disparity, the gallant Captain 
Prowse bore down upon the enemy, and at seven 
tTclock, being within pistol-shot, he opened a vigorous 
fire upon their ships. The engagement was long and 
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obstinate. After an incessant fire of two hours, the 
commodore of the hostile squadron, hailed the Siriiip, 
announcing his surrender. His determined resistance^ 
together with the dangers of the shore, and the crippled 
condition of the Sirjus, and the darkness of the nighty 
prevented Captain Piowse from pursuing the remain- 
der of the flotilla, though several of them were much 
disabled, and had been compelled, a short time before*- 
the commodore struck, to cease their fire and sheer 
off. The^ Bergere, the captured vessel, command- 
ed by Chaney Duolves, capitaine de fregate, and a 
itiember of the Legion of Honor, was a remarkably 
fine vessel and a good sailer* in this conflict the 
Sirius had nine killed, including Mr. William Adair» 
the master's mate and nephew of her brave com* 
mander and 20 wounded. The loss of the enemy is 
not stated. 

On the morning of the 4th of May, the boats of 
the Renomm^e and Nautilus, under the direction of 
Lieutenant Sir William Parker, of the former vessel* 
gallantly boarded, and carried the Giganta, Spanish 
schooner, of nine guns, and thirty-eight men, though 
she was lying under the guns of the town and tower of 
Vieja, and defended by the fire of more than one hun* 
dred musketry. In this affair the English had one 
midshipman and six men wounded, and the Spaniards 
nine wounded, one of them mortally. 

We now proceed to notice the principal naval oc- 
currences in the West Indies, 

Captain Dashwood, in the Franchise, of 36 guns, 
having received information from a neutral, that seve* 
ral Spanish vessels had arrived in the Bay of Cam- 
peachy, conceived it possible, from the knowledge he 
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'bad of the place,, that they might be cut out "without 
'much risk. He accordingly proceeded thither, and in 
^the evening of the 6th of January, anchored the Fran- 
chise ih quarter^Iess-four-fathoms, abreast of the town 
•ofCampeachy; and as it was inopossible, from the 
shallowness of the water, to approach nearer to the 
shore than five leagues, he dispatched tlie senior offi- 
cer, Lieutenant John Fleming, accompanied by Lieu« 
tenant P. G. Douglas, the third Lieutenant Mends, 
of the marines, and Messrs. Daly, Lamb, Chalmers, 
and Hamilton, midshipmen, in tliree boats, with or- 
ders to scour the bay, and bring off suck of the ene- 
my's vessels as they might fall in. with. But, from the 
^distance they had to row, joined to the darkness of the 
night, and the uncertainty of their position, it was four 
o'clock in the morning before they could possibly ar- 
rive, long after the rising of the moon, which unfortu- 
nately gave the enemy wuming of their approach, and 
ample time for preparation, even to the tricing up of 
'their boarding-nettings, and projecting sweeps, to pre- 
vent the boats from coining alongside ; and although 
the alarm wafe thus given from one end of the bay to 
the other, and instantly communicated to the castle 
on shore, yet nothing could damp the ardor and gal- 
lantry of the officers and crew, who had volunteered 
on thi's, (as it ultimately proved) hazardous service ; 
for that instant, two of his Catholic Majesty's brigs, 
one of 20 guns, and 180 men, the other of 12 guns, 
and 90 men, accompanied by an armed schooner of 
eight, and supported by seven gun-boats, of two guns 
each, slipped their cables, and commenced a most se- 
"vere and heavy cannonading on the three boats, which 
iQust soon have annihilated them, had not Lieutenant 
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Fleming, with great presence of miod, and urtch^ked 
ardor, most boldly dashed on, and instantly laid" the 
nearest brig on board, lie was so quickly supported 
by Lieutenant Douglas in the barge, and Mr, Lamb 
in the pinnace, that they carried her in ten minutes, • 
notwithstanding the very powerful resistance they met • 
with. The whole of this little flotilla pursued them 
for some distance, keeping up a constant firing of guns 
and musketry, which was so smartly returned both by 
the brig aiKi boats, that they soon retired to their for* 
rner position, leaving Lieutenant Fleming iu quiet pos- 
session of his prize, which proved to be the Spanish 
brig llaposa, pierced for 10, but only 12 guns mount- 
ed, exclusive of cohorns, swivels, and numerous small 
arms, with a complement of 90 men, but only 75 ao 
tvially on board ;~ the Captain, Don Joaquin de l^, 
Cheva, with the senior lieutenant, the civil officers an^, 
a boat's crew, being absent on shoie. She appearejl 
to be almost a new vessel, coppered, a good sailer, 
and admirably calculated for his Majesty's service. 
This business was perform(?d witliout the loss of a sin- 
gle man on the part of the English, and only, se- 
\<i\ slightly wounded. 'I'he enemy had 'an officer 
and fo.ur men killed, many jumped overboard and 
were drowned, and the commanding officer and .25 
wounded. The whole of these were humanely sent by 
Captain Dash wood, with a flag of truce on shore, 
where they couid receive better attendance than it wa» 
possible to atiord them on board. 

On the 17th of Te .ruary, Captain Younghusband, 
in the lleureux, of 2-* guns, fell in with the. French, 
privateer La Bellone, mounting 14 nine-pounders, and- , 
having on board 117 men, which he captured after, 
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a short cbace. The Bellone had on board 8000 dol- 
laris being her bwnei's share of a prize whieh she had 
carried into Cayenne. 

T!ie same ship <m the 8th of March, fell in with the 
French privateer Le Huron, of 1 8 guns and 1 30 men. 
As soon as the Heureux had come alongside of her, 
the enemj^ opened a smart fire, which was soon si- 
lenced, and they were compelled to strike. The cap- 
tain,' second lieutenant, and two men 'were killed and 
seven wounded. The Huron was afterwards purchased 
by * the inhabitants of the island of St. Christopher, 
and presented to government to be employed in that 
sea. Her name was i hanged to the St. Christopher. 

At day-light, on the morning of the 24th of March, 
Sir Edward Berry, in the Agamemnon, of 64 guns, " 
discovered two sail, which appeared to be a frigate in 
chace of a brig, steering large under a press of sail. 
The former he soon found to be the Carysfort, Cap- 
tain M'Kenzie, who had been in chace thirty hours, 
and by the greatest attention and perseverance kept 
sight the whole night of the enemy who manoeuvred 
in a masterly style. Finding she could not cross the 
Agamemnon, she surrendered, and proved to be the 
French national brig La Lutine, M. Crocquet Decha- 
teurs, commander, from L'Orient, bound to Marti- 
nique. She was a remarkably fine new vessel, quite , 
new, and mounted 18 guns, two of which were thrown 
overboard during the chace. She was taken into the 
^service and named the Hawke. 

On the 26th of the same month. Captain Ross, in 
La Pique of 36 guns, crossing over from Santa Domin- 
go to Curacoa, fell in with two men of war brigs 
standing in for the land. As soon. as he was within 
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long range, Captain Ross commenced firing toprevep^ 
their getting in with the shore, and from the superiof 
sailing of La Pique, he closed with them at two;*, fl^* 
when a most destructive fire ensued for about twentj 
minutes. Being favored by a flaw of wind -the heloj 
was put down, which, placed La Pique immediately 
across the hawse' of the commodore. She was instantr 
ly boarded, but every inch of her decks was dcifeoded 
with ^reat obstinacy. Tlie contest was very ^ever^ 
while it lasted, but in a few minutes the colors were 
hauled down, and after a fttw more broadsides^ her 
companion likewise struck her colors. The prize|ii 
proved to be Le Phaeton and Le Voltigeur, eadj of 
l6 guns and i£0 men. beautHtil vessels, and ojily uin^ 
months old. It was impossible for ships tobe xpoi]& 
gallantly defended, every Jthing being cut .to pieces 
and one half of their crews killed and wounded. TUe 
loss of La Pique, was nine killed, including the master, , 
and fourteen wounded ; among whom were the first 
^nd third lieutenant. The former, Lieutenant Ward, 
was for his gallantry appointed^ witli the - rank of 
commander, to the Vgltigeur, whose name was change 
«d to tl>e Pelican ; as was that of her consojt tp the 
Mignonne. 

Towards the conclusion of May, the crew .o( the 
Dominica brig, of 14? guns, stationed off the island of 
the same naiue, mutinied against iheir oflficers an^d 
carried the ship into Guadaloupe. Here she was im- 
mediately equipped by General Ernouf, and sent wit^h 
another vessel on an expedition against the shipping 
in Roseau Bay, Dominica, At the time of the mutiny 
the island was left without any immediate protec- 
tion and many very valuable sugar ships were moored 
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in the bay. On the re-appearance 6( the Domini*- 
ca, the president prevailed on the captain of the Duke 
. of Montrose packet, which just then happened to 
be at the island, to receive on board a party of 
the 46th regiment and to give chace. Meanwhile 
Captain Bluett, in the Wasp, of 18 guns, and the 
Cygnet of the same force commanded by Captain 
Campboll having received intelligence of the approach 
of the enemy, immediately went in chase of them. 
The Wasp came up with and took the cutter, whose 
name had been changed to the Napoleon, commanded 
by Vincent Gautier and having on board 73 men. The 
Duke of Montrose brought the schooner to action,, and 
after an engagement of three quarters of an hour, with- 
in mtisket and pistol shot^ the enemy struck, on the 
approach of the Cygnet. ^The schooner was named 
the Imperial nK>unting one long 9-pounder, two 2- 
pounders, and 65 men. The French General, Hor- 
tade, with a party of soldiers,, was taken on board these' 
vessels. 

On the 28th of May, -Captain Coghlan, in the Re- 
Baud, of 1 8 guns, captuised after a chace of 64* hours, 
{he French national brig, Diligent,^ commanded by 
Captain Thevenard, carrying 16 guns, and a crew of 
125 men^ charged with dispatches from Guadaloupe 
for France, which were thrown overboard during the 
ehace. 

On the North American station, Captain Hawker, 
of the Tartar, of 32 guns, in company with the Bac- 
chus cutter, fell in, on the gth of June, with the French 
corvette L'Observateur, which struck afjter a resistance 
of a few minutes. She carried 1 8 guns, though pierced 
^iUfSO^ aiiid /i04 men ; was commanded by Captain 
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.Crozier, and victualled and stored fur four monthv. 
She had sailed on the 13th of May, from Cayenne, 
in company with L'Argus corvette of 20 guns, which^ 
was directed to cruize near Bermuda. Commodore 
Beresford, the senior officer at Halifax, appointed the 
Hon. Lieutenant Crofton to act as commander of the 
prize, with officers and a complete crew, and sent her 
off Bermuda in quest of the Argus; 

Sir Samuel Hood, commanding the squadron sta« 
tioned off Rochefort, having received intelligence that 
two French corvettes, with a convoy were lying in the ^ 
entrance of the river Garonne, dispatched a boat from 
each of the line of battle ships to attempt to cut them 
out. These being joined by the three boats from the In- 
defatigable, and three from the Iris, quitted the fprmer, 
under the conduct of Lieutenant Sibly, of the Centaur, 
on the evening of tl^e 15th of July. Le Caesar the 
largest corvette, of 1 8 guns, and 86 men, was boarded 
and carried in a style highly honorable to the national 
character, after a severe conflict ; th^ Frenchmen be- 
ing in every respect well prepared and expecting the 
attack. Thewesteni breeze springing up after the boatg 
left the Indefatigable, and blowing stronger as they 
advanced proved truly perplexing; for it was the only 
circumstance that could have prevented the whole 
convoy from falling into the hands of the bold assail- 
ants. They took advantage o^it, on the first attack,, 
made sail, and escaped before the wind and tide up 
the Garonne. The greater part of the boats were 
either shot through or so badly stove that they were 
swarpped and obliged to be cut adrift from the brig. 
From the unfavorable state of the wind and tide, the 
boat belonging to the Revenge, witlk a midsbipmaa 
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had on board a company of Spanish infantry. * Cap- 
tain Stiles carried his prize to the Cape, 

Subjoined is an accurate statement of the force of 
Uie British navy at the end of July ! 8C)6 : 
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS 



OF 



DISTINGUISHED NAVAL OFFICERS. 



Conformably to the practice adopted in the 
preceding volumes, we shall now present the reader 
with some biographical particulars relative to those 
officers, who have especially distinguished themselves 
in the period embraced by this last portion of ournaval 
history. 

VICE-ADMIRAL LORDCOLLINGWOOD, 

Cuthbert Collingwood was born at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, of which his parents were respectable, thoujgh ^ 
not opulent inhabitants, x He manifested, at a very 
early age, an inclination for a maritime life, and after - 
some years' education at the grammar-school, pndcr 
the care of the Rev. Mr. Moises, he entered, in 17^N 
into the service under the protection of his maternal 
uncle, Captain (afterwards Admiral,) Braithwaite, 
who had, at that time, the command of the Shannon 
frigate. With that officer he served several years. In 
I'G^ he was a midshipman in the Gibraltar, and from 
37<^7 to 177^9 master's mate in the Liverpool. From 
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the latter he was removed into the Lenox, Captain 
(now Admiral) Roddam whose connection with, and 
regard for the family, led him to take both Cuthbert 
and his brother Wilfred under his protection, and to 
interest himself in their promotion. By him likewise 
Mr. Collingwood was recommended to Vice-admiral 
Graves, and afterwards to Vice-admiral Sir Peter Par- 
ker. 

The early prospects of Mr. Collingwood, were far 
from brilliant. He had been thirteen vears in the ser- 
vice without promotion, when, in 1774, he went in the 
Preston, under the command of Vice-admiral Graves 
to America, and was, the following year, promoted to 
the rank of fourth lieutenant in the Somerset, on the 
day of the battle of Bunker's Plill, whither he \vas 
sen& with a party of seamen to supply the army with 
necessaries for the service. In 1776 he was sent to 
Jamaica in the Hermit sloop, and soon afterwards the 
Lowestofie came to the same station, of which the late 
Lord Nelson was at that time second lieutenant. 
With that officer Lieutenant Collingwood had before 
been in the habits of great friendship, and it is deserv- 
ing of remark that whenever the one advanced a step 
in rank, the other succeeded to the station which his 
friend had quitted ; first in , the Lowestofie, in which 
upon the promotion of Lieutenant Nelson into the Bris- 
tol, the flag-ship of Vice-admiral Sir Peter Parker ; 
«nd when the former was promoted in 1783 from the 
Badger to the rank of post captain in the Hinchin- 
brooke. Lieutenant Collingwood was made master and 
commander in the Badger, and again on his promotion 
to a larger sliip the latter was made post into the Hin« 
chinbrooke* 
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In that ship Captain Collingwood was employed ia 
1780, in an expedition to the Spanish main, up the 
river San Jiian. The unheal thiness of the climate soonr 
generated contagiou?i disorders, and in the space Of 
four months swept away 1 80 out of 200 men compos* 
ing the crew of the Hinchinbrooke. The strength of 
his constitution, enabled Captain Collingwood to resist 
tnany attacks, and in August he quitted a station 
itefaich had proved equally fatal to the other ships that 
Were employed. In December, of th^ same year, be 
Was appointed to the command of the Pelican, of 24 
guns, but his continuance in that ship was not of long 
duration, for, on the }st of August, J78r, she was 
wrecked upon the Morant Key during the dreadful 
hurricane which proved so destructive to the West fii* 
dia islands in general. The crew were however savej, 
€LS well as their commander. 

It was not long before an opportunity presented it* 
self to resume his station in the service of his countrv. 
He was appointed next to the command of the Samp* 
son, of 64 guns, in which ship he served till the peace 
of 1783, when she was paid off, and he was appoint- 
ed to the Mediator, and sent to the West Indies,', 
where he again met his friend Nelson, who at that 
time commanded the Boreas frigate upon the same 
station. The friendship which subsisted between these 
two young men, who were hereafter to make so con- 
spicuous a figure upon the great theatre of naval glory, 
appears from the letters which were written during 
this period by the latter, to his friend Captain Locker, 
In one of these, dated on board the Boreas, Septem- 
ber 24, \7Sif he says, ••'Collingwood is at Grenada, 
which is a great losff to me, for there is nobody I can 

VOL. V. If 
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make a confidant of/* , In another, dated November 
23, " Collingwood desires 1119 to say he will write you 
soon such a letter that you will think it a history of the 
West Indies. What an amiable good man he is 1" Off 
^Martinique, March 5, J 786, he writes, " This station 
has not been over pleasant ; had it not been for Colling- 
wood. it would have been the most disagreeable 1 ever 
saw." In this ship, and upon this station, he remained 
until the latter end of 1786, when, upon his return to 
England, the ship being paid off, he took the opportu- 
nity to visit his native county, and renew hisacquain-. 
tH.nce with his family and friends, from whom he had 
been so long separated. 

In thi§ retirement, after a service of five- and- twenty 
years, he continued to enjoy himself in Northumber- 
land until the year 179^> when on the .expected rup- 
'ture with Spain, he was again called into employ in the 
"armament then fitting out, and appointed to tlie Mer- 
maid, of 32 guns, under the command of Admiral 
Cornish, in the West Indies : but the dispute being ad- 
justed without hostilities, and no prospect of immedi- 
ate employment again at sea appearing, he pnce more 
returned to his native county, and in this interval of 
repose formed a connexion with a lad^ of great per- 
sonal merit, and of a family highly respectable. Jhe 
lady whom he married was Sarah, the eldest of the two 
daughters of John Erasmus Blackett, Esq. one of the 
aldermen of Newcastle. By this lady he has two 
daughters; the elder, Sarah, thirteen years of a^e ; 
and Mary Patience, the younger, twelve : both living 
'with their mother, at Morpeth, the place of his lord- 
fthip's. residence, during the short intervals oT repose 
which he has been suffered to enjoy. 
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On the breaking dut of the war with France in 1793# 
Captain Collingwood was calkd to the command of the 
Pjince, bearing the flag of Admiral Bowyer, with 
whom he served in that ship, and afterw » ds in the 
' Biirfleur, until the engagement of the 1st of June, 
1/5)1'. In this action he distinguished himself with 
great bravery, and the ship which he commanded is 
known to have had her full share in the glory of that 
day ; though it 'was the source of some painful feelings 
at the moment in the Captain's own njind, that no no- 
tice was taken of his services upon this occasion, nor 
his name once mentioiied in the ofTicial dispatches ol 
Lord Howe to the Admiralty. 

Rear -admiral Bo wyer^s flag, in consequence of his 
tonorable woufid in that (hiy's action, no longer flying 
on board the Barfleur, Captain Collingwood was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Hector, on the 7.th o( 
August, \79^f ;mi(T afterwards to the Excellent, In 
which he was employed in the blockade of Toulon, and 
in this ship he had the honor to acquire fresh laurels ia 
the brilliant victory off the Cape of St. Vincent, on the* 
14th of Ftbruary, 1797, In this day's engagement, 
which will stand pre-erpinent among the many occa- 
sions on which the British flag has maintained its wont^ 
ed superiority, in spite of numbers, rate, or weight of 
metal, the Excellent took a distinguiblied part. To 
the penetrating genius, the quick discernment, the en- 
terprising spirit, andnever-failhig resources of a Nel- 
son, combining with the rare and matchless power of 
his mind, the most active personal exertions, with the 
consummate skill of the most able and experienced 
commander, the daring hardihood of a common sea- 
n»an > not the public only, but the comp^ions ai:4- 

V 2. 
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witnesses of his intrepidity and skill, have always as- 
cribed the successful monoeuvre by which filtecn ships 
c>f inferior force, were enabled to dispute the day with 
twenty-seven of the Spanish line, and seven of the first 
rate ; and not only to contend,^ but to carry off four of 
them as the prizes and triumphs of their superior gal- 
lantry and skilL What the brave Nelson did upon this 
occasion is too-well known to be here recounted ; but 
while we contemplate with astonislmient what he ef- 
feetecf by his wonderful genius, and the actual services- 
of bis own ship„ we do not forgel the obligations whiclv. 
tbeir country owes to every man who bore a part in a 
contest perhaps the most unequal, and a victory, all 
circumstances considered, the most extraordinary, that 
OUT naval history can furnish. So well did the Hero- 
of the Nile know Captain Collingwood's value, that 
when the ship which he commanded came up to his^ 
assistance, he exclaimed, with great joy and confidence 
in the talents and bravery of her captain, " See here- ^ 
comes the Excellent, which is as good as two added to 
bur number." And the support which hp in particular 
T^cerved from this ship, he gratefully acknowledged iji|^ 
the following laconic note of thanks : 

" Drar CotUugwood ! A friend in netd ts a friend indeed,** 

Captain Colliugwood harl not the good fortune to be 
placed in a station where apy further opportunity was 
jtiTorded to display his talents during the remainder of - 
the war. He continued in the conmiand of the Excel- 
Jent, under tfee flag of Lord St. Vincent, till 17.99, 
when his ship was paid off; and on the Hth of Febru- 
ary, in the same year, on the promotion of llag-ufficers, 
^e w^ raised to the rank of Rcur-udmiral of the. 
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White : and on tlje 12th of May following, hoisted his 
flag on board the Triumph, one of the sliips under the 
command of Lord Bridport on the Channel station, in 
.the month of June, 1 800, he shifted his flag to the Bar- 
fleur, on the same station ; and, in 1801, was pro- 
moted to the rank of Rear-admiral of the lied, in which 
ship, and upon the same service, he continued to the 
end of the war, without any opportunity of doing more 
than effectually blockading the enemy's fleet in their 
own port, a service not less important to the honor^ • 
tlie interest, and the security of the nation, than those* 
more brilliant achievements which dazzle the eye of the 
pubhc, which counts only upon victories, and estimates 
the talents and services of our naval her'oes, rather by ' 
their good fortune tlian by their merits. 

The Barfleur, among others, returned to Spilhead- 
on the 6th of May, 1802, and Rear-admiral Colling- 
"wood had now an opportunity to visit his family and 
friends in Northumberland. But here it wa&not to be 
expected that he could long remain. Not one short 
year had elapsed,. when the King's message to parlia- 
ment (March 8, 1803,)' announced the appearance of 
a new war; and, on the commencement of hostilities, 
AdmiralCollingwood was again called into service. On- 
the promotion of' Admirals, on the l23d ofApril, 1 804, 
be was made Vice-admiral of the Blue, and resumed' 
his former station off Brest* The close blockade which 
Admiral CornwalHs kept up requiring a cn^nstant suc- 
cession of ships, the vice-admiral shifted bis flag fronri . 
sliip to ship as occasion required, > by uhich be 'was air- 
ways upon his station in a ship fit lor service, witliout- 
the necessity of quitting it and returning to port for 
victualling or repairs, here be remained; p.atiently 
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enduring with bis brave conrniander-in-cbief, and bis 
squadron, ^11 tbe hardships of war without the honor, 
till he was called in May, 1805, to ^ mor« active ser- 
vice, having been detached with a reinforcement of 
ships to the blockading fleet off Ferrol and Cadiz. 
Here the opportunity was presented for the exercise of 
much skill and talent,, to effect the object with a force . 
so inadequate to the service, that it seems almost in- 
credible that he should have been able to succeed in 
blocking up the French and Spanish fleets as he at one 
time did, off Cadiz, with only four sail under his com- 
mand. On t^e return of Lord Nelson, in the month 
of September, he resumed the command, and Vice- 
-admiral CoUingwood was his second ; and the com* 
mander-iu-chief knew that he should be well seconded, 
in such a character. His conduct in the Royal Sove- 
reign, in the decisive engagement of Trafalgar and 
subsequent to the action, when the chief command of 
the British fleet devolved upon him is already circum- 
stantially described in the early part of this volume,, 
to which we likewise refer for the account of the ho^ 
nors and- rewards bestowed upon him, for his services,, 
by his grateful country. 



■^— •■ 



REAR-ADMIRAL THE EARL OF NORTHESK. 

THIS nobleman, the thirds son of George Ear! ofi 
t^orth^sk, who attained to the rank of Admiral of 
ike White, was born about the year 1 76o, Being early 
destined for the sea-service, he embarked in the year 
177 1 9- with tbc honorable Captain Barrington^ in the 



:i. 



OR. REGISTER OF KAVAL ACtlO^S. 



S4«r 



Albion. He next served with Captain Macbride in 
the Southampton, and Captain pouglae in the Squir- 
rel ; was made acting lieutenant iu the Norwich, and .. 
confirmed by Lord Howe, in l777» i»to the Apollo. 
He afteiwards served with Admiral Sir John Lockhart 
Ross, and Lord Rodney. He was a lieutenant in the" 
flag-ship of the latter, in the action of the 18th of April. 
1780; immediately after which event,, he was pro- / 
moted to the Blast fire-ship with the. Tank of com- 
mander. In April, 17^2, he was advanced to be post* 
captain, and was appointed to th« Eustaiius, in which 
he assisted in the reduction of the island of the same 
name. From that ship he was removed to tl;e Enter- 
prize frigate, and returned in her to England, where 
he was paid off at the peace of 1783. 

In J 788, on the death of his elder brother, he suc- 
ceeded him "as Lord Rosehill, and in 171^0, was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Heroine, of 32 guna,. 
at the time of the equipment of a force to act against 
Russia, but was paid off when t^e apprehension of a. 
war with that power subsided. 

On the decease of hisfather,. in 1792, his lordship 
succeeded to the title and estate. In January, 1792,. 
he commissioned the Beauliea, of 40 guns, and went 
to the Leeward Islands, whence he returned with con^ 
voy in the Andromeda, which was soon afterwards pu|. 
out of commission. 

In 1796, Lord. Northesk was elected one of the six- 
teen representatives of the peeir^ge of Scotland, ia tbfi 
British parliament. He was,, in the same year, ap-- 
pointed to the command of the Monmouth»,of 64 guris,^ 
and employed under the late Lord Dimcan in the Norths 
Sea; until the mutinous spirit which originated in the 
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Channel fleet unfortunately communicated to tliafi* 
-squadron. The Monmouth was one of the ships that 
vfere carried* by their crews to the Nore. Gnthis oc- 
casion, Lord Northesk, after having suifered a con-- 
fii^enient of several days, was selected by the commit- 
tee of delegates, as an officer whose character, as O' 
friend to the seamen was universally acknowledged, to- 
present a letter to the King containing a statement 
of their alledged grievances. The particulars of this- 
commission and its result are detailed in Vol. IV. ~ 
g. 66. 

When the trials of the mutineers were finished, Lord. 
Northesk resigned the command of the Monmouth, and 
remained ifnemployed till the year '800, when he was* 
appointed to the Prince, of QH guns, in the Channel 
. fleet, under the Earl of St. Vincent. In this ship he 
continued till the peace of 1802, when he again retired 
from active service, and was, in ihe same year, re-elect- 
ed one of the sixteen peers of Scotland. 

On the renewal of hostilities with France, in 1803, 
Lord Northesk was among the foremost to make a tender 
of his services, and immediately received an appoint- 
ment to the Britannia, of 1 00 guns. In this ship lie serv- 
ed in the Channel, under the Hon. Admiral Cornwallis,. 
till May, 1 804", when he was promoted to the rank of 
Rear-admiral of the White. He accordingly hoisted 
his flag in the same ship, and was engaged in the ar- 
duous blockade off" Brest, during the trying and tem- 
pestuous winter of 1804 ; and, until the month of Au- 
gust in the following year, when he was detached with, 
n squadron under Sir Robert Calder, to reinforce Vice- 
admiral Colli ugwood, off Cadiz« 
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In the glorious battle of Trafalgar, the Britanniar 
bearing Lord Nortbesk's flag, bad a distinguished 
share in the acbieveuient of the victory. Previous to ' 
the engagement the commander-in-chief had directed 
that the Britannia^ in consequence of her heavy rate of 
sailing, should constantly taike a position- to wind waul 
of him : on the morning of the memorable 21st of Oc- 
tober, he ordered by signal,, that she should assuoDfe a 
station as most convenient, without regard to the order 
of battle ;. and afterwards sent verbal directions to 
- Lord Northesk, by Captain Prowse, of the Sirius, 
to break through the enemy's line astern of the four* 
teenth ship* How well this ovder was executed, we- 
have already recorded in the proper place; but the 
reader will not be displeased with the foUowing lines 
on the achievements of the Britannia, from the poem 
entitled. The Battle of Trafalgar, by Dr. Halloran, 
late chaplain and secretary to. Lord. Northesk. After 
. describing the conduct of (he Victory,. Temeraufe^ ami 
iNeptunei the author proceeds :•—— 

Nor loii Britannia from each blaiing •!(]«». 

On the fierce foe her mistily thuuders pliod ; 

On hertaU matt brave Northesk ■ Aug uprear'di. 

An angry meteor to their view appear'd ; 

Whose sanguine cross, unfuri'd by 2^(;(>hyr's breathy, 

OlarM on their fleet destruction, bi(u>d »nd death I 

High on her deck her nol)Iechietiain stood 

T^ guide her progress through ihe scene of blood ; 

While valiant Bullen prc>s d with martial fire, 

Uis zeal to second aud her crew inspire; 

£acli emulous to lead her on to fame. 

And prove her worthy of her glorious name ! 

Now, bursting through the centre of the foes, 

Qii either side such storms of shot she throwd^. 
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Dismay, confnsion seize their scatt'ring fleet, 
Who urge on terror's wings their swift retreat. 
Yet from the torrent of incessant fire. 
With headlong speed wliile numerous foes retire, 
The mighty Bacentaure dismasted lay^r 
And to the victors fell a sinking prey ; 
While o'er her stern the crew a signal wav'd 
And from their gen'rons ioe forbearance crav'd. 

The conduct of Lord Northesk wa* iK)t less mcrito-^ 
rious after than it had been during the engagement. 
His zeal and promptitude in securing the captured 
ships \vere exceeded only by his humanity in preserv-r 
ing the lives of their wretched crews. When the order 
was given to destroy the prizes after the British sea- 
men were removed, though urgent signals were . re- 
peatedly made to hasten their destruction, his lord- 
ship would not suffer L'Intrepide, tlie nearest of the 
captured vessels to the Britannia^ Ao be scuttled 
and burned, till his boats, with mfinite hazard to 
the lives of his brave beamen, had removed all the- 
vounded and the whole of her surviving crew from the^ 
devoted prize. The honors conferred on Lord Nor» 
thesk as the recompence of bis gallantry have already 
]been recited. 

It is a trait highly honorable to the professional cha* 
racter of his lordship, that though he is a strenuoua^ 
supporter of the discipline of the service, he is so 
averse to the exercise of unnecessary rigor, that,, when 
a private captain, he has been known to devote hours 
together to the patient investigation of facts, before he 
would suffer punishment to be inflicted. 1 he natural 
consequence is, that he is much beloved both- by his- 
officers and men, to whom he is as much endeared by 
this strict impartiality ^ as by his general affability aucL 
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and friendly disposition. It is like^vise worthy of re- 
mark, that his lordship is particularly attentive to pro- 
^mote, among his crew, a taste for rational amuse- 
ment. During the blockade of Cadiz, previous to the 
annihilation of the combined fleet, the officers of the 
Britannia frequently diverted themselves with the per- 
formance of theatrical entertainments, which his lord- 
ship, with his usual condescension and good nature, 
honored with his presence. 

In private liie no man can be more fortunate than 
the Earl of Northesk, who possesses the warmest es- 
teem of his friends and the fondest affection of his fa- 
mily. In the year 1787, he married Miss llicketts, 
niece of the Earl of St. Vincent, by whom he has a 
family (»f two sons and four daughters. His eldest son. 
Lord Rosehill, emulating the example of his noble 
progenitors, has entered into the naval service ; and 
to judge, from his early disposition and talents, we may 
\enture to indulge the pleasing hope that he will live 
to add new honors to the noble houses of Northesk and 
St. Vincent. 



CAPTAIN GEORGE DUFF. 

THIS officer, born in 17^4, was the son of the 
late James Duff, Esq. of Banff, a near relation of the 
Earl of Fife. Few persons have manifested a more 
early predilection for any particular profession than did 
young Duff for the navy. When only a boy, he was so 
bent on going to sea, though contrary to the inclina- 
tion of his father, that, at the age of nine years he at- 
tempted to escape by concealing himself oa board a 

3 
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small mepcbftot-vessel, in which he actually sailed to 
a neighboring port. The master, finding him on boaixi) 
sent him back to bis father, who, perceiving the im^ 
policy of opposing his son's inclination, prudently eon* 
tsented to his entering into the roy&l navy. He waa 
immediately rated in a ship of war, and two years after- 
wards was sent to johi that experienced officer, his 
gratid-uncle, Commodore DufF, whose flag was then 
flying on board the Panther, of 6() guns, at Gibraltar, 
where he commanded. Before he had completed bis. 
sixteenth year, he had been in thirteen engagements 
in the Mediterranean and West Indies, and, in conte- 
qucnce of his gallantry, was ut that early age made a 
lieutenant in 1779. He assisted at the beginning of 
the ensuing year, in the capture of the Spanish admiral 
Langara and bis squadron of five sail of the line off 
Cadiz, from which station he proceeded with Sir George 
Rodney's fleet to the West Indies. He was one of the 
lieutenants of the Montague, of 74 guns, which in Oc- 
tober, 1786, was blown by a tremendous hurricane, 
out of St. Lucia, totally dismasted and in the greatest 
danger of being lost. His exertions on this occasion 
were very conspicuous, and, by the falling of one of 
the masts he unfortunately received a contusion on his 
right leg, the effects of which he felt, and sometimes 
severely, during the rest of his life. 

Lieutenant Duff continued to serve in the Montague 
in thevariwus encounters in the West Indies, between 
the British and French fleets, till the glorious 12th of 
April, 17S2, procused the conquerors some relaxation. 
Being acquainted with Ca'ptain Dirom, adjutant-gene- 
ral of Jamaica, he was by him iinroduced to the go- 
vernor) Major-general Ciuupbell, and by the latter to^ 
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Sir George Rodney, who was no sooner made ac« 
quainted with the professional merit of the youthful 
heroy than he placed him on his list for promotion* 
This flattering introduction was, however, -productive 
of no farther advantage to Lieutenant Duff; as the 
commander-in-chief soon afterwards reti/rned home, 
having been recalled before the news of his splendid 
victory reached England. 

In 1784, Mr. Duff was first lieutenant of the Camilla 

I 

sloop, commanded by Captain Hutt, which conveyed 
General Campbell with his family and suite to Europe. 
It was not long before the Camilla returned to Jamaica, 
where Lieutenant Duff served in different ships. 
Among others he was first lieutenant of the Europa, 
of 50 guns, when Captain (now rear-admiVal) Vashon, 
was appointed to that ship, who found her crew in sruch 
an excellent state of discipline, as gained Lieutenant 
Duff the esteem both of his captain and commodore 
(now Admiral Lord) Gardner, who, at that time, 
commanded 09 the Jamaica station. The precarious 
. state of his health and the alarming apprehension of 
the wound in his leg, which had broken out afresh, 
rendered it absolutely necessary for him to return in 
1787, to England. 

In 1790, Lieutenant Duff, then employed upoa 
home service, was recommended by the Duke and 
Duchess of Gordon, in the handsomest and strongest 
manner, to the protection of Mr. Dundas, since created 
Viscount Melville, who then tilled the office of trea- 
' surer of the navy, and who, on being made acquainted 
with the services of Lieutenant Duff, was pleased to 
prefer his claims in such terms to the Board of Admt- 
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ralty, that he was immediately appointed captain and 
commander of the JMartln, sloop of war, on the Scotch 
station. Soon after his promotion, Captain Duff mar- 
ried Miss Sophia Dirora, second daughter of Alex- 
ander Dirom, Esq. of Muiresk, to whom he had been 
from childhood attached, and fixed the residence of his 
family in Edinburgh. 

At the Commencement of the last war, in the be- 
ginning of 1793, the same influence was again exerted 
for Captain Duff's farther promotion, when he was one 
oifa very few masters and commanders who were ap- 
pointed post captains by the Earl of Chatham, to whom 
indeed he had the honor of being personally known ia 
the passage to and at Gibraltar, during the former 
war. At his lordship's desire, Captain Duff relin- 
quished the command of a frigate then fitting out for 
him, in which at that period of the war, he would pro- 
bably have made his fortune, in order to accompany 
an expedition to the West Indies, as captain of the 
Duke, of 90 guns, bearing the flag of the Hon. Com- 
modore Murray. This ship led the attack of the bat- 
teries at Marcinico, and, at the close of the action, 
after the silencing the battery to which she had heen 
opposed, the powder magazine had just been secured, 
when she was struck by lightning, her main-mast shi- 
vered to pieces, and her hull so damaged, that it was 
necessary to send her home to be repaired. 

The farther attack upon Martinico having been de- 
^ferred, the commodore returned to England in the, 
Duke. He expriased Ihe highest esteem for Captain 
Di\ff, and reported his conduct to havf; be«n so meri- 
torious, that he was immediately appointed to the com- 
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mand of the Ambuscade frigate, of 32 guus, and two 
years afterwards, to the Glenmore, of 38 guns, ia 
tliese ships he served in the North Seas, and upon the 
coast of Ireland, till 1801, when, upon a general pro- 
motion in the navy, he was appointed to the Vengeance, 
of 74 guns, belonging to the Chaimel fleet. 

This ship, after having been detached to the Baltic, 
to reinforce the fleet that attacked Copenhagen, be- 
came one of tlie squadron under Rear-admiral Camp- 
bell, which, after cruizing some time off Rochefort, 
was sent to Bantry Bay for the protection of that part 
of Ireland. Upon this station they continued till the 
signature of the preliminaries of peace, when, instead 
of returning to their homes, to which, after so long a 
war, the ofiicers and men anxiously looked forv/ard, 
they were ordered to Jamaica, to watch the movements 
of the armament sent from France to the island of St. 
Domingo. 

Captain Duff" had no opportunity, in the course oi 
the last war, either of farther signalizing himsflf, or 
of materially improving his fortune ; but he was always 
active and vigilant, and, though strict in discipline^ 
had the happiness of being respected and bciovcd by 
the ofiicers and men of every ship which was under his 
command. On the trials at Portsmouth, it_ came out 
in evidence, that, when the ringleaders of the mutiny^ 
which arose in the squad roii in Bantry Bay,- sounded 
the crew of the Vengeance, they found them so attach- 
ed to their captain, that the)^ could not be moved. 
'J'hat bhip, there is reason to believe, was the only one 
hi which no mutinous spirit broke out; and upon the 
squadron coming to Portsmouth, previous to their 
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sailing for the West Indies, her crew was indulged with 
leave to come on sliore by turns, while all the others 
were confined to their ships. 

Not more than eighteen months had elapsed, aftei^ 
Captain Duffhad returned frora^he West Indies to the 
bosom of his family and friends, when the present war 
broke out. He again solicited employment ; and a 
general invasion of the united kingdom being threaten- 
ed by the French and their allies, he, .in the mean 
time, without pay or emolument, assisted the general 
and staff officers in examining the coaits of the Frith 
of Forth, with which he was well acquainted, and in 
making arrangements for its defence. His steady pa- 
tron the Duke of Gordon, and his son the Marquis of 
Huntly, seconded his application to be again called in- 
to active service ; and the Earl of Moira, by whom 
he had been appointed to the command of a divisiorv 
of the craft which had been voluntarily offered for the 
defence of the Frith of Forth, generously and unsoli- 
cited wrote to the Earl of St. Vincent, then first lord 
of the admiralty, in his behalf. 

Upon the general promotion in tiie navy, which 
took place in April, 1804', Captain Duff was appointed 
to the command of the Mars, of 7-^ gV'ns, and imme- 
diately proceeded to join lier off' Ferrol. He cruized 
c If that- port, and successively off Rochfort and Brest, 
as one of the Channel fleet, till, in May, 1805,* he was 
detached to Cadiz, under Vice-admirarColIingwood, 
whose small squadron 'of four ships of the line continu- 
ed to keep their station off that port, unawed by the 
arrival of the combined fleet. 

Vice-admiral Lord Nelson, having, in the end of 
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September, returned from Euglaod to resume the comr 
mand upon that 5tation, made a disposition of liis. in* 
creased force in two divisions, one of which was to be 
led by himself, and the other by Vice-admiral Colling- 
wood. Rear-admiral Louis having been detached to 
the Mediterranean with seven sail of the hue, Captain 
Duff had the honor, upon his departure, though there 
were senior captains in the fleet, to be appointed com- 
modore of the advanced squadron of four sail of the 
line, by the recommendation, no doubt, of Vice- 
admiral Cullingwood, who selected the Mars to be 
. second to himself in his division of the fleet. 

The squadron commanded by Captain Duff was sta*; 
tioned about midway, between the British frigates 
cruizing close to the harbor of Cadiz, and the rest o£ 
the fleet which kept out of sight of the port. Fron> 
the time the enemy's ships began to come out on th& 
19th of October, he was almost constantly employed 
in repeating signals from the frigates to the fleet. He 
followed them the whole of. the 20th, but on the me- 
morable morning of the 21st, when it was certain- that 
the combined fl«et could not escape, the signal was- 
made for his squadron to return and to take their 
places in the order of battle. The signal was then made 
for tlie Mars to lead the lee-division of the British heet 
and to break the enemy's line. Captain Duff, know- 
ing that his ship was a bad sailer, ordered every stitch 
of canvas to be immediately set,, and while-ljearing 
down upon the enemy, he went through his ship to see 
that every thing was ready for action. Among other* 
directions which he gave to his oflicers and men, he 
strictly enjoined them not to waste their £re, as he 
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%70u1d take care to lay them close enough to the ene- 
my. The Mars, notwithstanding every exertion of 
her brave commander, was passed by the Royal Sove- 
reign and the Belleisle, both of which were in action 
lifew minutes before her. 

The wind which had been light, now became still 
more uncertain ; the rest of the ships were prevented 
from closing with the enemy, so that the few which 
vere first engaged had to sustain a most severe conflict. 
Among these, the Mars had a French ship on each 
side of her ; a Spanish fixst rate lay on her bow, and 
a fourth ship was'within range of shot. The Fougueox 
wrhich was on her starboard quarter was soon disabled, 
and her colors being shot away, she was supposed to 
have struck. The captain of marines, on the poop, 
perceiving that the Fougueux, in dropping to leeward, 
was getting into a position which would enable her to 
rake the-Mars, and that she was preparing to do so, 
wentdbwn to the quarter-deck to mention it to Cap* 
ttifi- Duff. The want of wind rendered it impossible 
to alter the position of the Mars, nor could it have 
been attempted with safety in regard to the situation 
of <he other hostile ships. On receiving the above in- 
formation, the gallant Duff asked, ** Do you think our 
guns would bear on her ?" — ** I think not," replied the 
captain of marines, ** but I cannot see for the smoke.*' 
** Then," replied the comniander, " we must point 
our guns at the ships on which they can bear. I shall 
go and look ; but the men below see better, as there will 
be less smoke." Captain DufFthen went to the end of 
the quarter to look over the side, on which he told his 
aid de camp to go below, and oraer the guns to b% 
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pointed more aft,, meaning against the Fougueux. He 
had scarcely given this direction, when the Fougueux 
raked; a cannon shot killed Captain Duff and two sea-^ 
men who were immediately behind him. The balk 
struck the captain on the breast and carried off his 
head ; the body fell on the gang- way, where it was 
covered with a spare color, a union-jack, till the action 
was over. 

The Mars continued engaged during the whole of 
the action, frequently with fresh ships ; but from none 
did she suffer so severely as from the Fougueux, whicb 
continued to drift to leeward, till she was taken by the 
Temeraire. When the battle had ceased and it wa* 
known in the Mars that her gallant captain had fallen, 
there was scarcely a dry'eye among her crew. All 
felt that they had lost a friend and benefactor ; all ex- 
claimed, •• We shall never again have such a com- 
mander l" 

Captain Duff was a man of fine stature, strong and 
well made, above six feet in height, and had a manly, 
open, benevolent countenance. During thirty years* 
service, he had not been four years unemployed. Al- 
though he went early to s^, he lost no opportunity of 
improving himself in the theory, as well as in the prac-- 
tice of his profession, and acted the part of instructor 
and father to the numerous young men who were under 
his command. By his wife he had five children, of 
whom, a boy and two girls remain, together with their 
disconsolate mother, to mourn their father's death.' 
His son thirteen years of age, had joined him as a mid- 
shipman on the Ipth of September ; and eoon afler his 
arrival on board the Mars, wrote exultingly to his mo- 
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that ^ip he procee<led with his uncle, who had suo 
needed to the chief command, to America and conse- 
quently bor« a part in i\\e skirmish with De Grasse off 
the Chesapeak. The fleet returned . to the West In- 
dies in December, 1781 , and in February the following 
year Captain Hood was lemoved to the Champion fri- 
gate. In the glorious operations in this quarter in the 
early part of 1782, our young officer took as active a 
part as the size of his ship would permit. After the 
glorious victory of the 12th of April he was detached 
by Admiral Rodney, who had returned from Englanci, 
and resumed the chief command, with a division of 
the fleet under . the orders of his uncle, to pursue the 
flying enemy. The admiral (as is related in Vol. HI. 
P* 97 -) came up with part of them on the 19lh, took 
the Cato and Jason, of 64 guns each, the Aimable, of 
32 guns, and retook the Ceres sloop of 1 8, which struck 
to the Champioli. Ou this occasion Captain Hood 
displayed a degree of zeal and exertion tliat did him 
infinite credit, and aftbrded a promise of what might 
be expected when an opportunity offered for perform* 
ing more distinguished service. 

The prisoners who fell into the hands of Captain 
Hood were treated with a degree of humanity and at- 
tention truly worthy of a Britibh officer, and which 
laid the foundation of a friendship between one of the 
^ younger branches of a noble French family and Cap- 

tain Hood, highly creditable to the latter. His prize, 
the Ceres, was commanded by the Baron de Parry, 
nephew of the JVlarquis de Vandreuil commander of 
the Fjench fleet at St. Domingo. In the general d'»- 
position of the prisoners, the Baron had been st- nt with 
\k the convoy for Europe, but S'w Samuel Hood be- 
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ihg informed of the relationship between him and 
the commander of the enemy's sqnadroni with that 
generous humanity which ever distinguishes the brave, 
he immediately dispatxihed a frigate after the convoy 
for the purpose of restoring the baron to his uncle, 
who gratefully acknowledged the obligation in a letter," 
in which he says among other things : " My nephetr 
speaks continually with the warmest aflection of youf 
relation, Captain Hood, to whom he surrendered, and 
considers himself under the greatest obligations to that 
gallant young officer for the affable and generous man* 
nrer in which he was treated by him." 

Soon after the arrival of the fleet at Port Royal 
Captain Hood was appointed to the command of one 
of the captured vessels, the' Aimable, of 32 guns, und 
in her he remained till the termination of the war. 
On the ratification of the peace he returned to Europe, 
and the Aimable was paid oflf at Chatham in July, 
1783. Not long after this, at the invitation of the 
Vandreuil family, who -were anxious to testify their gra- 
titude for the generous treatment received by the 
Baron de Parry, Captain Hood went to France, and 
p.^ased bome time in the enjoyments of elegant hospi- 
tality with that noble family. On his return to Eng- 
land, he married Miss Periam, of Wootton, in Somer- 
setshire, and spent several years in the tranquil enjoy- 
ment of domestic society, to which, from th% m^ildnes* 
of his manners and the kindness of his disposition he 
was peculiarly adapted. 

From these bcenes of calm delight Captain Hood was 
called forth in 1790, by the appearance of a rupture 
with Spain. He was appointed to the Hebe frigate^ 
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and continued to cominand her till she "was paid otf 
in March, 1792, oiv which he again returned for a 
short interval to taste the sweets of domestic feHcity. 
In 1 1^*^^ on the commencement of the war with France, 
Captain Hood was re-appointed to the Hebe, in which 
ship.he continued actively employed till July IZP*^ 
when lie was promoted to the Audacious, of 74 guns. 
About a year afterwards ill health compelled him re- 
luctantly to resign his ship that he might prolong a life 
destined to be sacrificed in the service of his coun- 
try. 

On the re-establishment of his health, Captain Hood 
again cheerfully came forward and was appointed, in 
January, 1797» to the Ville de Paris, from which he 
was, in the ensuing month, removed to the Mars, one 
of the Channel fleet, under the command of his rela- 
tive, Lord Bridport. It was in this ship that, as has 
been relalred in Vol. IV. p. 122, the gallant Captain 
Hood fell in the action with L'Hercule, of 74 guns. 
We shall not repeat the particulars of this action, but 
may be permitted to observe, that among the nume- 
rous instances, of skill and gallantry displayed by our 
naval heroes, pone will be found more characteristic of 
the cool intrepidity and persevering bravery that has 
ever distinguished British seamen. Had the enem^^'s 
ship been under way, superior seamanship would have 
aided the captain of the Mars ; but L'Hercule was an- 
chored waiting for the attack, with the advantage of 
being on her own coast, in a difficult and dangerous 
passage, a dark night and adverse current. In this 
situation the British captain hesitated not a moment; 
ivben nautical skill could not avail him, he trusted to 
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)>er$tonal bravery, laid his ship alongside the enemy, 
and fought hand to hand, determined that valor alouft 
should decide the contest. 

Some circumstances are related, on respectable au- 
thority, as having attended t])e death of Captain Hoody 
ivhich render his fate still more to be lamented. Th« 
enemy, we are informed, hailed the Mars, saying thejp 
. had struck. Captain Hood, anxious to prevent the 
farther effusion of blood, ordered the firing to cease ; 
it was renewed, by accident, as it is supposed, on the 
part of the. enemy. ' In this latter part o; the conflict 
Captain Hood fell, and was carried below. When he 
recovered his recollection, he expressed considerable 
regret at having been moved from his post ; and the 
duty he owed to his country was his last thought. 
Rome would have commemorated the action by a sta* 
tjae ; but, in vain we look among the monuments which 
the gratitude of the country has raised to her heroes, 
for one to the honor of Captain Hood ; nor do we find 
in the records of office any display of attention to his 
family. We mean not to accuse our country of ingra- 
titude ; for in no period of our history has tlie genero- 
sity of the English nation to its brave defenders been 
more conspicuous : but the meed of valor ought to be 
distributed with an equal hand ; reward should be the 
certain consequence of desert ; and the man who hor 
oourably dies in the defence of his country should 
liave, unsolicited, a trophy to perpetuate his fame. 

Captain Hood left two children, a son and a daugh- 
ter. His widow who resides at Wooton, in Somer- 
setshire, has erected a neat monument over his re- 
mains in the churchyard of that pari»h| and the /ol« 
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/lowing inscription is the effusion of conjugal affee^ 
lion : 

Sacred to the Memory of 

ALEXANDER HOOD, Esq. 

Captain in the Royal Navy; 

Who sailed round the World with that justly celebrated 

Circumnavigator 

CAPTAIN COOK, ' 

In the Year 1774. 

He devoted his life to the service of his country which 
was engaged in a war with France sinqe the year . 
179^9 and being appointed to the. command of the 
Mars, a 74-gun ship, was killed on the 21st of 
April, 179^9 ^t the close of a successful ac- , 
tion with the French . ship L'iiercule, in 
the 40th year of his age ; leaving a \vi* 
dow and two children to deplore - ^ 

the loss of a most affectionate 
husband and parent. 



Britannia^ when this hhmble' stone yon see, 
Tliink on this hero, whe has bled for thee ! 
Hbconqu'ring arm Herculean* force subdu'd, 
And, crown'd with laurels, death he ^lUiling vicw*d. 
Then let the crystal tear bedew tliine eye. 
And grateful heave the tributary sigh. 
That ill the bilent chamber of the grave. 
Thy favorite sleeps, lamented Hood, the brave ! 



Alluding to the name of the captured ship L' Hercule, 
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With respect to Sir Samuel Hood, whose recent 
achieveiDent has shed additional histre on a name al* 
ready immortalized in the annals of the British navy; 
we regret that we have not been able to procure any 
authentic particulars of the early part of his profes* 
sional career. In th« year J 79* we find him com* 
mandiug the Juno, of 32 guns, on the Jamaica station, 
and displaying a noble exajnple of that humanity and 
intrepidity by which British seamen are so eminently 
distinguished. The circumstance to which we allude is 
related in Vol. III. p. 201 . On his return from the Wt^t 
Indies, he served in the same ship, after the commence. 
Dnent of the war with France, under his illustrious re- 
lative, Lord Hood, in the Mediterranean. Towarda 
the end of- J 7yi3, he extricated bimgelfbyhis courage 
and address from a very daugerous situation, having 
entered tlie port of Toulon, aker the evacuation of tba 
place by the English. The account of his escape will 
be found in Vol. III. p. 244. Captain Hood waa 
afcer wards engaged in the reduction of Corsica, and 
in particular displayed great bravery in cannonading 
the tower of Mortello, in conjunction with Captaiu 
Yoimg of the Fortitude. 

Having been promoted to the command of the Zea^ 
lous of 7 ^ guns, one of the ships sent out to rf»inforce 
the Earl of Su Vincent, after his splendid victory over 
the Spwnish fleet in 1797* Captain Hood was directed 
by hisloidship to place himself undc^r the orders of Rear-- 
admiral Nelson, lo whom he bad given the command of 
a force destined to act against the island of Teneriffe. 
The conduct of Captain Hood on this occasion basalt- 
ready been fully detscribed in Vol. IV. p. 97 * 
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On the failure ofthis attempt, Captain Hood, rejoin" 
ed the commander-in-chief, off Cadiz. On the return 
of Admiral Nelson from England, in I7^^» the Zealous 
was one of the ships dispatched by Lord St. Vincent, 
under the command of that enterprising officer to 
watch the motions of the French fleet that was thea 
equipping at Toulon. The proceedings of the British 
squadron, and the conduct of Captain Hood in the 
glorious engagement of Aboukir, are circumstantially 
relaied in Vol. IV. p. 140-146. It may not, however, 
be improper to add one circumstance which has^ not 
been noticed in the narrative. Previous to the attack 
on the French line, the admiral hailed Captain Hood, 
to enquire, if he thought there was a sufficient depth 
of water for our ships, between the enenjy and the 
shore. Captain Hood said he did not know, but, with 
the admiral's permission, he would lead in and try. 
The Goliath, however, being the fastest sailer, and 
having the start, first gained the post of honor. When 
the victorious admiral left the bay of Aboukir, on -the 
18th of AugUbt, he left Captain Hood with four sail 
of the line and two frigates to blcxrk up the port of 
Alexandria and to intercept any supplies which might 
be sent to the French army. 

in the year 1799> we find Captain Hood engaged 
in the expulsion of tlie French from the Neapolitan 
territory, and from an official letter of Lord NeUon 
it appears, that he was landed from the squadron with 
a detachment to garrison Castel Nuovo and to keep 
good order in Naples, which, in the words of his lord- 
ship, was at that time an arduous task. This was, 
however^ executed by Captain Hood with such ability 
that the admiral immediately afterwards adds, '' No 
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fXLpltAl is now more qgiet than Naples*" For Lis zoal 
and good .conduct ou this occasion, the King of Naples 
conferred on him, with the approbation of his own so-* 
vereign, the rank of a commander of the Order of St. 
Ferdinand and Merit, 

On his return to England from the MediterraneaOf 
Captain Hood was removed to the Courageux, a fine 
Dew ship, of 74 guns, in which he joined the Channel 
iieet, then commanded bj the Earl of St. Vincent. la 
.consequence of the general promotion of flag-officers on 
the 1st of January, 1801, he was removed to the Ve- 
nerable of 74 guns, and was succeeded in the command 
of his former ship by the late Captain George Duff. 
In the month of June. Captain Hood was sent to rein* 
force Uie squadron under the orders of Sir James Sau« 
marez, off Cadiz. In the action which took place be- 
tween this squadron and the Combined French and 
Spanish force under Linois the intrepidity of Captain 
Hood was pre-eminently conspicuous. See Vol. IV. 
p. 265. " The highest praise," says Sir James Sau« 
marez, in his letter to the admiralty on this occasion^ 
** is due to Captain Hood, the officers, and men of the 
Venerable, for their spirit and gallantry in the action." 
The best illustration of his merit will be found in th« 
account of the action between the Venerable and For- 
midable,^ transmited by himself to his commander* It 
was as follows : — 

• 

** His Majesty s SJiip Venerable^ 

" at Sea, i3tk July. 
« Sir, 

" You must have observed my giving chase to an 
enemy's liue-of- battle bhip at day- break lhii> morning. 

2a3 ♦ 
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At seven she hoisted French colors, and I could per- 
I ceive her to he an 80-gun ship ; at half past, being 
vrithin point-blank shot, the enemy commenced firing 
his stern-chase guns, which I did not return for fear 
of retarding our progress, until the liglit and baffling 
airs threw the two ships broadside>to, within musket- 
shot, when a steady and warm conflict was kept up for 
an hour and a half, and we had closed within pistol* 
Ahot, the enemy principally directing his fire to our 
masts and rigging. I had the misfortune to perceive 
the main-mast to fall overboard, the fore an(i mizen- 
mast nearly in the same state, and since gone, the 
ship being near the shore, close to the castle of Sancti 
Petri, the enemy escaped. It was with much difficulty 
I w.as enabled to get the Venerable off, her cables and 
anchors all disabled, and it was only by the great ex- 
ertions of the Thames, with the boats you sent me, 
she was saved, after being on shore some time. I shall 
have no occasion to comment on the bravery of fhe 
officers and ships company in this action, who had, 
with much patience and perseverance, suffered great 
fatigue by their exertions to get the ship to sea, and 
not five hundred men able to go to quarters ; but I 
beg leave to add, I have been most ably supported by 
Lieutenant Lillicrap, second of the Venerable, (first 
absent) all the other officers and men, who have my 
warme'^t recommendation, and have to lament the loss 
of Mr. Williams, master, an excellent officer, with 
many other valuable people killed and wounded, a list 
of whom I have the honour to ibclp^e* 

" 1 am, &c, 

"S.HOOBU'* 
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According to the list to which the gallant captain 
alludes, the Venerable had 1 8 killed and 87' wounded. 
The suspension of hostilities a few months after- 
wards put a period, for a time, to the professionajl ex- 
ertions of Captain Hood. On their re-commencement, 
in 180:3, he was appointed cominander-iii-chief on the 
Leeward Island station, with the rank of commodore, 
and hoisted his broad pendant on board the Centaur, 
of 74 guns. On his arrival there he concerted mea- 
sures with Lieu tenant- gent;ral Griufield, for the re- 
duction of the enemy's colonics, and St. Lucia was the 
first conquest achieved by their united exertions. 
They then directed' their arms against the island of 
Tobago, and on its reduction, proceeded to the Dutch 
colonies of Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice, which 
surrendered without making any resistance. 

An expedition was planned against Surinam, and 
in April 1804, the gallant commodore proceeded to 
that colony with a squadron of small ships of war and 
transports, having on boa!;d nearly 2000 troops com- 
manded by Major-general Sir Charles Green. The 
governor, after a short resistance, acceded to terms of 
capitulation with the British commanders. The Pro- 
serpine, of .12 guns, and the Pylades corvette, of 1 8 
were among tie naval trciphies of this conquest. 

For these services Commodore Hood ^as honored 
by his sovereign with the Order of the Bath, in Octo- 
ber, 1804- ; and about the same time married at Bar- 
badoes, the Hon. Miss M'Kenzie, daughter of Lord 
Seaforth, governor of that island. 

It was not till May, 1805, that the favor conferred 

by his Majesty reached the gnllant commodore. On 

, Ihai day he was invested witb the Order of tbe Bath, 
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at Antigua, by Lord Lavington, Ibe governdf. After 
the ceremony his lordship addressed biia in Ibe &>U 
lowibg words : — ' 

" Commodore Sir Samuel Itood, 

" After the honor which you have this day re- 
ceived by command of his Majesty, no eulogy from 
roe of those services which h>ve so meritoriously ob- 
tained it, can enhance its value, or deserve your ac- 
ceptance. But I cannot repress the expression of my 
owngrati6cation, in being delegated by my sovereign 
to administer a mark of his royal favor to a gallant offi- 
cer, the very name of whose family occurs in no page of 
our naval history without circumstances of celebrity 
and distinction* There wants no herald to proclaim 
the well-known, well-earned reputation of the two 
chiefs of it, who are now enjoying an honorable repose 
from danger and fatigue, under the shade of . those 
honors which the services of their past Uves have so 
eminently merited. But your nearest and ever to be 
lamented relative has secured to himself a place iu the 
Temple of Fame, paramount to all the rank and titles 
which princes can confer, and which the King of kings 
alone can bestow — the glory of sealing with his bloody 
in the arms of victory, a life spent in, and devoted to, 
the service of his king and country. May this period 
of renown, if ever it be destined for you, although'the 
ultimate ambition of patriots and of heroes, be far, Aur 
distant, for the sake of that country, for the sake of 
every object which is dear to you — May your conduct, 
of which the harbor of Toulon and the bay of Abou- 
kir were witnesses, be only the presage of your /uture 
trophies^ aad itiU more splendid achievemenis i And 
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fhay you, in tbe mean time^ after a safe and prospe- 
r6us voyage, experience that auspicious reception from 
our gracious sovereign, which the best of masters will 
feel it to be due to a brave and faithful servant !'* 

On this occasion Sir Samuel received the congratu- 
lations of the inhabitants of the islands where he bad 
commanded ; accompanied with their thanks for the 
able manner in which be had provided for their in* 
terests. These testimonies could not /ail to be ex- 
tremely gratifying to his mind, and ihey are so honora- 
ble' to his character that we cannot forbear to introduce 
one or two extracts. The letter transmitted to him 
from the inhabitants of the Virgin Islands, says ; *' The 
enemy's ships of war and privateers have repeatedly 
learned, from mortifying experience, that their mo^ 
formidable garrisons and batteries could afford them 
little or no protection from your boats, though placed 
almost in contact with them. The predatory squadron 
of Rochfort, possessed of so decided a superiority, have 
been greatly checked in their designs, not daring to 
detach itself, fearful of being cut off by your little 
squadron. The recollection of the Juno at Toulon, 
and of the Zc:alous at Aboukir, would convince this 
flying enemy that what naval skill could project, or 
valor possibly perform, they would have to encounter/* 
In the address oi the gentlemen deputed to convey 
to the gallant commodore the sentiments of the Board 
of Council for Antigua, we find this passage : ** We 
are desired at the same time to express to you the 
high sense which the board entertains of your spirited 
conduct in keeping the seas with your very small squa- 
dron, during the many weeks that the naval strength 
•f the enemy was so vastly superior to you ; and to 
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assure you that we have felt very sincerely for tbie 
mortification which a gallant and brave mind, like 
yours, must have experienced at your inability, with 
any regard to prudr'nce, to seek and engage the ene- 
my/' 

With these pleasing testimonials, Sir Samuel quitted 
the station where he had commanded with such honor, 
and returned, in the month of June, 1805, to England, ' 
where he soon afterwards received the appointment 
of colonel of the Woolwich division of Roval Marines. 

At the beginning of the year 1806, Sir Samuel 
Hood was appointed to his former ship, the Centaur, 
and was dispatched with a small squadron, with di* 
reclions to take his station off Rochefort. Here he had 
remained some months when he received orders to re- 
turn to England, for the purpose of being sent on fo- 
reigri service, and nothing prevented his immediate 
compliance but the want of an officer, to whom to re- 
sign his command. While he was thus waiting the 
arrival of a successor, fortune, which had never placed 
him in any station without enabling him to add to his 
fame, afforded him an opportunity of snatching a fevr 
laurels before he quitted his post. The particulars of 
this affair, transmitted by Sir Samuel Hood, to- Sir 
•Charles Cotton, then commanding the fleet off Brest, 
during the absence of the Earl of St. Vincent^ are at 
follow :— 

*' Centaur^ at Sea, Sept. 1806. 
" Sir, 

Yesterday morning, about one o'clock, T had 
the good fortune of falling ui with a S(iuadron of the 
^eiay,t staiKiing to the westward ^ \k^ s^uadroa'ua* 
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der my orders being ihen on the larboard tack, stretch- 
ing in for Ciiasseron light-house, six or seven leagues 
/roEDu«, the Revenue to windward aiui the Monarch 
to leeward, on the louk-out, the latter ship first lOciki* 
ing th' signal for un enemy, when I soon discovered 
seveo sail to leeward of me, and considering them, in 
part, line-pf-batile ships, the signal was made to form 
the line, and shortly alter 1 observed thtm bearing up, 
.snaking all SHit, and running to the S. S. W. The 
Bigoal was instantly made for a general ciiace, and 
the Monarch, from her position and ^ood sail ug, was 
enabled to keep nearly within gun-shot, a mile and a 
balf, or little more^ a- head of the Centaur, and the 
Mars on the starboard-bow. At day-li^ht we made 
ihem qut five large French frigates and two corvettes^ 
one of which bearing a broad pendant ; at iive th^ 
Monarch fired a few chase shot; and at six the weather- 
fifiost frigate haulrd more to the westward, in pursuit 
Df which I dispatched the Mars ; and one frigate with 
ihe two corvettes, edged away to the south-east, the 
jemaining three frigates keeping in close order, indl- 
Ciiting the intention of supporting each other. AtjEi 
quarter pa^t ten the Monarch opened her starboard 
guns on the enemy, when a heavy canuonaduig com- 
nienceii, and, b . the enemy's management of a run- 
ning fight, they succeeded, in tome measure, in crip- 
phng Uie Monarch's sails and ringing l)efore the Ctn* 
taur could gel up. Ai eleven we got within fair rai.^c 
of two, and opened our fire from the larboaiii gnus, 
whilst the Monarch kepi engaging the third s!i.;i, and 
about noon one of the two frigates stri^ck, as did the 
one opposed to the Monarch shortly alttr. 
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It vaR just before this, I received a severe wound im 
my right arm, (since amputated, and doing well I 
hope,) which obliged me to leave the deck ; the MafS, 
previous to this, had succeeded in capturmg her chase^ 
, and with hef prize, hauled towards the Centaur, in 
chase of, and firing at the French commodore's ship, 
and at three assisted in capturing her. Those ships 
of the enemy made an obstinate resistance, but the re- 
sult was» as may well be supposed, attended with 
- much slaughter, being crowded with troops, out of 
Rochefort the evening before. 

I cannot add too much praise to Captain Lee, of the 

Monarch, for his gallant and officer-like conduct, but 

I am sorry to find his loss has been rather severe, the 

swell of the sea preventing, at times, the opening of the 

^ lower deck ports. 

To Captain Lukia, of the Mars, I feel thankful for 
his steady conduct and attention ; and I have also to 
express my satisfaction at the endeavors of Captains 
Boyles, King, Sir John Gore, and Masefield, to get 
up with the enemy, although they could not succeed. 
The Revenge, from being well to windward, became 
considerably a-steru after bearing up. 

To Lieutenant Case, first of the Centaur, Ihave to 
add my approbation of his judicious conduct beforf 
atid after my leaving the deck, and i alt»o feel much 
pleased at the steady exertions of all my officers, sea- 
men, and marines. 

I enclose herewith, a return of the killed and 
wounded, and also annex a list of the enemy's ships 
captured, and will make a re|.urn of the loss as soou 
«8 possible. 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

Sam. iioojo. 
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A Return of killed and wounded on board his Majesty^s 
Ships Centaur ^ Monarchy and MarSf in an Action with 
a Squadron of the Enemy* 8 Frigates y on the 25th of 
Sept 1 806'. 

Centaur-^X s^man and two marines, killed ; Capt. 
Sir Samuel Hood, K. B. and 3 seamen wounded. 

Monarch — 1 petty officJfer and 5 seamen killed ; I 
lieutenant, 1 warrant officer, *4 petty officers ^ aud i 5 
seamen wounded ; 1 serjeant, 2 corporals, and 4 pr:-» 
vate marines, wounded. 

J^ars — None killed or wounded. 

Total— 9 killed and 32 wound^jd. 

'Names if the Officers' killed and wounded, 

m 

Cetttaur — Captain Sir Samuel Hood, K. B. wound- 
ed. 

Jdonarch — Mr. Bidden, midshipman, killed; L*eu- 
.tenant Anderson, Mr. Dufly, boatswain, and Mr. 
Geary, midshipman, wounded. 

A List of the Enemy's Ships captured by the Squadron 
under the Orders of Sir Samuel Hood, K. B, 25th Stp" 
tember J 806. 

LaGlpire, of 46 guns, commanded by M. Soliel/' 
capitaine de Vaisseau, carrying a broad pendant. 

L'lndefatigable, of 44 guns, commanded by M. Gi- 
radiers, capitaine de Vaisseau. 

La Minerve, of 44 guns, quite new^ commanded by 
M. Colet, capitaine de fregate. 

L'Armide, of 44 guns^ two years ^Id, commanded 
by M. Langlois; captain de fregjite. 
voi*v. 2 i$ ' 
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Remarkably fine ships, of large dimensions, mount- 
ing twenty-eight French 18-pounders, on their main- 
decks ; 30-pound carronades on their quarter-deck g 
and forecastJes, and about 650 men (including troops) 
in each ship, full of stores, arms, ammunition, provi- 
sions, &c. 

La Themis, of 44 guns, old— esobped. 
La Sylph, of 1 8 guns, new — escaped. 
La.Lynx, of 18 guns, new — escaped. 

This squadron was induced to leave Rochefort, un- 
der the idea that Sir Samuel Hood was gone into port, 
as he was not perceived on his old station, but fortu- 
nately he was cruizing in the bay at the time. The 
troops on board the enemy's ships had no officer with 
them above the rank of a colonel, so that it is more 
than jirobable, that they were destined to- reinforce the 
West Indian colonies. At first sight, the result is only 
- such as might be expected from an action between three 
English ships, of 74 guns, and four frigates ; but the 
disparity of force was by no means so considerable as 
it would appear. The French ships were of dimen- 
sions far superior to those of vessels of their class, and 
carried very heavy metal, in proportion to their size, 
having 1 8-pounders on their main decks, and 30-pound 
carronades on their quarter- decks and forecastles. The 
sea toa, ran so high, as to prevent the Monarch, the 
ship principally opposed to them, from opening her 
lower ports, and tlie troops on board the Fiench fri- 
gates, added much to the severity of iheir fire. Under 
these considerations the enemy cannot be itoid to have 
been over* matched. La Minerve, one of the prizes 
was the black frigate engaged by Lord Cochrane ia 

3 
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the Pallas some months before, as related in the re* 
gular course of our history. 

Sir Samuel lost his arm at the moment of extending' 
it to give orders. The amputation did not take place 
till two hours after the wound was received, the sur- 
geon hoping he might be able to save it ; but finding 
that to be impossible, the heroic commander submitted 
to the operation witli the greatest fortitude. His offi- 
cial letter to Sir Charles Cotton was signed with his 
left hand. He immediately repaired with his prizes to 
Spithead. Hither his lady hastened to meet her brave 
husband, and, in her anxiety to see him, experienced 
an accident which was near proving fatal. In going 
onboard the Centaur, she would not wait for the chair 
to be hoisted out as usual, but mounting the ship's 
side, her foot slipped, and she fell into the water. As 
it was quite dark, .being three o'clock in the morning, 
much alarm was felt for her safety, but by the exert 
tions which were instastly made, her ladyship was takeii 
unhurt on board the ship. 

The Centaur then proceeded to the Isle of Wight, 
and landed her brave commander at Ryde, where he 
resolved to reside till he should recover from hi^ 
wound ; on which it is expected that he will be pro- 
moted to a command abroad. It is a reflection equally 
consolatory to the country, and honorable to himself, 
that, .wherever this gallant officer may be destined to 
serve, he will not only maintain the honor of the Bri- 
tish flag, but if opportunity offers, will add new rays 
to the naval glory of Britain. 
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LORD VllSCOUNT HOOD. 

THIS distinguished Veteran was the son of the Her. 
Mr. Hood> rector of Thorncombe, in the county of 
Devon. He was not originally intended for the ser- 
vice ; his vounwer brother, Alexander, now Lord 
Bridport, having entered into the navy, his venerable 
parent could not, for some tinte, muster sufilicient re« 
aolution to trust two sons in that honorable but perilous 
career. The youth, however, manifesting a strong in- 
clination for the profession, his father was induced to 
comply with his wishes, and in the year 1740, he em« 
barked in the Romney, with Commodore Smith, then 
commander-in-chief on the Newfoundland station, and 
known in the navy by the familiar appellation of Tom 
ffTen Thousand, 

Having distinguished himself ar a nnidshipmaa. on 

tarious occasions, by liis skill and intrepidity, beob^ 
laiAed the notice and patronage of the discerning com^ 
modore, who promoted him to the rank of lieutenant, in 
October, 1 74^v during the rebellion, when command- 
ing a squadron on the coast of Scotland. Mr. Hood 
was soon afterwards appointed lieutenant of the Wiiv* 
Chekea, of 20 guns, which, in the winter of 17*^6, en- 
gaged and took a French frigate of superior force. Du- 
ring the action, which was very spirited. Lieutenant 
Bopd received a severe wound. In 1748, he was re-^ 
moved to the Princess Louisa, then bearing the flag 
of Admiral Watson, whom he accompanied to Lonis- 
burg; and, on the conclusion of the peace, returned 
i^ith hlni to England. 

In 1754, Mr. Hood was promoted to be commander 
of the Jamaica tloop; stationed at the Bahama islands; 



and the iollowiDg year joined Captain Keppel, who 
commanded the naval department of the .expedition in 
which General Braddock was defeated. In 176^* 
having been appointed by Commodore Holmes, his 
captain in the Grafton, in which he was present at the 
action with a French squadron, otf L«aisburg, and re- 
turned with him towards the close of the same year to ^ 
England, where he found that he had been made post 
during his absence. 

- The first ship given to Captain Hood, after his pro- 
motion, was the Torbay, to which he was appointecl 
-in January, 1757, in the room of Captain Keppel, 
then a member of the court-roartial on Admiral Byng. 
In March, he was remov^ to the Tartar, and in April 
to the Antelope, of 50 guns. In this ship he perform- 
ed the first brilliant action subsequent to his promo- . 
tion, by engaging, driving on shore, and destroying 
the French ship Aquidon, and taking her two consorts^ 
as related in Vol. II. p. 43-44. 

In 1758, Captain Hood was appointed to- the Vestal, 
of 32 guns, and in \7^9f accompanied Admiral Holmes 
with a squadron destined to co-operate in an expe- 
dition against Quebec. In that ship he had a- long anci- 
obstinate eiicounter with the Bellona, a French fri- 
gate of the same force, which was, at length, coai-- 
peiled to surrender to the superior prowess of Captain 
Hood. See Vol. II. p. 94. 

During the remaiuder of the year 1759) the Vestal 
was attached, with other frigates, to the fleet, sent 
under Rear-admiral Rodney^ to bombard Havre de 
Grace. He. was afterwards employed for two years 
on the coast of Ireland, and the remainder of the war 
he served in tjie MediterFaneon, wilder Sir -^liarlei 

2jiJ 
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Saunders. After the peace of 176S^ Capta'm Hood 
hoisted his broad pendant in the Romney, as com** 
mander-in-chief on the Boston station, in 17^8. Hrs 
letters to the ministry during the time he held thecono- 
mand, described » in a striking manner, the disconter»t 
that pervaded all ranks in North America, and in the 
clearest manner predicted what afterwards came to 
yass. 

In July 177^) Captain H9od was appointed to |ht 
Cburageux, of 74 guns, and, in February, 1778, suc- 
.ceeded the late Admiral Gambier as commissioner of 
JPor tsmouth dock-yard. On the 20th of April follow- 
ing, be was created a baronet, and in September 17S(\ 
>^as advanced to the rank of Rear-admiral of the^lue. 

In the winter of 1780, Sir Samuel Hood first hoist- 
ed his flag on board the Barfleur, of 98 guns, and 
l^oon sailed with a squadron to. the West Indies. The 
particulars of his engagement in that qnarter, with the 
French 0eet under M. de Grasse, are given in Vol. III. 
p.4>U It may not, however, be improper to observe^ 
Ihat for some days after the action, o& the 28th of 
April, ]78Uthe hostile fleets remained in sight of each 
other. Onthe 3j0th, the British admiral observed th& 
van and centre of the^quadron,. as well as the rear at 
^ome distance from his ship the Barfleur.. The ene* 
ihy's advanced ships were steering towards his van, in- 
dicating a disposition to bring to a decisive conclusion 
It contest they had before so cautiously evaded. Sir 
^Samuel made allpossible sail towards them, and threw 
out the signal, for a close line of battle;, the enemy's 
line being agood deal scattered and extended.^ The 
i^nexpected manceuvre he afterwards made, displayed 
Ihs «itulit; 4& a. iCPipaaoder* ^^ that judicious eomn 
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mander,*' says one of the most eminent political writers 
of the age, ** seeing that the French line was very ir- 
regular, and that the van and a part of the centre were 
greatly separated from the rest, made one of those 
" bold movements, which, by throwing the fleet into the 
greatest apparent confusion, would, to a common eye, 
bave appeared full of danger, at the same time that 
it could only be directed by the greatest judgment. 
The object was to gain the wind, in which lie was yery 
near succeeding ; and, in that case, he would have cut 
off and destroyed one half of the French fleet, before 
it could have been succored by the othen Fortune, 
however, failed in her usual favor to bold enterprize. 
This movement totally changed the appearance of 
things ; and the British fleet, instead of being on the 
defensive, carried the face of being the agressor during 
the remainder of the day." 

On the departure of Sir George Rodney, for Eu- 
rope, on the 31st of July, Sir Samuel Hood was left 
commander-in-chief in the West Indies. Having re- 
ceived intelligence that M. de Grasse had sailed with 
his whole fleet to the Chesapeak, the British admiral 
lost no time in pursuing him thither, and joined th« 
squadron under the command of Rear-admiral Graves. 
The particulars of the action which took plabe in that 
quarter will be found in Vol. III. p. 29-35. . 

In December Sir Samuel returned, with his sguar 
dron, to the West Indies; and in January, 1782, pro* 
ceeded to attempt ^the relief of the island of St. 
Christopher attacked by the French. See Vol. III. 
p. 85-90. 

In February, 1782, Sir George Rodney arrived 
vritb a reinforcement from England, and again' as* 
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sumed the chief CGimnand. In the action with the 
French fleet on the 9th of April following, the Bar- 
, fieur, Sir Samuel Mood's ship, had at one time seven, 
and in general three ships upon her: but nothing could 
be more glorious than the firm and gallant resisfance, 
A\ith which, and without ever shrinking, this ship sus- 
tained the efforts of so great a superiority. On the 
glorious J 2th of April, the gallantry • of Sir Samuel 
Jiood con1;ributed not a little to the success of that day. 
He was closely engaged with his old antagonisf, the 
Ville de Paris, of 11 guns, and at length had the good 
fortune to behold her strike to the Barflcur. 

On the isth of April, Sir Samuel was detached with 
some ships to endes^vor to pick up the stragglers from 
the enemy's fleet; on Uie Idth, he took the Jasou and 
Caton, of 64 guns each, a frigate and a sloop. 

As a reward for his dist'mguished valor and good 
conduct, he was on the 28th of May, 1782, created 
Baron Hood of Catherington, in the kingdom of Ire- 
land ; and on the 20th of June, the court of commoii- 
^uncil voted him the freedom of the city of London* 
to be presented in a gold box of 100 guineas value, as 
a testimony of the high opinion which they entertain- 
ed of his judicious, brave, and able exertions, in the 
various engagements with the eneipj's fleet in the West 
Indies. _ - 

In October, 1782, his lordship again sailed from the 
West Indies, with a squadron for Nortii Ainerica, ia 
quest of Vaudreuil ; and, in the month of December, 
returned to his former station. On the conclusion of 
peace, he took his departure from the theatre of his ac* 
iive and ^onoM exertions ^.and^ on U>9 ;26*tfa of June^ 
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1783, arrived yr'ith the squadron under his command 
at Spithead. 

In May, 1784, Lord Hood was elected, by a great 
majority, a member of parliament for the city of West- 
minster. On the 30ih of April, 1776, he was appoint- 
ed port-admiral at Portsmouth, and on the 24th of 
September, 178*, was advanced to the rank of Vice* 
admiral of the Blue. When the Earl of Chatham waB 
placed at the head of the admiralty, in 1788, Lord 
Hood was appointed one of the commissioners in that 
important department of the public service. 

On the equipment of an armament against Spain, 
hii.1790, and against Russia, in 179^9 the eyes of ibd 
nation were again directed to this gallant officer,' who 
was, on each occasion, appointed commander-in-chief* 
of a squadron destined for a particular service. Thdee 
differences being, bowever» soon adjusted, we ag ain, find 

Lim, in Juno, i/^%9 a9puit*nui]uirai;a( rortsmonth. 
vrhiich he held together with his appointment of com-^ 
.mission^r of the admiralty. 

At Uie commencement of the war with France,, iiv 
17d3, Lord Hood was immediately nominated to the 
command of a powerful fleet in the Mediterranean, 
Scarcely^ ever had any officer so arduous a part to per- 
form, from the multifarious duties which fell to his lot 
in this command: but although the task he had to 
fulfil, was thus complicated and difficult, the distiu* 
^uished public testimonies he received, evinced its 
able accomplishment. His lordship's services were 
acknowledged by the Kings of Sardinia and Naples 
under their own hands ; the pope also mainfested, in 
the same manner, his deep sense of the important be- 
nefit he had derived from the admiral's zeal and atten* 
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lion, and presented him with an , elegant copy of the 
superb work entitled Pio Clementina^ (in six folio vo- 
lumes, containing engravings of the statues,' busts, 
and other antiquities at Rome) which hadljefore never 
been given to any but crowned heads. 

The proceedings of Lord Hood during his command 
in the Mediterranean, and his services at Toulon and 
Corsica, have alrea^dy been so fully described in the 
the third volume of our work, as to render it unneces- 
sary to say any thing farther on the subject. The 
brave admiral's health having been much impaired by 
tlie fatigue and anxiety atteirdant on the continuance^ 
of such a variety of harassing and perplexing duties, he 
returned to England for its re-e^ablishment in the 
month of December, 1794'. Since that period the pro- 
fessional talents of his lordship have not been called ia- 
to action. 

• On the 25th of March, 1795, Lord Hood was elect- 
ed an elder brother of the Trinity House. In Aprils 
1796* he was appointed Governor of Greenwich-Hos- 
pital, and in May, the same year, was raised to the 
dignity of a viscount of Great Britain. His lordsbip^ 
was advanced Vice-admiral of the Red, February 1^ 
1793; Admiral of the Blue, April 179-^; Admiral of 
White, February 14, 1799; Admiral of the Red, No- 
vember 9, 1805. 

Lord Hood married Miss Linzee, of Portsmouth^ 
whose father was many years mayor qf that place.. 
This lady was created a baroness in her own right, dur- 
ing the absence of his lordship in the Mediterranean, 
and died at Greenwich Hospital in 180& By this 
marhi^e be has a son and heir, now Baroa Hood of 
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Catherington in Harbpshire, whose yoingest son will 
suceed to the title of Lord Bridport 

In the mouth of May, 1 784, Lord Hood was elected 
member of parliament for Westminster, which city he 
continued to represent till he was created a British 
peer in 179^. 



ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS, 

THE honorable William Cornwallis, is son of 
Ciiarles, the first Earl Cornwallis, and brother of the 
late illustrious marquis. He was born in IZ^I*, and 
embarked early in the profession of which he is so dis- 
tinguished an ornament, having received . his profes- 
sional education, in what may be termed the Old 
School, under the auspices of Boscawen and Saun- 
ders. 

America was the first scene of his naval career. He 
went out on board the Newark, in the fleet com- 
manded by Admiral Boscawen ; from which ship he 
was removed to the Kingston, and was on her quarter- 
deck at the taken of Louisburgh, in 1758. Soon after 
the r^uction of that important fortress the Kingston 
returned to Europe, and in March, 1759, Mr. Corn- 
wallis was-removed to the Dunkirk, Captain Digby, 
then on the Channel service. This ship was one of the 
fleet under the command of Sir Edward Hawke, and 
shared in the glory of the victory obtained over the 
French fleet in Quiberon bay, on the 20th of November, ' 

The Dunkirk was soon afterwards ordered to the 
Mediterranean, under the command of Admiral Sir 
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Charles Saunders. In November, I76p, we find her 
i(i conjpany with the Shrewsbury, Preston, Somerset* 
and sever^ frigates, blocking up a French fleet ia 
tbe island of Candia. On the 27th of December, 
the same year, Mr. Cornwallis was removed to the 
Neptune, which bore the flag of Admiral Saanders, 

On the 5th of April, 1761, he was made a lieute- 
nant, and appointed to the Thunderer, of 74 guns, 
commanded by Captain Proby, which in July captured 
after a smart action, the French ship L'Achille of 
64 guns. For the particulars of the conflict, see 
Vol. ir. p. 155. 

Lieutenant Cornwallis remained in the Thunderec 
tilljuly, J 762, when he was promoted to the rank of 
roaster and commander, and appointed to the Wasp 
sloop; on the 14th of October, he was removed to. then 
Swift, in which ship he continued until April, \1QS%. 
when he was promoted to the rank of post captain, 
and appointed to the command of the Prince Edward, 
in which ship he remained till the month of May, I7(J6, 
when she was paid off. 

Though peace now invited him to repose, his 
thoughts were occupied with professional improvement 
alone, and, after a very short interval of relaxation, 
he a^in apphed for employment, and in Septe,hber, 
1766, hoisted his pendant on board the Guadaloupe. 
During the whole of the peace, except for very short 
intervals, he commanded different ships on the West 
Indian station and in Europe. 

The American war commenced in 1775, and in 
1778, when the junction of France added strength 
and confidence to the revolted colonies, Capt, Corn- 
^lis, 'commanded the Lion, and was attached to 
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Cbe ill-fated squadron under Admiral Byron. Wit& 
th&t officer he proceeded to the West Indies in pursuit 
of the French admiral, t)'£8taign« and signalized him- 
self greatly in the action off Grenada, on the 9th of 
July. For the particulars see Vol. il. p* 338. In 
this engagement t9ie Lion had 2 1 killed, and 30 wound* 
ed. 

Aft^r this encounter Captain Comwallis sailed for 
Jaml&ica to repaii* his damages, and there he remained 
Under Admiral Parker. He had not been long on this 
station when he had an opportunity of displaying his 
gallantry and abilities, in an action, which, considei^- 
iug the disparity of force between the squadrons en- 
gaged, was unexampled during that war. A squadron 
consisting of the Lion, of 64 guns, the Bristol, of 50, 
and Janus, of 44, cruizing off Monte Christi, on th© 
20th of April, 1780, discovered a cJOnvoy to windward 
tinder the protection of M. Lamotte Piquet, who ini* 
mediately made a signal for the merchant-ships to se- 
parate, ahd push into Cape Fran9oi8, in St. Domingo, 
which they effected. The English ships formed a line 
of battle a-head and were chased by the French force 
consisting of three ships of 74, one of 64 guns, and a 
frigflEte. . The enemy commenced the action by a dis* 
tant canuonkde not ch using to come along-side, and 
ibelfiring continued at intervals during the whole night. 
The nex,t morning the Janus, being near tlie French 
tonimodore, kept up so well directed a fire, tjiat he was 
compelled to take advantage of a light breeze, and 
sheer off with the loss of bis mizen-mast and main-top- 
gallant-mast. The Lion and Bristol having towed up 
with their boats, brought on a general firing which 
lasted some hours. Both squadrons having lain-to 
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for the purpose of repairing their damages, the French 
again made' sail, hut did not come to action the whole 
nig^t) probably intending to divide the squadron, and 
thus, separately, to overpower their gallant antago- 
nists. The next mornitig Captain Cornwallis was 
joined by the Nig^r, of 64 guns, and two frigates, but 
yet this accession of strength did not place him on an 
equahty with the French, the Janus being totally dis*' 
abled. The French commander, on the arrival of this 
reinforcement, relinquished the contest, and pushed 
for Cape Franjois, 

Soon after this action the Lion returned to Europe^ 
and in June, 1781, Captain Cornwallis was appointed 
to the command of the Canada, of 74 guns, in which 
he again joined the fleet on the West India station, 
where he soon had an opportunity of gathering fresh 
laurels. The Canada was one of the ships of that fleet, 
with which Sir Samuel (now Lord) Hood, attempted 
to relieve the island of St. Christopher ; and Captain 
Cornwallis was not the least conspicuous of the actors 
in the glorious scene of the 1 2th of April, 17^2* After 
that splendid achievement, which is circumstantially 
described in our third volume. Captain Cornwallis, 
being sent home with the convoy and prizes, encoun- 
tered that dreadful storm, whiqh proved fatal to the 
Ville de Paris, Centaur, and so many others, both of 
the men of war and merchant vessels. The Canada, 
however, weathered the gale better than any other ship 
in the fleet, aud arrived safe at Portsmouth, where 
she was paid off* in October, 17S2, 

In January, 1 783, Captain Cornwallis was appointed 
to the Ganges, and on the conclusion of the peace was 
removed in March, the same year, to the lioyal Char* 
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lotte yacht, which command be retained till October, 
1787, This was the only interval of repose he had en- 
joyed since his entrance into the service, a period of 
more than thirty years. 

s After commanding the Robust, for a short time, in 
1787, Mr. Corn wall is hoisted his broad pendant on 
board the Cfown, in 1788, on receiving the appoint- 
ment of commander-in-cliief in the East Indies. Here ' 
no event of importance occurred until after the com- 
mencement of hostilities between the Ea^t India Com- 
pany and Tippoo Saib, when the right of searchine ^ - 
neutral vessels being resisted in an uup'iVcedented 
manner by a French frigiite, produced an action at- 
tended with the following circumstances : — 

The commodore having been informed that ships 
under French and ln>perial colors were expected from 
Europe, with ammunition and military stores, for the 
sovereign of Mysore^ proceeded to the Malabar coast, 
and remained stationary at Tei lithe rry, from which 
point he dispatched his cniizers as occasion required. 
In November, 1785>, the Resolu French frigate, arriv-^ 
ed in Mah^ Roads, and on the 1 9th, sailed with two 
merchant siiips under convoy. This was supposed to be 
an experiment to try whether the commodore would 
board the merchantmen under his protection. On their 
appearance in the oflfing, signals were made to that 
effect to the Phoenix and Perseverance. The former 
fired a gun to leeward unshotted, as a signal to speak 
with them, which the Resolu answered by one ta 
windward. The signal was repeated by the {English 
ship and again answered by the French, who, with the 
merchantmen, -shortened sail, apparently with the io- 
teutioo of waiting for the Phoenix. Tfa« JPreocb tri" 
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gate ^oon afterwards made sail, and the Phoenix fol- 
lowed, making a signal for the Perseverance to attend 
to one of the menhant ships wliich was nearer to her. 
.On approaching the Resolu, the French captain de- 
sired to know what the Phcenix wanted, and was in- 
formed by her commander, Sir Richard Strachan, that 
he had orders to examine the two merchant shipSy 
■^-and would send a boat on board to explain the reason. 
The cutter was then hoisted out, and a lieutenant sei>t 
on board the Resolu, which soon afterwards made a 
signal to the two ships. They ina mediately made sail, 
**« did the Phoenix to intercept them. A boat was 

hoisted out, on ^^'''^ ^^^ ^^8?^^ ^''^ two shots to 
^viuaward, to deter them from boarding, the Phoenix 
backing to prevent" the merchant sliips. from escttj^ill^ 
to leewaiu, Tfie itcsolu again iircd at the boats, aud 
Sir Richard wore to keep close to her. Soon after* 
wards she fired a broadside into the Phoenix. The 
latter returned thg second broadside, and soon silenced 
her antagonist, who made signs that she had struck. 
In this encounter the British ship had 6* men killed and 
11 womided, and the enemy 25 killed and 40 wound- 
■ ed. The merchant ships proved to be bound to Man-> 
• galorp, but contained no contraband articles. Tlie 
French ofiicers refusing to work the ship, she was navi- 
gated by English seamen to Tellichtrry, whence Com- 
modore Cornwallis ordered her to be conveyed to a 
French port, and there left. ^ 

Soon after this affair, M. St. Felix;, the cofnmander 
of the French squadron, arrived, and a correspondence 
took place between him, and the commodore. He 
threatened resistance in case of an attempt to stop any 
\£^]^ UAder hisi protection^ but the ^litisb coiQmau-> 
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der was not a mau likely to be deterred from doing 
his duty by threats. Nothing farther occurred, at no 
aubsequent trial was made on the part of the Frenchi 

' During his command in India, Commodore Com- 
vallis paid considerable attention to the economy of 
the public expences in the naval, department, in the 
management of which great profusion had, at former 
periods, prevailed : it is even said, that he kept his 
whole squadron for nearly the same sum which bad 
been required to maintain a single ship. 

In November, 179 1 > ^l^^ commodore shifted his pen- 
dant to the Minerva, and soon afterwards returned to 
Europe. . He retained the command of the same ship 
long after his arrival in England, and on the Ut of 
February, 1793) was promoted to the rank of rear- 
admiral of the white. 

In May, 179"^! Admiral Comwallis hoisted his flag 
on board the Excellent; his flag was shifted ta the 
Csesar in August, and in December it was flying on 
board the Royal Sovereign. 

In June, 1795, AdmiValCornwallis commanded • 
detached squadron of five sail of the line, and two 
frigates. Cruizing in the Bay of Biscay, he fell in with 
a French fleet consisting of 13 sail of the line, 14 fri- 
gates, two brigs and a cutter. The gallantry mani* 
iested by the admiral aiSd his little squadron on this 
occasion, and the masterly retreat he made from so 
superior a force, are described in vol. iii. p. 33& — 343. 

In the same month a promotion taking place, Mr» 
Comwallis was advanced to the rank of vice-admiral 
of the blue. The year following he was nominated by 
his Majesty rear-admiral of Great Britun^ and waa 
•ppoimed to command oo the Weit Indi^ itatioik Urn 
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accordingly set sail wkb a coovoy for tiba^ qijuairtertf 
but OB the passage his ship, the Royal Sovereign^ was 
. 80 disabled in a gale of u^ind, that t})e adnural thought 
it necessary to return to England. Tl>c brds-of the 
Admiralty, doubting the propriety of this n^easure, 
made it the subject of a court-niartial» whiel^ hoeor* 
ably acquitted the admiral^ who, however, at his own 
request, soon afterwards struck bis flag ; nor did he 
accept of any eaiployment tiH the change of adminis* 
tration. On the 1 4^th of February, V799> 1*® was pro- 
.moted to the rank of admiral of the blue, and in ^801 , 
M^hen the Earl of St. Vincent was plaged at the head 
of *the Admiralty, Mr. CornwaJlis su'^Cfjeded hina in 
the command of the Channel fleet, and hoisted his flag, 
on board the Ville de Parisu On this station he con^, 
tinued without any opportunity of displaying any of the 
distinguished qualifications be possesiK's, except tliat 
of patience, till the conclusion of hostilities afforded 
l^pi a temporary relaxation from the tedious unifoF'^ 
mity of a blockade. 

' On the re-comujciicement of the war, the gallant 
admiral again hoisted lus flag in his old ship, aud re^ 
paired to his fori^er station. In Augwit, 1805^ the 
French fleet la Brest made a motiou indicative of aa 
inte&iion to come out. They ventured) however, na 
farther than their batteries, where> though greatly au* 
perior in aumbef , they Qan>fii to an anchor. Blut BiUjh 
as our veteran adnairal ia familiarly styled by ik& aettr 
men, prepared to attack theia^ regardless of the ad- 
vantageous Bituation in which they were posted. On 
the appfx>ach of the British fleet tl^ey slipped their 
cablesv and again stood into the harbor.*~ Adtnisol 
CornwaUifi who Jed the vai^ bod warly cutoff their. 
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resr-most ships, aM pursued tbe etiemy under their 
own batteries. Part of a shell struck him oq the. 
breasty but witiiout doing him any injury. — In Novem« ; 
bar the saooe year he was advanced to the rank of 
admiral of the red. 

On the change of admin ietration^ in February, 
] SO69 Admiral Cornwallis was superseded by the £ar> 
of St. Vincent, and has not since held any command. 
Tbe British navy cannot boast an officer of greater 
bravery and taWats than Admiral Cornwallis, whose 
servicos, whenever they may be required, cannot fail 
to prove beneficial to his country. 

In the year 1768 the gallc^nt admiral was chosen rr-. 
prcsentative in parliament for Eye in SijflTolk, and in 
J 774 he was returned for Portsmouth. At the gemiral' 
election in 1790 ^^ was again elected for Eye, aid 
continued in the representation of that borough till 
] 80^, when the state of his beahh induced him to 
decline it. 
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LOBD GARDNER. 

Among tnose who have contributed to raise ik^ 
naval glory of Britain to its present pre-eminence, the 
name of Gardner will lon^ be mentioned with refipeotr 
and admiration. He was^ bs»rn at Utioxet<er, m Staf- 
ford&hij-e, oa the 1 2th of April,. 1.7'429 and^i hke m&s4: 
of those officers who have attained distinguished hanox. 
in the naval profession, he entered at an early periocl 
of life into the s^viee. Ue commenced his career oxk 
the 1st of May, 1755, on bpard the Medway of 60 
ymS|. commanded bj^Caf^lVio Feter J>eitfus» tie was 'w^ 
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this sbip in 1757, wh^, io company with the Eagle^ 
they took the Due d'Aquitaine, of $0 guns. He ap- 
pears to have removed with his commander into the 
Dorsetshire of 70 guns, in ivhich he took the Raison* 
nable of 64 guns, as mentioned in vol.ii. p. 62. 

Mr. Gardner was still on board the Dorsetshire in 
Kovember, 1759? in the general engagement off Bel* 
leisle between the English and- French fleets, com* 
manded by Sir Edward Hawke and Marshal de 
Conflans; and Captain Dennis was one of those who 
particularly distinguished themselves in that memo- 
rable affair, as may be seen in the account of it in our 
second volume. 

On the 7th of March, 1760, Mr. Gardner was ad« 
vanced to the rank of lieutenant, and appointed to the 
Bellona, of 74 guns, commanded by Captain Dennis, 
whose favor he seems to have enjoyed in a particular 
manner. That brave officer was succeeded in the 
command of the Bellonav by Captain Robert Faulkner,, 
an officer in no respect inferior as a seaman. This he 
evinced on the 14th of August, 1761, at the capture 
of the Courageux of 74 guns, in which Lieutenant 
Gardner assisted. The particulars of this achieve- 
ment are given in vol. ii« p. 1 48. ^ 

The success of this action probably accelerated the 
promotion of Mr. Gardner, who, on the 1 2th of April, 
1762, was advanced to the rank of commander, and 
appointed to the Raven fire-ship. Peace was soon 
afterwards concluded, and it was not till the 19th of 
>Iay, 1766, that he was promoted \o the rank of post- 
captain. He was soon afterwards appointed to the 
Preston of 50 guns, the flag-ship of Rear-admiral Paf-^. 
tjf wha WM aeiit out with the chief coipmand on ^ 



Jamaica apd Windward Island stfttion. Towards th.e, 
end of the summer of 1768, he was .removed ii^to the 
Levant frigate of 28 guns, and continued on the Ja- 
maica station till 1771, when he returned to England. 
Here the Levant was paid off, and Captain Gardner 
remained unemployed till the year 1775, when he wa^ 
appointed to the Maidstone frigate of 28 guns, and 
sent out to his former station, the island of Jamaica. 

The flames of war were now kindled in- America, 
and, in cdnsequence of this event, Captain Gardner 
received orders to cruize off the coast of that continent 
to intercept the commerce of the colonies, and -to pre-, 
vent their receiving assistance from France. Here, at 
one in the morning of the ^th of November, 1778, he 
discovered a larsre French ship, which he immed'"^*^*''^ 
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cnased, and brought to action. Tlie engagement had 
continued about an hour with great resolution on both 
sides, when the captain of the Maidstone, found himself 
under the necessity of hauling off to secure his masts, 
and to repair the damages his rigging had sustained. 
At day-break, a second ship, supposed to be the ene- 
my's consort, appeared to windwaid, ana bore down 
upon the Maidstone. When almost within gun-shot, 
she hove to, and made a private signal, which, not 
being answered by the British frigate, the stranger 
hauled her wijid, and stood away, leaving her consort 
to h( r fate. Captain Gardner, having repaired his . 
damages as well as time and circumstances would 
permit, renewed the action with his former antagonist. > 
After an engagement of nearly an hour she was com- • 
pelled to surrender. The prize proved to be the Lion, 
a ship in the mexchabt'-s employ, but equipped k>r war 
aft well as for coD»n}orc€u . Sbe .cajrmd 40 guns^ 9^^> 
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twelve, and fourteen-pounders, and a crew of QiS 
men; while, on the other l/and, the Maidstone had 
only 28 guns, nine and six-pounders, with^a crew of 
1 90 men. The cargo of the prize consisted of upwards 
of 1500 hogsheads of tobacco, wliich would have betn 
a very valuable booty, had not Captain Gai"dner pre- 
ferred the fulfilment of his public duty to private emo- 
lument. Both the ships were greatly disabled, parti- 
cularly in their masts, sails, and rigging, so that it wa^ 
extremely hazardous for them to beat against a con- 
trary wind. At the conclusion of the engagement the 
^ind blew fair for England, and thither Captain Gard- 
ner might have proceeded with his prize in safety, and 
with a certainly of selling her cargo to great advan- 
tage, lliis temptation, however, was not sufficiently 
powerful to induce him to forego the good of the ser- 
"vice, and he shaped his course for the West Indies, 
though the conHiiion of the ships, and the state ^f the 
iivind, rendered tbe passage highly perilous. 'Ihere^ as 
bad been foreseen, the proceeds of the Lion's cargo* 
were not so great by many thousands of pounds as 
they would have been had she been sent to Eng- 
land. 

Soon after his arrival at Antigua, Captain Gardner 
Dvas promoted by Vice-admiral Byron, then commander 
in chief on that station, to the Sultan of 74 guns, as 
successor to Captain Wheelock, who had just died. 
Id this ship Captain Gardner was engaged in the action 
off Grenada, with the French fleet under Count d'Es- 
taing, on the 6th of July, 1779» ^^^d acted as one of the 
seconds to the comm^ander in chief. That Captain 
Gardner bore an ample share in this engagement, was 
MinDced by the loss of the Sultan^ which had 16 men 
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killed, and 39 wounded, a greater number than any 
other ship in the fleet. 

Not long after this event Captain Gardner was sent 
to Jamaica, and the following year returned to Engr 
land with a convoy under bis care* On tlie arrival of 
the Sultan she was paid off, and Captain Gardner, 
after remaining a short time out of commission, was 
in 1781, appointed to, the Duke of 98 gui^, one of th^ 
ships sent to reinforce Sir George Rodney io the West 
Indies. There Captain Gardner had the satisfactioa 
to acquire fresh laurels on the 12th of April, 17^2, 
which was likewise the anniversary of his birth. Oa 
that glorious day the Duke was second to the Formi- 
dable, the flag-ship of Sir George Rodney, a^d Captaiit 
Gardner had the honor to be the first that broke 
through the enemy's line. During one period of the 
action, the Duke, Formidable, and Namur, had to 
sustain the fire of eleven of the enemy's ships, and 
their loss was in consequence very great. The Duke 
had 13 men killed, and 6o wounded. The services of 
Captain Gardaer were acknowledged by the comman- 
der in his dispatches, and ev«ry officer in the fleet bore 
a generous testimony to bis merits. - On the conclusion 
of peace, the Duke proceeded to Europe, in company 
with most of the other ships employed in the West In- 
dies, and was paid off on her arrival in England. 

Captain Gardner appears to have held no subsequent 
oommission till the 8th of September, 1785, when he 
was appointed commander in chief on the Jamaici^ 
station, with the temporary rank of commodore. He 
accordingly hoisted his broad pendant on board the 
Europa, of 50 guns, and continued, during the usual 
term of three years, at Jamaica, wliere he obtained the 
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h^ and ett^ISm of Idl tlio6^ «hb W^ ^fthin ttxk 
. sphere of his influence. RetuYtiihg fo fengt&d, ti& 
\^as, in 17^f CL{^|Scritited fSo ihe Coarag^ujt olf 7i 'gtins, 
bhe of the ship% put htto couitbitoioti on dccoiitet of th^ 
^xp^tt^d rufHuVe ^ith Spaii^, but p&id <^ on th^ id- 
jii^titient of the displite. 

in Jftlruaryy 1790, Captaih Gardner w& liptK>ihteci 
A k>i*d of th^ Admiralty, and continued to nold thai 
frdd&iilll^4itudtiod till May, 1795. On ihk prbidaotiod 
\^iiic1i ifklk plac6 on the Ist of Februaiy, 1793> he wdk 
Hdvabded to the raiilc of rear-admiral of the blue, ana 
tB6 salhe month hoisted his flag oh board the Queen of* 
ipS guns, on being appointed to the command of a 
irqiladron desttnled for the Wiest Indies. Finding on hi^ 
^rrival that there was not a sufficient body of land 
forc^ to undertake any enterprize against the enemy's 
iHandSy the adniiral returned, in the autumn of the 
same year, to England, and his sqbadron was immedi* 
ately attached to tlie Channel fleet, under the com- 
mapd of Earl HoWe. 

In April, J 79*, Admiral Gardner vt'as advanced to 
Be rear of the white. In the action of the 29th of May, 
between Earl Howe and Villatet Joyeus^, the Qiieeni 
was in imminent danger. At otie period of tlie* engage* 
fiient on that day, she lay totally disabled, ajtid had it 
not befen for the timely fiuccour of Admiral Graves in 
jhei Royal Sovereign, her gallant cbmmitnder and cr^w 
could scarcely l>ave esc£^ed falling into the hands oft 
the French. Notwithstanding the injury his ship hadf 
iiistained, ^e find Admired Gardnet two days after* 
Wards, on the glorious 1st of June, equalling ahy of 
^ his gallant colleagues in the work of destruction, In- 
deedi in every action in ^liich thb intrepid officer wa« 
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engaged, wherever the battle raged with" the greatest 
violence, there was he invariably found. It is no won- 
der, tlien, that hrs' ship suffered more severely on the 
last-mentioned occasion than any other in the fleets 
excepting the Brmiswick, Three lieutenants, one n^id- 
shipman, and 3f> men were killed, and 6*7 wounded. 
Among the latter waa Captain liiitt, who lost a leg, and 
died ou the 2d of the following mon"lh. 

On the return of the victorious fleet to po^ ^Admi- 
ral Gardner received,- Nvith the other flag-oflfk»rs, vari- 
ous flattering marks of the favor of his sover^igti. He 
was appointed major-general of marines,- and received 
on board the Queen Charlotte, from the King's hands, 
a gold chain and medal, as a mark of his Majesty's 
approbation of bis conduct. Ou the 4ih of July he 
was promoted to the rank of vice-admiral of the blue ; 
and on the 6th of the followinc; month was c:ealed^ 
a baronet. He likewise received, with the other com- 
manders, the thanks of both houses of parliament, aud 
addresses of congratulation from the cily of London 
and other corporate bodies. 

Sir Alan Gardner was elevated to the rank of vice- 
admiral of the white on the 1st of June, 1795; and on 
the 23d of the same month was second in com*mand 
under Lord Bridpqrt in the action off Port L'Orient, 
which terminated in the capture of three Frencli ships 
of the line. He continued attached to the Channel' 
fleet, and in 17.97, removed his flag from the Queen to 
the Royal Sovereign of 110 guns; but the shattered 
remains of the French navy keeping close to their bar* 
bors, he had no opportunity of adding^to that reputa- 
tion he had so honorably acquired. Oh the breaking 
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out of the mutiny in the fleet, in the same year, Sir 
Alan Gardner was one of the oOicers . whose firmness 
and exertions contributed, not without considerable 
personal risk, to its suppression. 

On the Hth of Februai-y, 1799, Sir Alan was ad- 
vanced to the rank of admiral of the' blue; and on 
the SOth of August, 1800,, was appointed commander 
in chief on th^-; coast of jLreland, where he remained 
till the .termination of the war. In consideration of 
bis long i&d meritorious services, he was created, on 
the 23d of Deceiaber, 1 800, a peer of Ireland, by the 
title' of Baron Gardner of Uttoxeter. 

On the recommencement of hostilities. Lord Gardner 
was appointed commander at Portsmouth; in AJarch, 
1805, he was removed from that station to the chief 
command of the Channel fleet; on the 21st of July 
following he resumed his command at Cork ; and on 
the 9th of November was promo ttd to the rank of 
admiral of the white. 

In 1769} his lordship married, at Jamaica, Mrs. 
Turner, a widow lady, only daughter and heiress of 
Francis Gale, of Liguania in that island, and has by 
ber a numerous.iamily. His two elde.^t sous are cap- 
tains in the royal navy, aiid bid fair, if opportunity 
•fiers, to emulate the glory of Uieir father. 

At ihe general election in il^^^^ Lord Gardner was 
elected a member of j)aihdui< nt for . Westminster, 
which city he coniiuued to represent tiJl the gene- 
9al election in 1806, when he had the honor* to be 
created -a British ^ eer. 
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SIR J. r, DUCKWORTH. 

THIS brave officer, who, at the commencement of 
the present year, distinguished himself by the destruc- 
tion of a French squadron in the West Indies, is the 
son of a clergyman, and descended from an old and 
highly respectable family. He was a midshipman on 
board the Kent, of 74 guns, commanded by Captaiu 
Tieldhig, when her aftermost magazine accidentally 
blew up, while saluting the admiral, as she was sailing 
out of Plymouth sound. After his providential escape 
fron;i this fatal event, by which fifty of the crew of the 
Kent were either killed or dreadfully wounded, Mr. 
Duckworth was appointed lieutenant, and accompa- 
Died Captain Fielding in the Diamond, of 32 guns, 
to the coast of America, where abundant opportunity 
was afforded him to become a thorough seaman* 

From the Diamond he was removed to the Princess , 
Royal, of 9^ gnns, on the West India station ; after 
which he was appointed master and commander of 
the Rover, sloop of war. He was then made post into 
the Terrible, of 74 guns, and was removed from that 
ship into the Princess Royal, bearing the'flag of Admi- 
ral Rowley. In all these gradations his merit was coo- 
B5picuoufily displayed on a variety of occasions. 

Whether Captain Duckworth held any command 
during the peace which succeeded the American war, 
we know not ; but, on the commencement of. hostilities 
with France, he was appointed to the Orion, of 74 
guns, one of the squadron sent under the command of 
Admiral Gardner, to the West Indies, early it) i7p3. 
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WUh that oftcer, Cikptam Duckworth returned to feu- 
rope iu Noveml^er the same year, and was attachedto 
the Channel fleet. 

In the following year Captain Duckworth was one 
' .of ibe oncers wjjo .contributed to the glorious victory 
of the 1st of June. In the of&cial account .of the vic* 
iory, he was mentioned :by the noble adrniral anK>ng 
those officers who had particular claims to hia atten • 
tioD. In April, l?'95, Captain Duck wortb was re- 
jmoved to tahe 'Leviathan, of7'l*g(Jns, and was afiterwards 
attiiched to the J3e<eJt m the Mediterranean. In I79S, 
ive find his pen<^ant flying on board tliat ship, having 
been sent by the Earl of St. Vincent, to co-operate 
with -General Stuart in the reduction of Minorca, whieb 
vas eflected without the loss of a eingle man* See 
Tol. iv. ^. Ijfig. 

In February^ 1799* 1m was promoted to the rank 
of Rear-admiral of the ^Vhite, and was the year fol- 
lowing appointed to succeed Lord Ihigh Seymour, in 
the chief command on the Leeward Island statiol), 
vrhere he arrived in the month of July. Previous to 
^his soling to assume this command he bad the good 
fortune to fail in with a valuable Spanish convoy un- 
der the protection of three frigates, two of wbicb he 
took together with eleven sail of merchantmen. The 
•dmirars share of the prize-money arising from this 
capttrre is said to have amounted to 75,0()Ol, 

Whan the ar[%d coalttion of the northern powers 
called for Spirited measures on the part of the British 
government, orders wi^re sent to Rear-admiral Duck* 
vt>rth to proceed, in conjunction with General Trigge, 
to attack the Swedish aiid Danish islands in the West 
ludies. The islands of St. Bartholomew and St, Mar* 
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tin fell an easy conquest to the British rommanderS} 
who immediately directed their force against the Da* 
nish colonies 3t. Thomas* St. Crux, and St. John's, 
Such was the activity with which this expedition was 
prosecuted that though it was the 2()th of March be- 
fore the British troops landed on the first mentioned 
of these islands, yet by the end of that month they 
found themselves in undisturbed possession of the 
whole of ihem. For these services the king conferred 
the order of the Bath on the rear- admiral, who had* 
at the beginning of 180), been advanced to the r^nk 
of rear-adrairal of the red. • 

In April, he took possession of the islands of St. Eu« 
Btatia and Saba, the former of which bad been eva- 
cuated by the French garrison, who, however, left 
behind them 48 pieces of cannon and a quantity of 
military stores. 

On the re-commencement of hostilities, in 1 803* 
Sir J. T. Duckworth was appointed commander-in- 
chief at Jamaica, and removed his -fhig into the Shark 
^loop, then lying in the harbor of Port Royal. On^ 
this station, his cruizers were uncommonly active and 
successful. Here too he conducted the uegociatidn^ 
with the French, in' St. Domingo, which terminated in 
the capitulation of Rochambeau- and his troops to the 
British armsw 

In Aprils 1 804',. be was promoted^to be Vice admiral 
of the Blue, and at the .conclusion of the year, returned* 
to England. So<.d after his arrival, part of his conduct' 
while abroad became the subject of the investigation of; 
a court-martial, which, so far from criminating the 
gallant admiral, only served to cover bis accusefwitU^ 

2^D 3 
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Bbame and disgrace. The sentence of the court was 1$ 
thefollowing effect :— — 

•* Pursuant to an order from the right honourable 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated the 
52d day of April ult., and directed to the president, 
setting forth that he had transmitted to their lordships 
a letter which he had received from Cs^tain J. A. 
Wood, dated the 19th ult. representing his having been 
oppressively removed from the command of bis Ma- 
jesty's ship Acasta, by Vice-admiral SirJ. T.Duck- 
worth, K. B. then commander-in-chief of his Majes- 
ty's ships and vessels at Jamaica ; and that the said 
vice-admiral had, in the most shameful and scandalous 
manner, loaded, received on board, and suffered to 
be received on board his Majesty's ship Acasta, an inai«' 
mense quantity of goods ai>d merchandisEe othar than 
for the use of the ship, in defiance and contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of the 1 8th article of war ; 
and requesting, as such proceedings were contrary and 
Kghly injurious to his Majesty's service, oppressive to 
individuals, and unworthy the character of an officer; 
tbat^the said vice-admiral may be tried by a court* 
martial for the offences therein set forth> and that their 
iQrdships thought fit that Captain Wood's request 
should be complied with ; the court proceeded to try 
the said Sir J. T. Duckworth, K. B. Vice-admiral of 
the Blue, for the offences with which he is charged by 
Captain Wood, in bis letter above-mentioned. And 
haviag heard the evidence produced in su[^)ort of the 
evidence, and by the said vice-admiral in his defencey 
and what he had to al ledge in support thereof, and ha>^- 
ing maturely and deliberately weighed and considered 
the whole^ the court is of opinioD that the charges has^ 
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not been proved against the said Vice-admiral Sir J. 
T. Duckworth, K* B. ; but that they are gross, scan- 
dalous, malicious, shameful, and highly subversive of 
the discipline and good government of hi» Majesty's 
service, and doth adjudge him to be most fully and 
honorably acquitted of all and every part thereof ; and 
the 'said Vice-admiral Sir J. T, Duckworth, K* B. is 
hereby most fully and honorably acquitted of all and 
every part thereof as aforessud accordingly/' 

The president in returning his sword to Admiral 
Duckworthy addressed him in the following man* 
ner : 

; " Sir, 

** I TAKS great pleasure in returning yon^is sword 
vliiqhyou have so often and so honorably drawn in the 
defence of your country ; and I am desired by th« 
court to say, tbat.it is their unanimous wish that ote 
gracious sovereign may be pleased soon again to call 
you forth to draw it once more iu the defence of your 
king and country. 



» 



This wish was actually accomplished ; but the subt 
sequent proceedingjB of the gallant admiral, and th% 
€vent8 which led to his last splendid achievement al 
St* Domingo, are fully detailed in a former part of 
this volume, to which we refer, the reader. WeiiavA 
therefore only to observe farther, that, on the 1 9th of 
November, 1805, he was, advanced tp the rank of 
vke-admirAl o£ the white. 
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SIR HOME POPHAM. 

THE various important services in which this-ofRcer 
lias been engaged^ and especially the conspicuous part 
he has acted in the capture of the Cape of Good Hope 
mnd Buenos Ay res, justly entitle him to notice among 
the naval worthies of Britain, ^ 

Sir Home was born ip 176*2,. at Tetuan, on the coas6 
of Morocco, at which port his father was consul. His 
mother died in cbild-birth of him. Her death wa9 
occasioned by the circumstance of Admiral GelFa 
£nng a salute, at a period when a visit from the 
enemy was expected. The consequence was, that she 
expired before Sir Home was in the world. She bad 
a very numerous progeny, of whom he was the twenty* 
£rst, but out of .this number only Sir Home and his 
eldest brother, General Pophan^ are now living. 

He was indebted for his education to Mr. Stephen^ 
Pcpham, of Madras, who was eminent fur his talients 
in the law. When very young, he was sent to West- 
minster school, and on account of t!^ extraordinary 
progress he had made in his studies, was admitted at 
the early age of thirteen years into the university of 
Cambridge. He had previously made one or two short 
trips to sea ; but did not finally enibrace the naval 
service till he had been twelve months at the univer-^ 
»ity. 

• Mr. Popham commenced his career as a seaman 
under the auspices of the late Commodore Thompson, 
who acted the part of father, of instructor, and ot pro- 
tector to his boyish years. It is believed, that he was 
ix8t employed und^r that officer oo ti^e home station^; 
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that mt the dctfeat of the Spaaish squadron commanded 
hy Langjara, in June ]77Sf he Was in tlie Hyaena, a re- 
>peating frigate, and that he^x)ntinued in the same ship 
till she was paid off at the beginning of 17S2. 

Towards the close of the American war, Mr. .Pop« 
)iara attained the rank of lieutenant, but the peace 
which ensued left him without fortune and without 
employments Under these circunistances his attenlion 
was directed towards the East Indies, whei^e his >elde8i 
brother had already distinguished himself. He ac- 
cordingly repaired thitlier, and visited most parts of 
India. His talents for marine surveying, in which he 
is not excelled by any o^oer in the British service^ 
procured his appointment, at the special recommenda* 
tion of Lord Cor^waliis, as one of a committee In 176&9 
to survey New Harbour in the river Hoogly, whick 
had been represented as a proper place for a <lcck* 
yard. 

In 1 79 1» Lieutenant Popham comnanded a country 
ship in India, and being bound from Bengal to Bom^ 
bay, during a very tempestuous monsoon, he was ob« 
liged to bear up for the Straits of Malacca, and anchor 
at Pulo Penang, now called Prince of Wales's Island* 
This event led to the discovery of the southern passage, 
or outlet, which had not before been explored, a dis* 
covery which obtained him a letter of thanks from tl)e 
government, as it was likely to prove beneficial to the 
commerce of the company, by removing the objections; 
which prevented the commanders of their ships, from 
touching at the island late in the season, when the 
strong winds from the north and north*vvest occasioned 
a delay of several days in working round the north 
end of the island to go to the southward. It was alse 
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expected that it wouk] encourage ships to toucU at tfie 
island on their return from China, which few were 
ftbiC to accomplish before the aoathem channel was 
ascertained. 

The letter of thatnks was iiot the only compensatioic 
which Lieutenant Popham recei-ved for this service. A 
piece of plate was presented him' in the name of th6 
governor-general in council ; and the court of direo- 
tors, on receiving the intelligenciSy reeommended him 
ia very strong terms to the board of Admiralty; 

(lieutenant Popham's siirvey of the south channel! ' 
afforded him employment for sohie time. Thecompa- 
Jiy's ships which passed through it, were enabled to save 
considerable time, and three of their commanders, Cap^ 
tains Lawrie,Reid,andM*!nt08h, in a letter dated from^ 
Canton,. November ISy 1792, signified their wii»h ti^ 
preflent him with a piece of plate in their own niames^ 
and those of others sailing from Bombay. Beacont 
were first placed along it for the direction of mariners^ 
and these were afterwards replaced by buoys. 

After having acted lor some years as a free trader 
in the east, Lieutenant Popham was appointed to the 
^ command of the Ettusco, an imperial east ludiamaiu 
This vessel, on her returi> from Bengal to Ostend* was 
seized, and made prize of by an English frigate, &.c<m^ 
Mderable part of the propriety on board being sup* 
posed to belong to British subjects. On this otcasioa 
her commander was a considerable loser, but it was 
probably to this apparently untoward circumstance, 
that he waa indebted for his subsequent advaacemei^S 
and success iu the service of his country. 

The war with. France was now commencing, and iik 
. Ilie early part of it Lieutenant Popham. wasi attached^ 
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^ith a party of seamen under his ordefs, to tbe army 
<x}mmanded by the Duke of York in Flanders and' 
IJoUand. The first service in which he was employed 
was, to assist in the defence of Nieuport against the 
f rench. At this time, about the month of November, 
he conceived ilyc idea of arming ttie fishermen of Flan- 
kers in defence of their own towns ; and the plan being 
approved by the Duke of York, he formed a regular 
corps, which was placed under his command; and to 
their utility many distinguished ofiicers bortfthe amplest 
testimony. 

In November, 1794', General Pichegrd having con- 
quered Crevecceur, Venloo, aud Alacstriclit, proceeded 

I 

with a powerful army to lay siege to Nimeguen, This 
city was not only defended by a numerous garrison, 
but the Duke of York was able at any time to throw 
in supplies from his camp at Arnheim. As it was evi- 
dent that the place could not be taken till all inter* 
course with the English troops was cut off, the enemy 
immediately erected two strong batteries to the right . 
and lefvof the line of defence; and these were so well 
served by their artillery, that they at length destroyed 
one of the boats which supported tbe bridge of com- 
n>unication. In consequence of this, the place must 
have surrendered immediately, had it not been for th^ 
e;(ertions ol Lieutenant Popham, who, haying repaired 
thither from Ostend, repaired the damage, and thus 
for a time protracted the fate of the town. It was for 
this particular service that, on the 7lh of April, 1795^ 
Mr. Popham was promoted to tbe rank of post-cap- 
tain. 

In the course of the last- mentioned year, be acted 
in the capacity of naval agent ior the English army on 

3 



tbe continent ; and under his iiJnmediate inspectioh ibe 
English troops which hid been serving there were 
(^barked, and escorted to Eoigland by the Dasdalua^ 
aiid Aniphion frigates. 

An invasion of the British islands having been threat- 
ened by the French, the attention of Captain Popham- 
was directed to the means of successfully resisting sucb 
an attempt. This gave rise to his plan for raising and 
organizing the sea fencibles, which, having been ap*- 
proved by government, was carried into effect in the 
spring of 17^8. Agreeably to this plan, the coast of 
England was divided into districts, over each of which 
a* post-captain, with a certain number of commanders 
and lieutenants, was appointed. The district froui 
Beachy Head to Deal inclusive, was assigned to Captain 
Popham, as a reward for hb industry and afiention ; 
and the whole of his conduct on this station evinced " 
the most laudable activity and exertion. 

Government bavrng received intelligence early in 
179^1 ^^^^ the enemy had collected a great number of 
gun-boats and transports at Flushing, with a view to 
€end them to Dunkirk and Ostend by the* Bruges 
canal, formed a plan for destroying the basonr gates ' 
and sluices. For the execution of this project, Cap- 
tain Popham was selected on account of his acquaint- 
ance with the country, and his well-established repu- 
tation for enterprize. The particulars of this expedi- 
tion, and the causes of its failure will be found detailed 
in vol. iv. p. 124. 

A treaty having been concluded. in 1799, between 
Great Britain and Russia, by which the latter engaged 
to furnish a certain number of ships and men for an 
expedition ag^nst Helland, daptain Popham w«s sent ' 
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tt Cron*tadt, ih the Nile lugger, in the capacity of a 
British commissary, to su)>erifiteiid the enibarkation 
of Uie troops. On this occasion he received a visit 
on board iiis little vessel from the Emperor Paul, and 
the whole of the inl))erial family, who were highly de- 
light^ with t£e attentions (hat were paid them, and. 
tJie aiDusement of the day. I'lie emperor, among other 
di&tinguishiug marks of favor, presented him with a 
gold box. set with diamonds, and u picture of tha 
dijnor, and conferred on hnn the cross of Malta, an 
honor which was afterwards confiri)ied to bim by bis 
Qwn sovereign* ?- 

Scuncely had Sir Homfe returned to England^ when 
the expedition to Holland took place. In c^onjundlioa 
with Captain Oodirevt he was entrusted with the com- 
mand of three gun-boats on the canal of Alkmaar. By 
the skilful management of these vessels, the flanks of 
the British army were protected, and the French so 
much annoyed^ that the Duke of York, in his publiO' 
dispatches, ei^pre^ssed himself highly indebted to Sir 
Home Puphan^ and Captain Godfrey for their assist*, 
ance. The numerous servi(;es of the ibrmer had now 
become so ootvspicuous, that some pecuniary reward 
was deemed requisite, and on the 26 th of December, 
^799i ftn annual pension o( 500K was settled uptft 
him. ' •- ^v . • 

In the cour^ of the year iBOi\ he was appointed to 
the command of a small squadron intended to convey 
a detai'hment oftroo^'S from tljeCape uf Good Hope, 
up the R' d Sea, for the purpose of co-operating in the 
projected expedition against the French in Egypt. He 
accordingly hoisted his pendant on board the Rooiiu'y 
of 5 ' gwns» aal proccjed^d with the Seii^ii^lr «;!' J6, 
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anti the Sheerness aud Wiihelmma of 44< gund •ack».t«it 
execute the commission with which be had been in- 
trusted. Having performed this service, be set sail 
for the East Indies for stores and provisiotiSy'but in* 
stead of repairing to Bumhay, where some of theia. 
might have been furnished from the king's stores, he 

^ deemed it more eligible to proceed to Calcutta, iiv' 
^rder to have an interview with the governor-general 
in person. In Novembqr, 1801, he was preparing to. 
return to the Red Sea, when he was called back by an 
order from, the vice-president in council, in conae- 
^uencc of a dispatch from England, intimating ar strong; 
suspicion that the French had sent out an expedition 

, against the Portuguese settlement of Macao, with. a; 
vie>jv to intercept the ships employed in the. China/ 
tr»de. Sir Home immediately suggested the necessity^ 
of sending a force for the protection of the settlaai^, 
vid' offered his services to convoy it, PreparatioBS. 
were accordingly made; but having. arrived* at Prince, 
of Wales's Island in December, 1S02, he there foimd 
Admiral Rainier, who directed the Arrogant and. 
Orpheus to proceed to Macao with the Indiamen; and 
as his squadron was scantily supplied, part of the 
Romney's stores and provisions were taken out to 
enable Uiem to perform that service. 

In January, 1803, the commodore again sailed, fcnr 
thm Red Sea, and the re-embarkation of the company's 
troops being ejected, he returned to England. . Soon 
after hts arrival, he obtained a seat in parliament for 
Yarmouth, in the Isle o( Wight. 

. About this tiiue an investigation was institutiBd re* 
lative to the exi)enditure occasioned by the refitting, 
and equipment Qf the Romdey in the £ast Indies; a 
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measure which appears rather to have originated in 
a malignant party-sjjirit, than in anxiety for tJie wel- 
fare of the pub\c service. This business, after a long^ 
unnecessary^ and vexatious delay, was submitted to 
a commhttee of the House of Commons, wlio were 
directed to 'exarajue the proceedings of the Admr- > 
rsii/ and Navy Boards, and of the Commission of 
Naval luquiry, with other circumstances tonnected 
with the case. But, so fdi from, fmding any thing la 
criminate Sir Home Popham, this committee declared, 
** that he appeared from his conduct to have beea 
actuated by no other motive, than that of an ardent 
xeal for the public service ; and that, so far from en- 
couragii»g and conniving at any waste, he appeared ta 
have effected very considerable savingsV 

In September, 1 804, Sir Home was appointed to* 
the Antelope of 50 guns, and in the absence of Admi- 
ral Louis, assumed the command on the Dungeness^ 
station. Soon afterwards he was removed to the Dia- 
dem of 50 guns ; and, on the equipment of an expedi- 
"lion against the Cape of Good Hopt, towards the con- 
clusion of 1805, Sir Home Popham was selected to 
conduct it. With what ability he executed this com- 
mission may be seen in a former part of this volume; 
ail account of bis farther success in the conquest of 
Buenos Ayres,tlie plan of which originated, we believe^ 
entirely with himself^ will hereaftev be the subject of 
our notice* 
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LOnV KEITH. * 



THE honourable George Keitb Elpbinstencs, thm 
son of Charles Lord Elphiustone, ir peer of Scotland^ 
was born in the year 1747. Of the early part of his 
professional career, no' authentic particulars have 
come lo cur kilowledge. His promotion as post-cap- 
tain bears ^late May I r, 1775, and^ the year follow 
ing, lu: was appointed to the Pearl frigate) of 32 guns,, 
in which he served in America under the orders of 
Karl Howe, We next find him in the Perseus frigate, 
under Admiral Arbuthnot. At the . reduction of 
IMjarlcstown, he commanded a detachment of sea me a 
oivehore, and received the ofBcial coinmeudation of 
GeneralCIinton, the commander of the Imid forces for 
bis gallantry and spirited exertions. 

On his return from America, Captain Flphinstone 
was appointed to the Warwick^ of 50 guns, and being 
on a cruize in the Channel, he fell in with a Dutch 
ship of equal force, ou the 5tb of January, 1781, and 
took her. The particulars of th^ action are given in 
vol. iii. p. 10. During the remainder of the war 
Captain Elphinstone continued in the Warwick, prin- 
cipally employed on the North American station, 
where, on the 11th of September, 1782, he was con^ 
'cerned in the capture of the French frigate L'Aigle, of 
40 guns. See vol. iii. p. 84. 

From the peace of 1783, Captain Elphinstone ap« 
pears to have remained unemployed till the comnoenre- 
mentofthewar with France, in 1793, when he was 
appointed to command the Robust, of 74 guns, one of 



the squkdron sent to tlie Mediterranean under Lord 
Hood. When the nfecessary arrangemients were toad^ 
for taking possession of Toulon, Captain Elphinstone, 
who superintended the landing of the troops at Fort la 
Walgue, was appointed by the admiraUo act as their 
eommander and governor of the fort. In this difficult 
post he dbplayed, not only the greatest personal intre- 
pidity, but likewise a consummate knowledge of mili- 
tery tactics. When it was found indispensably neces- 
sary to evacuate Toulon, the care of embarking the 
artillery, stores, and troops waS committed to Captain- 
Elphinstone. This service he ei^cuted with such 
ability as to obtain the most liberal encomiums of the 
eommander<-in-Chief, as \teU nt of General Dundas; 
and, oh liis return to Englahd, h^ was honored by his 
Majesty with the or^er of the Bath, 

Onthfe lltb of Aphl^ 17&4, Captain Elphinstone 
was promoted to be Hear-adtniral of th& Blue, and on 
the 4th of July, was advanced to the same rank in the 
^^hite squadton 5 on which he hoisted his Q-dgoh board 
tke Barfteur, of ^8 guns. Rear-admiral Rowley who 
commanded her on the glorious I st of June, having 
lost a leg oh that memorable occasion. He continued 
with the Channel fleet, during ihe remahider of the 
year ; but war having broken out between Great Bri- 
tain and Hdllsnd, he shifted his flag early in 1755, 
ftom tiffr BiTfteot to the Monarch, of 74 guns, and 
a^umed the comfmand of a squadron destined against 
thfe C^pe of Good Ho'pte. The proceedings of the ad- 
miral which terminated in the reduction of that colony 
and the capture of a Dutch squadron sent out for the 
oppress purpose of re-coiw^uetrhg it, will be found in 
vol. iii. p.369-375', arid vol. iv. p. 4.1-4-3. 

2.E ^ 
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After the performance of tbese services Adiliiral 
Jslphiostone sailed for Europe in the month of October^ 
1790, and, on theZth of Mardvl?97»*he was elevated 
to the dignity of a baron of Irelandy by the title of 
Lord Keith. Jn May, the same year, he was sent, to 
. Sheerness to superintend the naval preparation^^ that 
were making against the mutineers. After this be 
commanded for a short time a detachmenbof the Chan- 
j?iel Fleet, and bad his flag flyingon board the Queers 
Charlotte. 

Towards the conclusion of 1798, he was second in. 
comnland of the fleet in the Mediterranean and had 
his flag on board the Foudroyant, of SO guns. On- 
the 14th of February, If 99, Lprd Keith was promoted* 
io the rank of Vice-admiral of the Re^li and on ^ ?3d» 
of June, the Earl of St. Vincent, %irhose heaHh obligecL 
him to return to England, resigned to him the com'> 
mand of the Mediterranean fleet. -Hb operations in* 
that quarter are detailed in, vok w. p. 24|7-24>8. 

On the 1st of January, 18Q1, a general* promotion, 
of flag-oflicers took place in honor of the union be<^ 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, on. which occasion^ 
liOrd Keith was advanced to tl)e rank of Admiral of 
the Blue. His flag this year was. on boards the- Fou-- 
droyant, and he commanded the naval force employed 
against the French, on the coast of Egypt* For his. 
services on thi3 iii>por.tant station, he was created a. 
a peer of Great Britain, received the thanks of both} 
houses of parliament, and was presented,, by tlie City 
of I^udon,,with a swor4 of. tlie value of OD^ hundred, 
guineas. ^ 

The success which attended the British arms in. 
j^gypt, materijilly contributed to bring about q fp^c^,. 
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Hostilities, however,, were soon renewed^ and iv the 
month of M^rch, 1803, Lord Keith was appointed to 
the chief naval command at Plymouth. On. the Qth. 
of November,. 1805, he was advanced to the rank of 
Admiral of the White. 

In 17879 Lord Keith married Jane, daughter and 
sole heiress of William Mercer, Esq. of Aldie and 
Meekelem, in the county of Pertly Bjr th^ lady, whor 
died in 1789, he had. one daughter, Margaret, o]> 
whom, and her heirs male, if his lordship should leave: 
«o male issue^ the baropy is entailed.. * 

i 

i Jit .,„ .1 , .1 uw 

I 

Slil ANDREW MITCRELL, 

THIS officer was a native of one of the southern 
counties of Scotland^ He was born in or abqut the 
year 17379 and received his education at Edinburgh^ 
in one of those public grammar schools which contri- 
bute so powerfully to the education of the youth of, 
that country. His- father having died while young, 
the care oi his early yeara devolved, entirely on. his. 
mother. 

Being destined for the navy,, he was- pkcedon the 
quarterrdeck of the Rippon,. of 60. guns, then com«- 
manded by the late Admiral Sir Edward Yernon^ withi 
whom he repaired tol^idia in 1776^ &nd. he exhibits a. 
memorable instance of a young man's arriving in Asia 
in the capacity of a^ midshipman,, and reluming to 
Europe as a ppst-captain. France having declared In. 
f^yor of the insurg^t Amerigans; India, soon became 
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the scene of actiott> und Sir Edvt^afd V^rtfbnv wbotliekt 
tioisteidt a brood peiidi^ot as a comvaodofef Ikd severaif 
brushed with the ei^emy. On the 10th of AugOM^ 
1778, iti particular, he fell iii with the fleet commanded 
by M. Frangolly,on the coast ofCbrbitiafiicl^l^ on wbicE 
occasion an iDdecisive acttorr took place. Biit, al* 
Iteagli the British squadron did not ^cceed in bring* 
Tffig the enemy to clo^e qiiarttrs, yet it obliged tliem 16 
>eave the coast, on which the commod^^re took |X>66ea^ 
sJion of the anchorage in Poadkherry rOad, and co» 
operated effectually in the redaction of that place. 

In the mean time Mr. Mitchell,' who had been for 
some time a lieutenant^ was promoted to the command, 
of the Coventry of2r5g«nS. Reaf^admiral Sir Edward' 
Hughes having sailed from Spithead on the' 8th o£ 
March 17799 ^^ l^is arrival assumed the command ia^ 
the Indian seas, and opened such a, scene of naval tac-- 
tics, as had never before been witnessed in that distant 
qfoartec of the globe. Being on board a small vessel,. 
Oapf^n Mitcfafell. of course had it not in his power to 
enCerr the line of battle, which was so often formed 
agaifhst the able and gallant Count de Suftrein, and 
therefore was unable to distinguish himself, in any oF 
the actidos of that day. But in i78^t tvhite croizing 
off Ceylon, we find him attacking the Bellona, «a 
French fdrty-guo ship, whieh- was forced to sheer <rff, 
afeer 4 sharp abtion^of ^o hours and a half. Sir Ed- 
wlird' Hughes thought do highly of this exploit, as t& 
iriake it the principal subject of an o^ial dispatch to 
the Admiralty, dated on the day of the arrival of th^e 
Coventry at Madras. The particulars of it a-re giveu 
in vol, iii. p. 12i; /''* 

The bravery of CapVatn Mitchell ifit/h^Shalctian did. 

3 
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-not pass unrewarded; as ht vfua sood afterwards prcK 
nioted to the Sultan of 74 guns, in the room of Cap* 
t^o Watt, who feli in the action of tl>e 36 of Septefti- 
ber. The Superb, tlie admiral's ship, leaving suflered 
considerable damage in one of the most dreadful hur* 
ricanes ever experienced in that quarter, he shifted his 
flag for a time into the Sultan. , In the action of the 
20th of June, l7Sd, the Jast :iKrhich took plaee between 
Sir Edward Hughes and the French admiral Suifrein> 
Captain Mitcheirs ship, the Sultan^ had 4 men killed 
and 20 wounded. 

A few days afterwards amved the intelligence of tibe 
conclusion of peace, on which Captain Mitchell re« 
turned to Europe with a convoy ; and having obtained 
a Conwderable sum by way of priie-monej', deemed 
himself secure of all those enjoy meAts- which ctui b# 
obtHined by the possession of affluence in his native 
country. But, it is well knowi>, that the independence 
of a naval officer in the British service toa often de« 
pends on the fidelity, punctualityt and attention 6f his / 

agent; and, unfortunately, Captain Mitchell*! wit . 
more occupied in flseling the pulse of a district M 
Scotch boroughs, with a view to a geneifal election^ 
than in attending to the interests of his clients. The 
result was, that after many years spent in active ser* 
vice abroad, Captain Mitchell found himself^ sooo 
a0er his arrival in LoadoRf bereft of nearly all hisfor* 
tune! > , » 

Do ring the peace, like many other meritorious ofR* ' 
cerS) he remaiued unemployed r but no sooner did the 
war with France take place, than he was promote<l to 
a ship, and we find him serving under JLoid Howe, first 
OH boaEd the Asia of 64 guns, and- thw io thejroprcg^ 



oableofdOgiiBS^ Ib 1791s he t6ok rank as a lear^ 
AdmiwJ of tlie Uue squadnm; in^cibf^arjr, i797f fac 
was adiranced to the aaina ntokiin the ithite.; and in 
February, 17$9> to be vtce-adrairal ^ the blue. The 
first time, however> that his fbg was hoisted, was ii» 
April, 1799; on board ihe JZealand of ^i^uns, at tha 
More* 

« 

About this time the governiiieiit Isavkif oonceired 
the .plao of au expedition to Holland, the naval pHft 
ef it was entrwited to Vice-admiral MkbhcU, wha 
shifted his flag into the Isis of 50 guns. Howevet 
uafortunate the military opeiraticms might be, cckn* 
plete 'Success attended the measures adopted by Ackni* 
ral Mitchalli who was enabled|. wttboia bk>odsh«d» to 
add twenty-lbur sail of D^tcb shipsi of wUclt teia 
ware of the lioei to the British navy. Sea irol* ivi 
p.fiOI. ^ - 

The akill> bravery, and conduct of the vke-admiraf^ 
obtained the higbest approbation of the ^vemmaiit* 
Tbe thanks of both houses of parliament -^ere viotad 
him, and on the ^tk of lafruary, iSOO^ bis M»^ty^ 
tonferred on biai tbe ordier t)f ibe Bath« Tte ci^ of 
London also voted htm their thanks, and p^eteabed 
bins with a fword valaed at one hundred guineas. 

In the aame year> Sir Andrew served under Lord 
Bridport, in the Channel fK^et, having his dag on 
board the Windsor Castle of 98 guns. On tbe Ibi 
of JanuaFy, 1801, he was promoted to be vice-admiral 
•f ^e while, and for some time cduttoued to command 
a division of tbe Chatinel Ik^t under Admiral Cora*. 
wallis. In November he was f«ent with a detachment 
of that fleet to Baatry Bay, in Ireland, whera, in^thd^ 
folk>wtng moatb^ violent symptoms of uiutidy broke 
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^t IB the T«iueraire» uader the oomoiaud ol Rear* 
admiral Campbell which, ship bad been ordered^ witk 
several others, to the West Indies. The mutineers 
being secured, the-fleet proceeded to Spithead, where 
Sir Andrew acted as president of the court-martial 
appointed to try themi 

In the spring of 1802, Sir Andrew Mitchell sailed 
in the Leander of 50 guns, to take the chief comnland 
at Halifax in Nova Scotia. In 1803, he lost his wife, 
who died at Bermuda, whither he had been advised 
to go (qt the benefit of his health; and some time 
afterwards he married a lady of Halifax. 'On the 23d 
of April, 1804-, he was made vice-admiral of the red,^ 
and on the 9th of November, 1805, admiral of the 
blue. He again went early in '1806*, to Bermuda, for 
the benefit of his health, atid there died on the 26th of 
February. 

No one knew better tiian Sir Andrew Mitchell how; 
to preserve that. spirit of subordination which is essen- 
tial to the interests of the navy ; yet no one was more 
beloved by his officers, 'or lived on better terms with 
them. Like a father among his children, the sole obr 
ject of his care seemed to be to make them happy. 
He was extremely fond of music ; and being provided, 
with an excellent band, it was his custom, when not 
prevented by professional avocations, to assemble such 
of his officers as were not on duty in the great cabin t9 
enjoy the concert. When obliged to part with his 
officers, — several gentlemen educated on his quarter- 
deck bemg now post-captains,— he could scarcely re t rain 
from tears. His unwearied attention to the seamen a& 
well as to the officers under his commtind is well 
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known ; and the natural consequedcc was, that he dir dl 
ivespected and lamented h^ all who were within the 
Sfihere of his iuHuetice. '•* • 
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SIR THOMAS LOUIS, 



THIS oflScer, who was bom in the year 1759* is- 
descended from a respectable; fajiiily settled at £xeter« 
in the county of Devon. lie bad not completed his 
twelfth year, wlmn Ikj embarked in 1770, in the capa- 
city of a midshipman, on l>oard of thfe Fly sloop, coni- 
xnanded by Captain Graham, lie was removed this 
following yoar into the Southampton frigatfy then 
commanded by Captain Macbride. During bis con*- 
linuance in that ship, she was employed, in i772» 
together with the Seaford frigate and the Cruizer sloop,. 
in conveying the unfortunate queen of Denmark from 
£lsineur to Stade. 

Mr. Louis remained in the Southampton till 1774-^ 
when he wa,s removed Into, the Kent of 74 .gun^n Cap- 
tain Fielding; after which he again served in the Fly 
« sloop and the Southampton and Orpheus frigates, in - 
1775, he experienced anotber removal into the Thetis 
frigate, in v/Jiich he made a voyage to St. Helena, 
under his first commander, Captain Graham. After a 
regular apprenticeship of seven years to his profesbion,. 
Mr. Louis, in July I777i attained to the rank of lieu-, 
tenant in the Bienfaisant of 64 gun?, commanded by, 
Captain Macbride, with whose fortune that of Mr. 
Louis seems to have been closely hnked. The Bien- 
faisant w^ employed either on the home station, or 
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«n such services as the main fleet or detachments from 
it were engaged in. She was one of the fleet under Ad<- 
miral Keppel in his action with the Count d'Orvilliers, 
on the 27th of July, 1778, when the Bienfaisant watf 
in such a position in the line as to prevent her from 
taking a decisive part in the engagement, so that she 
e^aped without injury to a single m^o. .. 

In 1779, ^^i*. Louis became first lieutenant of th« 
Bienfaisant, and towards the conclusion «ii the year 
sailed in her with the squadron destined for the relief 
of Gibraltar. On their passage they had the good for-' 
tune to fall in with a Spanish convoy from St. Sehas*' 
tian's bound to Cadiz, laden with naval stores, provi- 
sions, &c. escorted bj' seven ships of war belonging* 
to the Royal Caraccas Company. The whole of this- 
couvoy was captured, the commodore, in the Guipus*' 
coa, of 64 guns, surrendering to the Bienfaisant. 

A few days afterwards, on the l6ih of Janaary^' 
1780, the Spanish fleet under the command of Don 
Juan de Langara, appeared in sight of the British. 'Aii 
action took place the result of which is given in Vol* 
II. p. 348. In this engagement Lieutenant Louis wit- 
nessed some very warm work, and, as "appears by thei 
account to which we have referred, was appointed prized 
master of the Phc^nix, the Spanish admiral's ship 
which struck to the Bienfaisant. Though she was^ 
dreadfully shattered in the action, he sucfceeded irt 
carrying her safely to Gibraltar, where he- arrived 
three days before Admiral Rodney, who was under se- 
rious apprehensions for the safety of the Phoenix ; for 
it blew a hard gale of wind, in a very dark night, on a 
lee shore, when Lieutenant Louis took possession of 
^ler, and no soojiei had he and his bravd companions 
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got OQ. board than the boat which had brought tbein 
was 8\vamped by her side. 

$uch was the salisfaption of Sir George Rodoey 
with the searnanship displayed .by Mr. Louis^ on this 
occasion, that be offered either to take hipci to the West 
Indies, ai^d promote him on the first vacancy, or to give 
him an acting captain's commission to carry home t^ 
Phoeqix, io the hope that he would be confirmed in 
^at appoij^^eut by the Lords of the Admiralty, or 
9t least promoted to tlie rank of commander. The 
latter propos&l was accepted by^ Lieutenant Loois^ 
who, hx the middle of February, sailed for England 
with the Spanish piizes and part of the fieet under tlie 
command of Rear-admiral Digby. On the 2dd of the 
came month, they fell in with a French convoy, three 
sail of which were taken with one of tlie line-of-battle 
ehipsj Le Proth^e, of 64 guns, by which it was escort* 
edy as related in Vol. IL p. 353. 
• On his arrival in England our young officer was not ' 
so fortunate as to obtain the desired promotion, bnt 
was ordered to return to the Bienfaisant. in her he 
assisted in the capture of the Corapte d'Artois, of 64 
guns,, the particulars of which action are given in 
Vol. II. p. 360. 

At the close of the year 1780,, Captain Macbride 
was removed into the Artois frigate, of 44 guns ; and 
such was the estimation in which he held the merit of 
bis lieutenant, that he expressly applied for that officer, 
by whom he was accordingly accompanied; Mr. 
Louis h«|l not been above two months in the Artois, 
when, at the earnest recommendation of his captain, 
be was promoted to the rank of commander in the 
Mackworth armed sbip. In this vessel he was engaged 
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during the M^Iiole of the year ] 7'S 1 in convoying itbe 
trade from Plymouth to the Bristol Cbanivel aod back 
again. ... 

Iji \782f Captain Loui^ was sent to Inelaod as i^ 
gulating officer at Sligo and at Cork, and on that ser^ 
vice be remained till January 17l(3> when he was pro^ 
moted by A<hniral K^pel to the rank of postncapiainw 
The American war was just at this time brought to* 
\ conclusion and a long period of inactiTity ensued. 

At leiigth, atier an interval of ien years. Captain 
Louis' services were again called forth at the com*- 
mencement of the war of Xbe French revolution, i« 
17939 and it must have afforded him no small gratifi** 
cation to be selected by his old commander, Admiral 
^Vlacbride, as his captain in the Quebec, of 32 gum, 
on 'the Downs station. He was not long afterwards 
appointed to the Cumberland, cf 7^ guns, and so 
much was he beloved by all the seamea in tlie vimMtj 
of Torbay, where he had resided during the peace, ttef 
he was enabled to fiian his new j^hi^ aJ^most taiitireiy 
with volunteers from that neighborhoods ^.. 

In the spring of 1 79^r Captain LeuiB -wftt roviomii 
to the Minotaur, of74 guns^ one of the Chanoed Fledt, 
under the orders of Hear-iadmjral Montagu . Xhf ^§^ 
of Admiral Macbride was afterwands- hoisted lor.-s 
short time onliocird of the Minotaur^ which was piior 
cipally engaged, dunbg ilie 3flear, in cruising off ik^ 
French coast, lit February, I7i^3, she was empdoyi^d 
in the fleet under Earl Howe, in escorting the Eastan4 
West India convoys clear -of the cbauneland afterward^ 
cruizing off iBrest. 

Early in 179^^ Captain Louis sailed to the West Inr 
dies tvltba couxoyt and jreturned .«JciK«tiiQmediate1y 
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to England -^fth a large fleet of mercbantmen, in tire 
lleooTting of which, be manifested such skill and atten- 
tion, as to obtain a unanimous vote of thanks from 
their comm^iders. In May, 1797i the Minotaur be- 
longed to tbe Channel l^leet u Ader Lord Bridport, an4 
not long afterwards proceeded to the Mediterranean 
to reinforce the £arl of St. Vincent. ^ In 1798, she 
*v»8 one of' the squadron -de.! iched under the com- 
mand of the enterprising Nelson, up the Mediterra* 
^an, and Captain Louis consequently accompanied 
that>oflficer ifi bis arduous and discouraging pursuit of 
<he French* armament destined for the invasion of 
iOgypt. The account of this voyage, as well as the vic- 
tory- of A boukir, in the glory of which Captain Louis 
•participatt*d, is given at length in Vol. IV* p. 140 to 
*'Jf54. The: following panitulars, however, which are 
not there recorded are too highly honourable to the 
X^baracter of Captain Louis to be suppressed in this 

-When the admiral, in the Vanguard, anchored along- 
fiide of the Spartiate, he became exposed at the same 
fcimetathe Takingfireof L'Acjuilon, the next ship in 
4lbe enemy's hne^ ' Owing, however, to the gallant 
mod jiidicious manner in which Captain Louis took bis 
«tad6n ahead of the Vanguard, he not only effectually 
<i»lieved her from this distressing situation^ but obliged 
\is opponent to strike to bis superior prowess. . Tbe 
edtni^al felt so grateful to Captain Louis for having 
thus- nobly supported him, that about nine o'clock^ 
^hife the battle was raging with the utmost fury, and 
he was suffering severely from a wound in the head 
^ich he believed to be mortal, be directed Captain 
to hail tbe Minotaur ancf request Captain Louis 
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to comeoD toanrd ae be 4:ould not enjo^ n QU>a^ei4)i 
peace till he had thanked him for 1m8 ^oiajduct; a/JUU 
ing :— " this is the hundred and twenty foiutlitstiii2e.( 
have been engaged^ but 1 believe it is xtow nearly oyer 
wiib me." Captain Louis imuiediaiely b^a^emed on 
•board Cl^e Vangofird, aud tlie meeting which tack pla^o^ 
l>etweeB t^e admiral aadiiiiu 'Wd3 aiiecting in thee;c- 
treme. The latter bung over his bleeding liiend j]|i 
silenC sorrow* '* Farewel, clear X^ouis/' said the. m^- 
Danimous Nelson, *' i shall .neveiUbi;get the obligatiw 
lam under to you for your brav^ .and generous coxi- 
duct ; aud now whatever juay become .of xae^ ijoy 
-mind is at peace.'' « 

i^ftertbe sjpleiidid victory of ^boukir, Capt. Lcuis^ 
hi common with tlie other captains of the fieet. dre- 
ceived the thanks- of parliament, accompanied with » 
gold medal, and w^ also presented with a .sword by 
the city of Losdon. 

Captain Louis returned with Lord Ndson to Sicily^ 
and in the summer of .1799> was sent with Captairi 
Troubridge to-clear the. Roman territory of the French.. 
The British officers having entered into articles of ca^ 
pitulation with General Grenier, a detachment of 200 
seamen and marines was landed to take possession of 
Civita Vecchia, Coruato, and Tolfa. Meanwhile Cap-* 
tain Louis and General Bouchard proceeded to takei 
possession&f Rome on the s^me terms. For his ser- 
vices in the Mediterranean, Captain LoUis was after- 
wards presented, by the King of l»^aples, withthe in-, 
signia of the Order of St. Ferdinand and of Merit. 

During the remainder of the war. Captain Louis 
continued in the Mediterranean; in 1800, on the de« , 
struqtion of the Queen Charlotte, he had the honor ot 
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iriccivlhg Lord Keith's flag on board of tbe Mino- 
tatw, arid in 1801, he accompanied Kfe lordship to the 
tcoai^t of Egj^pt. Here he remained till the conclueiott 
of the peace, when lie returned to England. 

On the renewal of hostilities he was appointed to the 
Conqueror, of 74? guns. In April, 1 804, on his pro- 
liiotion to the rank of Rear-admiral of the White, he 
fioisted his flag on board the Leopard, of 50 guns, and 
commanded on the Boulogne station during the re- 
mainder of that year. In March, 1 805, a particular 
apjplicatioh was made for him by his friend Lord Nel- 
fton, binder whom he was appointed to serve in the Me* 
direrranean in the Canopus, of 80 guns, one of the 
prizes taken'at Aboukir; lie was also the companion 
of his lordship in his arduous cfaace of the French fleet 
to and from tlie West Indies. On his return he joined 
the fleet before Cadiz, and, when Lord Nelson assumed 
the command of it, was detached, by him, with se- 
ven sail of the line on a particular service. To 
this circumstance was ascribed the resolution of the 
French admiral, Villeneuve, to put to sea, and to 
this was Britain consequently indebted for. the most 
brilliant victory that ever graced her naval annals. 

On bis return from the Mediterranean, Rear-admr* 
ral Louis fell in with Vice-admiral Duckworth who 
had received intelligence that a l^'rench fleet had sailed 
for the West Indies. He immediately took -our gal- 
lant officer under his command and pursued the ene- 
my thither. The result was the glorious and decisive 
victory off* St. Domingo, in which the Canopus had 
eight men killed and 22 wounded. For the particulars 
of this achievement, see Vol. V. p. 202-208. For the 
share which the rear-admiral bore in this action, he 
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received the thanks of both houses of parliament, and 
vaisoon afterwards raised to the dignity of a baronet 
of the united kingdom. 

After these services performed in the West-Ii^diesy 
Sir Thomas Louis returned to his station in the Medi- 
terranean, and then repaired to England. The last 
service in which he has been engaged was in. cruizing;^ 
tvith a squadron off Belleisle, for the purpose, of inters 
eepting the French force, under Willaumez, in case of 
its return to Europe. . . 

Sir Thomas, early dn life, married Miss Bel field, a 
lady of a very respectable family in the west of Eng^ 
•land, by whom he has four sons andjbhree daughters^ 
The eldest son is a post captain in ihe navy, and the 
youngest is at the naval academy, at Portsmouth, being 
also intended for his father's profession. 



SIR TIDWARD BERHY-. 



IT may safely be aiHrmed that4he British navy can* 
not produce an officer, who has seen more service tliau 
Sir Edward Berry. . Associated for many years witl> 
the immortal Nelson, he emulated tlie glory of hia 
commander, and contributed in no small degree to 
the unparalleled success of his enterprizes. In the 
victory of Earl Howe ; in the glorious engagements off 
Cape St. Vincent and Aboukir ; iu the defence of the 
Leander ; in the capture of the Guillaumc Tell ; in the 
deathless achievement at Trafalgar ; and the brilliant 
action off St. Domingo, the valor, conduct and pro? 
fessional merit of Sit Edward Berry have earned «^ rich 
harvest of renown. 
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This distingiikbed officer was born is tlie year 1766. 
His father was a respectable iDercbaot in the city of 
London, who dying before he had i^alised an ade- 
quate provision for his family, his widow, with two 
tBODs and five daughters, .were left with but sleixier 
means of support. Edward, the ^dest ^on, early 
eviwoed a predilection for the naval service, and ck- 
Gumstances favored his iBitiation wlien very yoang^ 
into that profession to which he has done so onich (^-^^ 
dit« His uncle, the Rev. Titus Berry, had«beeathe 
master of an academy at Norwidi, where the late 
Lord Mulgrave received part of his education. By 
means of the recommendation of this relative, he ha<f 
the good fortune to commence his nautical career un- 
der the auspices of that nobleman in 1779> before he 
had attained the age of fourteen years. 

His first voyage was in the Burford, of 70 guns> to 
the East-Indies ; but we are unable to trace the parti- 
cular kind of service in which Mr. Berry was employed 
in the early stage of his progress. The long interval 
of peace which succeeded the American war, was un- 
favorable to his hopes of promotion ; and it was not 
till after the commencement of 4lie war with France in 
17^3, that he was made a Heuflenant^.for having signa- 
lized himself in boarding a bhip of war which had be&a 
grappled. 

As barren as had been the preceding part of his pro- 
fessional career of opportunities to acquire distinction, 
so abundantly did fortune compensate for the defici- 
ency in that which followed. Soon after his promo- 
tion, he gave farther proofs of his intrepidity inLord 
Howe's engagement. on the 1st of June 1794<; and had. 
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Ihe satisfaction to obtain the notice and approbation of 
bis 'superior officers. 

• 'In the course of his jservice in the fleet in the Medfr* 
terrauean, his merit attracted the particular obsei'va- 
tion of Sir John Jervis and Commodore Nelson, with, 
■whom be formed a permanent friendship. Under the 
latter he served, first in the Agamemnon, ai^ after«» 
wards in tlie Captain, of which be was. first lieutenant 

oh the memorable 14th of February 1797. 

The conduct of Lieutenant Berry cannot be better 
described than by the pen of bis commander, in his 
memoir of tlie proceedings of the Captain ; and there- 
fore we shall without apology insert those invaluable - 
remarks of the immortal Nelson, on the events of that 
day. i . . • 

•< J few Remarks, relative to myselj tn the Captain, in 
'* which Ship my Pendant was fif/ing on the most gloria 
** ous Valentine's Day^ \7S7' 

. " At one, P: M. the Captainlhaving passed the stern- 
most of the enemy's ships, whieh formed their van and 
part of their centre, consisting of seventeen sail of the 
line; they on the larboard, we* on the starboard tack* 
the admiral made the signal to attack in succession, .. "* 
but perceiving all the Spanish ships to bear up befpre 
the wind, evidently with an intention of forming their 
line, going large, joining their separated divisions ; at 
that time engaged with some, of our centre ships, pr 
flying from us; to prevent cdthrei: of their schemes from 
taking effect, I ordeired^he ship to be wore, and pass- 
ing between. the 'Ciadem and the Excellent, at a quar** 
ter past one ^^clock, was engaged with the headmost^ 
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^ud, of coursey leewardmost of the %anisb-diviuoo* 
The ships which I knew, -were the Stotissitna Trini- 
dada, 136; San Josef, 112; Salvador del MuDdo, 
112 ; 3an Nicholas, 80 ; anoUier first-rate, and 9k7^t 
same unknown. ^ 

•* I was immediately joined and most nobly 'supporl* 
ed by the CuUoden, Captain Troubridge ; the Spanish 
ieejt not' wishmg, I suppose, to have a decisive battle, 
hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, which brought 
the ships above-mentioned to be the leewardmotit and 
stern- most ships in their fleet. For near an hour, I Ije- 
lieve, (but do not pretend to 1^ correct as to time) did 
the CiJioden and Captain support this apparently, but 
not really, unequal contest; when the Blenheim pass* 
ing between us and the enemy, gave us a respite, and 
sickened the Dons. 

''At this time the Salvador del Mundo and San 
Isidro dropped astern, and were fired into, in a mas- 
terly style, by the Excelleot, Captain Collingwood, who 
compelled the San Isidro to hoist English colours; and 
I thought the large ship, Salvador del Mundo had also 
Struck , bat Captain Collingwood, disdaining tlje pa* 
Tade of taking possession of a vatiq^uisbed enemy, most 
gallantly pushed up, with every sail set, to^ave his old 
friend and mes-smate, who was, to appearance, in a 
critical state ; the 'Blenheim being a head, the CuUo- 
den crippled and astern. The Excellent ranged up 
within two feet of the San Nicholas, giving a most tre- 
mendous fire. The San Nicholas luffing up, the San 
Josef fell on board her ; &nd the Excellent passing on 
for the Santissima Trinidada, the Captain resumed her 
station a-breast of them, and close alongside ; at this 
time the Captain having lost her fore- top mastj not a 
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sail, shroud, nor rope left : her wheel away, and inca- 
pable of farther service in the line, or in the chase, I 
directed Captain Miller to put the helm a-starboard, 
and calling for the boanlers, ordered them to board. 

** The soldiers of the 69th, with an alacrity which 
will ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pearson, of 
the same regiment, were almost the foromost in this ser- 
vice ; the first man who ju.nped into the mizen chains 
was Captain Berry, late my first lieutenant, (Captain 
Miller was in the very act of going also, but I ordered 
him to remain) : he was supported from our sprit sail 
yard, which hooked in the mizen rigging. A soldier i f 
'the 69tb regiment having brokeu the upper quarter* 
gallery window, I jumped in myself, and was followed 
by others as fast as possible. I found the cabin doors 
fiastened, and some Spanish officers fired their pistols; 
but hiiviog broken open the doors, the soldiers fired ^ 
and the Spanish brigadier (commodore with a distin- 
guishing pendant) fell, as retreatmg to the quartep- 
deck. I pushed immediately onwards for the quarter* 
deck, where I found Captain Berry in possession of the 
poop ; and tlie Spanish ensign hauling down. I passed 
with my people, and Lieutenant Pearson, on the lar« 
board gang-way, to the forecastle, where I met two or 
three Spanish officers, prisoners to my seamen : they 
delivered me their swords. A (ire of pistols, or mus- 
kets, opening from the admiral's stern -gallery of the 
San Josef, I directed the soldiers to fire into her stem ; 
and calling to Captain Miller, ordered him to send 
more men into the San Nicholas; and directed my 
people to board the first- rate, which was done in ah 
in^laat^ Captain Berry assisting me in the main-chains. 
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At this moment a Spanish officer looked over the 
quarter-deck rail, and said they had surrendered. ^- 
From this most welcome intelligence it was not long 
before I was on the quarter-deck, where the Spanish, 
captain, with a bow, presented me his sword, and said 
the admiral was dying of his wounds. I asked him, 
on hib honour, if the ship was surrendered ; he de- 
clared she was : on which I gave him my hand, and 
desired him to <;all his officers and ship's company, 
and tell them of it ; which he did : — and on the quar- 
ter-deck of a Spanish first rate, extravagant as the 
story may seem, did I receive th^ swords of vanquish- 
ed Spaniards ^ which, as 1 received, 1 gave to William 
Fearney, one of my bargemen, who put them, with the 
greatest sang frmdy under his arm. I was surrounded 
by Captain JRerry, Lieutenant Pearson, of the 69th re- 
giment, John Sykes, John Thomson, Francis Cooke, 
all old J^amemnom^ and several other brave men^lsea- 
men, and soldiers. Thus fell these ships ! 

N. R. In boarding the San Nicholas, I believe 
we lost about seven men killed and ten wounded, and 
about twenty Spaniards lost their lives by a foolish re- 
sistance. None were lost, I believe, iii board ii\g the 
8an Josef. 

f Horatio Nelson, .. 
Signed < Ralph Willett Miller, 
(.Edward Berky. 

The assistance of Mr. Berry, in this desperate con- 
flict, was most gratefully acknowledged by the heroic 
Nelson, who, in the month of April foljowing> o^ hid 
promotion to a flag, made Lieutenant Berry his cap- 
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tain. He accompanied his patron to TenerifTe, and 
afterwards to England, to which he was obh'^ged to 
repair for medical assistance. The testimony which 
he bore to the gallantry of Captain Berry, was equally 
honorable to both. The king, on his fitst appearance 
at court, expressed hjs sorrow for the loss the admiral 
had sustained, and the impaired state of his health, 
which might deprive his country of his future services. 
" You have lost your right anu«" observed the king, 
"' But not my right hand," replied Sir Horatio, " as I 
have the honor of presenting Captain Berry to you." 

When the admiral was sufficiently recovered, Cap- 
tain Berry again attended hip in the Vanguard to 
the scene of his late achievement. The proceedings 
of the squadron detached under his command by 
the Earl of St. Vincent^ and the particulars of the glo- 
rious battle of the Nile, have been so amply related in 
our fourth volume, that it would be superfluous to no- 
tice them in this place. 

Captain Berry was sent to England in the I^eander 
with the official account of that splendid victory. On 
her parage, die Leander had the misfortune to fall in' 
with the Genereux, a ship of far superior force, and 
after a most bloody and obstinate engagement, the 
narrative of which will be found in vol. iv. p. ]64, was 
obliged to surrender. To this account we may be per- 
mitted to add, that Captain Berry, during the ^ction^ 
behaved with his usual 'intrepidity, and received a ^ 
wound from part of a map's skull, which was driven 
through his arm^ 

On his arrival in England he was welcomed with the 
praises of his countrymen and met with the most flat- 
tering reception from his sovereign who conferred on 
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hiin> tlie lionCNr' of k'oigbthood. The corporaCion of 
London voted bim theit^ tbanksr and directed the free*^ 
dom of the city to be presented to binr in & gold box^ 
Previous tofais return to the Mediterr^neaBySir Edward' 
ptibiislied a« aoeount of the battle of the-Mle«-*a task 
for wfaich bis situation in that gloriouis encountar eiui* 
nently qualified bim. 

Sir Edward soon afterMrards entered again upon ac- 
tive service, as captain of Lord-Nelsoi>s flag sbip^ tbe 
Foudrbysnt of SOguns^ His lordibip being takemill, 
he was und^r the necessity of going on shore in Sicily# 
so' that Sir Edward was left in the-oommatid of the 
Foudroyant. During the absence of tbe admiral^ he' 
liad the gratification of taking, after an obstinate en- 
gagement, the Guillaume Tell of 66 guns, and l^OOO 
men, the only remaining ship of the French fleet attbe 
battle of the Nile. 

The enemy had been discovered and brouglit to ao*- 
tion b^ Captain Dixon of the Lion, and Captain Black-^ 
wood in the Penelope. It had continued about fifty 
minutes, when the Foudroyant cam^ up with a press of 
canvas^ and Sir Edward Berry laying her so close 
alongside the enemy, that her spare anchor was but 
just clear of hismizen-chains,liailed the French com- 
nisinder. Admiral Decres, and ordered him to strike. 
He answered by brandishing his sword over his headj 
and discharged a musket at Sir Edward/ This was 
follo\i;ed by a broadside, which nearly, unri^ed the 
Foudroyant ; whose guns,- however, being prepared 
with three round shots in'cach, poured a most tre- 
mendous and effectual discharge, crashing through and 
through the enemy, and forming a perfect chord of 
harmony in the ears of her gallant crew« The next 
broadside carried away tbe main and mizen-aiast» of 
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theGuillaume Tell, at the same time the Foudroyant's 
fore-.top-naast, jib-boom, «prit-sail, maio-top-sail yarc}, .. 
stay-sails^ fore-sail and main-sail were all i^ tatters, 
lu this situation it was difficult to make the ship fall 
off so as to maintain her position. The cpmbatants^ 
therefore, separated for a few minutes, when Sir £dr 
ward Berry called his men from the main-deck^ and 
rutting away part of the wreck, once more got thie 
ship under command, and again laid her close along- 
side her determined opponent, who nailed )iis colours 
to the «tump of the miast, and displayed his flag on » 
fpole «boye -th^em. Sir ^ward now comm'enced a 
tremendous -^iid well-directed fire, his men havii^g. gqt 
i|)to 4he ayBtem qf >firiqg ^every g^ua twic^, or three 
timesy in a minute, regularly going throi^gb the exer* 
xia9. The Lion aiid Penelope were meanwhile doing 
igteai execution. cAt lei^th, the fore-mast of the G uil- 
JjQAiilie Tell )[>eing lijcejwise shot away, she struck her 
iSoVnifs. in this obstinate coadict, which l^ed an' 
' Jiouraud a hi^li^ ihe .Fou4f oyaoit Imd leight mei^ killed 
-jMQd sixty-one WiOunded^ among whons^ was Sir Cdwarfl 
^rry, slightly, but he never -quitted the deck, w/herfi 
i))^4^i>^edjbis'u^0) intrjepidi^. She expended 1 6,2 
j^ore^ of |)owd^,. 1200 thirty- tworpound shot, 1240 
Jtvuie^tj-poundy ipO e\ghteea-pound, and 200 twelve- 
pound ditto. The slaughter on -board ^he Gviillaun\a 
T«U-%W:yfiry )great, tnore than 200 of her .€i;e\v being 
jcijlled and wounded. On her arrival in Ei^gland h^ 
iname iwas .changed to the Malta* 

In the iHonth .of June; 1800, Sir ^ward conyeyed 
the. royal if^xoiiy ef Naples from .PiQlenrao to Leghorn, 
on boaid the Eo^dfo^ant. Befoije^e departure of his 
iUu4trio98,g«l^||i JbfS was preseinted by .the queen with 
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a gold box and a diamond ring. This was the la'^t 
service in which he was engaged during the war. 

For a considerable lime after the feconrimen cement 
of hostilities, Sir Edward Berry reniained unemployed. 
At length, in the suipmer of 1805, he was appointed 
' to the command of the Agamemnon of 6^ gwns, ia 
which, some years before, he had servud in an inferior 
station. In 'September he sailed from Portsmouth in 
con)pany with his*friend, Lord Nelson, and was present 
in the followii^ month at the glorious battle of Trafal- 
gan The Agamemnon was engaged in ihe van divi- 
sion of the fleets but it does not ap(>e&r thai slie bad 
any opportunity of particularly distinguishing berself, 
though there cannot be a doubt that bet coibbiander 
fulfilled his duty to its utmost extent. 

The Agamemnon was one of the squadron which 
not long after this event proceeded under Admiral 
Duckworth in quest of a French force which had es- 
caped from Rochefort, and sailed for the West Indies. 
The glorious issue of this chace has been fully describ- 
ed in the present volume. In the action off St. Do- 
mingo, the Agamemnon sustained less loss than any 
other ship, having only one man killecl afw 13 wounded 
As some reward for his numerous services tl>e king 
bassince conferred on Sir Edward, the dignity of a-baf- 
ronet of the United Kingdom. X 

In 1799, Sir Edward married his cousin-german, 
the daughter of the late Dr. Foster, of Norwich: He 
is reported to be in very jeasy circumstances. One of 
his uncles went, early in life, to India where he ac- 
quired a considerable fortune, great part of which he 
bequeathed tohis nephews and nieces^/'sd as to place tlie 
whole family in a comfortable stiite df ilad^pendence. 
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COmUEST OP BUENOS ATnUS. 

m 

/ 

IT fias been thougb't expedient to comprize in tbift 
volume tbe reduction of the valuable Spanish colony 
of Bu^uos Ayres, and its dependencies ; a conquest, 
perhaps, more imporjtant, as well as more honorable to 
tbe British arm^ than any that has been achieved duir* 
iu^ the present war. 

No sooner had the force sf)nt out to tlie Cape of 
Good Hope edtected the complete reduction of that 
settlement, than Sir Home Popham, than whom tbe 
British navy does not possess a more enlightened bffi- 
cer, formed a plan for employing the vessels und^r bis 
command on a beneficial expedition to tbe opposite 
shores of tbe American continent. It obtained tbe 
lipprobatipQ of General Baird^ who, having received 
some reinforcements from England, assigned what troops 
be could spare for its e^fecution, and gave the command 
of them to Major-general Beresford. Tbe Spanish 
settlements in the Rip de la Plata were tbe object of 
this expedition. 

The armament sailed from the Cape, and arrivecf to- 
wards tb« conclusion of iVpril at St. Helena, where the 
commanders, on application to tbe governor, obtained 
permission to embark a detachment of troops belong- 
ing to ^tbat island. Notvvitbstanding this recruit, 
their whole force, including the marines and seamen 
destined to act on shore, did not exceed l635 men, 
officers included. 

On the 2d of May they sailed from St. Heleaa^ and, 
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after a ps^sage of unexpected length, made Cape St. 
Mary. Sir Home Popham considering it an object of 
material consequence to obtain the earliest local infor- 
mation in the river, placed the squadron under the di- 
rection of Captain Rowley, on the 27th of May, and 
preceded it in the Narcissus for that purpose. He was 

, accompanied by Captain Kennett of the engineers, 
viho was directed by the general to reconnoitre tbe 
enemy's places on the river, in the besit manner cir- 

' cumstances would permit, and to collect every possi- 
ble intelligence concerning thein. On the 8th of June 
the Narcissus anchored near the island of Flores ; on 
the lUh the commodore had .the satisfaction to fall in 
with the Encounter, and the Ocean transport, which 
had parted from the fleet previous to its arrival at St. 
Helena. Owing to fogs and baffling winds, it was not 
till bix days after the armament entered the river that 
it joined the Narcissus. 

'J'he commanders immediately consulted whether it 
would be most prudent first to attack the town of St* 
Philip, Monte Video, or Buenos Ay res, the capital of 
the province. They determined to proceed against the 
latter, on which no time was lost in removing from the 
line of battle ships the troops, marines, and such sea* 
men as were incorporated with them, and ottiers who 
had been regularly exercised to arms during the pas- 
sage, into the Narcissus, the Encounter, and the trans- 
ports ; while the Dfadem blockaded the port of Monte 
Video, and "the Raisonable and Diomede, by way of 
demonstration, cruized near MaldoLado and other as- 
sailable points. This business was accomplished on 
the i6th of June, at which time the armament was 
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about ninety miles distant from the place of its desti- 
datipn. Its progress up the river was very much re- 
tarded by the shoalness of the water, adverse winds^ 
and currents^ continual fogs, and the great inaccuracy 
of the charts i but by the skill and assiduity of Sir 
Home Popham, and the unremitting and laboiious ex- 
ertions of the officers and men under'his coirimand, 
these difficulties were surmounted,' and the squadron 
anchored on the afternoon of the 25th off Point 
Quilmes a Pouichin> about tweKe miles from BuenoS 
Ay res. 

Here General Beresford proposed to land, having 
been informed by an Englishman who was pilot for the 
river, and was taken by the Narcissus out of a Portu- 
guese vessel, that it was an excellent place for that 
purpose, and there was an easy access from it into the 
country. As it was impossible for the Narcissus to ap- 
proach the Fhore on account of the shoalness of the 
water, the Encounter w^is run in so close as to take 
the ground, the more effectually to cover the*debar- 
kation of the army iiftcase of necessity. The whole, 
however, was landed in the course of the evening, 
without the least opposition, consisting of the detach- 
• ment of his Majesty's troops from the Gape, and that 
from St. Tlelefia, with the marine battalion, m^der the 
orders of Captain King, of the Diadem,- which was 
composed of the 'marines of the squadron, augmented 
by the incorporation of some seamen, and three com- 
panies of royal blues, from the same source of enter- 
prise, who had been regularly trained for that duty, and 
dressed in an appropriate uniform. 

The enemy was posted at the village of Reduction, 
^hich was dni'^au'emizienqe, about two miles from the 
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beacb, with the appear^ce of a fiue plain betweea 
the two armiesy whicli, however, praved x)d the follow- 
ing moruiog to be only a morass ta.a high state of vtr^ 
dure. General Beresford was ioibraied by his ,guide, 
that, though in winter this place was impassable^ it was 
then very practicable and easy for guns to pas^ 

It was elj^vfsn o'clock "in the morning of the 26th 
Jaefore General Beresford could move off his ground^ 
and the enemy, from their position, might have count- 
ed every man of the British force. They ^wjere drawn 
up along the brow of the hill on which was situated 
tlie village of Reduction, which covered their right 
fiaiik, and their force consisted principfiUy of cavalry, 
jto the number of two thousand, with eight field-pieces. 
The nature of the ground was such, that General Be- 
resford was under the necessity of going directly to 
their front ; apd to make his line as nearly as possible 
equal to theirs, he formed all the troops into one line, 
excepjt the St. Hdena infantry of one hundred and fifty 
men, which he formed one hundred and. twenty yards 
in the rear, with two field pi^s, and orders to face 
to tiie right or left, as either of the flanks should be 

I 

threatened by the cavalry. He had two six^pounders 
on each fiank, and two howitzers inthe-centFe, of the 
first line. In tliis order the troops adyanoed gainst 
the enemy, and General- Beresford . having arrived 
within range of their guns, a tongue of swamp crossed 
his front, and obliged him to halt, whilst the guns took 
a small circuit to cross. Ihis was scarcely performed, 
when the enemy opened their field pieces, at first well 
pointed, but as the English advanced at a very quick 
r^te, in spite of the boggy grouud, that very soon 
obliged them to leav^ all th^ir gujos bcjhind^ the firf^ 
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'did them but little injury. The • 7 1st regiment reach- 
ing the bottom of the heights in a pretty good line, se- 
conded by the marine battalion, the enemy would nolt 
wait the nearer approach, but retired from the brow of 
the hill, which our troops ascended, -with that coolness 
and courage which has on every occasion marked the 
character of the British soldier. The Spaniards now 
fled with precipitatioh, leaving behind their artillery^ 
consisting of four field-pieces and one tumbril. 

General DeiX'sford halted two hours on the field to ^ 
n^st the troops, and to~ make -arrangements for taking 
with him Um enemy'rgup&fmd his own, which had noif 
bcH&n extricated from thei bug by the exertions of Cap^ 
toin Donnelly of th^ K^rrcissns, who had accidentally 
landed^ and acconspaniedilth^ troops, on seeing them 
advance to meet the-enemy. 

, The general tiben marched, in hopes of preventing 
the destruction.of the bridge over the Rio Chuelo, a 
river at that season of the year not ibrdable, and which 
lay between him and the city, distant from it about 
three miles, and elight from his then situation ; and. 
though he used the utmost diligenccj he had the nnor* 
tification to see it in flames long before he could reach 
it. He therefore halted the troops for the night, a mile 
from it, aod j;)ushed on thre^ companies of the 7lstv 
under Lieutenant- colonel Pack, with two howitzers, to 
the. bridge, to endeavour to prevent its total destmci- 
lion. He accompanied this detachment himself, but 
on reacliing the bridge, found it entirely consumed ; 
and as the enemy, during the night, was heard briug- 
ing down gun<, he withdrew the detachment before 
light, as their position was thought too open 9Xid ex« 
jpoaed to the ^nem/s fire. 



. ' On the 27tli, |0i9 soon as Jt w^ li^t, Geiienil BercBfi^rd 
sent Capjtjjiin Kenoett, of tlie eugineers, to reconnoitre 
the sides of tke river, and fouti(i ibat hid troops had lit^ 
ipr pocover to protect thetn, whilst the (snemy werediawn 
jup behind hedges, houses, and io the shippiog oo thiS* 
434>posi|e bank of the river, which 'was oottlnrty yardi 
^id^. As his situation and circnmstaiiccs could not 
fuimit of the ileasi delay, lie detemuRed-^lo fence tl» 
passage^ and for that purpose ordered down the field* 
>^ieces to the waler'^ edge, ai»d direct the infantfy to 
«69>ai|i Hk the r(v»r, under cover, axcept^the light com* 
l»a^|yr fiiXki >gr«n«^iafs 0f lyheiT'l^. \Aa lUs igiuisa]^ 
|M-0ached« tb^ ene^y vQ|)ened it- very tti«d»ectad li«b 
frank ^r^at^poa and 'inMAlbatP]B. : liHie iermer, liowevflv^ 
iKWDi ceased, after the Biiti&ii.&neapnied^ Qbatlte lat^ 
ter was kept up for some time, tbou^,«o ill 4v«s.it di* 
«eeted, that it did little or, no injury* By 4be^ertions 
iind activity of Captain Ki^g, who oomma^ded <tbe bat^ 
lialion ^of marines, rafts, i>oats^ &c^ ^Fei«'f)fepa09d, iaod 
ihe (troops icnossed tlue river, Peroewiing no «igns of 
farther opposition, and learning that Ae ^oop^ htt4 
•deserted the city, 'General Berestbrd.waa 'induced *by 
motives of humanity to send his aid-<lu-€ia^ 'the 
Hon. Ensign Gordon, with ^ summons- to the governor 
to deliver to hhQ the city' and fovtress, represesting 
that the excesses and calamities which would mostfMro* 
bably occur, should the troops enter in a hostile nian«> 
ner, might thus he avoided; and informing him thai 
the English would ensure to the inliabitantfr the^x^* 
cise of tiieir religion, and protection ;fbr their persons 
And for all private property. 

The governor sent back aa.oftcer to request a few 
hours to draw up conditionsi i)ut the general refuse^ 
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to delay Ms marcfa^ which he oomtnenced as' soon as 
his whole force had crossed the river, and oii ap* 
proaching the city he was again met by an officer ffatn 
the goveroory with a number of conditions. He in*-' 
formed the latter that be could not then attend to 
them, but would confirm by writiog what be had pro* 
mised, when in possession of the city, which he ifti« 
mediately entered. Thus fell the capital of the ex* 
tensive province of Paraguay, where the conquerors 
found- 88 pieces of cannon, 550- barrels of powder, 
and a quantity of small arms. Their loss^ in' acbiev^k 
ing its reduction was one killed, 12 wounded, and 
one missing. 

Oil the 2d of July, the terms granted by the com* 
manders of his Majesty's land and sea forces to the 
inhabitants of Buenos Ay res and its dependencies were 
signed by General Beresford, Sir Home Popham, and 
the Spanish governor Quintana. By these the garri- 
son were declared prisoners of war, protection was 
promised tp private property and to the exercise of the 
Catholic religion, and the privileges before enjoyed 
by the inhabitants were confirmed to them. The cap- 
tors, though entitled by the laws of war, to ail the ves- 
sels of every description, yet, feeling the distress which 
the privation of them must occasion to the owners, 
generously relinquished their right to those vessels and 
their cargoes, though they were supposed to amount 
in number to 1 80, and in value to a nMilion and a 
half of dollars. Proclamations to the above effect 
were likewise issued by the British commanders. 

The viceroy had retired from Buenos Ayres on the 
approach o^ the English, and a great quantity of trea- 
sure had also been conveyed from^ the city. The iir&t 



3^S TICB BRITISH T&IDENT; 

t 

cai:et tberefote^ of. General Beresford, after be found 
himself perfectly settled in his new conquest, nvas to 
s^nd a ^mall detachment to Loxan, about fifty miles 
distant from the capital, with the avowed object of es** 
corting back some of the treasure which, had been re- 
moved, and was reported to be private property; but 
principally to reconnoitre the country, and to learn the 
disposition of the inhabitants. A considerable quan- 
tity of treasure, actually on its way to Cordova, was 
fortunately preserved by this detachment for the gal- 
lant captors, and the commanding officer, Captain Ar- 
buthnot, reported favourably of the general disposition 
of the people. 

The total amount of the specie which, as public 
property, fell into the hands of the conquerors, ex^ 
ceeded 1,290,000 dollars. Of this sum 1 ,086,000 dol- 
lars were sent home to England iu the Narcissus ; the 
commanders reserving the remainder for the exigen- 
cies of the army and navy. It was estimated that, ex- 
clusive of the above, the valiie of the merchandize in 
the King's stores, principally consisting of Jesuits' bark 
and quicksilver, and in -the Philippine Company's 
stores, together with the floatirg property retained, 
could not amount to lebs than between two and three 
millions of dollars. 

It was not, however, by the amount of the valuables 
taken at Buenos Ayres that the importance of the con- 
quest was to Misestimated. Britain being excluded iu . 
a manner from all intercourse with the European con- 
tinent, it behoved her to seek some other mart for her 
commodities. It struck the intelligent mind of Sir 
Home Popham that this could be most easily effected 
by laying open a communication with the extensive re- 
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gions of the South Amerkan continent. How deeply 
that gallant officer had the interest of his country at 
heart, appears from this circumstance, that, no sooner 
were the British troops in possession of Buenos Ayres, 
than he wrote the following circular letter, a copy of 
which was addressed to the mayor and corporation of 
each of the great manufacturing towns in the kingdom : 

" Buenos Jt/res, July 1, 1806.' 

" Gentlemen, — Although I may not have the honour 
of being personally known to some of your corpora- 
tion, I nevertheless consider it as a duty to the com- 
mercial interests of Great -Britain, and a respect due 
to you as one of its great manufacturing towns, to 
state, in a few words, that the conquest of this place 
opens an extensive channel to the manufactures of 
Great Britain, 

** Hitherto the trade of this country has been cratnped 
beyond bielief, and the manufactures if -Great Britain 
could only find their way to this rich province by neu- 
tral bottoms and contraband intrigues ; but from this 
moment its trade will be thrown o'pen, I need not 
point out to merchants of your extensive information, 
how beneficial the commerce of this hitherto neglected 
. country will be; and you may form some judgment of 
its immense population by that of this city, which 
alone contains 70,000 inhabitants, wanting all sorts of 
goods of European manufa<rture. 

The productions of this ^untry are. indigo, tobacco, 
Vincenta wool, cotton, ti^'skins, seal skins, copperas, 
figs, dried tongues,- beef and hams, saffron,^ cochineal, 
cocoa, hemp, hair, wheat, gums, drugs, gold, silver, 
and precious stones, exclusive of hides and tallow, 
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: ^hich I consider the great staple, one million four 
hundred thousand of the former being annually ex- 
ported. The short time we have been in possession, 
and the hurry of business, will not admit of my giving 
you any further information for the present, but if I 
tan obtain a list of the articles most wanted, I will 
enclose it. I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
" Your most obedient humble servant, 

" HOME POPHAM." 

The intelligence of this capture was received in Eng- 
land with the exultation due to its importance, and 
numerous commercial speculations were the conse- 
* quence. An order in council \Vas issued by his Ma- 
jesty for opening a trade with Buenos Ayres and its 
dependencies, conformably to the regulations in force 
between Great Britain aad her colonial possessions. 
The arrangement made by General Beresford for the 
reduction of the importation duties from thirty-four 
and a half to twelve and a half per cent, was con- 
firmed, but the importation ' of slaves was totally pro- 
, bibited. 

The treasure brought home in the Narcissus waa 
conveyed to London in eight waggons, each drawn by 
six horses, and after parading the streets of the me- 
tropolis, accompanied with music, and decorated with 
the colours taken at Buenos Ayres, it was deposited at 
Ihe Bank. 
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